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BY  ITIA  GIOVANNI  DA  FIKSOLE,  COMMONLY  CALLED 

FItA  ANGELICO  FROM  THE  HEATJTY  OF  HIS  ANGEL 

FIGURES,  A  FLORENTINE  ARTIST,    DIED    14,5,>. 


"  Thij  throne  shall  he  esiaUished forever.'^ — //.  Sam.,  7,  IG 

EVERY^VHERE  through  the  Scriptures  is  spread 
God's  promise  to  Israel  of  tlic  coming  of  the  Mes- 
siah. It  was  the  hope  of  haNing  this  glorious  son 
for  her  own,  that  made  each  woman  of  Israel  so  eager  for 
children.  This  promise  adds  a  solemn  depth  to  many  a 
scene  in  sacred  hi&tory.  It  was  because  of  this  that 
Jephthah's  daughter  **  bewailed  her  virginity  upon  the 
mountains,"  (Jud.,  11,  38),  because  of  this  that  Hannah 
prayed  for  the  birth  of  Samuel  **in  bitterness  of  soul," 
(I.  Sam.,  1,  10). 

The  hope  of  divme  motherhood  has  perhaps  never  been 
more  tenderly  expressed  than  in  this  famous  symbolical 
picture  by  Fra  Angel ico.  In  the  background,  in  the  gar- 
den of  Eden,  walk  Adam  and  Eve,  while  the' first  mother 
listens  to  the  promise  made  to  her  and  to  her  seed.  In  the 
foreground,  with  the  divine  beam  from  the  holy  spirit 
bridging  all  the  years,  ^lary  the  mother  of  the  Messiah 
receives  the  fulfilment  of  the  ancient  prophecy. 
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MAP. 

** These  are  the  counirie^s  which  the  children  of  Israel 
inherited  in  tfie  land  of  Canaan.** — Jos.y  li,  1. 

A  MAP  showing  the  portions  of  the  Promised  Land 
assigned  by  lot  to  the  various  tribes  of  Israel,  can 
be  outlined  in  almost  every  particular  from  the  full 
account  given  in  the  Book  of  Joshua.  The  children  of 
Levi,  being  the  priesthood,  had  no  regular  territory,  but 
were  assigned  special  cities  scattered  through  the  lands  of 
the  others. 

Yet,  without  counting  the  Lentes,  the  number  of  lots 
assigned  was  twelve;  for  the  descendants  of  Joseph's  two 
sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  w^ere  accounted  as  two 
separate  tribes.  Indeed  there  w^ere  in  reality  thirteen 
lots;  for  the  tribe  of  Manasseh  had  been  again  divided, 
half  of  the  tribe  electing  to  remain  east  of  the  Jordan  with 
Reuben  and  Gad,  the  remainder  settling  in  central  Pales- 
tine. Moreover,  not  very  long  after  Joshua  had  allotted 
the  lands,  a  fiu-ther  change  was  caused  by  the  migration 
of  a  portion  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  from  their  region  in  the 
southw^est,  to  a  new  region,  the  farthest  north  in  Palestine. 
Thus  this  tribe  was  also  divided  like  that  of  Manasseh, 
while  part  of  Dan's  allotted  territory  w^as  never  occupied, 
but  remained  for  centuries  the  home  of  the  Philistines. 
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(general  Sntrobuction  to  tift  Historical 
Poofeg  of  m  mut 


Before  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  Jewish  priesthood  had  already 
divided  their  sacred  books,  that  is,  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament, 
into  three  classes.  First  came  the  "Law,"  the  five  books  of  Moses, 
the  most  venerated  of  all.  Then  came  the  "  Prophets,"  and  then  the 
"Hagiographa"  or  holy  writings,  such  as  Psalms  and  Proverbs. 
The  books  of  the  prophets  were  divided  into  the  "Former  Prophets" 
and  the  "  Latter  Prophets."  The  historical  books  from  Joshua  through 
II  Kings  formed  the  "Former  Prophets."  With  these  were  later 
included  the  other  historical  books  that  immediately  follow  there  in 
the  modern  arrangement  of  the  Bible,  from  Chronicles  through  Esther; 
and  this  entire  group  are  now  usually  called  the  Historical  Books, 
though  no  such  division  is  adopted  in  the  Hebrew  Bible. 

The  Historical  Books  deal  with  the  history  of  the  Israelites  from 
the  time  of  their  entrance  into  Palestine,  down  through  the  "great 
captivity"  at  Babylon  and  the  successful  reestabhshment  of  the 
captives  in  their  homes  in  Palestine.  The  books  thus  cover  a  period 
of  many  centuries.  In  so  extended  a  history  wide  gaps  necessarily 
appear,  different  hands  take  up  the  tale,  different  views  are  held  as 
to  Israel's  past  and  future.  There  is,  in  short,  no  such  strong  sense 
of  unity  or  of  religious  devotion  pervading  this  portion  of  the  Scrip- 
tures   as  impresses  the  reader  in  the  books  of  Moses.     Nor  were 
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these  historical  books  regarded  by  the  Jews  themselves  with  such 
reverence  as  they  gave  the  earlier  *'Law."  Perhaps  the  book  of 
Joshua  was  originally  part  of  this  Law ;  but  no  one  of  the  other  writ- 
ings, even  of  the  "Former  Prophets,"  was  admitted  to  a  place  in  the 
sacred  or  '* inspired"  Scriptures  of  the  Hebrews  until  toward  the 
close  of  the  period  of  w^hich  they  speak.  As  for  the  later  books  of 
Ezra  and  Nehemiah  they  can  not  have  been  "added  to  the  canon,'* 
that  is,  accepted  as  sacred,  before  the  fourth  century  B.  C,  while  the 
inspired  character  of  the  book  of  Esther  has  always  continued  to  some 
extent  a  matter  of  dispute. 

The  main  features  of  the  history  of  these  centuries  are,  first,  a 
brief  period  of  Israelitish  conquest  and  settlement  under  Joshua, 
then  long  centuries  of  struggle  between  the  scattered  Israelite  tribes 
and  the  other  dwellers  in  Palestine,  or  invaders  from  beyond  its 
borders.  During  this  time  the  Israelites  had  no  definite  union  or 
form  of  government.  They  were  more  or  less  guided  by  prophets, 
priests,  "judges,"  any  leader  who  might  spring  up.  This  is  some- 
times called  the  period  of  the  Theocracy  or  God's  own  rule.  Then 
came  the  gathering  of  the  scattered  tribes  under  a  single  military  chief 
or  king.  Saul  began  this  work ;  David  completed  it.  About  1000  B.  C. 
he  captured  Jerusalem  and  made  it  the  capital  of  a  firmly  established 
government.  Thus  the  Israelites  passed  out  of  that  earlier  stage  of 
civilization  in  which  they  had  been  but  a  number  of  disunited  tribes, 
semi-nomadic,  feeble  because  of  their  lack  of  harmony  and  discipline. 
They  became  a  nation. 

This  nation,  under  the  leadership  of  David's  wisdom  and  the 
military  prowess  of  his  generals,  made  considerable  conquests  even 
beyond  the  borders  of  Palestine.  For  a  moment  the  bounds  of  the 
Hebrew  state  reached  to  the  Euphrates  River,  the  widest  marge 
suggested  for  it  in  the  promises  of  Genesis.  The  realm  which  Da\nd 
had  thus  established,  his  son  Solomon  governed  in  peace  and  splendor. 
There  existed  however  an  unescapable  element  of  dissension,  in  the 
superiority  w^hich  the  men  of  Judah  assumed  over  the  other  Israelites. 
Not  only  was  Judah  much  the  strongest  tribe,  it  was  also  the  family 
of  the  kingly  race.  Hence  its  members  drew  a  haughty  distinction 
between  themselves  and  the  other  Israelites;  and  less  than  a  century 
after  its  establishment  the  kingdom  of  David  was  divided  into  two 
separate  states.     Judah,  the  mountain  kingdom  of  the  south,  which 
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included  Benjamin,   was  divided    from,   and   even   antagonistic   to, 
Israel,  the  kingdom  of  the  central  and  northern  Hebrews. 

During  the  following  centuries,  these  divided  states  struggled  ever 
more  feebly  against  each  other  and  against  foreign  invasion.  The 
northern  kingdom  perished  in  722  B.  C.  and  the  southern  in  587  B.  C.  r 
when  Jerusalem  was  utterly  destroyed  and  the  last  remnant  of  its 
people  carried  captive  to  Babylon.  Half  a  century  later  the  Persian 
conqueror  of  Babylon  permitted  the  exiles  to  return.  Only  com- 
paratively few  did  return;  and  the  community  was  no  longer  an 
independent  state.  Under  the  name  of  Judah  or  Judea,  whence 
comes  our  word  Jew,  the  ancient  land  of  Israel  had  become  a  Persian 
province. 

This  story,  especially  the  latter  part  of  it,  the  grim  tragedy  of 
decUning  power  and  decaying  faith,  is  told  twice  over  in  the  Bible. 
The  first  series  of  Historical  Books,  extending  through  H.  Kings 
tells  it  fully  from  a  popular  standpoint.  Then  I.  Chronicles  begins 
again  with  Adam  and  the  whole  is  retold  in  briefer  form  as  a  sort  of 
genealogical  record,  which  expands  into  fuller  and  fuller  detail  as  it 
approaches  the  closing  period  and,  in  the  book  of  Nehemiah,  tells 
of  the  days  of  priestly  rule  in  the  Persian  province  of  Judea. 


Sntrobuctton  to  ttie  Wotk  of  Jfosd^ua 

The  book  of  Joshua  is,  at  least  in  parts,  ancient.  Early  Jewish  and  Christian  scholars 
supposed  it  to  have  been  written  by  Joshua  himself  or  under  his  directions;  but  in  its  present 
form  the  book  seems  to  be  a  compilation  and  revision  of  narratives,  written  a  few  centuries 
after  the  conquest  of  Canaan.  So  close,  however,  is  the  resemblance  between  this  work 
and  the  five  books  of  Moses  that  it  has  often  been  classed  i^nth  them,  and  instead  of  the  pen- 
tateuch  or  fivefold  holy  writings,  scholars  have  spoken  of  the  hexateuch  or  six  holy  books. 

The  narrative  in  Joshua  serves  as  a  natural  conclusion  to  the  works  of  Moses,  as  well 
as  a  natural  introduction  to  the  historical  books  that  follow.  It  tells  of  the  first  entry  into 
the  promised  land,  of  the  concjuest  of  the  territory,  and  of  its  dinsion  among  the  tribes  of 
Israel.  Thus  we  find  in  Joshua  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  of  the  pentateuch;  and  we 
find  also  the  first  suggestions  of  the  Hebrews'  later  entanglements,  and  of  the  punishments 
which  they  had  been  forewarned  must  follow  upon  sin. 

Structurally  the  book  dindes  itself  into  three  parts.  The  first  twelve  chapters  tell  in  a 
single  vigorous,  swift-flowing  narrative  of  the  successive  triumpns  of  Joshua,  the  miraculous 
crossing  of  the  Jordan,  the  downfall  of  Jericho,  the  overthrow  of  Ai,  the  submission  of  Gibeon, 
the  conquest  of  the  southern  kings  and  then  of  those  of  the  north.  Chapters  thirteen  to 
twenty-one  are  wholly  diflFeient;  they  describe  the  partition  of  the  land  among  the  tribes  of 
Israel.  This  topographical  survey  is  so  minute  and  so  complete  that  it  forms  in  itself  per- 
haps the  most  valuable  and  interesting  geographical  document  that  has  come  do^'n  to  us 
from  ancient  times.  The  majority  of  the  cities  mentioned  and  localities  described  can  still 
be  recognized.  Then  comes  the  closing  portion  of  the  book,  which  does  for  Joshua  what 
Deuteronomy  does  for  Moses,  gives  an  account  of  his  farewell  to  his  people,  his  final  passion* 
ate  appeals  to  them  for  obedience  to  Grod,  and  then  his  death. 
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**  Now  after  the  death  of  Moses^  the  gervanl  of  the  Lord^ 
it  came  to  pass^  thai  the  Lord  spake  unio  Joshua,  the  son  of 
iNTun."— Jo»..  1,1. 

JOSHUA  is  the  hero  and  central  figure  of  the  book 
that  bears  his  name,  the  leader  chosen  by  God  Him- 
self to  be  the  successor  of  Moses  and  to  guide  the 
Israelites  in  their  wars  for  the  possession  of  the  promised 
land.  Hence  we  are  apt  to  think  of  Joshua  mainly  as 
the  hardy  warrior,  the  daring  general,  the  wise  judge  and 
ruler  of  his  people.  Yet  among  Bible  students  Joshua  is 
most  celebrated  for  none  of  these  things,  but  for  his  faith- 
fulness, his  utter  lade  of  selfishness  or  vain^ory.  Joshua 
had  been  the  personal  attendant  of  Moses,  and  had  learned 
from  his  master  something  of  the  latter*s  intense  devotion 
to  Israel  and  disregard  of  self. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Joshua  ever  thought  of  be- 
coming Moses*  successor.  Others  might  have  been  chosen 
for  the  leadership  as  well  as  he,  Caleb  the  lionhearted,  or 
Phinehas  the  vigorous  son  of  the  high-priest.  Indeed 
when  Joshua  was  appointed  by  Grod,  he  in  his  simple 
heart  doubted  hb  own  ability  for  the  great  oflElce.  Grod 
reassiures  him  constantly.  The  first  divine  command 
to  Joshua  is  "Be  strong  and  of  good  courage."  After 
Moses'  death  the  new  leader's  first  act  was  to  seek  counsel 
of  God  in  the  sanctuary;  and  there  he  wii  again  bidden 
be  strong,  "for  the  Lord  thy  Grod  is  with 
thee  whithersoever  thou  goesL' 


in-4 


III-I— CowrlgUI 


THE    BOOK    OF 


STosiljua 


CJaptft  1 


1  T7l«  Lord  avjioii\itlh  Joihi 


■m  inafructioFU.     10  H 
ind  of  their  pramite  to  I 


yeopte  ut  patf  i 


i  land.     S.  9  God  promiwU  A 


OAV  after  the  death  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  the 
Lord,  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  Moses'  minister,  saying, 
2  Moses  my  servant  is  (lea<I;  now  therefore 
arise,  go  over  this  Jordan,  thou,  and  all  this 
people,  unto  the  land  which  I  do  give  to  them, 
even  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

3  Every  place  that  the  sole  of  your  foot  shall 
tread  upon,  that  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  I  said  unto  Moses. 

4  From  the  wilderness  and  this  Lebanon  even  unto  the  great  river, 
the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the  Ilittites.  and  unto  the  great 
sea  toward  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  shall  he  your  coast. 

5  There  shall  not  any  man  be  able  to  stand  i»efore  thee  all  the  days 
of  thy  life:  as  I  was  with  \roses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee:  I  will  not  fail 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee. 

6  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage:  for  unto  this  people  slialt  thou 
divide  for  an  inheritance  the  land,  which  I  sware  unto  their  fathers 
to  give  them. 

7  Only  be  thou  strong  and  very  courageous,  that  thou  mayest 
observe  to  do  according  lo  all  the  law,  which  Closes  my  servant 
commanded  thee:  turn  not  from  it  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left, 
that  thou  mayest  prosper*  whithersoever  thou  goest. 

8  This  book  of  the  law  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth;  but  thou 
shall  meditate  therein  day  and  nighl,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do 

■The  wotd  "prtxper"  may  ilao  be  tmialated  "deal  wisely." 
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according  to  all  that  is  written  therein:  for  then  thou  shalt  make  thy 
way  prosperous,  and  then. thou  shalt  have  good  success. 

9  Have  not  I  commanded  thee  ?  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage; 
be  not  afraid,  neither  be  thou  dismayed:  for  the  Lord  thy  God  m 
with  thee  whithersoever  thou  goest. 

10  Tl  Then  Joshua  commanded  the  oflScers  of  the  {>eople,  saying, 

11  Pass  through  the  host,  and  command  the  people,  saying.  Pre- 
pare you  victuals;  for  within  three  days  ye  shall  pass  over  this  Jordan, 
to  go  in  to  possess  the  land,  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you  tc^ 
possess  it. 

12  ^  And  to  the  Reubenites,  and  to  the  Gadites,  and  to  half  the=- 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  spake  Joshua,  saying, 

13  Remenil)er  the  word   which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lori> 
commanded  you,  saying,  The  Lord  your  God  hath  given  you  rest, 
and  hath  given  you  this  land. 

14  Your  wives,  your  little  ones,  and  your  cattle,  shall  remain  in 
the  land  which  Moses  gave  you  on  this  side  Jordan;  but  ye  shall  pass 
before  your  brethren  armed,  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  help 
them; 

15  Until  the  Lord  have  given  your  brethren  rest,  as  he  liath  given 
you,  and  they  also  have  possessed  the  land  which  the  Ix)RD  your 
God  giveth  them :  then  ye  shall  return  unto  the  land  of  your  posses- 
sion, and  enjoy  it,  which  Moses  the  Lord's  servant  gave  you  on  this 
side  Jordan  toward  the  sun-rising. 

16  f  And  they  answered  Joshua,  saying.  All  that  thou  commandest 
us  we  will  do,  and  whithersoever  thou  sendest  us,  we  will  go. 

17  According  as  we  hearkened  unto  Moses  in  all  things,  so  will 
we  hearken  unto  thee:  only  the  Lord  thy  God  be  with  thee,  as  he  was 
with  Moses. 

18  Whosoever  he  be  that  doth  rebel  against  thy  commandment,  and 
will  not  hearken  unto  thy  words  in  all  that  thou  commandest  him, 
he  shall  be  put  to  death :  only  be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage. 

Cfiapter  2 

1  Rahab  receivfth  and  ccncealeth  (he  two  spies  sent  from  ShUtim.     S  The  covenant  between  her  and  them.     23  Tlieir 
return  and  relation. 

ND  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  sent  out  of  Shittim  two  men  to 
spy  secretly,  saying.  Go  view  the  land,  even  Jericho.*     And 
tney  went,  and  came  into  an  harlot's  house,  named  Rahab, 
and  lodged  there. 

2  And  it  was  told  the  king  of  Jericho,  saying.  Behold,  there  came 
men  in  hither  to-night  of  tne  children  of  Israel  to  search  out  the 
country. 

lAncient  Jericho  was  at  this  time  the  chief  city  of  the  Jordan  valley,  lying  not  far  from  the  Junction 
of  the  liver  with  the  Dead  Sea,  atx>ut  two  miles  north  of  the  ruins  of  modem  Jericho. 
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**And  the  woman  took  the  two  men  and  hid  them.** — 

JOSHUA  began  his  great  work  warily.  His  people 
were  encamped  on  the  east  bank  ai  the  Jordan. 
Across  the  river  lay  the  huge  high-waUed  city  of 
Jericho,  a  mighty  fortress  standing  as  the  south-east  gate- 
way of  Canaan,  and  supposed  to  protect  it  securely  from 
all  such  desert  wanderers  as  the  tribes  of  Israel.  Joshua, 
gazing  across  the  river  at  those  tremendous  walls,  won- 
dered how  his  people  should  surmount  them,  and  sent 
two  spies  to  report  upon  the  land,  even  as  Moses  had  sent 
him  and  his  companions  fort}'  years  before. 

The  two  spies  entered  the  city  boldly  and  went  for  the 
night  to  a  public  house,  perhaps  a  sort  of  inn,  kept  by  a 
woman  named  Rahab.  But  thev  had  been  seen,  and 
recognized,  and  followed.  Soldiers,  sent  by  the  king  of  the 
cit}',  came  in  the  gathering  t^'ilight,  knocking  at  Rahab's 
door,  telling  her  these  men  were  spies.  In  a  single  instant, 
the  woman  had  to  make  her  everlasting  choice  between 
Jericho  and  Israel,  between  the  old  life  and  the  new.  Per- 
chance she  hesitated;  but  her  woman-heart  would  not  per- 
mit her  to  surrender  her  guests  to  destruction.  She  told 
the  soldiers  that  the  Israelites  had  stolen  away  into  the 
night. 
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S  And  the  king  of  Jericho  sent  unto  Rahab,  saying,  Bring  forth 
the  men  that  are  come  to  thee,  which  are  entered  into  thine  liouse: 
for  they  be  come  to  search  out  all  the  country. 

4  And  the  woman  took  the  two  men,  and  hid  them,  and  said  thus. 
There  came  men  unto  me,  but  I  wist  not  whence  they  were: 

5  And  it  came  to  pass  about  the  time  of  shutting  of  the  gate,  when 
it  was  dark,  that  the  men  went  out:  whither  the  men  went,  I  wot  not: 
pursue  after  them  quickly;  for  ye  shall  overtake  them. 

6  But  she  had  brought  them  up  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  hid 
them  with  the  stalks  of  flax,  which  she  had  laid  in  order  upon  the  roof. 

7  And  the  men  pursued  after  them  the  way  to  Jordan  unto  the 
fords:  and  as  soon  as  they  which  pursued  after  them  were  gone  out, 
they  shut  the  gate. 

8  ^  And  before  they  were  laid  down,  she  came  up  unto  them  upon, 
the  roof; 

9  And  she  said  unto  the  men,  I  know  that  the  Lord  hath  given 
vou  the  land,  and  that  your  terror  is  fallen  upon  us,  and  that  aU  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  faint^  because  of  vou. 

10  For  we  have  heard  how  the  Lord  dried  up  the  water  of  the 
Red  Sea  for  you,  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt;  and  what  ye  did  unto 
the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites,  that  were  on  the  other  side  Jordan, 
Sihon  and  Og,  whom  ye  utterly  destroyed. 

11  And  as  soon  as  we  had  heard  these  things ^  our  hearts  did  melt, 
neither  did  there  remain  any  more  courage  in  any  man,  because  of 
vou:  for  the  Lord  your  God,  he  is  God  in  heaven  above,  and  in  earth 
lieneath. 

12  Now  therefore,  I  pray  you,  swear  unto  me  by  the  Lord,  since 
I  have  shewed  you  kinaness,  that  ye  will  also  shew  kindness  unto  my 
father's  house,  and  give  me  a  true  token: 

13  And  itiat  ye  will  save  alive  my  father,  and  my  mother,  and  my 
brethren,  and  my  sisters,  and  all  that  they  have,  and  deliver  our  Hves 
from  death. 

14  And  the  men  answered  her.  Our  life  for  yours,  if  ye  utter  not 
this  our  business.  And  it  shall  be,  when  the  Lord  hath  given  us  the 
land,  that  we  will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  thee. 

15  Then  she  let  them  down  by  a  cord  through  the  window:  for  her 
house  was  upon  the  town  wall,  and  she  dwelt  upon  the  wall. 

16  And  she  said  unto  them.  Get  vou  to  the  mountain,  lest  the 
pursuers  meet  you:  and  hide  yourselves  there  three  days  until  the 
pursuers  be  returned:  and  afterward  may  ye  go  your  way. 

17  And  the  men  said  unto  her.  We  will  he  blameless  of  this  thine 
oath  which  thou  hast  made  us  swear. 

18  Behold,  when  we  come  into  the  land,  thou  shalt  bind  this  line 

*The  Revised  Version  In  this  and  other  passages  says  of  the  inhabitants  not  that  they  faint,  but  "melt 
%w%j  tKfore  you." 
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of  scarlet  thread  in  the  window  which  thou  didst  let  us  down  by:  and 
thou  shalt  bring  thy  father,  and  thy  mother,  and  thy  brethren,  and 
all  thy  father's  nousehold,  home  unto  thee. 

19  And  it  shall  be,  tJiat  whosoever  shall  go  out  of  the  doors  of  thv 
house  into  the  street,  his  blood  shall  be  upon  his  head,  and  we  will 
be  guiltless:  and  whosoever  shall  be  with  tnee  in  the  house,  his  blood 
shall  be  on  our  head,  if  anu  hand  be  upon  him. 

20  And  if  thou  utter  this  our  business,  then  we  will  be  quit  of  thine 
oath  which  thou  hast  made  us  to  swear. 

21  And  she  said,  According  unto  your  words,  so  be  it.  And  she 
sent  them  away,  and  they  departed:  and  she  bound  the  scarlet  line 
in  the  window. 

22  And  they  went,  and  came  unto  the  mountain,  and  abode  there 
three  days,  until  the  pursuers  were  returned :  and  the  pursuers  sought 
them  throughout  all  tne  way,  but  found  them  not. 

23  ^  So  the  two  men  returned,  and  descended  from  the  mountain, 
and  passed  over,  and  came  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  told  him 
all  things  that  befell  them: 

24  And  they  said  unto  Joshua,  Truly  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
into  our  hands  all  the  land;  for  even  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
do  faint  because  of  us. 

Chapter  3 

1  Joshim  Cometh  to  Jordan.  2  The  offlcers  inelruct  the  people  for  the  peusage.  7  The  Lord  encowragelh  Joriiua, 
0  Joshua  encowrageth  the  people.     14  The  unUers  of  Jordan  are  divided. 
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ND  Joshua  rose  earlv  in  the  morninc:;  and  they  removed  from 
Shittim,  and  came  to  Jordan,  he  and  all  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  lodged  there  before  they  passed  over. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass  after  three  days,  that  the  oflScers  went 
through  the  host; 

3  And  they  commanded  the  people,  saying.  When  ye  see  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  priests  the  Levites 
bearing  it,  then  ye  shall  remove  from  your  place,  and  go  after  it. 

4  Yet  there  shall  be  a  space  between  you  and  it,  about  two  thousand 
cubits  by  measure:  come  not  near  unto  it,  that  ye  may  know  the  way 
by  which  ye  must  go:  for  ye  have  not  passed  this  way  heretofore. 

5  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Sanctify  yourselves:  for  to- 
morrow the  Lord  will  do  wonders  among  you. 

6  And  Joshua  spake  unto  the  priests,  saying.  Take  up  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  and  pass  over  before  the  people.  And  they  took  up 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  went  l)efore  the  people. 

7  ^  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This  aay  will  I  begin  to 
magnify  thee  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  that  they  may  know  that,  as 
I  was  ynth  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee. 

8  And  thou  shalt  command  the  priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the 
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**  Then  she  let  them  down  by  a  cord  Uirough  the  window.' 
— Jo8,^  2, 15, 

RAHAB  DOW  gave  herself  wholly  to  the  cause  of  her 
new  friends.  She  hurried  the  soldiers  away,  as- 
suring them  that  with  speed  they  might  still  catch 
the  Israelites.  She  kept  the  spies  secreted,  hidden  under 
bundles  of  flax  upon  her  roof,  until  the  road  was  open  to 
them.  Moreover  she  told  the  two  men  all  she  knew  of 
Jericho,  and  of  the  mysterious  fear  which  had  utterly 
melted  the  courage  of  its  people,  so  that  they  trembled  in 
terror  of  Israel,  and  could  not  fight.  Then  came  the  |KX>r 
woman's  solemn  profession  of  her  own  rising  faith,  **For 
the  Lord  your  God,  he  is  God  in  heaven  above  and  in 
earth  beneath.'* 

Rahab  entreated  the  men  to  protect  her  and  her  house- 
hold in  the  day  when  Jericho  should  fall  before  them; 
and  they  prombed.  Afterward  she  let  them  down  by  a 
rope  from  the  roof  of  her  house.  This  house  stood  u(>on 
the  wall  of  the  cit}\  so  they  were  thus  safely  outside,  and 
stole  away  quietly  into  the  mountains,  whence,  when  the 
pursuit  was  over,  they  returned  joyously  to  Joshua,  with 
Rahab*s  news,  saying,  "Truly  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
into  our  hands  all  the  land:  for  even  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  do  faint  because  of  us.' 
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covenant,  saying.  When  ve  are  come  to  the  brink  of  the  water  of 
Jordan,  ye  shall  stand  still  in  Jordan. 

9  ^  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Come  hither,  and 
^ear  the  words  of  the  Lord  your  God. 

10  And  Joshua  said.  Hereby  ye  shall  know  that  the  liyin^  God 
^  among  you,  and  that  he  will  without  fail  drive  out  from  oefore 
you  the  Canaanites,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Hivites,  and  the  Periz- 
^ites,  and  the  Girgashites,  and  the  Amorites,  and  the  Jebusites. 

11  Behold,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth 
I>asseth  over  before  you  into  Jordan. 

12  Now  therefore  take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
out  of  every  tribe  a  man. 

13  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  as  soon  as  the  soles  of  the  feet  of  the 
priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  shall 
T^st  in  the  waters  of  Jordan,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  shall  be  cut 
o^froin  the  waters  that  come  down  from  above;  and  they  shall  stand 
upon  an  heap. 

14  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  people  removed  from  their 
tents,  to  pass  over  Jordan,  and  the  priests  bearing  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  before  the  people; 

15  And  as  they  that  bare  the  ark  were  come  unto  Jordan,  and  the 
feet  of  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  were  dipped  in  the  brim  of 
the  water,  (for  Jordan  overfloweth  all  his  banks  all  the  time  of 
harvest,) 

16  That  the  waters  which  came  down  from  above  stood  and  rose 
Up  upon  an  heap  very  far  from  the  city  Adam,^  that  is  beside  Zaretan: 
and  those  that  came  down  toward  the  sea  of  the  plain,  even  the  salt 
sea,  failed,  and  were  cut  off:  and  the  people  passed  over  right  against 
Jericho. 

17  And  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
stood  firm  on  dry  ground  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  all  the  Israelites 
passed  over  on  dry  ground,  until  all  the  people  were  passed  clean 
over  Jordan.' 

Chapter  4 

1  Twelve  men  are  apwHnied  to  take  tuoelve  stones  for  a  memorial  out  of  Jordan.  9  Twelve  other  stones  are  set  up 
(h  the  midsi  of  Jordan.  10,  19  The  people  pass  over.  14  God  magnifieth  Joshua.  20  The  twelve  stones  are 
pitched  in  Gilgal. 

D  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  people  were  clean  passed 
over  Jordan,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying, 

2  Take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the  people,  out  of  every 

tribe  a  man, 

3  And  command  ye  them,  saying.  Take  you  hence  out  of  the  midst 
of  Jordan,  out  of  the  place  where  the  priests'  feet  stood  firm,  twelve 

>The  nerlsed  Version  makes  the  meaning  dearer  by  saying  that  the  waters  '*  rose  up  In  one  heap,  a  great 
wsy  off.  at  Adam,  etc."  *Thia  passage  over  Jordan  occurred  in  the  month  of  April,  the  time  of  the  first  or 
fpnnff  harvesting,  when  the  river  is  at  its  fullest. 
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stones,  and  ye  shall  carry  them  over  with  you,  and  leave  them  in 
lodging  place,  where  ye  shall  lodge  this  night. 

4  Then  Joshua  called  the  twelve  men,  whom  he  had  prepared 
the  children  of  Israel,  out  of  every  tribe  a  man: 

5  And  Joshua  said  unto  them,  Pass  over  before  the  ark  of  th^ 
Lord  your  God  into  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  take  you  up  every  ma0 
of  you  a  stone  upon  his  shoulder,  according  unto  tne  number  of  th^ 
tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel: 

6  That  this  may  be  a  sign  among  you,  that  when  your  children  ask 
their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying.  What  mean  ye  by  these  stones? 

7  Then  ye  shall  answer  them.  That  the  waters  of  Jordan  were  cut 
off  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord;  when  it  passed  over 
Jordan,  the  waters  of  Jordan  were  cut  off:  and  these  stones  shall  be 
for  a  memorial  unto  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever. 

8  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so  as  Joshua  commanded,  and 
took  up  twelve  stones  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  as  the  Lord  spake 
unto  Joshua,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  carried  them  over  with  them  unto  the  place  where  they 
lodged,  and  laid  them  down  there. 

9  And  Joshua  set  up  twelve  stones  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  in  the 
place  where  the  feet  of  the  priests  which  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
stood:  and  they  are  there  unto  this  day. 

10  ^  For  the  priests  which  bare  the  ark  stood  in  the  midst  of  Jor- 
dan, until  every  thing  was  finished  that  the  Lord  commanded  Joshua 
to  speak  unto  the  people,  according  to  all  that  Moses  commanded 
Joshua:  and  the  people  hasted  and  passed  over. 

11  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  tne  people  were  clean  passed  over, 
that  the  ark  of  the  Ix)rd  passed  over,  and  the  priests,  in  the  presence 
of  the  people. 

12  And  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  the  children  of  Gad,  and  half 
the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  passed  over  armed  before  the  children  of  Israel, 
as  Moses  spake  unto  tnem: 

13  About  forty  thousand  prepared  for  war  passed  over  before 
the  Lord  unto  battle,  to  the  plains  of  Jericho. 

14  ^  On  that  day  the  Lord  magnified  Joshua  in  the  sight  of  all 
Israel;  and  they  feared  him,  as  they  feared  Moses,  all  the  days  of  his 
life. 

15  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying, 

16  Command  the  priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  testimony,  that 
they  come  up  out  of  Jordan. 

17  Joshua  therefore  commanded  the  priests,  saying.  Come  ye  up  out 
of  Jordan. 

18  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord  were  come  up  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and 
the  soles  of  the  priests'  feet  were  lifted  up  unto  the  dry  land,  that 
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**And  Joshua  naid^  Herd^y  ye  shaU  know  thai  the  living 
God  is  among  you.** — Joi,^  5, 10. 

FOR  three  days  the  spies  were  away;  and  during  those 
three  days  Joshua  bade  the  people  prepare  and 
sanctify  themselves,  even  as  Moses  had  given  them 
three  days  of  purification  before  the  Lord  spake  to  them 
from  Sinai.  Another  wonder  was  now  to  assure  the 
multitude  that,  to  their  new  leader  also,  had  God  given 
Hb  divine  aid  and  authority. 

The  season  was  springtime,  the  period  when  the  Jordan, 
rushing  down  in  fullest  flood,  may  have  spread  almost  a 
mile  from  shore  to  shore.  Yet  Joshua  made  no  prepara- 
tions for  bridges  or  for  boats.  He  only  bade  tiie  people 
stand  back  and  watch,  and  assured  them  they  should  cross. 
Then  he  sent  forward  the  priests  who  bore  the  holy  ark 
of  God.  With  confidence  equal  to  Joshua*s  own,  the 
priests  marched  onward  to  the  river  edge;  and,  as  their 
feet  touched  the  first  swirling,  muddy  wavelets,  the  wonder 
happened.  The  waves  drew  back.  As  the  ark  steadily 
advanced,  the  waters  always  fell  away  before  it,  until  at 
length  the  whole  furious  flood  was  checked,  and  the  priests 
stood  diyshod  in  the  very  center  of  Jordan's  channel. 
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7  And  their  children,  whom  he  raised  up  in  their  stead,  them 
Joshua  circumcised:  for  they  were  uncircumcised,  because  they  had 
not  circumcised  them  by  the  way. 

8  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  done  circumcising  all  the 
people,  that  they  abode  in  their  places  in  the  camp,  till  they  were 
whole. 

9  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This  day  have  I  rolled  away 
the  reproach  of  Egypt  from  off  you.  ^Vhe^efo^e  the  name  of  the 
place  is  called  Gilgah  unto  this  day. 

10  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  encamped  in  Gilgal,  and  kept 
the  passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  at  even  in  the  plains 
of  Jericho.^ 

1 1  And  they  did  eat  of  the  old  com  of  the  land  on  the  morrow  after 
the  passover,  unleavened  cakes,  and  parched  corn  in  the  selfsame  day. 

12  ^  And  the  manna  ceased  on  tne  morrow  after  they  had  eaten 
of  the  old  corn  of  the  land;  neither  had  the  children  of  Israel  manna 
any  more;  but  they  did  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  land  of  Canaan  that  year. 

13  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  was  by  Jericho,  that  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  and  looked,  and,  behold,  there  stood  a  man  over 
against  him  with  his  sword  drawn  in  his  hand:  and  Joshua  went 
unto  him,  and  said  unto  him.  Art  thou  for  us,  or  for  our  adversaries  ? 

14  And  he  said.  Nay;  but  as  captain  of  the  host  of  the  Lord  am 
I  now  come.  And  Joshua  fell  on  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  did  wor- 
ship, and  said  unto  him.  What  saith  my  lord  unto  his  servant  ? 

15  And  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  host  said  unto  Joshua,  Loose 
thy  shoe  from  on  thy  foot;  for  the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is 
holy.     And  Joshua  did  so. 

Ciiapter  6 

1  Jericho  is  thui  up.     2  God  intiructeth  Jo^ua  how  to  begieoe.  U.     12  The  city  ie  compassed.     17  It  must  be  accursed^ 
20  The  walls  fall  down.     22  Rahab  is  saved,     26  The  builder  of  Jericho  is  cursed. 

OW  Jericho  was  straitly  shut  up  because  of  the  children  of 
Israel:  none  went  out,  and  none  came  in. 

2  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  See  I  have  given  into 
land  Jericho,  and  the  king  thereof,  and  the  mighty  men  of 
valour. ' 

3  And  ye  shall  compass  the  city,  all  ye  men  of  war,  and  go  round 
about  the  city  once.     Thus  shalt  thou  dfo  six  days. 

4  And  seven  priests  shall  bear  before  the  ark  seven  trumpets  of 
rams'  horns:  and  the  seventh  day  ye  shall  compass  the  city  seven 
times,  and  the  priests  shall  blow  with  the  trumpets. 

5  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  when  they  make  a  long  blast  with 
the  ram's  horn,  and  when  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  all  the 

K3ilgal  comes  from  the  verb  gdlal,  meaning  •'to  roll."    'This  feast  of  the  passover  completed  the  forty 
yean  from  the  time  of  the  first  passover  in  Egypt.    'Apparently  this  verse  continues  the  address  of  the 
captain  of  the  Lord's  host  *'  in  the  preceding  chapter. 
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**And  all  the  ItradUes  passed  over  on  dry  ground^  unttl  all 
the  people  were  passed  dean  over  Jordan** — Jo*.,  3,  17. 

GREAT  must  have  been  the  wonder  of  the  people  as 
Jordan  fell  away  before  the  ark !  But  greater 
must  have  been  their  joy.  To  the  younger  ones 
who  had  not  passed  through  the  divided  waters  of  the 
Red  Sea,  here  was  a  wonder  shown  to  their  own  eves  to 
prove  the  infinite  power  of  their  Lord.  The  Jordan  was 
held  up  as  by  a  dam;  the  startled  waters  fled  backward 
over  their  course,  and  for  thirty  miles  or  more  up  the 
river's  bed,  they  spread  abroad  like  some  vast  lake.  Joshua 
gave  command;  and,  in  a  triumph  such  as  we  may  im> 
agine,  the  entire  host  of  the  Israelites  "passed  over  right 
against  Jericho." 

Conceive  of  the  despair  with  which  the  people  of  the 
doomed  city  must  have  beheld  Israel's  advance.  Canaan's 
surest  defense,  that  impassable  barrier,  the  raging  flood, 
which  should  at  least  have  detained  the  Israelites  for 
months,  until  its  waters  sank  with  the  dry  summer  heat, 
Jordan  itself  had  abandoned  the  Canaanites,  and  given 
way  before  these  unshaken  followers  of  the  Lord. 

**On  that  day  the  Lord  magnified  Joshua  in  the  sight 
of  all  Israel;  and  they  feared  him,  as  they  feared  Moses, 
all  the  days  of  his  life.' 
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people  shall  shout  with  a  great  shout;  and  the  wall  of  the  city  shall 
lall  down  flat,  and  the  people  shall  ascend  up  every  man  straight 
before  him. 

6  Tf  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  called  the  priests,  and  said  unto 
them,  Take  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  let  seven  priests  bear 
seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

7  And  he  said  unto  the  people,  Pass  on,  and  compass  the  city,  and 
let  him  that  is  armed  pass  on  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

8  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  had  spoken  unto  the  people, 
that  the  seven  priests  bearing  the  seven  trumpets  of  rams*  horns 
passed  on  before  the  Lord,  and  blew  with  the  trumpets:  and  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  followed  them. 

9  Tf  And  the  armed  men  went  before  the  priests  that  blew  with  the 
tnimpets,  and  the  rereward  came  after  the  ark,  tJie  priests  going  on, 
and  olowing  with  the  trumpets. 

10  And  Joshua  had  commanded  the  people,  saying.  Ye  shall  not 
shout,  nor  make  any  noise  with  your  voice,  neither  shall  any  word 
proceed  out  of  your  mouth,  until  the  day  I  bid  you  shout;  then  shall 
ye  shout. 

11  So  the  ark  of  the  Tx>rd  compassed  the  city,  going  about  it  once: 
and  they  came  into  the  camp,  and  lodged  in  the  camp. 

12  ^  And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  priests  took 
up  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

13  And  seven  priests  bearing  seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  before 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  went  on  continually,  and  blew  with  the  trumpets : 
and  the  armed  men  went  before  them;  but  the  rereward  came  after 
the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  priests  going  on,  and  blowing  with  the 
trumpets. 

14  And  the  second  day  they  compassed  the  city  once,  and  returned 
into  the  camp:  so  they  did  six  days. 

15  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  they  rose  early 
about  the  dawning,  of  tne  day,  and  compassed  the  city  after  the  same 
manner  seven  times:  only  on  that  day  tney  compassed  the  city  seven 
times. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  when  the  priests  blew 
with  the  trumpets,  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Shout;  for  the  Lord 
hath  given  you  the  city. 

17  *  And  the  city  shall  be  accursed,*  even  it,  and  all  that  are  therein, 
to  the  Lord:  only  Rahab  the  harlot  shall  live,  she  and  all  that  are 
with  her  in  the  house,  because  she  hid  the  messengers  that  we  sent. 

18  And  ve,  in  any  wise  keep  yourselves  from  the  accursed  thing, 
lest  ye  malce  yourselves  accursed,  when  ye  take  the  accursed  thing, 
and  make  the  camp  of  Israel  a  curse,  and  trouble  it. 

19  But  all  the  silver,  and  gold,  and  vessels,  of  brass  and  iron,  are 

>Tlie  Revised  Venlon  changes  "accursed"  to  "devoted"  In  this  and  the  following  venes. 
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consecrated  unto  the  Lord:  they  shall  come  into  the  treasury  of  th^ 
Lord. 

20  So  the  people  shouted  when  the  jyriests  blew  with  the  trumpets  r 
and  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  people  heard  the  sound  of  the  trumpet, 
and  the  people  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  that  the  wall  fell  down 
flat,  so  that  tne  people  went  up  into  the  city,  every  man  straight  before 
him,  and  they  took  the  city. 

21  And  they  utterly  destroyed  all  that  was  in  the  city,  both  man 
and  woman,  young  and  old,  and  ox,  and  sheep,  and  ass,  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword. 

22  But  Joshua  had  said  unto  the  two  men  that  had  spied  out  the 
country.  Go  into  the  harlot's  house,  and  bring  out  thence  the  woman, 
and  all  that  she  hath,  as  ye  sware  unto  her. 

23  And  the  young  men  that  were  spies  went  in,  and  brought  out 
Rahab,  and  her  father,  and  her  mother,  and  her  brethren,  and  all 
that  she  had;  and  they  brought  out  all  her  kindred,  and  left  them 
without  the  camp  of  Israel. 

24  And  they  burnt  the  city  with  fire,  and  all  that  was  therein :  only 
the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  vessels  of  brass  and  of  iron,  they  put 
into  the  treasury  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

25  And  Joshua  saved  Rahab  the  harlot  alive,  and  her  father's 
household,  and  all  that  she  had;  and  she  dwelleth  in  Israel  even  unto 
this  day;  because  she  hid  the  messengers,  which  Joshua  sent  to  spy 
out  Jericho. 

26  ^  And  Joshua  adjured  them  at  that  time,  saying.  Cursed  be 
the  man  before  the  Lord,  that  riseth  up  and  buildeth  this  city  Jericho: 
he  shall  lay  the  foundation  thereof  in  nis  firstborn,  and  in  his  young- 
est son  shall  he  set  up  the  gates  of  it. 

27  So  the  Lord  was  with  Joshua;  and  his  fame  was  noised  through- 
out all  the  country. 

Chapter  7 

1  The  Itradiiei  art  imiUen  at  Ai.    6  JodiVM't  complaini.     10  God  inHrucifth  him  what  to  do.     16  Achan  U  taken 
Ify  the  lot.     19  Hie  confeeeion,    22  He  and  all  he  had  are  dettroyed  in  the  vaUey  of  Achor. 

HIT  the  children  of  Israel  committed  a  trespass  in  the  accursed 
thing:  for  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the 

son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  took  of  the  accursed 

thing:  and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  the  children 
of  Israel. 

2  And  Joshua  sent  men  from  Jericho  to  Ai,  which  is  beside  Beth- 
aven,  on  the  east  side  of  Beth-el,  and  spake  unto  them,  saying.  Go 
up  and  view  the  country.     And  the  men  went  up  and  viewed  Ai. 

3  And  they  returned  to  Joshua,  and  said  unto  him.  Let  not  all  the 
people  go  up ;  but  let  about  two  or  three  thousand  men  go  up  and  smite 
4i;  ana  make  not  all  the  people  to  labour  thither;  for  they  are  hut  few. 
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DAM.  IN  THE  EIOHTEEXTH  CENTURY. 


of  the 


of 


of  the 


Jordan^  at 

fiace  where  the  priests*  feet  stood  firm,  tvoelve  dones.** — 
Jos,,  4*  ^* 

OSUUA  did  not  immediately  advance  against  Jericho. 
He  had  been  commanded  otherwise.  As  the  people 
were  crossing  Jordan,  he  had  appointed  twelve  men, 
one  from  each  of  the  twelve  tribes,  to  carry  each  a  great 
stone  and  place  it  in  the  midst  of  the  river  where  the 
priests  had  stood  with  the  ark.  These  twelve  stones  were 
to  remain  in  Jordan's  channel  as  a  memorial  forever. 

Furthermore,  twelve  other  stones  were  plucked  out  from 
the  bed  of  the  river  where  they  had  lain  for  ages,  and  were 
borne  ashore.  With  these  stones  the  Israelites  proceeded 
in  triumphant  procession  to  the  nearest  high  point  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Jordan,  a  place  called  GilgaL  Here 
they  set  up  the  twelve  stones  as  a  monument  to  God's 
power;  and  here  at  Gilgal  they  made  their  first  camp  in 
the  promised  land.  The  tabernacle  was  reerected,  and 
a  week  was  devoted  to  religious  ceremonies.  The  pass- 
over  was  celebrated  as  it  had  not  been  during  all  those 
forty  years  in  the  wilderness.  The  rite  of  circumcision, 
reminder  of  God*s  first  covenant  with  Abraham,  was  per- 
formed on  all  those  who  had  been  born  in  the  desert 
When  the  people  reached  Gilgal,  the  manna,  their  food 
for  forty  years,  ceased  to  fall.  They  were  in  the 
Promised  Land,  and  they  ate  from  the 
^Mm^^*^*  of  the  CaDaanites. 
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17  And  he  brought  the  family  of  Judah;  and  he  took  the  family  of 
the  Zarhites :  and  he  brought  the  family  of  the  Zarhites  man  by  man; 
and  Zabdi  was  taken: 

18  And  he  brought  his  household  man  by  man;  and  Achan,  the 
son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
was  taken. 

19  And  Joshua  said  unto  Achan,  My  son,  give,  I  pray  thee,  glory 
to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  and  make  confession  unto  him ;  and  tell  me 
now  what  thou  hast  done;  hide  it  not  from  me, 

20  And  Achan  answered  Joshua,  and  said.  Indeed  I  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  done: 

21  When  I  saw  among  the  spoils  a  goodly  Babylonish  garment, 
and  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a  wedge  of  gold  of  fifty  shekels 
weight,  then  I  coveted  them,  and  took  them;  and,  behold,  they  are 
hid  in  the  earth  in  the  midst  of  my  tent,  and  the  silver  under  it. 

22  ^  So  Joshua  sent  messengers,  and  they  ran  unto  the  tent;  and, 
behold,  it  wa^  hid  in  his  tent,  and  the  silver  under  it. 

23  And  they  took  them  out  of  the  midst  of  the  tent,  and  brought 
them  unto  Joshua,  and  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  laid  them 
out  before  the  Lord. 

24  And  Joshua,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  took  Achan  the  son  of 
Zerah,  and  the  silver,  and  the  garment,  and  the  wedge  of  gold,  and  his 
sons,  and  his  daughters,  and  nis  oxen,  and  his  asses,  and  his  sheep, 
and  liis  tent,  and  all  that  he  had:  and  they  brought  them  unto  the 
valley  of  Achor. 

25  And  Joshua  said.  Why  hast  thou  troubled  us  ?  the  Lord  shall 
trouble  thee  this  dav.  And  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  and 
burned  them  w^ith  fire,  after  they  had  stoned  them  with  stones. 

26  And  they  raised  over  him  a  great  heap  of  stones  unto  this  day. 
So  the  Lord  turned  from  the  fierceness  of  his  anger.  Wherefore  the 
name  of  that  place  was  called.  The  valley  of  Achor,  unto  this  day.* 

Chapter  8 

1  God  encottraaeth  Joshua.    3  The  rtratagem  whereby  At  w<u  taken.     29  7^«  king  thereof  U  hanffed.     30  Jotkm 
Imildeth  an  altars  32  wrUeth  the  law  on  stones,  33  propoundeth  blessings  and  cursings. 

ND  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Fear  not,  neither  be  thou  dis- 
mayed :  take  all-  the  people  of  war  with  thee,  and  arise,  go  uj: 

^ to  Ai :  see,  I  have  given  into  thy  hand  the  king  of  Ai,  and  hu 

people,  and  his  city,  and  nis  land. 

2  And  thou  shalt  do  to  Ai  and  her  king  as  thou  didst  unto  Jerichc 
and  her  king :  only  the  spoil  thereof,  and  the  cattle  thereof,  shall  y< 
take  for  a  prey  unto  yourselves:  lay  thee  an  ambush  for  the  citj 
behind  it. 

3  ^  So  Joshua  arose,  and  all  the  people  of  war,  to  go  up  againsi 

1  Achor  means  "trouUe." 
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tIPbe  Captain  of  tbe  lodi'K 

BT   FRANZ   STUCK,  THE  CONTEMPORARY   OERllAN 
ARTIST.  A  LEADER  OF  THE  MUNICH  SCHOOL. 


**And^  behold^  there  Hood  a  man  over  (igainsl  kim  iviih 
his  sword  draxcn  in  his  hand.** — Jos.,  5,  13. 

ISRAEL  was  encamped  securely  in  the  Promised  Land. 
Yet,  so  far  as  human  means  could  reach,  Jericho's 
towering  walls  were  still  unassailable.  There  the 
city  confronted  Joshua  in  all  its  evil  beauty.  Gardens 
spread  around  it;  a  grove  of  splendid  palm  trees  extended 
beside  it  for  miles,  so  that  Jericjio  was  often  called  "the 
city  of  the  palm  trees.'*  It  lay  deep  down  in  the  hot  Jor- 
dan valley,  where  the  tropic  climate  may  have  been  the 
cause  that  sapped  its  people  of  both  their  strength  and 
their  morality,  which  had  faded  with  their  courage.  Yet 
what  needed  they  of  courage,  behind  impenetrable  walls  ? 
So  Joshua  went  forth  to  gaze  upon  the  city.  A  man 
stood  in  his  path;  and  Joshua  challenged  the  man,  *'Art 
thou  for  us,  or  for  our  adversaries?"  In  reply  he  re- 
ceived that  mystic  answer:  **Nay,  but  as  captain  of  the 
host  of  the  Lord  am  I  now  come."  Was  the  divine  visi- 
tant God  Himself?  Or  the  Messiah?  Or  some  great 
archangel,  leading  an  angelic  host  to  combat  all  the  hideous 
iniquities  of  the  Canaanites  ?  Theologians  differ  as  to  the 
expounding  of  the  passage.  But  Joshua  knew  at  least 
that  the  presence  before  him  was  divine,  and  he  "fell  on 
his  face  to  the  earth." 
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JOSHUA  VIII — THE  CAPTURE  OF  AI  401 

Ai :  and  Joshua  chose  out  thirty  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour,  and 
sent  them  away  by  night. 

4^  And  he  commanded  them,  saying.  Behold,  ye  shall  lie  in  wait 
Against  the  city,  even  behind  the  city:  go  not  very  far  from  the  city, 
lout  be  ye  all  ready: 

^  5  And  I,  and  all  the  people  that  are  with  me,  will  approach  unto  the 
city:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  they  come  out  against  us,  as  at  the 
first,  that  we  will  flee  before  them, 

6  (For  they  will  come  out  after  us,)  till  we  have  drawn  them  from 
the  city :  for  they  will  say,  They  flee  before  us,  as  at  the  first :  therefore 
we  will  flee  before  them. 

7  Then  ye  shall  rise  up  from  the  ambush,  and  seize  upon  the  city : 
for  the  Lord  your  God  will  deliver  it  into  your  hand. 

8  And  it  shall  be,  when  ye  have  taken  the  city,  that  ye  shall  set  the 
city  on  fire:  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  shall  ye  do. 
See,  I  have  commanded  you. 

9  ^  Joshua  therefore  sent  them  forth :  and  they  went  to  lie  in 
^mbush,  and  abode  between  Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  of  Ai: 
but  Joshua  lodged  that  night  among  the  people. 

10  And  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  mormng,  and  numbered*  the 
people,  and  went  up,  he  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  before  the  people  to  Ai. 

11  And  all  the  people,  even  the  people  of  war  that  were  with  him, 
^'^ent  up,  and  drew  nigh,  and  came  before  the  city,  and  pitched  on  the 
^orth  side  of  Ai:  now  tliere  wa^  a  valley  between  them  and  Ai. 

12  And  he  took  about  five  thousand  men,  and  set  them  to  lie  in 
^ixibush  between  Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  of  the  city. 

IS  And  when  they  had  set  the  people,  even  all  the  host  that  was 
^n  the  north  of  the  city,  and  their  liers  in  wait  on  the  west  of  the  city, 
Joshua  went  that  night  into  the  midst  of  the  valley. 

14  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Ai  saw  it^  that  they 
pasted  and  rose  up  early,  and  the  men  of  the  city  went  out  against 
Israel  to  battle,  he  and  all  his  people,  at  a  time  appointed,  before  the 
plain;  but  he  wist  not  that  tliere  were  liers  in  ambush  against  him 
l>ehind  the  city. 

15  And  Joshua  and  all  Israel  made  as  if  they  were  beaten  before 
them,  and  fled  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness. 

16  And  all  the  people  that  were  in  Ai  were  called  together  to  pursue 
^r  them:  and  they  pursued  after  Joshua,  and  were  drawn  away 
from  the  city. 

17  And  there  was  not  a  man  left  in  Ai  or  Beth-el,  that  went  not 
out  after  Israel :  and  they  left  the  city  open,  and  pursued  after  Israel. 
,  18  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Stretch  out  the  spear  that  is 
^thy  hand  toward  Ai;  for  I  will  give  it  into  thine  hand.  And  Joshua 
•li^hed  out  the  spear  that  he  haa  in  his  hand  toward  the  city. 

Tbe  Reviled  Venlon  says  **  mustered." 


402  JOSHUA  VIII — THE  ASSEMBLY  AT  £BAL 

19  And  the  ambush  arose  quickly  out  of  their  place,  and  they  ran 
as  soon  as  he  had  stretched  out  his  hand:  and  they  entered  into  the 
city,  and  took  it,  and  hasted  and  set  the  city  on  fire. 

20  And  when  the  men  of  Ai  looked  behind  them,  they  saw,  and, 
behold,  the  smoke  of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven,  and  they  had 
no  power  to  flee  this  way  or  that  way:  and  the  people  that  fled  to  the 
wilderness  turned  back  upon  the  pursuers. 

21  And  when  Joshua  and  all  Israel  saw  that  the  ambush  had  taken 
the  city,  and  that  the  smoke  of  the  city  ascended,  then  they  tupned 
again,  and  slew  the  men  of  Ai. 

22  And  the  other  issued  out  of  the  city  against  them;  so  they  were 
in  the  midst  of  Israel,  some  on  this  side,  and  some  on  that  side:  and 
they  smote  them,  so  that  they  let  none  of  them  remain  or  escape. 

23  And  the  king  of  Ai  they  took  alive,  and  brought  him  to  Joshua. 

24  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  had  made  an  end  of  slaving 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai  in  the  field,  in  the  wilderness  wherein  they 
chased  them,  and  when  thev  were  all  fallen  on  the  edge  of  the  sworci, 
until  they  were  consumed,  tliat  all  the  Israelites  returned  unto  Ai,  and 
smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

25  And  so  it  was,  that  all  that  fell  that  day,  both  of  men  and  w^omen, 
were  twelve  thousand,  even  all  the  men  of  Ai. 

26  For  Joshua  drew  not  his  hand  back,  wherewith  he  stretched  out 
the  spear,  until  he  had  utterly  destroyed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai. 

27  Only  the  cattle  and  the  spoil  of  that  city  Israel  took  for  a  prey 
unto  themselves,  according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  w^hich  he  com- 
manded Joshua. 

28  And  Joshua  burnt  Ai,  and  made  it  an  heap  for  ever,  even  a 
desolation  unto  this  day. 

29  And  the  king  of  Ai  he  hanged  on  a  tree  until  eventide:  and  as 
soon  as  the  sun  was  down,  Joshua  commanded  that  they  should  take 
his  carcase  down  from  the  tree,  and  cast  it  at  the  entering  of  the  gate 
of  the  city,  and  raise  thereon  a  great  heap  of  stones,  that  remaineth 
unto  this  day. 

30  ^  Then  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  in 
mount  Ebal, 

31  As  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  commanded  the  children  of 
Israel,  as  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  an  altar  of 
whole  stones,  over  which  no  man  hath  lift  up  anu  iron:  and  they 
offered  thereon  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord,  andf  sacrificed  peace 
offerings. 

32  Tl  And  he  wrote  there  upon  the  stones  a  copy  of  the  law  of 
Moses,  which  he  wrote  in  the  presence  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

33  And  all  Israel,  and  their  elders,  and  oflScers,  and  their  judges, 
stood  on  this  side  the  ark  and  on  that  side  before  the  priests  the 
Levites,  which  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  as  well  the 
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'*So  the  ark  of  the  Lord  compassed  the  city**— Jos.,  6, 11. 

JOSHUA'S  mighty  visitant  instructed  him  exactly 
how  to  proceed  against  Jericho;  and  Joshua  obeyed. 
He  bade  the  priests  take  up  the  ark  and  advance 
toward  the  dty.  Seven  priests  preceded  the  ark  blowing 
upon  trumpets  of  rams*  horns.  Behind  the  sacred  re- 
ceptacle came  all  the  armed  men  of  Israel,  forming  a  great 
procession.  When  they  reached  dose  by  the  dty,  they 
turned  and  under  Joshua's  guidance  made  a  complete 
drcuit  of  its  walls.  Among  the  marching  men  there  was 
utter  silence,  except  for  the. blowing  of  the  trumpets  and 
the  tread  of  many  feet.  No  sound  of  voice  was  heard; 
and  when  the  mysterious  cirde  was  complete,  the  Israelites 
returned  in  silence  to  their  camp. 

What  must  have  been  the  amaze  and  what  the  awe  of  the 
watching  citizens  upon  the  walls  of  Jericho!  No  attack 
was  made  upon  them  whatever;  but  six  times  on  six  suc- 
cessive days  was  this  strange  ceremonial  performed,  this 
shado^'V  circle  drawn  about  their  bewildered  and  panic- 
stricken  stronghold. 


iii-ll 


404  JOSHUA  IX — THE  LEAGUE  WITH  GIBEON 

on  the  day  we  came  forth  to  go  unto  you;  but  now,  behold,  it  is  diy, 
and  it  is  mouldy: 

13  And  these  bottles  of  wine,  which  we  filled,  were  new;  and,  be- 
hold, they  be  rent:  and  these  our  garments  and  our  shoes  are  become 
old  by  reason  of  the  very  long  journey. 

14  And  the  men  took  of  meir  victuals,  and  asked  not  counsel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord. 

15  And  Joshua  made  peace  with  them,  and  made  a  league  with 
them,  to  let  them  live:  and  the  princes  of  the  congregation  sware 
unto  them. 

16  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  days  after  they  had 
made  a  league  with  them,  that  they  heard  that  they  were  their  neigh- 
bours, and  that  they  dwelt  among  them. 

17  And  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed,  and  came  unto  their 
cities  on  the  third  dav.  Now  their  cities  were  Gibeon,  and  Chephirah, 
and  Beeroth,  and  Kirjath-jearim. 

18  And  the  children  of  Israel  smote  them  not,  because  the  princes 
of  the  congregation  had  sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord  God  oi  Israel. 
And  all  the  congregation  murmured  against  the  princes. 

19  But  all  the  princes  said  unto  all  the  congregation.  We  have 
sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel :  now  tnerefore  we  may 
not  touch  them. 

20  This  we  will  do  to  them;  we  will  even  let  them  live,  lest  wrath 
be  upon  us,  because  of  the  oath  which  we  sware  unto  them*. 

21  And  the  princes  said  unto  them.  Let  them  live;  but  let  them 
be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  unto  all  the  congregation; 
as  the  princes  had  promised  them.  ^    ^ 

22  ^And  Joshua  called  for  them,  and  he  spake  unto  them,  say- 
ing. Wherefore  have  ye  beguiled  us,  saying.  We  are  very  far  from 
you;  when  ye  dwell  among  us? 

23  Now  therefore  ve  are  cursed,  and  there  shall  none  of  you  be 
freed  from  being  bondmen,  and  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
for  the  house  of  my  God. 

24  And  they  answered  Joshua,  and  said.  Because  it  was  certainly 
told  thy  servants,  how  that  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  his  ser- 
vant Moses  to  give  you  all  the  land,  and  to  destroy  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land  from  before  you,  therefore  we  were  sore  afraid  of  our 
lives  because  of  you,  and  have  done  this  thing. 

25  And  now%  behold,  we  are  in  thine  hand:  as  it  seemeth  good  and 
right  unto  thee  to  do  unto  us,  do. 

26  And  so  did  he  unto  them,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  slew  them  not. 

27  And  Joshua  made  them  that  day  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  for  the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  even 
unto  this  day,  in  the  place  which  he  should  choose. 
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AFTER  AN  EKGRAVIXG  BY  JOHN  MARTIN,  K.  L.  B., 
THE   ENGLISH   AKTI8T,    DIED    1854. 

+ 

'*And  it  came  to  pass^  when  the  people  heard  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  shotUed  with  a  great  ahout^ 
that  the  wall  fell  dawn  fUur —Jos.,  6,  20. 

WHEN  the  seventh  day  of  the  strange  siege  dawned* 
Joshua  commanded  that  the  ceremonial  ciicuit 
of  Jericho  be  performed  seven  times  instead  of 
once.  As  the  seventh  round  was  completed,  the  leader 
suddenly  raised  his  \'oice  above  the  silence  and  cried  out 
to  his  people,  ''Shout;  for  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the 
city.**  At  that,  all  Israel  gave  one  great  shout  high  above 
the  noise  of  the  priestly  trumpets.  And  with  the  outcry 
the  mighty  waUs  of  Jericho  crumbled  into  dust;  they  "fdl 
down  fiat;*'  they  perished  as  though  they  had  been  but 
shadows.  The  hordes  of  the  Israelites  rushed  f<Mward9 
they  "went  up  into  the  city,  every  man  straight  before 
him.** 

Grim  and  terrible  was  the  massacre  that  followed. 
The  religious  ecstasy  of  the  Israelites  was  at  its  height. 
Joshua  had  declared  the  people  of  Jericho  accursed,  and 
had  doomed  them  with  all  their  property  to  utter  destruc- 
tion, save  only  for  certain  precious  metals  which  were  to 
be  preserved  for  "the  treasury  of  the  Lord.*'  These  stern 
commands  the  Israelites  obeyed  with  savage  literalness. 
The  vengeance  of  their  Grod  was  upon  Jericho.  They 
wiped  out  the  city  with  fire,  and  put  all  its 
inhabitants  to  the  sword. 
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13  And  the  sun  stood  still,  and  the  moon  stayed,  until  the  people 
had  avenged  themselves  upon  their  enemies.  Is  not  this  written  in 
the  book  of  Jasher?  So  the  sun  stood  still  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
and  hasted  not  to  go  down  about  a  whole  day. 

14  And  there  was  no  day  like  that  before  it  or  after  it,  that  the 
Lord  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  a  man:  for  the  Lord  fought  for 
Israel. 

15  ^  And  Joshua  returned  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the  camp 
to  Gilgal. 

16  But  these  five  kings  fled,  and  hid  themselves  in  a  cave  at  Mak- 
kedah. 

17  And  it  was  told  Joshua,  saying.  The  five  kings  are  found  hid  in 
a  cave  at  Makkedah. 

18  And  Joshua  said.  Roll  great  stones  upon  the  mouth  of  the  cave, 
and  set  men  by  it  for  to  keep  them : 

19  And  stay  ye  not,  but  pursue  after  your  enemies,  and  smite  the 
hindmost  of  them;  suffer  them  not  to  enter  into  their  cities:  for  the 
Lord  vour  God  hath  delivered  them  into  your  hand. 

20  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  and  the  children  of  Israel 
had  made  an  end  of  slaying  them  with  a  very  great  slaughter,  till 
they  were  consumed,  that  the  rest  which  remained  of  them  entered 
into  fenced  cities. 

21  And  all  the  people  returned  to  the  camp  to  Joshua  at  Mak- 
kedah in  peace:  none  moved  his  tongue  against  any  of  the  children 
of  Israel. 

22  Then  said  Joshua,  Open  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  and  bring  oul 
those  five  kings  unto  me  out  of  the  cave. 

23  And  they  did  so,  and  brought  forth  those  five  kings  unto  him 
out  of  the  cave,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  king  of  Hebron,  the  king 
of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  l^achisli,  and  the  king  of  Eglon. 

24  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  brought  out  those  kings  untc 
Joshua,  that  Joshua  called  for  all  the  men  of  Israel,  and  said  untc 
the  captains  of  the  men  of  war  which  went  with  him.  Come  near, 
put  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  these  kings.  And  they  came  near, 
and  put  their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  them. 

25  And  Joshua  said  unto  them.  Fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed,  be 
strong  and  of  good  courage:  for  thus  shall  the  Lord  do  to  all  youi 
enemies  against  whom  ye  fight. 

26  And  afterward  Joshua  smote  them,  and  slew  them,  and  hanged 
them  on  five  trees:  and  they  were  hanging  upon  the  trees  until  the 
evening.     . 

27  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  going  down  of  the  sun 
that  Joshua  commanded,  and  they  took  them  down  off  the  trees,  anc 
cast  them  into  the  cave  wherein  they  had  been  hid,  and  laid  grea 
stones  in  the  cave's  mouth,  which  remain  until  this  very  day. 
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**  But  Joshiui  h(Md  said  .    .    .  bring  out  ihencc  the  icoman^ 
and  all  that  she  hath r— Jos,,  0,  2$, 

EVEN  in  the  frenzy  of  the  assault  on  Jericho,  one 
house  was  spared.  The  spies  whom  Rahab  had 
protected,  }iad  bade  her  mark  her  home  by  hang- 
ing out  a  crimson  cord  similar  to  the  one  with  which  she 
had  lowered  them  from  the  wall.  Now  thev,  bv  Joshua's 
special  order,  hurried  to  Rahab's  house  and  brought  her 
safely  outside  the  cit\'.  **And  Joshua  saved  Rahab  the 
harlot  alive,  and  her  father's  household  and  all  that  she 
had;  and  she  dwelleth  in  Israel  even  unto  this  day."  So 
did  the  might  of  justice,  temper  and  soften  the  fury  of 
the  Israelites. 

Rahab  is  not  mentioned  again  in  the  Old  Testament; 
but  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark,  where  the  genealogy  of 
Christ  is  recorded,  her  name  recurs.  She  was  wedded 
to  Salmon,  son  of  the  chief  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 
Perchance  this  Salmon  had  been  one  of  the  spies  she 
rescued.  From  their  union  was  bom  Boaz,  the  protector 
of  Ruth,  and  ancestor  of  Da\'id.  Rahab's  story  has  ever 
been  accounted  as  typical  of  the  fact  that  Grod's  teachings 
and  gifts  are  for  the  Gentile  as  much  as  for  the  Jew. 
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28  ^  And  that  day  Joshua  took  Makkedah,  and  smote  it  with  the 
ge  of  the  sword,  and  the  king  thereof  he  utterly  destroyed,  them, 
id  all  the  souls  that  were  therein;  he  let  none  remain:  and  he  did  to 
e  king  of  Makkedah  as  he  did  unto  the  king  of  Jericho. 

29  Then  Joshua  passed  from  Makkedah,  and  all  Israel  with  him 
:into  Libnah,  and  fought  against  Libnah: 

30  And  the  Lord  delivered  it  also,  and  the  king  thereof,  into  the 
Ix^ind  of  Israel;  and  he  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  tne  sword,  and  all 

e  souls  that  were  therein;  he  let  none  remain  in  it;  but  did  unto  the 
ng  thereof  as  he  did  unto  the  king  of  Jericho. 

31  ^  And  Joshua  passed  from  Libnah,  and  all  Israel  with  him, 
lanto  Lachish,  and  encamped  against  it,  and  fought  against  it: 

32  And  the  Lord  delivered  Lachish  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  which 
took  it  on  the  second  day,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
and  all  the  souls  that  were  therein,  according  to  all  that  he  had  done  to 
Libnah. 

33  ^Then  Horam  king  of  Gezer  came  up  to  help  Lachish;  and 
Joshua  smote  him  and  his  people,  until  he  had  left  him  none  remaining. 

34  ^  And  from  Lachish  Joshua  passed  unto  Eglon,  and  all  Israel 
^^th  him:  and  they  encamped  against  it,  and  fought  against  it: 

35  And  they  took  it  on  that  day,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword;  and  all  the  souls  that  were  therein  he  utterly  destroyed  that 
^^y,  according  to  all  that  he  had  done  to  Lachish. 

36  And  Joshua  went  up  from  Eglon,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto 
Hebron;  and  they  fought  against  it: 

37  And  they  took  it,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
^he  king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities  thereof,  and  all  the  souls  that  were 
therein;  he  left  none  remaining,  according  to  all  that  he  had  done 
*^      Eglon;  but   destroyed    it    utterly,  and   all    the   souls   that   were 

38  ^  And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  to  Debir,  and 
fo light  against  it: 

39  And  he  took  it,  and  the  king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities  thereof; 
^^d  they  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  utterly  destroyed 
^'*  the  souls  that  were  therein;  he  left  none  remaining:  as  he  had  done 
^^  Hebron,  so  he  did  to  Debir,  and  to  the  king  thereof;  as  he  had  done 
^'^o  to  Libnah,  and  to  her  king. 

-iO  ^  So  Joshua  smote  all  the  country  of  the  hills,  and  of  the  south, 
^^d  of  the  vale,  and  of  the  springs,  and  all  their  kings:  he  left  none 
^^^»maining,  but  utterly  destroyed  all  that  breathed,  as  the  Lord  God 
^^   Israel  commanded. 

41  And  Joshua  smote  them  from  Kadesh-barnea  even  unto  Gaza, 
^^d  all  the  country  of  Goshen,  even  unto  Gibeon. 

42  And  all  these  kings  and  their  land  did  Joshua  take  at  one  time» 
'^^^cause  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  fought  for  Israel. 


408  JOSHUA  XI — ^BATTLE  OP  MEROM 

43  And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the  camp 
to  Gilgal. 

Cdapter  II 

1  IHven  kinffs  overcome  at  (he  waUre  of  Merom.    10  Hazor  ie  taken  and  bumL    IHAU  tke  amnty  taken  k{ 
Joshua,    21  The  Anakime  cut  off. 

[|ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jabin  king  of  Hazor  had  heard 
fhose  thinaSy  that  he  sent  to  Jobab  king  of  M adon,  and  to  the 
king  of  Shimron,  and  to  the  king  of  Achshaph, 

2  And  to  the  kings  that  were  on  the  north  of  the  mountains,  and 
of  the  plains  south  of  Chinneroth,  and  in  the  valley,  and  in  the  borders 
of  Dor  on  the  west, 

3  And  to  the  Canaanite  on  the  east  and  on  the  west,  and  to  the 
Amorite,  and  the  Hittite,  and  the  Perizzite,  and  the  Jebusite  in  the 
mountains,  and  to  the  Hivite  under  Hermon  in  the  land  of  Mizpeh. 

4  And  they  went  out,  they  and  all  their  hosts  with  them,  mucli 

Eeople,  even  as  the  sand  that  is  upon  the  seashore  in  multitude,  witli 
orses  and  chariots  very  many. 

5  And  when  all  these  kings  were  met  together,  they  came  and 
pitched  together  at  the  waters  of  Merom,  to  fight  against  Israel.* 

6  ^  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Be  not  afraid  because  of  them 
for  to-morrow  about  this  time  will  I  deliver  them  up  all  slain  before 
Israel:  thou  shalt  hough  their  horses,  and  burn  their  chariots  witl 
fire. 

7  So  Joshua  came,  and  all  the  people  of  war  with  him,  against  then 
by  the  waters  of  Merom  suddenly;  and  they  fell  upon  them. 

8  And  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  whc 
smote  them,  and  chased  them  unto  great  Zidon,  and  unto  Misrephoth 
maim,  and  unto  the  valley  of  Mizpen  eastward;  and  they  smote  them 
until  they  left  them  none  remaining. 

9  And  Joshua  did  unto  them  as  the  Lord  bade  him:  he  hoUghec 
their  horses,  and  burnt  their  chariots  with  fire. 

10  ^  And  Joshua  at  that  time  turned  back,  and  took  Hazor,  anc 
smote  the  king  thereof  with  the  sword:  for  Hazor  beforetime  wa 
the  head  of  all  those  kingdoms. 

11  And  they  smote  afl  the  souls  that  were  therein  with  the  edg< 
of  the  sword,  utterly  destroying  theni:  there  was  not  any  left  to  breathe 
and  he  burnt  Hazor  with  fire. 

12  And  all  the  cities  of  those  kings,  and  all  the  kings  of  them,  die 
Joshua  take,  and  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  h^ 
utterlv  destroved  them,  as  Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord  commanded 

13  But  as  for  the  cities  that  stood  still  in  their  strength,'  Israe 
burned  none  of  them,  save  Hazor  only;  thai  did  Joshua  burn. 

Tbese  were  tbe  dty  IdngB  of  northern  Palestine.  The  sites  of  some  of  the  places  mentioned  are  no< 
ankDOwn.  but  "the  watera  of  luiom"  is  a  name  given  a  lalce  of  the  upper  Jordan,  about  ten  miles  above  tt 
Sea  of  Galilee.  *Thi8  traosUlion  Is  corrected  in  the  Revised  Version,  to  read  **  that  stood  on  their  moawk. 
that  is.  the  hfll  cities. 
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**And  Joshua  rent  his  dothss,  and  fell  to  the  earth,** — 
Jos.,  7,  6. 

JERICHO  lies  deep  in  Jordan  valley.  Behind  it  the 
mountain  passes  rise  steeply  to  the  colder,  healthier 
highlands  of  Jerusalem  and  its  neighborhood. 
After  conquering  Jericho,  Joshua  does  not  seem  to  have 
waited  for  further  commands  from  God,  but  of  his  own 
will  despatched  pioneers  to  search  out  the  mountain  roads. 
They  came  presently  upon  the  small  mountain  city  of 
Ai  perched  high  above  the  pass;  and  returning  to  Joshua 
they  counselled  him  to  send  forth  '"about  two  or  three 
thousand  men"  to  smite  Ai.  More  were  not  needed  for 
so  small  a  city;  or  so  the  Israelites  thought  in  the  boastful 
self-confidence  inspired  by  their  A-ictor}-  over  mighty  Jericho. 
So  three  thousand  men  marched  presumptuously 
against  Ai,  and  were  roundly  defeated.  Six  and  thirty 
were  slain,  while  the  rest  fled  in  ignominious  terror.  The 
loss  was  small;  but  the  effect  of  the  unexpected  defeat  was 
far  reaching.  All  Israel  was  afraid,  and  all  Canaan  was 
rejoiced;  for  the  invaders  were  no  longer  invincible. 
Joshua  was  in  despair.  Had  Grod  indeed  deserted  Israel  ? 
He  cried  out  like  the  feeblest  of  his  followers,  "Alas,  O 
I^rd  God,  wherefore  hast  thou  at  all  brought  this  people 
over  Jordan,  to  deliver  us  into  the  hands  of  the  Amorites, 
to  destroy  us  ?  Would  to  God  we  had  been  content,  and 
dwelt  on  the  other  side  Jordan!'* 
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14  And  all  the  spoil  of  these  cities,  and  the  cattle,  the  children  of 
-Israel  took  for  a  prey  unto  themselves;  but  every  man  they  smote 
"^rith  the  edge  of  the  sword,  until  they  had  destroyed  them,  neither 
l^ft  they  any  to  breathe. 

15  Tf  As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  his  servant,  so  did  Moses 
-<:rcmmand  Joshua,  and  so  did  Joshua;  he  left  nothing  undone  of  all 
"tliat  the  Lord  commanded  Moses. 

16  So  Joshua  took  all  that  land,  the  hills,  and  all  the  south  country, 
-atnd  all  the  land  of  Goshen,  and  the  valley,  and  the  plain,  and  tne 
xnountain  of  Israel,  and  the  valley  of  the  same; 

17  Even  from  the  mount  Halak,  that  goeth  up  to  Seir,  even  unto 
Baal-gad  in  the  valley  of  Lebanon  under  mount  Hermon :  and  all  their 
longs  ne  took,  and  smote  them,  and  slew  them. 

18  Joshua  made  war  a  long  time  with  all  those  kings. 

19  There  was  not  a  city  that  made  peace  with  the  children  of 
Israel,  save  the  Hivites,  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon:  all  otiier  they 
took  in  battle. 

20  For  it  was  of  the  I^ord  to  harden  their  hearts,  that  they  should 
come  against  Israel  in  battle,  that  he  might  destroy  them  utterly,  and 
tfiat  they  might  have  no  favour,  but  that  he  might  destroy  them,  as 
tfie  Lord  commanded  Moses. 

^1  ^  And  at  that  time  came  Joshua,  and  cut  off  the  Anakims  from 
^e  mountains,  from  Hebron,  from  Debir,  from  Anab,  and  from  all 
tH^  mountains  of  Judah,  and  from  all  the  mountains  of  Israel:  Joshust 
^^stroyed  them  utterly  wath  their  cities. 

22  There  was  none  of  the  Anakims  left  in  the  land  of  the  children 
^f  Israel:  only  in  Gaza,  in  Gath,  and  in  Ashdod,  there  remained. 

23  So  Joshua  took  the  whole  land,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord 
*^id  unto  Moses;  and  Joshua  gave  it  for  an  inheritance  unto  Israel, 
^^cording  to  their  divisions  by  their  tribes.  And  the  land  rested 
'^om  war.* 

Cfiapter  12 

"^^ke  twn  kings  whose  countries  Moeee  took  and  disposed  of.    7  The  one  and  thirty  kings  on  the  other  side  Jordan 
tth  Joshua  emote. 

i|OW  these  are  the  kings  of  the  land,  which  the  children  of 
Israel  smote,  and   possessed  their  land  on  the  other  side 
Jordan,  toward  the  rising  of  the  sun;  from  the  river  Arnon 
^nto  mount  Hermon,  and  all  the  plain  on  the  east: 

2  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  who  dwelt  in  Heshbon,  and  ruled 

iTom  Aroer,  ^iiich  is  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Arnon,  and  from 

the  middle  of  the  river,  and  from  half  Gilead,  even  unto  the  river 

Jabbok,  which  is  the  border  of  the  children  of  Ammon; 

8  And  from  the  plain  to  the  sea  of  Chinneroth  on  the  east,  and 

^Ftom  other  biblical  passages  it  can  be  figured  out  that  Joshua's  wars  probably  lasted  six  or  seven  yeaniL 


} 
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unto  the  sea  of  the  plain,  even  the  salt  sea  on  the  east,  the   way 
Bethjeshimoth;  and  from  the  south,  under  Ashdoth-pisgah: 

4  if  And  the  coast  of  Og  king  of  Bashan,  waich  was  of  the^ 
remnant  of  the  giants,  that  dwelt  at  Ashtaroth  and  at  Edrei, 

5  And  reigned  in  mount  Hermon,  and  in  Saleah,  and  in  all  Bashan,^.. 
unto  the  border  of  the  Geshurites,  and  the  Maachathites,  and  hal9 
Gilead,  the  border  of  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon. 

6  Them  did  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  and  the  children  of  Israe! 
smite:  and  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Ix)rd  gave  it  for  a  possession  unt 
the  Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh — 

7  \  And  these  are  the  kin^s  of  the  country  which  Joshua  and  th^ 
children  of  Israel  smote  on  this  side  Jordan  on  the  west,  from  Baal- 
gad  in  the  valley  of  Lebanon  even  unto  the  mount  Halak,  that  goeth^ 
up  to  Seir;  which  Joshua  gave  unto  the  tribes  of  Israel /or  a  possession.^ 
according  to  their  divisions; 

8  In  the  mountains,  and  in  the  valleys,  and  in  the  plains,  and  i 
the  springs,  and  in  the  wilderness,  and  in  the  south  countrv:  th 
Hittites,  tne  Amorites,  and  the  Canaanites,  the  Perizzites,  the  llivites^ 
and  the  Jebusites: 

9  IfThe  king  of  Jericho,one ;  the  king  of  Ai,which  is  beside Bethel,one;* 

10  The  king  of  Jerusalem,  one;  the  king  of  Hebron,  one; 

11  The  king  of  Jarmuth,  one:  the  king  of  Lachish,  one; 

12  The  king  of  Eglon,  one;  the  king  of  Gezer,  one; 

13  The  king  of  Debir,  one;  the  king  of  Geder,  one; 

14  The  king  of  Hormah,  one;  the  king  of  Arad,  one; 

15  The  king  of  Libnah,  one;  the  king  of  Adullam,  one; 

16  The  king  of  Makkcdah,  one;  the  King  of  Beth-el,  one; 

17  The  king  of  Tappuah,  one;  the  king  of  Hepher,  one; 

18  The  king  of  Apnek,  one;  the  king  of  Lasharon,  one; 

19  The  king  of  Madon,  one;  the  king  of  Hazor,  one; 

20  The  king  of  Shimron-meron,  one;  the  king  of  Achshaph,  one; 

21  The  king  of  Taanach,  one;  the  king  of  Megiddo,  one; 

22  The  king  of  Kedesh,  one:  the  king  of  Jokneam  of  Carmel,  one; 

23  The  king  of  Dor  in  the  coast  of  Dor,  one;  the  king  of  the  nations 
of  Gilgal,  one; 

24  The  king  of  Tirzah,  one:  all  the  kings  thirty  and  one. 

Cliapter  13 

1  The  hounds  of  the  land  not  yet  conquered.  H  The  inheritance  of  the  two  tribes  and  half.  14.  33  The  Lord  and 
his  sacrifices  are  the  inheritance  of  Leti*.  15  The  bounds  of  the  inheritance  of  Reuben,  22  Balaam  sk!^  24  Th€ 
bounds  of  the  inheritance  of  Gad,  29  and  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh. 

|OW  Joshua  was  old  and  stricken  in  years;  and  the  Lord  said 
unto  him.  Thou  art  old  and  stricken  in  years,  and  there 

remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed. 

2  This  is  the  land  that  yet  remaineth :  all  the  borders  of  the  Philis- 
tines, and  all  Geshuri, 


BY  J.  JAMUS  TISSOT.       RKPROPI'CED  BY  rOl"RTF-SY  OF 
THE  AMERU'AN  1 ISSOT  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

+ 

'*And  he  brouffht  his  household  man  by  man,  and  Achan 
.     .     iras  taken. ^* — Jos.,  T.  IS, 


WHEN  after  the  defeat  at  Ai  Joshua  appealed  to 
God  for  help,  that  help  was  ^ven  him,  as  al- 
ways. God  declared  that  there  was  among 
the  Israelites  one  man  who  had  disobeyed  eyen  the  most 
direct  of  the  diyiiic  commands,  one  who  had  coyeted  the 
riches  of  Jericho  and  had  rescued  and  secreted  for  his 
own  use  some  of  those  spoils  which  had  been  intended 
as  a  "burnt  offering'^  to  Ix?  sacrificed  to  God  in  the  flames 
of  Jericho.  For  the  sin  of  this  one  fallen  soul,  covetous, 
treacherous  and  discilxdient,  and  also,  it  may  be,  for  the 
recklessness  and  vainglory  of  the  nation,  all  Israel  was 
being  punished. 

The  next  morning  Joshua  sought  to  detect  the  guilty 
man,  ap|>ealing  to  the  Lonl  for  help.  The  entire  nation 
was  bidden  to  march  before  Joshua;  whereon  the  lot, 
or  whatcyer  method  was  employed,  indicated  that  the 
tribe  of  Judah  contained  the  guilty  man.  Then  the  tribe 
of  Judah  was  divided  into  families,  and  then  into  single 
hous<*hol(is.  and  so  nl  last  the  lot  was  narrowed  down  until 
the  man  Achiiii  stmnl  alone  l^efore  Joshua.  He  confessed 
liimself  the  iruillv  one. 
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3  From  Sihor,  which  is  before  Egypt,  even  unto  the  borders 
Ekron  northward,  which  is  counted  to  the  Canaanite:  five  lords 
tho  Philistines;  the  Gazathites,  and  the  Ashdothites,  the  Eshkalonite 
the  Gittites,  and  the  Ekronites;  also  the  iVvites: 

4  From  the  soyth,  all  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  and  Meart 
that  is  beside  the  Sidonians,  unto  Aphek,  to  the  borders  of  the  Amo 
ites : 

5  And  the  land  of  the  Giblites,  and  all  Lebanon,  toward  the  su 
rising,  from  Baal-gad  under  mount  Hermon  unto  the  entering  in 
Hamath. 

6  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  hill-country  from  Lebanon  unto  Misr 
photh-maim,  and  all  the  Sidonians,  them  will  I  drive  out  from  befo 
th^  children  of  Israel:  only  divide  thou  it  by  lot  unto  the  Israelit 
for*  an  inheritance,  as  I  have  commanded  thee. 

'7  Now  therefore  divide  this  land  for  an  inheritance  unto  the  nil 
trilDes,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 

S  With  whom  the  Reubenites  and  the  Gadites  have  received  the 
iJ^neritance,  which  Moses  gave  them,  beyond  Jordan  eastward,  eiH 
Hs   Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  gave  them; 

S  From  Aroer,  that  is  upon  the  oank  of  the  river  Arnon,  and  tl: 
^i  ty  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the  river,  and  all  the  plain  of  Medeba  unl 
I>il)on; 

10  And  all  the  cities  of  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  which  reigm 
^^    Heshbon,  unto  the  border  of  the  children  of  Ammon; 

11  And  Gilead,  and  the  border  of  the  Geshurites  and  Maach; 
tivites,  and  all  mount  Hermon,  and  all  Bashan  unto  Salcah; 

12  All  the  kingdom  of  Og  in  Bashan,  which  reigned  in  Ashtarol 
^^^<1  in  Edrei,  w^o  remained  of  the  remnant  of  the  giants:  for  the! 
^^^  Moses  smite,  and  cast  them  out. 

13  Nevertheless  the  children  of  Israel  expelled  not  the  Geshurite 
^^^^r  the  IMaachathites :  but  the  Geshurites  and  the  Maachathit^ 
^  ^^^ell  among  the  Israelites  until  this  day. 

14  Onlv  unto  the  tribe  of  Levi  he  ^ave  none  inheritance;  the  sa< 
^  *^ces  of  the  liORD  God  of  Israel  made  by  fire  are  their  inheritanc 
^^5  he  said  imto  them. 

15  ^  And  Moses'  gave  unto  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Reube 
'^^^^ritance  according  to  their  families. 

16  And  their  coast  was  from  Aroer,  that  is  on  the  bank  of  the  riv< 
^-^Uon,  and  the  city  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the  river,  and  all  the  plai 
^y  Medeba; 

-^  l7  Heshbon,  and  all  her  cities  that  are  in  the  plain;  Dibon,  an 
**^txioth-baal,  and  Beth-baal-meon, 

1 8  And  Jahaza,  and  Kedemoth,  and  Mephaath, 
Is  And  Kirjathaim,  and  Sibmah,  and  Zareth-shahar  in  the  moui 
^^  the  valley, 
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20  And  Beth-peor,  and  Ashdoth-pisgah,  and  Beth-jeshimoth, 

21  And  all  the  cities  of  the  plain,  and  all  the  kingdom  of  Sihon  king 
of  the  Amorites,  which  reigned  in  Heshbon,  whom  Moses  smote 
with  the  princes  of  Midian,  Evi,  and  Rekem,  and  Zur,  and  Hur,  and 
Reba,  which  were  dukes  of  Sihon,  dwelhng  in  the  country. 

22  ^  Balaam  also  the  son  of  Beor,  the  soothsayer,  did  the  children 
of  Israel  slay  with  the  sword  among  them  that  were  slain  by  them. 

23  And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Reuben  was  Jordan,  and  the 
border  tJiereoJ.  This  was  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Reuben 
after  their  families,  the  cities  and  the  villages  thereof. 

24  And  Moses  gave  inheritance  unto  the  tribe  of  Gad,  even  unto 
the  children  of  Gad  according  to  their  families. 

25  -iVnd  their  coast  was  Jazer,  and  all  the  cities  of  Gilead,  and  half 
the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  unto  Aroer  that  is  before  Rabbah: 

26  And  from  Heshbon  unto  Ramath-mizpeh,  and  Betonim;  and 
from  Mahanaim  unto  the  border  of  Debir; 

27  And  in  the  valley,  Beth-aram,  and  Beth-nimrah,  and  Succoth, 
and  Zaphon,  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  of  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon, 
Jordan  and  his  border,  even  unto  the  edge  of  the  sea  of  Chinnereth 
on  the  other  side  Jordan  eastward. 

28  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Gad  after  their  fam- 
ilies, the  cities,  and  their  \dllages. 

29  T[  And  Moses  gave  inheritance  unto  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh: 
and  this  was  the  possession  of  the  half  tribe  of  the  children  of  Manasseh 
by  their  families. 

30  And  their  coast  was  from  Mahanaim,  all  Bashan,  all  the  king- 
dom of  Og  king  of  Bashan,  and  all  the  towns  of  Jair,  which  are  in 
Bashan,  threescore  cities: 

31  And  half  Gilead,  and  Ashtaroth,  and  Edrei,  cities  of  the  king- 
dom of  Og  in  Bashan,  were  jyertaining  unto  the  children  of  Machir 
the  son  of  Manasseh,  even  to  the  one-half  of  the  children  of  Machir 
by  their  families. 

32  These  are  the  countries  which  Moses  did  distribute  for  inheri- 
tance in  the  plains  of  Moab,  on  the  other  side  Jordan,  by  Jericho, 
eastward. 

33  But  unto  the  tribe  of  Levi  Moses  gave  not  tifiy  inheritance:  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  ivas  their  inheritance,  as  he  said  unto  them. 

Cfiapter  14 

1  The  nine  tribes  and  a  Half  are  to  have  their  inheritance  by  lot.    6  Caleb  by  privilege  obtaineth  Hebron, 

ND  these  are  the  countries  which  the  children  of  Israel  in- 
herited in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  Eleazar  the  priest, 

and  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of 

the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel,  distributed  for  inheritance  to  them. 


9ti)an'!Bi  Beat!) 


BY  H.  ^ELVnXE,  AX  ENGLISH  AWTIST  OF  THE  EARLY 

NINETEENTH  CEXTI'RY. 
+ 

*' And  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones.** — Jos.^  7,  25. 

THINK  what  must  have  been  the  terror  of  Achan  as 
he  saw  tlie  fatal  lot  come  narrowing  down,  ever 
nearer  to  him.  He  had  plundered  both  gold  and 
silver  from  Jericho,  and  especially  he  had  seized  upon  a 
gorgeous  ** Babylonish  garment"  which  had  caught  his 
barbaric  eye.  These  treasures  he  had  hidden  in  his  tent, 
safely,  as  he  thought  Yet  now  his  secret  was  unsealed, 
his  end  was  come. 

He  knew  this  and  submitted  quietly.  Some  shadow 
of  his  sin  had  apparently  touched  his  family  also;  for 
Joshua  commanded  that  all  of  these  and  all  of  Achan's 
possessions  should  be  burned  with  fire.  The  doomed 
family  were  dragged  to  the  near  valley  of  Achor,  which 
means  "trouble.*'  They  were  stoned  to  death  and  then 
burned. 

"And  they  raised  over  him  a  great  heap  of  stones  unto 
this  day.  So  the  Lord  turned  from  the  fierceness  of  his 
anger:  wherefore  the  name  of  that  place  was  called  The 
valley  of  Achor,  unto  this  day." 
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2  Xiy  lot  was  their  inheritance,  as  the  I^ord  commanded  by  the 
liand  of  Moses,  for  the  nine  tribes,  and /or  the  half  tribe. 

3  Tor  Moses  had  i^iven  the  inheritance  of  two  tribes  and  an  half 
tnbe  on  the  other  side  Jordan:  but  unto  the  Levites  he  gave  none 
inheritance  among  them. 

4  For  the  children  of  Joseph  were  tw^o  tribes,  Manasseh  and 
Ephraim:  therefore  they  gave  no  part  unto  the  Levites  in  the  land, 
save  cities  to  dwell  in,  with  their  suburbs  for  their  cattle  and  for  their 
substance. 

5  As  the  Lord  commanded  jMoses,  so  the  children  of  Israel  did, 
and  they  divided  the  land. 

6  H  Then  the  children  of  Judah  came  unto  Joshua  in  Gilgal: 
and  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  the  Kenezite  said  unto  him,  Thou 
know  est  the  thing  that  tne  Lord  said  unto  Moses  the  man  of  God 
coneerninfi:  me  and  thee  in  Kadesh-barnea. 

'  l^orty  years  old  ivas  I  when  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  sent 
i^^  from  Kadesh-barnea  to  espy  out  the  land;  and  I  brought  him 
word  again  as  it  was  in  mine  heart. 

^  Nevertheless  my  brethren  that  went  up  with  me  made  the  heart 
of  the  people  melt:  but  I  wholly  followed  the  Lord  my  God. 

^  And  Moses  sware  on  that  day,  saying,  Surely  the  land 
^^^reon  thy  feet  have  trodden  shall  be  thine  inheritance,  and  thy 
^Idren's  for  ever,  because  thou  hast  wholly  followed  the  Lord  my 

10  And  now,  behold,  the  Lord  hath  kept  me  alive,  as  he  said, 
^^^se  forty  and  five  years,  even  since  the  Lord  spake  this  word  unto 
"^^Oses,  while  the  children  of  Israel  wandered  in  the  wilderness:  and 
^W,  lo,  I  am  this  day  fourscore  and  five  years  old. 

11  As  yet  I  am  as  strong  this  day  as  /  ivas  in  the  day  that  Moses 
^^it  me:  as  my  strength  was  then,  even  so  is  my  strength  now,  for 

^1*,  both  to  go  out,  and  to  come  in. 
•      l2  Now  therefore  give  me  this  mountain,  whereof  the  Lord  spake 
^f^   that  day;  for  thou  heardest  in  that  day  how  the  Anakims  ^vere 
^^re,  and  that  the  cities  were  great  and  fenced:  if  so  be  the  Lord 
^^il  be  with  me,  then  I  shall  be  able  to  drive  them  out,  as  the  Lord 


13  And  Joshua  blessed  him,  and  gave  unto  Caleb  the  son  of  Jeph- 
^^tieh  Hebron  for  an  inheritance. 

X4  Hebron  therefore  became  the  inheritance  of  Caleb  the  son  of 
!^^phunneh  the  Kenezite  unto  this  day,  because  that  he  w^hoUy  fol- 
*^xved  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

15  And  the  name  of  Hebron  before  wa^  Kirjath-arba;  which 
^Trha  was  a  great  man  among  the  Anakims.  And  the  land  had  rest 
from  war. 
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chapter  15 

lTheborder$oftKeUito[Judah.     13  Caleb* 8  portian  and  conqueM.     \fi  OOtniH,  for  hU  valor,  ka/k  Ath9ak,CiMfs 
daughUr,  to  wife,     18  She  oUaindh  a  blessing  of  her  father.     2 1  The  cities  of  Judah.     63  The  JebuaOeM  noi 
guered. 


HIS  then  was  the  lot  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah 
by  their  families;  even  to  the  border  of  Eklom  the  wilderness 
of  Zin  southward  was  the  uttermost  part  of  the  south  coast. 

2  And  their  south  border  was  from  the  shore  of  the  salt  sea,  from 
the  bay  that  looketh  southward: 

3  And  it  went  out  to  the  south  side  to  Maaleh-acrabbim,  and 

Eassed  along  to  Zin,  and  ascended  up  on  the  south  side  unto  Kadesh- 
amea,  and  passed  along  to  Hezron,  and  went  up  to  Adar,  and  fetched 
a  compass  to  Karkaa : 

4  From  thence  it  passed  toward  Azmon,  and  went  out  unto  the 
river  of  Egypt;  and  tne  goings  out  of  that  coast  were  at  the  sea:  this 
shall  be  your  south  coast. 

5  And  the  east  biirder  wa^  the  salt  sea,  even  unto  the  end  of  Jordan, 
And  their  border  in  the  north  quarter  was  from  the  bay  of  the  sea 
at  the  uttermost  part  of  Jordan: 

6  And  the  border  went  up  to  Beth-hogla,  and  passed  along  by  the 
north  of  Beth-arabah;  and  the  border  went  up  to  the  stone  ot  Bohan 
the  son  of  Reuben: 

7  And  the  border  went  up  ioTvard  Debir  from  the  valley  of  Achor, 
and  so  northward,  looking  toward  Gilgal,  that  is  before  the  going  up 
to  Adummim,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  river:  and  the  border 
passed  toward  the  waters  of  En-sheniesh,  and  the  goings  out  thereof 
were  at  En-rogel: 

8  And  the  border  went  up  by  the  valL-^y  of  the  son  of  Hinnom  unto 
the  south  side  of  the  Jebusite:  the  same  ^5  Jerusalem:  and  the  border 
went  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  Ueth  before  the  valley  of 
Hinnom  westward,  which  is  at  the  end  of  the  valley  of  the  giants 
northward : 

9  And  the  border  was  drawn  from  the  top  of  ihe  hill  unto  the 
fountain  of  the  water  of  Nephtoah,  and  went  out  to  the  cities  of 
mount  Ephron;  and  the  border  was  drawn  to  Baalah,  which  is  Kirjath- 
jearim : 

10  And  the  border  compassed  from  Baalah  westward  unto  mount 
Seir,  and  passed  along  unto  the  side  of  mount  Jearim,  which  is 
Chesalon,  on  the  north  side,  and  went  down  to  Beth-shemesh,  and 
passed  on  to  Timnah: 

11  And  the  border  went  out  unto  the  side  of  Ekron  northward: 
and  the  border  was  drawn  to  Shicron,  and  passed  along  to  mount 
Baalah,  and  went  out  unto  Jabneel;  and  the  goings  out  of  the  border 
were  at  the  sea. 

12  And  the  west  border  was  to  the  great  sea,  and  the  coast  thereof. 
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BY    FREDERIC    LIX,    A    CX>NTEMPOR.\RY    ALBATIAX 

ARTIST. 

4- 

"And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua^  Stretch  out  the  spear 
that  is  in  thy  hand  toward  -rli." — Jos.,  8,  18, 

ISRAEL  hanng  been  purified  of  Achan*s  sin,  and  re- 
stored to  a  state  of  harmony  ^nth  God,  Joshua  turned 
his  thought  eagerly  to  retrieving  the  defeat  at  Ai. 
This  time  he  sought  God's  council  in  the  matter;  and  by 
dinne  command  the  entire  fighting  force  of  the  nation 
marched  up  into  the  mountain^  against  Ai.  An  ambus- 
cade was  laid  about  the  city.  Then  Joshua  with  the  main 
body  of  his  followers  marched  openly  toward  the  central 
gale.  The  men  of  Ai,  strong  in  their  previous  victory, 
rushed  out  against  them,  and  again  the  L^raelites  turned 
as  if  to  flee. 

This  time,  however,  the  flight  was  only  a  pretense.  No 
sooner  were  the  men  of  Ai  clear  of  the  citv,  than  Joshua 
raised  aloft  his  spear  as  a  signal.  Immediately  the  Israd- 
ites  who  lay  in  ambush  rushed  in  and  took  possession  Gi 
Ai.  Those  with  Joshua  turned  fiercely  on  their  pursuers. 
The  enemy  were  entrapped  between  two  forces;  and 
*' Joshua  drew  not  his  hand  back,  wherewith  he  stretched 
out  the  spear,  until  he  had  utterly  destroyed  ail  the  in- 
habitants of  Ai.*' 
•  The  revenge  of  Israel  was  complete. 


III-17 


JOSHUA  XV— Caleb's  daughter  415 

riis  is  the  coast  of  the  children  of  Judah  round  about  according  to 
licir  families. 

13  ^  And  unto  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  he  gave  a  part  among 
he  children  of  Judah,  according  to  tiie  commandment  of  the  Lord 
o  Joshua,  even  the  city  of  Arba  the  father  of  Anak,  which  city  is 
lebron. 

14  And  Caleb  drove  thence  the  three  sons  of  Anak,  Sheshai,  and 
Lhiman,  and  Talmai,  the  children  of  Anak. 

15  And  he  went  up  thence  to  the  inhabitants  of  Debir:  and  tho 
L&me  of  Debir  before  was  Kirjath-sepher. 

16  ^  And  Caleb  said.  He  that  smiteth  Kirjath-sepher,  and  taketh 
t,  to  him  will  I  give  Achsah  my  daughter  to  wife. 

17  And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  the  brother  of  Caleb,  took  it# 
Mad  he  gave  him  Achsah  his  daughter  to  wife. 

18  And  it  came  to  pass,  -as  she  came  u7ito  hirtiy  that  she  moved  him 
wO  ask  of  her  father  a  field:  and  she  lighted  off  Iter  ass;  and  Caleb  said 
iinto  her.  What  wouldest  thou  ? 

19  Who  answered.  Give  me  a  blessing;  for  thou  hast  given  me  » 
*oiith  land;  give  me  also  springs  of  water.  And  he  gave  her  the  upper 
springs,  and  the  nether  springs. 

20  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judab 
^<^ording  to  their  families. 

81  And  the  uttermost  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah 
^Ward  the  coast  of  Edom  southward  were  Kabzeel,  and  Eder,  and 
^agur. 

22  And  Kinah,  and  Dimonah,  and  Adadah, 

23  And  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and  Ithnan, 

24  Ziph,  and  Telem,  and  Bealoth, 

25  And  Hazor,  Hadattah,  and  Kerioth,  and  Hezron,  which  is 
Hazor, 

26  Amam,  and  Shema,  and  Moladah, 

27  And  Hazar-gaddah,  and  Heshmon,  and  Beth-palet, 

28  And  Hazar-shual,  and  Beer-sheba,  and  Bizjothjah, 

29  Baalah,  and  lim,  and  Azem, 

30  And  Eltolad,  and  Chesil,  and  Hormah, 

31  And  Ziklag,  and  Madmannah,  and  Sansannah, 

32  And  Lebaoth,  and  Shilhim,  and  Ain,  and  Rimmon:  alk  the 
cities  are  twenty  and  nine,  with  their  villages; 

33  And  in  the  valley,  Eshtaol,  and  Zoreah,  and  Ashnah, 

34  And  Zanoah,  and  En-gannim,  Tappuah,  and  Enam, 

35  Jarmuth,  and  Adullam,  Socoh,  and  Azekah, 

36  And  Sharaim,  and  Adithaim,  and  Gederah,  and  Grederothaim; 
■ourteen  cities  with  their  villages: 

87  Zenan,  and  Hadashah,  and  Migdal-gad, 
38  And  Dilean,  and  IVIizpeh,  and  Joktheel, 
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39  Lachish,  and  Bozkath,  and  Eglon, 

40  And  Cabbon,  and  Lahmam,  and  Kithlish, 

41  And  Gederoth,  Beth-dagon,  and  Naamah,  and  Makked^; 
sixteen  cities  with  their  villages: 

42  Libnah,  and  Ether,  and  Ashan, 

43  And  Jiphtah,  and  Ashnah,  and  Nezib, 

44  And  Keilah,  and  Achzib,  and  Mareshah;  nine  cities  with  their 
villages : 

45  Ekron,  with  her  towns  and  her  villages: 

46  From  Ekron  even  unto  the  sea,  all  that  lay  near  Ashdod,  with 
their  ^^llages: 

47  Ashdod  with  her  towns  and  her  villages,  Gaza  with  her  towns 
and  her  villages,  unto  the  river  of  Egypt,  and  the  great  sea,  and  the 
border  thereoj: 

48  %  And  in  the  mountains,  Shamir,  and  Jattir,  and  Socoh, 

49  And  Dannah,  and  Kirjath-sannah,  which  is  Debir, 

50  And  Anab,  and  Eshtemoh,  and  Anim, 

51  And  Goshen,  and  Holon,  and  Giloh;  eleven  cities  with  their 
villages: 

5i  Arab,  and  Dumah,  and  Eshean, 

53  And  Janum,  and  Beth-tappuah,  and  Aphekah, 

54  And  Humtah,  and  Kirjath-arba,  which  is  Hebron,  and  Zior; 
nine  cities  with  their  villages: 

55  Maon,  Carmel,  and^iph,  and  Juttah, 

56  And  Jezreel,  and  Jokdeam,  and  Zanoah, 

57  Cain,  Gibeah,  and  Timnah;  ten  cities  with  their  villages: 

58  Halhul,  Beth-zur,  and  Gedor, 

59  And  Maarath,  and  Beth-anoth,  and  Eltekon;  six  cities  with 
their  villages: 

60  Kirjath-baal,  which  is  Kirjath-jearim,  and  Rabbah;  two  cities 
with  their  villages: 

61  In  the  wilderness,  Beth-arabah,  Middin,  and  Secacah, 

62  And  Nibshan,  and  the  city  of  Salt,  and  En-gedi;  six  cities  with 
their  villages. 

63  ^  As  for  the  Jebusites  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  chil- 
dren of  Judah  could  not  drive  them  out :  but  the  Jebusites  dwell  with 
the  children  of  Judah  at  Jerusalem  unto  this  day. 

Ctiapter  16 

1  The  general  borders  of  the  »om  of  Joseph.    5  The  border  of  the  inherilance  of  Ephraim,    10  The  Caiuumilcsr 
not  conquered. 

ND  the  lot  of  the  children  of  Joseph  fell  from  Jordan  by- 
Jericho,  unto  the  w^ater  of  Jericho  on  the  east,  to  the  wilder- 

ness  that  goeth  up  from  Jericho  throughout  mount  Beth-el, 

2  And  goeth  out  from  Beth-el  to  Luz,  and  passeth  along  unto  the 
borders  of  Archi  to  Ataroth, 
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BY  FREDERIC  UX,  A  CONTEMPORARY  AL&ATIAN 

ARTIST. 


"  Then  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  God  oflwmA 
in  mount  Ehal^ — Jo*.,  8^  SO, 

NOW  indeed,  was  Israel  feared  through  all  Caiuuui. 
Therefore  Joshua  felt  that  he  could  pause  from 
warfare  for  a  time  in  order  to  perform  that  great 
religious  rite  which  God  and  Moses  had  enjoined  upon  the 
nation  when  Israel  should  enter  into  possession  of  the 
Promised  Land.  This  is  impressively  described  where 
it  is  commanded  in  the  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  Deuter- 
onomy,  and  is  told  of  again  in  the  book  of  Joshua. 

The  entire  nation  departed  from  their  camp  at  Gilgal 
and  marched  to  Mount  Ebal,  which  stands  in  the  heart 
of  central  Palestine  overlooking  the  beautiful  valley  of 
Shechem,  with  its  memories  of  Abraham,  of  Jacob,  and 
of  the  youthful  Joseph.  Here  an  altar  was  erected;  the 
laws  of  Moses  were  inscribed  on  stone  and  set  up  within 
sight  of  all  men;  and  then  a  meeting  of  all  Israel  was  called. 
Six  of  the  tribes  stood  upon  the  slopes  of  Mount  Ebal,  and 
six  upon  the  slope  of  Mount  Gerizim,  which  stands  oppo- 
site. Between  them  in  the  valley  stood  Joshua  and  the 
priests.  From  one  slope  of  the  vast  natural  amphitheatre 
the  multitude  called  across  to  their  brethren  on  the  other 
slope  and  were  answered  in  turn,  repeating  all  the  *' bless- 
ings" and  the  "cursings,"  the  promises  which  the  law 
held  out  to  the  obedient,  and  the  disasters 
with  which  it  threatened  those  who 
fell  away  from  God. 
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JOSHUA  XVI EPHRAIM'S  BORDER  417' 

S  And  goeth  down  westward  to  the  coast  of  Japhleti,  unto  the 
coast  of  Beth-horon  the  nether,  and  to  Gezer:  and  the  goings  out 
ttiereof  are  at  the  sea. 

4  So  the  children  of  Joseph,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  took  their 
inlieritance. 

5  ^  And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  according  to  their 
fa^miUes  was  thus:  even  the  border  of  their  inheritance  on  the  east 
side  was  Ataroth-addar,  unto  Beth-horon  the  .upper; 

6  And  the  border  went  out  toward  the  sea  to  Michmethah  on  the 
n^orth  side;  and  the  border  went  about  eastward  unto  Taanath- 
sl:iJloh,  and  passed  by  it  on  the  east  to  Janohah; 

7  And  it  went  down  from  Janohah  to  Ataroth,  and  to  Naarath, 
d  came  to  Jericho,  and  went  out  at  Jordan. 

8  The  border  went  out  from  Tappuah  westward  unto  the  river 
^nah;  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  the  sea.     This  is  the  in- 

ritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  by  their  families. 

9  And  the  separate  cities  for  the  children  of  Ephraim  were  among 
e  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Manasseh,  all  the  cities  with  their 
llages. 

10  And  they  drave  not  out  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in  Gezer: 
Xit  the  Canaanites  dwell  among  the  Ephraimites  unto  this  day,  and 

rve  under  tribute. 


Ctiapter  17 

TAc  lot  of  Manas8eh»  7  His  Coast.  12  The  Canaanites  not  driven  otU.  14  The  children  of  Joseph  obtain  another  loU 

HERE  was  also  a  lot  for  the  tribe  of  Manasseh;  for  he  wa^  the 
firstborn  of  Joseph;  to  wit,  for  Machir  the  firstborn  of  Manas- 
seh, the  father  of  Gilead:  because  he  was  a  man  of  war, 
therefore  he  had  Gilead  and  Bashan. 

2  There  was  also  a  lot  for  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Manasseh 
l>y  their  families;  for  the  children  of  Abiezer,  and  for  the  children  of 
Helek,  and  for  the  children  of  Asriel,  and  for  the  chikhen  of  Shechem, 
^nd  for  the  children  of  Hepher,  and  for  the  children  of  Shemida:  these 
'^(^re  the  male  children  of  Manasseh  the  son  of  Joseph  by  their 
^^^tiilies. 

3  ^  But  Zelophehad,  the  son  of  Hepher,  the  son  of  Gilead,  the 
s^n  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Manasseh,  had  no  sons,  but  daughters: 
^'^d  these  are  the  names  of  his  daughters,  Mahlah,  and  Noah,  Hoglah, 
^nicah,  and  Tirzah. 

4  And  they  came  near  before  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  before  Joshua 
th^  son  of  Nun,  and  before  the  princes,  saying.  The  Lord  commanded 
Moses  to  give  us  an  inheritance  among  our  brethren.     Therefore 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  he  gave  them  an  inheri- 
tance among  the  brethren  of  their  father. 


418  JOSHUA  xvu — ^manasseh's  inhebttance 

5  And  there  fell  ten  portions  to  Manasseh,  beside  the  land  ofl 
Gilead  and  Bashan,  whicn  were  on  the  other  side  Jordan; 

6  Because  the  daughters  of  Manasseh  had  an  inheritance  among 
his  sons :  and  the  rest  of  Manasseh's  sons  had  the  land  of  Gilead. 

7  ^  And  the  coast  of  Manasseh  was  from  Asher  to  Michmethah^ 
that  lieth  before  Shechem;  and  the  border  went  along  on  the  rightz 
hand  unto  the  inhabitants  of  En-tappuah. 

8  Now  Manasseh  had  the  land  of  Tappuah:  but  Tappuah  on  the= 
border  of  Manasseh  belonged  to  the  children  of  Ephraim; 

9  And  the  coast  descended  unto  the  river  Kanah,  southward  ofl 
the  river:  these  cities  of  Ephraim  are  among  the  cities  of  Manasseh r 
the  coast  of  Manasseh  also  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
the  outgoings  of  it  were  at  the  sea: 

10  Southward  it  was  Ephraim's,  and  northward  U  was  Manasseh's^^ 
and  the  sea  is  his  border;  and  they  met  together  in  Asher  on  the  northg-, 
and  in  Issachar  on  the  east. 

11  And  Manasseh  had  in  Issachar  and  in  Asher  Beth-shean  and  hec 
towns,  and  Ibleam  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Dor  and  herr 
towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Endor  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabi— 
tants  of  Taanach  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Megiddo  andi 
her  towns,  even  three  countries. 

12  Yet  the  children  of  Manasseh  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabi-- 
tants  of  those  cities;  but  the  Canaanites  would  dwell  in  that  land. 

13  Vet  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  children  of  Israel  were  waxen 
strong,  that  they  put  the  Canaanites  to  tribute;  but  did  not  utterly 
drive  them  out. 

14  And  the  children  of  Joseph  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying.  Why 
hast  thou  given  me  but  one  lot  and  one  portion  to  inherit,  seeing 
I  am  a  great  people,  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath  blessed  me 
hitherto  ? 

15  And  Joshua  answered  them.  If  thou  be  a  great  people,  then 
get  thee  up  to  the  wood  country,  and  cut  down  for  thyself  there  in 
the  land  of  the  Perizzites  and  of  the  gaints,  if  mount  Ephraim  be  too 
narrow  for  thee. 

16  And  the  children  of  Joseph  said,  The  hill  is  not  enough  for  us: 
and  all  the  Canaanites  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  vallev  have  chariots 
of  iron,  both  tliey  who  are  of  Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  and  they 
who  are  of  the  valley  of  Jezreel. 

17  And  Joshua  spake  unto  the  house  of  Joseph,  even  to  Ephraim 
and  to  Manasseh,  saying.  Thou  art  a  great  people,  and  hast  great 
power:  thou  shalt  not  have  one  lot  only: 

18  But  the  mountain  shall  be  thine;  for  it  is  a  wood,  and  thou  shalt 
cut  it  down :  and  the  outgoings  of  it  shall  be  thine :  for  thou  shalt  drive 
out  the  Canaanites,  though  they  have  iron  chariots,  and  though  they 
be  strong. 
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And  these  our  garments  awl  our  slioes  are  become  old 
by  reason  of  the  very  long  journey ^ — Jos,,  0,  13. 

HOW  easily  is  man  set  aglow  with  self-confidence 
and  empty  vanity!  The  lesson  of  the  defeat  at 
Ai  was  soon  forgotten  bv  the  Israelites.  On  the 
very  next  occasion  when  judgment  was  required,  they 
again  neglected  their  precious  privilege  of  consultation 
with  God,  again  assumed  to  judge  and  decide  by  their 
own  wit.  Israel  had  returned  to  the  encampment  at  Gil- 
gal,  and  to  it  there  came  a  party  of  men  with  tattered 
clothes,  worn-out  shoes  and  moldy  provisions.  They 
were  come,  they  said,  as  ambassadors  from  the  far  off 
land  of  Gibeon,  wishing  to  make  a  friendly  treaty  with  the 
Hebrews.  In  reality  Gibeon  was  a  city  close  at  hand. 
and  the  crafty  emissaries  had  dressed  themselves  on  pur- 
pose to  deceive;  for  they  knew  the  Hebrews  were  com- 
manded by  God  to  make  no  peace  and  have  no  intercourse 
with  the  people  of  Canaan. 

At  first  the  Hebrew  leaders  were  suspicious  that  the 
strangers  might  be  Canaanites.  Soon  however  they  were 
l>eguiled  into  a  treaty  of  friendship.  Later  when  they 
learned  where  Gibet^n  really  was,  they  were  puzzled, 
and  adopted  a  middle  course:  the  Gibeonites  were  not 
destroyed,  but  were  made  servants  or  slaves,  *' hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water.**  Thus  it  was  that  Isra^ 
was  lured  into  the  forbidden  intercourse  with  the  Canaan- 
ites, and  learned  all  the  evil  of  the  land.  In  time  these 
evil  practices  were  adopted  by  many  Hebrews, 
and  the  race  became  alienated  from  God. 
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JOSHUA  XVIII — THE  GATHERING  AT  SHILOH  419 

Ciiopter  \6 

The  tabemade  U  aet  up  at  ShUoh.    2  The  remainder  of  the  land  is  described,  and  divided  into  teven  parts, 
O  Jothua  divideth  it  by  lot.     11  The  M  and  border  of  Benjamin.    21  Their  cities. 

ND  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  assembled 
together  at  Shiloh,  and  set  up  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 

gation  there.     And  the  land  was  subdued  before  them. 

2  And  there  remained  among  the  children  of  Israel  seven  tribes, 
vhich  had  not  yet  received  their  inheritance. 

S  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  How  long  are  ye 
lack  to  go  to  possess  the  land,  which  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers 
lath  given  you  ? 

4  Give  out  from  among  you  three  men  for  each  tribe:  and  I  will 
&iid  them,  and  they  shall  rise,  and  go  through  the  land,  and  describe  it 
Cicording  to  the  inheritance  of  them;  and  they  shall  come  again  to  me. 

5  And  they  shall  divide  it  into  seven  parts:  Judah  shall  abide  in 
^eir  coast  on  the  south,  and  the  house  or  Joseph  shall  abide  in  their 
coasts  on  the  north. 

6  Ye  shall  therefore  describe  the  land  into  seven  parts,  and  bring 
?  description  hither  to  me,  that  I  may  cast  lots  for  you  here  before 

^e  Lord  our  God. 

7  But  the  Levites  have  no  part  among  you;  for  the  priesthood  of 
hie  Lord  is  their  inheritance:  and  Gad,  and  Reuben,  and  half  the 
cribe  of  Manasseh,  have  received  their  inheritance  beyond  Jordan  on 
be  east,  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  gave  them. 

8  ^  And  the  men  arose,  and  went  away :  and  Joshua  charged  them 
bat  went  to  describe  the  land,  saying.  Go  and  walk  through  the  land, 
•JQd  describe  it,  and  come  again  to  me,  that  I  may  here  casts  lots  for 
'ou  before  the  Lord  in  Shiloh. 

9  And  the  men  went  and  passed  through  the  land,  and  described 
t  by  cities  into  seven  parts  in  a  book,  and  came  again  to  Joshua  to  the 
:iost  at  Shiloh. 

10  ^  And  Joshua  cast  lots  for  them  in  Shiloh  before  the  Lord: 
^nd  there  Joshua  divided  the  land  unto  the  children  of  Israel  accord- 
i^  to  their  divisions. 

11  ^  And  the  lot  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Benjamin  came  up 
according  to  their  families:  and  the  coast  of  their  lot  came  forth  be- 
tween the  children  of  Judah  and  the  children  of  Joseph. 

12  And  their  border  on  the  north  side  was  from  Jordan:  and  the 
l>order  went  up  to  the  side  of  Jericho  on  the  north  side,  and  went  up 
ttu'ough  the  mountains  westward;  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were 
at  the  wilderness  of  Beth-aven. 

13  And  the  border  went  over  from  thence  toward  Luz,  to  the  side 
of  Luz,  which  is  Beth-el,  southward;  and  the  border  descended  to 
Ataroth-adar,  near  the  hill  that  lieth  on  the  south  side  of  the  nether 
Beth-horon. 


420  JOSHUA  XVIII — benjamin's  lot 

14  And  the  border  was  drawn  thence,  and  compassed  the  comer 
the  sea  southward,  from  the  hill  that  lieth  before  Beth-horon  soutl 
ward:  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  Kirjath-baal,  which  is 
jath-jearim,  a  city  of  the  children  of  Judah:  tms  was  the  west  quartei 

15  And  the  south  quarter  was  from   the  end   of  Kirjath-jearii 
and  the  border  went  out  on  the  west,  and  went  out  to  the  well  (^^-f 
waters  of  Nephtoah: 

16  And  the  border  came  down  to  the  end  of  the  mountain  tha ^t 

lieth  before  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  and  which  is  in  the  valle; 
of  the  giants  on  the  north,  and  descended  to  the  valley  of  Hinnoi 
to  the  side  of  Jebusi  on  the  south,  and  descended  to  En-rogel, 

17  And  was  drawn  from  the  north,  and  went  forth  to  En-shemesh^ir:!: 


and  went  forth  toward  Geliloth,  which  is  over  against  the  going  up^  p 

of  Keubei 


of  Adummim,  and  descended  to  the  stone  of  Bohan  the  son 

18  And  passed  along  toward  the  side  over  against  Arabah  no 
ward,  and  went  down  unto  Arabah: 

19  And  the  border  passed  along  to  the  side  of  Beth-hoglah  nortl^^  - 
ward:  and  the  outgoings  of  the  border  were  at  the  north  Day  of  th 
salt  sea  at  the  south  end  of  Jordan :  this  was  the  south  coast. 

20  And  Jordan  was  the  border  of  it  on  the  east  side.  This  was 
the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  by  the  coasts  thereof 
round  about,  according  to  their  families. 

21  Now  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Benjamin  accord- 
ing to  their  families  were  Jericho,  and  Beth-hoglah,  and  the  valley 
of  Keziz, 

22  And  Beth-arabah,  and  Zemaraim,  and  Beth-el, 

23  And  Avim,  and  Parah,  and  Ophrah, 

24  And  Chephar-haammonai,  and  Ophni,  and  Gaba;  twelve 
cities  with  their  villages: 

25  Gibeon,  and  Ramah,  and  Beeroth, 

26  And  Mizpeh,  and  Chephirah,  and  Mozah, 

27  And  Rekem,  and  Irpeel,  and  Taralah, 

28  And  Zelah,  Eleph,  and  Jebusi,  which  is  Jerusalem,  Gibeath^ 
and  Kirjath;  fourteen  cities  with  their  villages.  This  is  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  children  of  Benjamin  according  to  their  families. 

Ctiapter  19 

1  The  lot  of  Simeon.  10  of  Zebulun,  17  of  Issachar,  24  of  Asher,  32  of  Naphtali^  40  cf  Dan.    49  The  dtUdren  of 
Israel  give  an  inheritance  to  Joshua. 

NT)  the  second  lot  came  forth  to  Simeon,  even  for  the  tribe 
of  the  children  of  Simeon  according  to  their  families:  and 
their  inheritance  was  within  the  inheritance  of  the  children 
of  Judah. 

2  And  they  had  in  their  inheritance  Beer-sheba,  and  Sheba,  and 
Moladah, 
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FROM  THE  BIBLE  SERIES  BY  GVSTAVE  DORE. 

+ 

*'  The  Ijord  cast  doivn  great  stones  from  Jieaven  upon 
them  unto  Azckah,  and  tfiey  diedJ** — Jos.,  10,  11. 

WHEX  Dews  of  Israers  alliance  yn\h  Gibeon 
spread  through  Canaan,  there  was  new  matter 
for  anxietv  in  the  land;  for  Gibeon  was  one  of 
'its  greatest  cities,  and  would  furnish  the  invaders  a  secure 
stronghold  ami  centre  for  their  attacks.  Immediate  action 
was  taken.  All  the  chief  city-kings  of  southern  Palestine 
united  their  forces  and  marched  against  Gibeon,  hoping 
to  destroy  it  before  Joshua  could  come  to  its  aid. 

The  Gil^eonites  sent  hurried  word  to  their  ally,  and  he 
at  once  set  out  with  all  his  forces  to  the  rescue.  Gibeon 
stood  high  up  among  the  mountains  not  far  north  of 
Jenisalem.  From  the  valley  camp  at  Gilgal  this  was  a 
long  hard  night*s  journey  for  the  Israelites;  but  they  ac- 
complished it  successfully,  heroically,  and  in  the  early 
dawning  rushed  upon  their  astonished  enemies. 

Thb   was   Joshua*s   greatest  battle.     The  Canaanites 

fled  and  Israel  pursued.     The  heavens  also  took  part  in 

the  dread  conflict;  for  as  the  Canaanites  rushed  away,  a 

terrific  storm  of  liail  burst  upon  them,  and  beat  them 

down.     "Thev  were  more  which  died  u-ith  hail- 

stones  than  thev  whom  the  children  of 
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8  And  Hazar-shual,  and  Balah,  and  Azem, 

4  -And  Eltolad,  and  Bethul,  and  Hormali, 

5  -And  Ziklag,  and  Beth-marcaboth,  and  Hazar-susah, 

6  -And  Beth-lebaoth,  and  Sharuhen;  thirteen  cities  and  their  villages: 

7  Ain,  Remmon,  and  Ether,  and  Ashan;  four  cities  and  their 
Tillages : 

8  And  all  the  villages  that  were  round  about  these  cities  to  Baalath- 
beer,  Ramath  of  the  south.  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of 
the  cliildren  of  Simeon  according  to  their  families. 

9  Out  of  the  portion  of  the  children  of  Judah  was  the  inheritance 
of  the  children  of  Simeon:  for  the  part  of  the  children  of  Judah  was 
too  much  for  them;  therefore  the  children  of  Simeon  had  their  inheri- 
tance within  the  inheritance  of  them. 

10  ^  And  the  third  lot  came  up  for  the  children  of  Zebulun  accord- 
ing to  their  families:  and  the  border  of  their  inheritance  was  unto 
Sarid: 

11  And  their  border  went  up  toward  the  sea,  and  IMaralah,  and 
leaelxed  to  Dabbasheth,  and  reached  to  the  river  that  is  before 
Joktieam; 

12  And  turned  from  Sarid  eastward  toward  the  sunrising  unto  the 
border  of  Chisloth-tabor,  and  then  goeth  out  to  Daberath,  and  goeth 
up  to  Japhia, 

13  And  from  thence  passeth  on  along  on  the  east  to  Gittah-hepher, 
to  Ittah-kazin,  and  goeth  out  to  Remmon-methoar  to  Xeah; 

14  And  the  border  compasseth  it  on  the  north  side  to  Hannathon: 
atvd  the  outgoings  thereof  are  in  the  valley  of  Jiphthah-el: 

15  And  Kattath,  and  Nahallal,  and  Shimron,  and  Idalah,  and 
5^*Wehem:  twelve  cities  with  their  villages. 

16  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Zebulun  according  to 
their  families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

17  f  A7id  the  fourth  lot  came  out  to  Issachar,  for  the  cliildren  of 
Issachar  according  to  their  families. 

18  And  their  border  was  toward   Jezreel,  and   Chesulloth,  and 
Shunem, 

19  And  Haphraim,  and  Shihon,  and  Anaharath, 

20  And  Rabbith,  and  Kishion,  and  Abez, 

21  And  Remeth,  and  En-gannim,  and  En-haddah,  and  Beth- 
pszzez ; 

22  And  the  coast  reacheth  to  Tabor,  and  Shahazimah,  and  Beth- 
shemesh;  and  the  outgoings  of  their  border  were  at  Jordan:  sixteen 
cities  ^-ith  their  villages. 

23  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Issachar 
accordii^  to  their  families,  the  cities  and  their  villages. 

24  t  And  the  fifth  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Asher 
according  to  their  families. 
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25  And  their  border  was  Helkath,   and  Hali,  and  Beten,  an 
Achshaph, 

^6  And  Alammelech,  and  Amad,  and  Misheal;  and  reacheth 
Carmel  westward,  and  to  Shihor-libnath; 

27  And  turneth  toward  the  sunrising  to  Beth-dagon,  and  reachetl^ 
to  Zebulun,  and  to  the  valley  of  Jiphthah-el  toward  the  north  side 
Beth-emek,  and  Neiel,  and  goeth  out  to  Cabul  on  the  left  hand, 

28  And  Hebron,  and  Rehob,  and  Hammon,  and  ICanah,  even  unt 
great  Zidon; 

29  And  then  the  coast  turneth  to  Ramah,  and  to  the  strong  city 
Tyre;  and  the  coast  turneth  to  Hosah;  and  the  outgoings  thereof  a 
at  the  sea  from  the  coast  to  Achzib: 

30  Ummah  also,  and  Aphek,  and  Rehob:  twenty  and  twociti 
with  their  villages. 

31  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Ash 
according  to  their  families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

32  ^  The  sixth  lot  came  out  to  the  children  of  Naphtali,  even 
the  children  of  Naphtali  according  to  their  families. 

33  And  their  coast  was  from  Heleph,  from  Allon  to  Zaanannind 
and  Adami,  Xekeb,  and  Jabneel,  unto  Lakum;  and  the  outgoi 
thereof  were  at  Jordan: 

34  And   then   the  coast  turneth  westward  to  Aznoth-tabor,   ancf 
goeth  out  from  thence  to  Hukkok,  and  reacheth  to  Zebulun  on  the 
south  side,  and  reacheth  to  Asher  on  the  west  side,  and  to  Judah  upon 
Jordan  toward  the  sunrising. 

35  And  the  fenced  cities  are  Ziddim,  Zer,  and  Dammath,  Rakkath^ 
and  Chinnereth, 

36  And  Adamah,  and  Ramah,  and  Hazor, 

37  And  Kedesh,  and  Edrei,  and  En-hazor, 

38  And  Iron,  and  Migdal-el,  Horem,  and  Beth-anath,  and  Beth- 
shemesh;  nineteen  cities  with  their  villages. 

39  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Naphtali 
according  to  their  families,  the  cities  and  their  villages. 

40  %  And  the  seventh  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Dan  according  to  their  families. 

41  And  the  coast  of  their  inheritance  was  Zorah,  and  Eshtaol,  and 
Irshemesh, 

42  And  Shaalabbin,  and  Ajalon,  and  Jethlah, 

43  And  Elon,  and  Thimnathah,  and  Ekron, 

44  And  Eltekeh,  and  Gibl>ethon,  and  Baalath, 

45  And  Jehud,  and  Bene-berak,  and  Gath-rimmon, 

46  And  Me-jarkon,  and  Rakkon,  with  the  border  before  Japho. 

47  And  the  coast  of  the  children  of  Dan  went  out  too  litUe  for  them: 
therefore  the  children  of  Dan  went  up  to  fight  against  Leshem  and 
took  it,  and  smote  it  ^^^th  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  possessed  it,  and 
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BY  JOHN  MARTIN,  K.  L.  B.,  AN  ENGLISH  ARTIST  NOTED 
FX)R  THE  VIGOR  OF  HIS  BIBLICAL  SCENES. 

+ 

Sun  stand  thou  still  upon  Gibeon;  and  thou  Moon^  in 
the  valley  of  Ajalonr—Jos.,  10, 12. 

THAT  day  of  victoiy  at  Gibeon    has  been  called 
"Joshua's  great  day."    On  it  he  rose  to  his  great- 
est height  of  glory  and  of  confidence  in  Grod.    As 
he  stood  upon  the  mountain  heights  and  watched  the 
terrified  Canaanites  flee  away  before  him  beaten  and 
buffeted  by  the  storm,  he  felt  himself  more  than  man,  fdt 
that  the  elements  themselves  were  subject  to  him.     He 
must  have  time,  time  and  daylight  sufficient  utterly  to 
destroy  all  these  evil  men  of  Canaan.     So  he  looked  up  to 
God  in  heaven  and  made  his  celebrated  outcry  to  the  sun 
and  moon  to  stand  still  and  aid  his  vengeance.     "And 
the  sun  stood  still,  and  the  moon  stayed.'* 

Many  Bible  students  take  this  as  a  mere  poetic  figure* 
meaning  that  "the  day  was  long  enough  to  complete  the 
victory.  Others  read  it  as  an  actual  lengthening  of  the 
terrestrial  day,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  the 
writer  of  the  Book  of  Joshua  so  regarded  it,  and  glcMied 
in  the  miracle.  He  cries  out  in  triumph  "And  there 
was  no  day  like  that  before  it  or  after  it,  that  the  Lord 
hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  a  man.** 
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dwelt  therein,  and  called  Leshem,  Dan,  after  the  name  of  Dan  their 
Uther. 

48  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Dan  ac- 
cording to  their  families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

49  Tl  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  dividing  the  land  for  inheri- 
tance by  their  coasts,  the  children  of  Israel  gave  an  inheritance  to 

J^oshua  the  son  of  Nun  among  them : 

50  According  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  they  gave  him  the  city  which 
^^  asked,  even  Timnath-serah  in  mount  Ephraira:  and  he  built  the 

ly,  and  dwelt  therein. 

51  These  are  the  inheritances,  which  Eleazar  the  priest,  and 
shua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of  tlie  tribes  of 
e  children  of  Israel,  di\ided  for  an  inheritance  by  lot  in  Shiloh 
fore  the  Lord,  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation^ 

^)  they  made  an  end  of  dividing  the  country. 

Chapter   20 

<rod  eommandeth,  7  and  the  children  of  Israel  appoint  the  ^ix  cities  of  refuge. 

HE  Lord  also  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying, 

2  Speak  to  the  children  of  Israel,  saymg.  Appoint  out  for 
you  cities  of  refuge,  whereof  I  spake  unto  you  by  the  hand 
f  Moses: 

3  That  the  slayer  that  killeth  any  person  unawares  and  unwittingly 
XBay  flee  thither:  and  they  shall  be  your  refuge  from  the  avenger  of 
"blood. 

4  And  when  he  that  doth  flee  unto  one  of  those  cities  shall  stand 
at  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  shall  declare  his  cause  in 
the  ears  of  the  elders  of  that  city,  they  shall  take  him  into  the  city  unto 
*hem,  and  give  him  a  place,  that  he  may  dwell  among  them. 

5  And  if  the  avenger  of  blood  pursue  after  him,  then  they  shall  not 
^^liver  the  slayer  up  into  his  hand;  because  he  smote  his  neighbour 
^^wittinglv,  and  hated  him  not  beforetime. 

6  And  he  shall  dwell  in  that  city,  until  he  stand  before  the  con- 
jugation for  judgment,  and  mitil  the  death  of  the  high  priest  that 
^tl^Tl  be  in  those  days:  then  shall  the  slayer  return,  and  come  unto  his 
^"^v^n  citv,  and  unto  his  own  house,  unto  the  city  from  whence  he  fled. 
^7  ^  And  they  appointed  Kedesh  in  Galilee  in  mount  Naphtali,  and 
^^lxechem  in  mount  Ephraim,  and  Kirjath-arba,  which  is  ilebron,  in 
^t^^  mountain  of  Judah. 

8  And  on  the  other  side  Jordan  by  Jericho  eastward,  they  assigned 
^^zer  in  the  wilderness  upon  the  plain  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben, 
^'Ud  Ramoth  in  Gilead  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  Golan  in  Bashan 
^Vit  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh. 

9  These  were  the  cities  appointed  for  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
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for  the  stranger  that  sojourneth  among  them,  that  whosoever  killeth 
any  person  at  unawares  might  flee  thither,  and  not  die  by  the  hand 
of  the  avenger  of  blood,  until  he  stood  before  the  congregation. 

Chapter  21 

1  Eight  and  fortu  cities  given  by  lot,  out  of  the  other  tribes,  unto  the  Levites.    43  God  gave  the  land,  and  red  WHltt 
the  IsraelUes,  according  to  his  promise. 

HEN  came  near  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of  the  Levites  mitc 
Eleazar  the  priest,  and  unto  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  an^ 
unto  the  heads  of  the  fathers  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  ot 
Israel ; 

2  And  they  spake  unto  them  at  Shiloh  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  say'- 
ing,  the  Lord  commanded  l^y  the  hand  of  Moses  to  give  us  cities  tc^ 
dwell  in,  with  the  suburbs  thereof  for  our  cattle. 

3  And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  unto  the  Le\4tes  out  of  their 
inheritance,  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  these  cities  and  their 
suburbs. 

4  And  the  lot  came  out  for  the  families  of  the  Kohathites :  and  the 
children  of  Aaron  the  priest,  which  were  of  the  Levites,  had  by  lot 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  and  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  thirteen  cities. 

5  And  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Kohath  had  by  lot  out  of  the  fam- 
ilies of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  and  out  of 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  ten  cities. 

6  And  the  children  of  Gershon  had  by  lot  out  of  the  families  of 
the  tribe  of  Issachar,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher,  and  out  of  the 
tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  in  Bashan, 
thirteen  cities. 

7  The  children  of  Merari  by  their  families  liad  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Reuben,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun, 
twelve  cities. 

8  And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  by  lot  unto  the  Le\ites  these 
cities  with  their  suburbs,  as  the  Lord  commanded  bv  the  hand  of  Moses. 

9  %  And  they  gave  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah,  and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Simeon,  these  cities  which  are  h^re 
mentioned  by  name, 

10  Which  the  children  of  Aaron,  being  of  the  families  of  the  Ko- 
hathites, w}w  were  of  the  children  of  LeW,  had:  for  theirs  was  the  first 
lot. 

11  And  they  gave  them  the  city  of  Arba,  the  father  of  Anak,  which 
city  is  Hebron,  in  the  hill  country  of  Judah,  with  the  suburbs  thereof 
round  about  it. 

12  But  the  fields  of  the  city,  and  the  villages  thereof,  gave  they 
±o  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunnen  for  his  possession. 

13  %  Thus  they  gave  to  the  children  of  Aaron  the  priest  Hebron 
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+ 

*'Bii<  iheMe  five  kings  fied^  and  hid  themadveM  in  a  cave 
at  Makkedahr—JoM,,  10, 16. 

IN  a  general  way  we  call  all  the  enemies  whom  Joshua 
fought  in  his  wars,  Canaanites;  for  they  all  dwelt 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  More  precisely  speaking, 
the  foes  he  overthrew  on  that,  his  "great  day**  at  Gibeon, 
were  the  Amorites,  the  people  of  the  southern  hill  country 
of  Palestine,  the  same  who  had  repulsed  and  chastised 

the  Hebrews  forty  vears  before,  when  the  foolhardv  wan- 

•  •  • 

derers  had  insisted  on  penetrating  tlie  Promised  Land 
after  God  had  forbidden  them.  Now  that  defeat  was 
avenged. 

The  leaden  of  the  Amorites  were  the  kings  of  their  &ve 
diief  cities.  Adonizedek  of  Jerusalem  was  foremost  of 
these,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of  high-priest  as  well 
as  king.  The  other  chief  cities  were  Hebron  and  Jarmuth, 
citadels  of  the  mountains,  and  I^chish  and  Eglon,  strong- 
holds of  the  plains.  These  five  kings  were  swept  away 
in  the  rout  of  their  followers,  and  crouched  secretly  in 
a  miserable  cave,  hoping  to  escape  the  Israelites.  Word 
of  their  hiding  place  was,  however,  brought  to  Joshua. 
He  did  not  turn  from  his  chief  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  fleeing  Amorites,  but  merely  bade  his  peojJe  roll  a 
great  stone  before  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  so  the  kings 
could  not  escape.  Thus  they  were  left  for  a  time  in 
darimess  to  meditate  upon  their  lives,  their 
savage  pasts  and  uncertain  futures. 
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^th  her  suburbs,  to  be  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer;  and  Libnah 
^th  her  suburbs, 

14  And  Jattir  with  her  suburbs,  and  Eshtemoa  with  her  subiu*bs, 

15  And  Holon  with  her  suburbs,  and  Debir  with  her  subiu-bs, 

16  And  Ain  with  her  suburbs,  and  Juttah  with  her  suburbs,  and 
Beth-shemesh  with  her  suburbs;  nine  cities  out  of  those  two  tribes. 

17  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  Gibeon  with  her  suburbs, 
Creba  with  her  suburbs, 

18  Anathoth  with  her  suburbs,  and  Almon  with  her  suburbs;  four 
cities. 

19  All  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Aaron,  the  priests,  ivere  thirteen 
cities  with  their  suburbs. 

20  ^  And  the  families  of  the  children  of  Kohatli,  the  Levites  which 
I'^mained  of  the  children  of  Kohath,  even  they  had  the  cities  of  their 
iot  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim. 

21  For  they  gave  them  Shechem  with  her  suburbs  in  mount  Ephra- 
i-tiQ,  to  be  Si  cih^  of  refuge  for  the  slayer;  and  Gezer  with  her  suburbs, 

22  And  Kibzaim  with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth-horon  with  her 
sviburbs;  four  cities. 

23  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  Eltekeh  with  her  suburbs,  Gib- 
^^>^thon  with  her  suburbs, 

24  Aijalon  with  her  suburbs,  Gathrimmon  with  her  suburbs;  four 
'ties. 

25  And  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  Tanach  with  her  suburbs, 
nd  Gath-rimmon  with  her  suburbs;  two  cities. 

26  All  the  cities  were  ten  with  their  suburbs  for  the  families  of  tha 
'lildren  of  Kohath  that  remained. 

27  T[  And  unto  the  children  of  Gershon,  of  the  families  of  th^ 
^J^vites,  out  of  the  other  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  they  nave  Golan  i^ 
-Bashan  with  her  suburbs,  to  be  a  city  of  refuge  for  tlie  slayer;  and 
-"eesh-terah  with  her  suburbs;  two  cities. 

28  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  Kishon  with  her  suburbs^ 
-'^^bareh  with  her  suburbs, 

S9  Jarmuth  with  her  suburbs,  En-gannim  with  her  suburbs;  four 
<^ities. 

30  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher,  IVIishal  with  her  suburbs,  Abdon 
^*^th  her  suburbs, 

31  Helkath  with  her  suburbs,  and  Rehob  wdth  her  suburbs;  four 
cities. 

32  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  Kedesh  in  Galilee  with  her 
suburbs,  to  be  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer;  and  Hammoth-dor 
'^'ith  her  suburbs,  and  Kartan  w^th   her  suburbs;  three  cities. 

S3  All  the  cities  of  the  Gershonites  according  to  their  families 
^ere  thirteen  cities  with  their  suburbs. 

34  %  And  unto  the  families  of  the  children  of  Merari,  the  rest  of 
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the  Levites,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  Jokneam  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Kartah  with  her  suburbs, 

35  Dimnah  with  her  suburbs,  Nahalal  with  her  suburbs;  four  cities, 

36  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  Bezer  with  her  suburbs,  and 
Jahazah  with  her  suburbs, 

37  Kedemoth  with  her  suburbs,  and  Mephaath  with  her  suburbs; 
four  cities. 

38  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  Ramoth  in  Gilead  with  her  suburbs, 
to  be  a,  city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer;  and  Mahanaim  with  her  suburbs, 

39  Heshbon  with  her  suburbs,  Jazer  with  her  suburbs;  four  cities 
in  all. 

40  So  all  the  cities  for  the  children  of  Merari  by  their  families, 
which  were  remaining  of  the  families  of  the  Levites,  were  by  their 
lot  twelve  cities. 

41  All  the  cities  of  the  Levites  within  the  possession  of  the  children 
of  Israel  were  forty  and  eight  cities  \rith  their  suburbs. 

42  These  cities  were  every  one  \\ith  their  suburbs  round  about 
them:  thus  were  all  these  cities. 

43  ^  And  the  Lord  gave  unto  Israel  all  the  land  which  he  sware 
to  give  unto  their  fathers;  and  they  possessed  it,  and  dwelt  therein. 

44  And  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round  about,  according  to  all  that 
he  sware  unto  their  fathers:  and  there  stood  not  a  man  of  all  their 
enemies  before  them:  the  Lord  delivered  all  their  enemies  into  their 
hand. 

45  There  failed  not  ought  of  any  good  thing  which  the  Lord  had 
spoken  unto  the  house  of  Israel;  all  came  to  pass. 

Ciiopter  22 

I  The  two  tribes  and  a  half  with  a  blessing  arc  sent  home.     10  They  build  the  aitar  of  tetHmony  in  their  joyrneifm 

II  The  Israelites  are  offended  thereat.     21  They  give  them  good  satisfaction. 


HEN  Joshua  called  the  Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 

2  And  said  unto  them.  Ye  have  kept  all  that  Moses  the 

the  servant  of  the  Lord  commanded  you,  and  nave  obeyed  my.  voice 
in  all  that  I  commanded  you : 

3  Ye  have  not  left  your  brethren  these  many  days  unto  this  day, 
but  have  kept  the  charge  of  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  your 
God. 

4  And  now  the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  rest  unto  your  brethren, 
as  he  promised  them :  therefore  now  return  ye,  and  get  you  unto  your 
tents,  and  unto  the  land  of  your  possession,  which  Moses  the  ser\'ant 
of  the  Lord  gave  you  on  the  other  side  Jordan. 

5  But  take  diligent  heed  to  do  the  commandment  and  the  law, 
which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  charged  you,  to  love  the  Lord 
your  God,  and  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments. 


:'^\ 
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IJY  J.  JAMF>*  TIftSOT.       HEPRODLTED  BV  THE  COURTl^T 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  TUiiM>T  WK'H-TTY  OF  NEW  YOUK. 


Thw^  shall  the   Lord  do  to  all  ijour  enemies  a(fairut 
wliom  ije  fight y — Jos.,  /'>,  ^5. 

I\  THE  evening  of  the  triumph  of  Joshua's  great  day, 
when  all  his  j)eople  were  retunied  in  peace  from 
the  pursuit,  when,  as  the  Bible  grimly  phrases  it, 
**none  moved  his  tongue  against  any  of  the  children  of 
Israel,**  then  did  Joshua  order  the  five  kings  brought 
before  him  from  their  prison  cave.  They  were  to  die  as 
their  people  had  died;  no  mere}*  must  be  shown,  no  friend- 
ship made  with  this  evil  race.  Yet  before  their  death 
Joshua  meant  to  use  them  for  a  shrewd  act  of  statesman- 
ship. 

He  *'c2illed  for  all  the  men  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  the 
captains  of  the  men  of  war  which  went  with  him.  Come 
near,  put  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  these  kings.  And 
they  came  near,  and  put  their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  them.' 
Thus  were  the  Israelites,  tiie  once  down-trodden  slaves 
of  Kjjypt,  made  to  feel  that  they  were  mightier  than  the 
iiiij^htiest. 

**And  Joshua  said  unto  them.  Fear  not,  nor  be  dis- 
maycHl,  l>e  strong  and  of  good  courage:  for  this  shall  the 
Lord  do  to  all  your  enemies  against  whom  ye  fight.'*  In 
just  such  words  had  God  encouniged  Joshua  himself  in 
his  time  of  need. 
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and  to  cleave  unto  him,  and  to  serve  him  with  all  your  heart  and  with 
a.11  your  soul. 

6  So  Joshua  blessed  them,  and  sent  them  away:  and  they  went 
i^xito  their  tents. 

7  ^  Now  to  the  one  half  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh  ISIoses  had  given 
j:>ossession  in  Bashan:  but  unto  the  other  half  thereof  gave  Joshua 

xnong  their  brethren  on  this  side   Jordan  westward.     x\nd  when 
oshua  sent  them  away  also  unto  their  tents,  then  he  blessed  them, 

8  And  he  spake  unto  them,  saying.  Return  with  much  riches  unto 
y^our  tents,  and  with  very  much  cattle,  with  silver,  and  with  gold,  and 

''ith  brass,  and  with  iron,  and  with  very  much  raiment:  divide  the 
oil  of  your  enemies  with  your  brethren. 

9  \  And  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the 
fa.slf  tribe  of  Manasseh  returned,  and  departed  from  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Shiloh,  which  is  in  the  lancl  of  Canaan,  to  go  unto  the 
<^ountry  of  Gilead,  to  the  land  of  their  possession,  whereof  they  were 

possessed,  according  to   the  word  of  the  Lord    by    the    hand    of 

Closes. 

10  ^  And  w^hen  they  came  unto  the  borders  of  Jordan,  that  are 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of 
Crad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  built  there  an  altar  by  Jordan,  a 
great  altar  to  see  to. 

1 1  Tf  And  the  children  of  Israel  heard  say,  Behold  the  children  of 
Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  have 
built  an  altar  over  against  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  the  borders  of  Jor- 
dan, at  the  passage  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

12  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  heard  of  it,  tl:e  whole  congre- 
gation of  the  children  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together  at  Shiloh, 
*^  go  up  to  war  against  them. 

13  And  the  children  of  Israel  sent  unto  the  children  of  Reuben, 
^nd  to  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  half  tribe  of  ^Manasseh,  into 
^J^e  land  of  Gilead,  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  priest, 

14  And  wdth  him  ten  princes,  of  each  chief  house  a  prince  through- 
out all  the  tribes  of  Israel ;  and  each  one  was  an  head  of  the  house  of 
*lieir  fathers  among  the  thousands  of  Israel. 

15  ^  And  they  came  unto  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  to  the  chil- 
^^•en  of  Gad,  and  to  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  unto  the  land  of 
^ilead,  and  they  spake  with  them,  saying, 

16  Thus  saith  the  whole  congregation  of  the  Lord,  What  trespass 
'^^  this  that  ye  have  committed  against  the  God  of  Israel,  to  turn  away 
^■^s  day  from  following  the  Lord,  in  that  ye  have  l)uilded  you  an 
^Uar,  that  ye  might  rebel  this  day  against  the  Lord  ? 

17  Is  the  iniauity  of  Peor  too  little  for  us,  from  which  we  are  not 
^Wnsed  until  tnis  day,  although  there  was  a  plague  in  the  congre- 
gation of  the  Lord, 


428  JOSHUA  XXII — THE  REASON  FOR  THE  ALTAR 

18  But  that  ye  must  turn  away  this  day  from  following  the  Lord? 
and  it  will  be,  seeinq  ye  rebel  to-day  against  the  Lord,  that  to-morrow 
he  will  be  wroth  with  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel. 

19  Notwithstanding,  if  the  land  of  your  possession  be  unclean,  then 
pass  ye  over  unto  the  land  of  the  possession  of  the  Lord,  wherein  the 
Lord's  tabernacle  dwelleth,  ana  take  possession  among  us:  but 
rebel  not  against  the  Lord,  nor  rebel  against  us,  in  building  you  an 
altar  beside  the  altar  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

20  Did  not  Achan  the  son  of  Zerah  commit  a  trespass  in  the  ac- 
cursed thing,  and  wrath  fell  on  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  ?  and 
that  man  perished  not  alone  in  his  iniquity. 

21  T[  Then  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  answered,  and  said  unto  the  heads  of  the 
thousands  of  Israel, 

22  The  Lord  God  of  gods,  the  Lord  Gtxi  of  gods,  he  knoweth, 
and  Israel  he  shall  know;  if  it  he  in  rebellion,  or  if  in  transgression 
against  the  Lord,  (save  us  not  this  day,) 

23  That  we  have  built  us  an  altar  to  turn  from  following  the  Lord, 
or  if  to  offer  thereon  burnt  offering  or  meat  offering,  or  if  to  offer 
peace  offerings  thereon,  let  the  Lord  himself  require  it; 

24  And  if  we  have  not  ratlier  done  it  for  fear  of  this  thing,  saying. 
In  time  to  come  your  children  might  speak  unto  our  children,  saying. 
What  have  ye  to  do  with  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  ? 

25  For  the  Lord  hath  made  Jordan  a  border  between  us  and  you, 
ye  cliildren  of  Reuben  and  children  of  Gad:  ye  have  no  part  in  the 
Lord:  so  shall  your  children  make  our  children  cease  from  fearing 
the  Lord. 

26  Therefore  we  said,  Let  us  now  prepare  to  build  us  an  altar,  not 
for  burnt  offering,  nor  for  sacrifice: 

27  But  that  it  may  be  a  witness  between  us,  and  you,  and  our  gen- 
erations after  us,  that  we  might  do  the  ser\ice  of  the  Lord  before  him 
with  our  burnt  offerings,  and  with  our  sacrifices,  and  with  our  peace 
offerings;  that  your  children  may  not  say  to  our  children  in  time  to 
come,  Ye  have  no  part  in  the  Lord. 

28  Therefore  said  we,  that  it  shall  be,  when  they  should  so  say  to 
us  or  to  our  generations  in  time  to  come,  that  we  may  say  again,. 
Behold  the  pattern  of  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  which  our  fathers  made, 
not  for  burnt  offerings,  nor  for  sacrifices;  but  it  is  a  witness  between 
us  and  you. 

29  God  forbid  that  we  should  rebel  against  the  Lord,  and  turn 
this  day  from  following  the  Lord,  to  build  an  altar  for  burnt  offer- 
ings, for  meat  offerings,  or  for  sacrifices,  beside  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
our  God  that  is  before  his  tabernacle. 

30  ?  And  when  Phinehas  the  priest,  and  the  princes  of  the  con- 
gregation and  heads  of  the  thousands  of  Israel  which  toere  with  him» 
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Z^t  ^tctorp  at  iKerom 

BY  GERHARD  HOET,  THE  CHIEF  BIBLICAL  PAINTER 
OF  HOLLAND  IX  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 
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**He  houghed  their  horses,  and  bumed  their  eharioU 
with  fire. ''''--J OS. y  11,  9. 

AFTER  that  "great  day*'  Joshua  continued  for 
seven  years  warring  against  the  people  of  Palestine; 
for  each  walled  dtv  was  a  fortress  which  had  to 
be  captured  separately.  In  all  those  years  there  was  only 
one  more  pitched  battle  like  that  of  Gibeon.  After  the 
Israelites  had  crushed  the  open  resistance  of  southern 
Palestine,  the  cities  of  the  north  formed  a  league  against 
them  under  Jabin,  king  of  their  head  city  of  Hasor. 

These  soldiers  of  the  north  fought  in  chariots,  diarging 
with  their  horses  across  the  open  plains;  and  hence  the 
Israelites,  accustomed  only  to  fighting  upon  foot,  hdd 
these  new  enemies  in  dread.  *  God  once  more  encouraged 
Joshua  with  assurance  of  His  aid;  and  again  Joshua  ar- 
ranged a  sudden  attack,  rushing  upon  Jabin's  camp,  while 
the  horses  and  chariots  were  imready.  Thus  Israel 
gained  a  complete  nctory  *'by  the  waters  of  Merom,**  a 
lake  far  up  at  the  northern  end  of  Jordan's  valley.  As 
the  chief  fruit  of  Joshua's  success,  we  are  told  that  he 
seized  and  lamed  the  enemies'  horses  and  destroyed  their 
terrible  chariots. 
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ueard  the  words  that  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad 
and  the  children  of  Manasseh  spake,  it  pleased  them. 

31  And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  priest  said  unto  the  children 
of  Reuben,  and  to  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  children  of  Manas- 
seh, This  day  we  perceive  that  the  Lord  is  among  us,  because  ye  have 
not  committed  this  trespass  against  the  Lord  :  now  ye  have  delivered 
the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

32  ^  And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  [)riest,  and  the  princes, 
roturned  from  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  from  tlie  children  of  Gad, 
out  of  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  the  land  of  Canaan,  to  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  brought  them  word  again. 

33  And  the  thing  pleased  the  cliildren  of  Israel;  and  the  children 
of  Israel  blessed  Goa,  and  did  not  intend  to  go  up  against  them  in 
oattle,  to  destroy  the  land  wherein  the  children  of  Reuben  and  Gad 
d^elt. 

34  And  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  called  the 
^Itar  Ed^:  for  it  shall  be  a  witness  between  us  that  the  Lord  is  God. 


Cfiaptcr  23 

^    JoAtta'a  exhortation  before  his  death,  3  by  former  benefits,  5  by  promises,  1 1  atid  by  threatcnings. 

ND  it  came  to  pass  a  long  time  after  that  the  Lord  had  given 
rest  unto  Israel  from  all  their  enemies  round  al)out,  that 
Joshua  waxed  old  arid  stricken  in  age. 

2  And  Joshua  called  for  all  Israel  and  for  their  elders,  and  for 
their  heads,  and  for  their  judges,  and  for  their  officers,  and  said  unto 
them,  I  am  old  and  stricken  in  age: 

3  And  ye  have  seen  all  that  the  Lord  your  God  hath  done  unto  all 
these  nations  because  of  you;  for  the  Lord  your  God  is  he  that  hath 
fought  for  you. 

4  Behold,  I  have  divided  unto  you  by  lot  these  nations  that  remain, 
to  be  an  inheritance  for  your  tribes,  from  Jordan,  with  all  the  nations 
fhat  I  have  cut  off,  even  unto  the  great  sea  westward. 

6  And  the  Lord  your  God,  he  shall  expel  them  from  before  you, 
^nd  drive  them  from  out  of  your  sight;  and  ye  shall  possess  their  land,  as 
'he  Lord  your  God  hath  promised  unto  you. 

6  Be  ye  therefore  very  courageous  to  keep  and  to  do  all  that  is 
Written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  that  ye  turn  aside  therefrom 
'o  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ; 

7  That  ye  come  not  among  these  nations,  these  that  remain  among 
you;  neither  make  mention  of  the  name  of  their  gods,  nor  cause  to 
swear  by  iheniy  neither  serve  them,  nor  bow  yourselves  unto  them: 

8  But  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  ye  have  done  unto  this  day. 

9  For  the  Lord  hath  driven  out  from  before  you  great  nations  and 
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strong:  but  as  for  you,  no  man  hath  been  able  to  stand  before  you 
unto  this  day. 

10  One  man  of  you  shall  chase  a  thousand:  for  the  Lord  your  God, 
he  it  is  that  fighteth  for  you,  as  he  hath  promised  you. 

11  Take  good  heed  therefore  unto  yourselves,  that  ye  love  the 
Lord  your  God. 

12  Else  if  ye  do  in  any  wise  go  back,  and  cleave  unto  the  remnant 
of  these  nations,  even  these  that  remain  among  you,  and  shall  make 
marriages  with  them,  and  go  in  unto  them,  and  they  to  you: 

13  Know  for  a  certainty  that  the  Lord  your  God  will  no  more 
drive  out  any  of  these  nations  from  before  you;  but  they  shall  be 
snares  and  traps  unto  you,  and  scourges  in  your  sides,  and  thorns  in 
your  eyes,  until  ye  perish  from  off  this  good  land  which  the  Lord 
your  God  hath  given  you. 

14  And,  behold,  this  day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth:  and 
ye  know  in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all  your  souls,  that  not  one  thing 
hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  your  God  spake 
concerning  you;  all  are  come  to  pass  unto  you,  and  not  one  thing 
hath  failed  thereof. 

15  Therefore  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  as  all  good  things  are  come 
upon  you,  which  the  Lord  your  God  promised  you;  so  shall  the  Lord 
bring  upon  you  all  evil  things,  until  ne  have  destroyed  you  from  off 
this  good  land  which  the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  you. 

16  When  ye  have  transgressed  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God 
which  he  commanded  you,  and  have  gone  and  served  other  gods,  and 
bowed  yourselves  to  them;  then  shall  the  anger  of  the  Lord  be  kindled 
against  you,  and  ye  shall  perish  quickly  from  off  the  good  land  which 
he  hath  given  unto  you. 

Cfjopter  24 

1  Joshua  assemNeth  the  tribes  at  Shechrm.  2  A  hrirf  hitttftry  of  God's  benefits  from  Terah.  14  He  renetoeih  tk€ 
covenant  between  them  and  God.  26  A  stone  the  witness  of  the  covenant.  29  Joshua's  age,  death,  and  bttrial, 
32  Joseph's  bones  are  buried.     33  Eleeuar  dieth. 

ND  Joshua  gathered  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  Shechem,  and 
called  for  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  for  their  heads,  and  for 
their  judges,  and  for  their  officers;  and  they  presented  them- 
selves before  God. 

2  And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  Your  fathers  dwelt  on  tne  other  side  of  the  flood ^  in  old 
time,  even  Terah,  the  father  of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of  Nachor; 
and  they  served  other  gods. 

3  And  I  took  your  father  Abraham  from  the  other  side  of  the  flood, 
and  led  him  throughout  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  multiplied 
seed,  and  gave  him  Isaac. 

»The  Revised  Version  says  "  beyond  the  River,"  that  Is.  in  the  Euphrates  valley. 
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3fotfIiua  Btbtbetf  tfie  lanti 

FROM  THE  SERIES  BY  JULIUS  SCHXORR,  DIED  1872. 

*'By  lot  WHS  their  inheritance,  as  the  Lard  commanded  by 
the  hand  of  Moses.** — Jos,,  H,  9. 

JOSHUA  never  wholly  conquered  Palestine.  By  hia 
two  great  victories  he  seems  to  have  crushed  all  open 
resistance  in  the  field.  The  Israelites  might  inarch 
almost  at  ^ill  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
But  there  were  many  of  the  walled  cities,  especially  in 
the  north  and  along  the  seacoast,  which  still  held  out 
against  him.  These  he  felt  could  only  be  reduced  by 
patience,  each  tribe  of  Israel  beleaguering  a  few  of  the 
weakened  towns.  Hence  the  time  had  come  for  the 
division  of  the  land  among  the  various  tribes. 

Such  a  division  had  long  ago  been  commanded  by 
Moses.  It  was  made  a  solemn  ceremony,  presided  over 
by  Joshua  and  by  Eleazar,  the  high-priest,  the  son  of 
Aaron.  These  two  super\ised  the  drawing  of  lots,  not 
only  by  each  family  within  the  tribes,  but  even  by  each 
individual  man.  To  every  Israelite  equally  the  law 
applied,  "by  lot  was  their  inheritance."  The  outlining 
of  the  division  among  the  twelve  tribes  occupies  several 
chapters  of  the  Book  of  Joshua,  and  is  shown  upon  the 
map.  When  the  distribution  had  been  effected,  each 
tribe  went  forth  separately  to  complete  the  conquest  of 
its  possessions. 
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18  And  the  Lord  drave  out  from  before  us  all  the  people,  even  the 
Amorites  which  dwelt  in  the  land:  therefore  will  we  also  serve  the 
Lord;  for  he  is  our  God. 

19  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Ye  cannot  serve  the  Lord: 
for  he  is  an  holy  God;  he  i^  a  jealous  God;  he  will  not  forgive  your 
transgressions  nor  your  sins. 

20  If  ye  forsake  the  Lord,  and  serve  strange  gods,  then  he  will 
turn  and  do  you  hurt,  and  consume  you,  after  that  he  hath  done  you 
good. 

21  And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  Nay;  but  we  will  serve  the 
Lord. 

22  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Ye  are  witnesses  against 
yourselves  that  ye  have  chosen  you  tne  Lord,  to  serve  him.  And 
they  said,*W^^  are  ^^tnesses. 

23  Now  therefore  put  away,  said  fee,  the  strange  gods  which  are 
among  you,  and  incline  your  heart  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

24  And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  The  Lord  out  God  will  we 
serve,  and  his  voice  will  we  obey. 

25  So  Joshua  made  a  covenant  with  the  people  that  day,  and  set 
them  a  statute  and  an  ordinance  in  Shechem. 

26  ^  And  Joshua  wrote  these  words  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Gtxl, 
and  took  a  great  stone,  and  set  it  up  there  under  an  oak,  that~ie;a^ 
by  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord. 

27  And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people,  Behold,  this  stone  shall  be 
a  witness  unto  us;  for  it  hath  heard  all  tne  words  of  the  Lord  which  he 
spake  unto  us:  it  shall  be  therefore  a  witness  unto  you,  lest  ye  deny 
your  God. 

28  So  Joshua  let  the  people  depart,  every  man  unto  his  inheritance. 

29  %  And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  Joshua  the  son  of 
Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died,  being  an  hundred  and  ten  years 
old. 

30  And  they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  his  inheritance  in  Tim- 
nath-serah,,  which  is  in  mount  Ephraim,  on  the  north  side  of  the  hill 
of  Gaash. 

31  And  Israel  served  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all  the 
days  of  the  elders  that  overlived  Joshua,  and  which  had  known  all 
the  works  of  the  Lord,  that  he  had  done  for  Israel. 

32  t  -^^^d  the  bones  of  Joseph,  which  the  children  of  Israel  brought 
up  out  of  Egypt,  buried  they  in  Shechem,  in  a  parcel  of  ground  which 
Jacob  bought  of  the  sons  of  Ilamor  the  father  of  Shechem  for  an 
hundred  pieces  of  silver:  and  it  became  the  inheritance  of  the  children 
of  Joseph. 

33  And  Eleazar  the  son  of  Aaron  died;  and  they  buried  him  in  a 
hill  that  pertained  to  Phinehas  his  son,  which  was  given  him  in  mount 
Ephraim. 
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Caleb's 

BV  HENRY  SINGLETON,  AN  ENGLISH  ARTIST,  DIED  1859 

"  And  she  lighted  off  her  ass;  and  Caleb  said  unto  her. 
What  wouldest  fhaur'—Jos.,  15,  18. 

IN  THE  distribution  of  the  Promised  Land  onlv  two 
men  were  assigned  special  sections  not  dictated  by 
lot.  These  were  the  two  marked  men  who  alone 
had  survived  the  fortv  vears  of  the  desert,  Joshua  and 
Caleb.  Joshua  chose  as  his  own  dwelling  place  the  dtj 
of  Timnath-serah  within  the  domains  of  his  own  tribe 
of  Ephraim;  and  the  entire  city  was  given  to  him  and  his 
household. 

Caleb  reminded  Joshua  of  the  ancient  promise  of  the 
Lord,  that  Caleb  should  some  day  possess  the  very  land 
which  he  had  spied  out  when,  in  the  old  days,  he  and 
Joshua  had  explored  the  land.  This  was  the  southern 
city  of  Hebron,  the  ancient  home  and  burial  place  of 
Abraham.  So  Caleb  was  given  Hebron  with  its  sur- 
rounding cities  and  \ineyards;  and,  lion-hearted  as  ever, 
though  he  was  now  over  eighty  years  of  age,  he  marched 
up  with  his  household  to  conquer  Hebron.  His  chief  aid 
was  his  nephew  Olhniel,  who  wedded  his  daughter.  Of 
her  we  are  told  that  coming  to  her  father  suddenly  from 
a  journey  she  entreated  him  to  give  more  land  to  her  and 
Othniel.  So  he  gave  her  the  region  southward,  where 
she  and  her  husband  established  themselves  with  their 
household.  Theirs  was  ap|iarently  the  southern  outpost 
of  the  Hebrews  toward  Egj-pt  and  the  desert. 
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3hitto)»tctton  to  tbt  Pooli  of  Jfttbgeii 

The  book  of  Judges  is  so  called  because  it  deals  with  the  times  when  Israel  was  ruled 
by  judges,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  people  had  any  rulers  at  all.  Its  authorship  has  been 
attributed  by  tradition  to  the  prophet  Samuel  and  also  to  King  Solomon,  and  it  certainly 
contains  some  ancient  fragments,  notably  the  song  of  Deborah,  almost  if  not  wholly  con- 
tempcnary  with  the  events  described.  But  the  book  as  a  whole  was  composed  later,  and 
Its  final  revision  into  its  present  shape  can  scarcely  be  older  than  the  sixth  century  B.  C, 
*he  period  of  the  Babylonish  captivity. 

Chronologically  the  book  covers  a  period  of  uncertain  length  following  the  death  of 

Joshua.     The  story  is  by  no  means  chronologically  arranged,  nor  can  dates  be  applied  to 

■^  with  any  acciu-acy.    The  book  is  in  two  sections.     The   first  extends  through  chapter 

**^teen.     It  begins  at  the  death  of  Joshua  and  gives  successively  an  account  of  the  days  and 

^^eds  of  six  notable  judges,  Othniel,  Ehud,  Deborah  with  Barak,  Gideon,  Jephthah  and 

nison,  making  side  reference  to  six  other  judges  who  may  have  been  either  contemporary 

intermediate  leaders  of  lesser  importance.    The  closing  chapters  of  the  hook  then  narrate 

o  separate  events.     They  are  an  appendix,  and  their  position  at  the  end  of  the  book  must 

•*"Ot  be  taken  to  imply  that  the  events  described  happened  later  than  the  time  of  Samson. 

^He  one  is  the  story  of  the  migration  of  a  portion  of  the   tribe  of   Dan  to  its  northern 

tiOQie,  and  the  establishment  of  the  sanctuary  at  Dan.    The  other  is  the  tale  of  the  ci\il  war 

^i^inst  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  undertaken  by  the  other  eleven  tribes.    Both  these  events 

appear  to  belong  to  the  earlier  part  of  the  period  of  the  judges. 

A  general  unity  pervades  the  entire  book.  It  is  written  with  the  clear  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  punishment  of  sin.  It  seeks  to  explain  why  the  Israelites  were  for  so  many  genera* 
lions  denied  that  complete  possession  of  the  Promised  Land  which  had  been  assured  to  them. 
They  disobeyed  God.  They  made  friends  with  the  idolatrous  Canaanites,  forgot  their 
Clreator,  and  lapsed  into  the  evil  and  debased  religion  of  their  neighbors.  Hence  they  were 
punished  by  foreign  invasions,  by  ci\il  war  among  themselves,  and  by  attacks  of  the  Canaan- 
ites. 

Historically  we  can  trace  in  the  book  at  least  three  distinct  epochs  in  the  coiu*se  of  Israel's 
devdopment.    The  great  invasion  under  Joshua  had  been  only  a  partial  success,  the  Israel- 
ites could  not  conquer  the  whole  territory.      They  were  scattered  in  tribes  and  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conquer  the  land  by  their  united  forces.     The  Canaanites  were  by  no  means  exter- 
ii^inated.    They  reasserted  their  power  and  the  Israelites  were  in  danger  of  becoming  ser- 
vants.   Then  Deborah  succeeded  in  reuniting  the  tribes  to  some  extent  and  their  combined 
forces  won  tliem  the  supremacy  of  Central  and  Northern  Palestine.     But  as  the  people  began 
to  pass  from  a  nomadic  to  an  agricultural  mode  of  life,  foreign  nomads,  such  as  they  them- 
selves had  been,  invaded  them  in  turn.    These  were  repelled  by  Gideon  and  Jephthah, 
and  doubtless  by  many  lesser  chiefs.    Then  came  the  rise  of  a  new,  a  maritime  power,  the 
Philistines,  who,  supported  by  the  wealth  brought  from  afar  by  their  ships,  came  near  to 
conquering  Palestine  in  their  turn.    Samson  fought  against  them  ineffectively. 
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1  77)«  oftM  of  Jttdah  and  Simum. 
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T  aireii  in  j  uaan,     1 1'  tf  ormoA,  Gobi.  A>t 


—    —   -.    i  AdonlJieui    jaMlv    rtipii 

Olhnitl  halh  AchMh  to  mfc  tnr  takias  of  Dttiir.     IS  The  KcnM 
d  Etnm  taken.     21  T^t  acU  of  Btnnmin.     22  Ot  the  Auum  < 

Of  AAtT.     33  Of  NaptJaii.     3*  Ot  Dan. 

■ilOW  after  the  death  of  Joshua  it  came  to  pi 
that  the  children  of  Israel  asked  the  Lord,  s 
ing,  AMio  shall  go  up  for  us  against  the  < 
aaanites  first,  to  fight  against  them  P 

S  And  the  Lord  said,  Judah  shall  go  up: 

hold,  I  have  dehvered  the  land  into  his  hand 

3  And  Judah  said  unto  Simeon  his  brotl 

Come  up  with  me  into  my  lot,  that  we  may  fij 

—■^-■■■-  against  the  Canaanites;  and  I  likewise  will 

with  thee  into  thy  lot.     So  Simeon  went  with  him. 

4  And  Judah  went  up;  and  the  Lord  delivered  the  Canaani 
and  the  Perizzites  into  tneir  hand:  and  they  slew  of  them  in  Be: 
ten  thousand  men. 

5  And  they  found  Adoni-liezek  in  Bezek:  and  they  fought  agai 
him,  and  they  slew  the  Canaanites  and  the  Perizzites. 

6  But  Adoni-bezek  fled;  and  they  pursued  after  him,  and  cauj 
him,  and  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  his  great  toes. 

7  And  Adoni-bezek  said.  Three-score  and  ten  kings,  having  it 
thumbs  and  their  great  toes  cut  off,  gathered  their  meat  under 
table:  as  I  have  done,  so  God  hath  requited  me.     And  they  brouj 
him  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  he  died. 

8  Now  the  children  of  Judah  had  fought  against  Jerusalem,  a 
had  taken  it,  and  smitten  it  Avith  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  set 
city  on  fire. 

9  \  And  afterward  the  children  of  Judah  went  down  to  fight  agai 
the  Canaanites,  that  dwelt  in  the  mountain,  and  in  the  south,  s 
in  the  valley. 
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AFTER  THE  PICTURE  BY  WILLIAM  SMALL,  A  CONTEM- 
PORARY ENGLISH  ARTIST. 
+ 

*\ipfMnnt  out  for  you  ritirM  of  refuge,  whereof  I  spake 
unto  tjou  tfif  the  hand  of  M ones.*'  —,fos.,  A>,  J. 

APrKK  the  divisicMi  of  Palestine  amon^  the  tribes, 
Joshua  tiiriie<l  his  iiiiiul  to  thoughts  of  peace. 
He  Unik  two  iniftortant  steps  toward  the  estab- 
lisliiiient  of  hiw  and  national  government  among  his 
people.  To  ke<*p  them  unitefl  in  reIigi<Mi,  he  set  up  a 
ctMitral  sanctuary.  Tlie  talnTnacle  and  tiie  ark  were 
removed  fnini  (iiliral,  tlieir  first  abiding  place  in  the  Proin- 
ise<I  Land,  and  were  reen»cted  at  Shiloh.  an  elevated 
field  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  land  within  the  domain 
of  his  own  trilx*,  the  |K»werful  Kplirainntes.  Here  the 
sanctuarv  seeme<l  secure  fn»m  human  enemies. 

Joshua  also  strenu:lhene<l   the  s<m]S4»  of  national   unitv 

• 

and  resfject  for  law,  by  establisliing  six  "cities  of  refuge," 
equally  placed  throughout  the  land.  In  those  rough  (.lays 
man  often  {>erished  at  the  hand  of  man.  Kven  though 
the  killing  was  accich'utal.  or  done  in  self-<lefense,  the 
kin>nien  of  the  dead  were  su[)|>ose<l  to  avenge  him.  To 
escapt*  them,  the  "shedder  of  bltHHi"  fltnl  to  (me  of  the 
refuge  rities.  I  Icre  then*  were  always  placetl  watchers  at  the 
gate>,  to  protect  him  and  to  ln'ar  his  >torv.  If  they  ad- 
judg<*d  his  dee<i  lo  be  excusabh*.  thru  he  might  dwell  in 
safetv  within  the  citv.    Outside,  the  avengers  still  awaited 
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JUDGES  I — JUDAH'S  CONQUESTS  435 

10  And  Judah  went  against  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in  Hebron : 
»w  the  name  of  Hebron  before  was  Kirjath-arba:)  and  they  slew 
sshai,  and  Ahiman,  and  Talmai. 

11  And  from  thence  he  went  against  the  inhabitants  of  Debir, 

I  the  name  of  Debir  before  was  Kirjath-sepher : 

12  And  Caleb  said,  He  that  smiteth  Kirjath-sepher,  and  taketh 
to  him  will  I  give  Achsah  my  daughter  to  wife. 

13  And  Othmel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  Caleb's  younger  brother,  took 
and  he  ^ave  him  Achsah  his  daughter  to  wife. 

14  And  it  came  to  pass  when  sne  came  to  hirriy  that  she  moved 
Q  to  ask  of  her  father  a  field:  and  she  lighted  from  off  her  ass;  and 
leb  said  unto  her,  What  wilt  thou  ? 

L5  And  she  said  unto  him,  Give  me  a  blessing:  for  thou  hast  given 
J  a  south  land:  give  me  also  springs  of  water.  And  Caleb  gave 
p  the  upper  springs  and  the  nether  springs.  * 

16  f  And  the  children  of  the  Kenite,  Moses's  father-in-law,' 
nt  up  out  of  the  city  of  palm  trees  with  the  children  of  Judah  into 
J  wilderness  of  Judah,  which  lieth  in  the  south  of  Arad;  and  they 
nt  and  dwelt  among  the  people. 

17  And  Judah  went  with  Simeon  his  brother,  and  they  slew  the 
naanites  that  inhabited  Zephath,  and  utterly  destroyed  it.  And 
J  name  of  the  city  was  called  Hormah. 

18  Also  Judah  took  Gaza  with  the  coast  thereof,  and  Askelon  with 
5  coast  thereof,  and  Ekron  with  the  coast  thereof. 

19  And  the  Lord  was  with  Judah;  and  he  drave  out  the  inhabitants 
the  mountains;  but  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley, 
:;ause  they  had  chariots  of  iron. 

10  And  they  gave  Hebron  unto  Caleb,  as  Moses  said:  and  he  ex- 
iled thence  the  three  sons  of  Anak. 

II  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  not  drive  out  the  Jebusites 
it  inhabited  Jerusalem;  but  the  Jebusites  dwell  with  the  children 
Benjamin  in  Jerusalem  unto  this  day. 

22  ^  And  the  house  of  Joseph,  they  also  went  up  against  Beth-el: 
d  the  Lord  was  with  them. 

23  And  the  house  of  Joseph  sent  to  descry  Beth-el.  (Now  the 
me  of  the  city  before  was  Luz.) 

24  And  the  spies  saw  a  man  come  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  they 
d  unto  him.  Shew  us,  we  pray  thee,  the  entrance  into  tne  city,  and 
will  shew  thee  mercy. 

55  And  when  he  shewed  them  the  entrance  into  the  city,  they 
ote  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword;  but  they  let  go  the  man 
1  all  his  family. 

26  And  the  man  went  into  the  land  of  the  Hittites,  and  built  a  city,  and 
led  the  name  thereof  Luz :  which  is  the  name  thereof  unto  this  day. 

Ihii  pMMffe  U  a  repetition  of  the  account  in  Joshua,  Chapter  15.    *0r  "  brother^in-Iaw." 


436  JUDGES  I — THE  CANAANITES  REMAIN 

27  ^  Neither  did  Manasseh  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-shean 
and  her  towns,  nor  Taanach  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhabitants  ol 
Dor  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Ibleam  and  her  towns, 
nor  the  inhabitants  of  Megiddo  and  her  towns:  but  the  Canaanites 
would  dwell  in  that  lancj. 

28  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  was  strong,  that  they  put  th< 
Canaanites  to  tribute,  and  did  not  utteriy  drive  them  out. 

29  ^  Neither  did  Ephraim  drive  out  the  Canaanites  that  dwel 
in  Gezer;  but  the  Canaanites  dwelt  in  Gezer  among  them. 

30  Tf  Neither  did  Zebulun  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Kitron,  noi 
the  inhabitants  of  Nahalol;  but  the  Canaanites  dwelt  among  them 
and  became  tributaries. 

31  Tf  Neither  did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Accho,  no] 
the  inhabitants  of  Zidon,  nor  of  Ahlab,  nor  of  Achzib,  nor  of  Helbah 
nor  of  Aphik,  nor  of  Rehob: 

32  But  the  Asherites  dwelt  among  the  Canaanites,  the  inhabitant 
of  the  land :  for  they  did  not  drive  them  out. 

33  Tf  Neither  did  Naphtali  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Beth 
shemesh,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-anath;  but  he  dwelt  among  th< 
Canaanites,  the  inhabitants  of  the  land:  nevertheless  the  inhabitant 
of  Beth-shemesh  and  of  Beth-anath  became  tributaries  unto  them 

34  And  the  Amorites  forced  the  children  of  Dan  into  the  mountain 
for  they  would  not  suffer  them  to  come  down  to  the  valley: 

35  But  the  Amorites  would  dwell  in  mount  Heres  in  Aijalon,  an< 
in  Shaalbim:  yet  the  hand  of  the  house  of  Joseph  prevailed,  so  tha 
they  became  tributaries. 

36  And  the  coast  of  the  Amorites  was  from  the  going  up  to  Akrab 
bim,  from  the  rock,  and  upward. 

Cfiapter  2 

1  An  angel  rebukeih  the  people  at  Bochim.    6  The  \nckedness  of  the  new  generation  after  Joshua.    14  God's  angt 
and  pity  towards  them,     20  The  Canaanites  are  left  to  prove  Israel. 


f^Ji: 


ND  an  angel  of  the  Lord  came  up  from  Gilgal  to  Bochim 
and  said,  I  made  you  to  go  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  have  brough 
you  unto  the  land  which  1  sware  unto  your  fathers;  and  I  said 
I  will  never  break  my  covenant  with  you. 

2  And  ye  shall  make  no  league  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  land 
ye  shall  throw  down  their  altars:  but  ye  have  not  obeyed  my  voice 
why  have  ye  done  this  ? 

3  Wherefore  I  also  said,  I  will  not  drive  them  out  from  before  you 
but  they  shall  be  a^s  thorns  in  your  sides,  and  their  gods  shall  oe  i 
snare  unto  you. 

4  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  spake  thes 
words  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  that  the  people  lifted  up  thei 
voice,  and  wept. 
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BY  J.  STEEPLE  DAVIS,  A  CONTEMPORARY  AMERICAN 

ARTIST. 
+ 

And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people,  Bvholdy  ikU  stone 
sluill  ffc  a  witness  unto  us.** — Jos.,  ;?4.  -?''. 


"A 


XD  the  people  sen*ed  the  I^rd  all  the  days  of 
Joshua."  Yet  as  the  venerable  leader  grew 
very  old  and  saw  deep  into  the  hearts  of  men, 
he  knew  tliat  already  the  influence  of  the  Faith  was  fading. 
Just  before  his  death  he  sought  to  do  as  Moses  had  done, 
force  home  upon  the  people  one  last  vivid  reminder  of 
their  covenant  with  the  Ix)rd.  For  this  purpose,  he  called 
a  meeting  of  all  tlie  nation  in  the  valley  of  Shechem,  at 
the  foot  of  Mt.  Ebal,  where  in  their  former  great  ceremonial 
thev  had  consecrated  themselves  and  the  land  to  God. 

Here  the  outworn  old  man  recoveretl  his  former  fire 
and  in  a  passionate  final  speech  recalled  to  the  people  all 
God  had  done  for  them.  Det^ply  touched,  his  hearers 
once  more  renewed  their  solemn  promise  to  ol>ey  the  I^rd. 
Three  separate  times  Jcxshua  made  them  give  assurance, 
**Nav  but  we  will  serve  the  Ix)ni."  Moreover  he  bade 
set  up  a  great  stone  **un<ler  an  t>ak,"  as  a  perpetual  witness 
of  the  ple<lge. 

Then  the  wearv  "servant  of  (rod"  felt  that  his  work 
was  done;  and  he  died,  "being  an  himdre<l  and  ten  years 
old."  And  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  Aaron's  son,  died. 
And  all  those  of  that  generation  diet!.  And  a  new 
generation  sprang  up  which  had  not  known  Moses  face  to 
face,  nor  watched  the  holding  back  of  Jonian  while  the 
people  crossed. 
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5  And  they  called  the  name  of  that  place  Bochim:*  and  they  sac- 
rificed there  unto  the  Lord. 

6  If  And  when  Joshua  had  let  the  people  go,  the  children  of  Israel 
went  every  man  unto  his  inheritance  to  possess  the  land. 

7  And  the  people  served  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all 
the  days  of  the  elders  that  outlived  Joshua,  who  had  seen  all  the  ' 
great  works  of  the  Lord,  that  he  did  for  Israel. 

8  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died, 
being  an  hundred  and  ten  years  old. 

9  And  they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  his  inheritance  in  Tim- 
nath-heres,  in  the  mount  of  Ephraim,  on  the  north  side  of  the  hill 
Gaash. 

10  And  also  all  that  generation  were  gathered  unto  their  fathers: 
and  there  arose  another  generation  after  them,  which  knew  not  the 
L«ord,  nor  yet  the  works  which  he  had  done  for  Israel. 

11^  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  served  Baalim:^ 

12  And  thev  forsook  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  which  brought 
tKem  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  followed  other  gods,  of  the  gods 
of  the  people  that  were  round  about  them,  and  bowed  themselves  unto 
them,  and  provoked  the  Lord  to  anger. 

13  And  they  forsook  the  Lord,  and  served  Baal  and  Ashtaroth.' 

14  ^  And  tne  anger  of  the  Loud  was  hot  against  Israel,  and  he 
delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  spoilers  that  spoiled  them,  and  he 
Sold  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  round  about,  so  that  they 
Could  not  any  longer  stand  before  their  enemies. 

15  Whithersoever  they  went  out,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against 
them  for  evil,  as  the  Lord  had  said,  and  as  the  Lord  had  sworn  unto 
them:  and  thev  were  neatly  distressed. 

16  ^  Nevertheless  the  Lord  raised  up  judges,  which  delivered 
them  out  of  the  hand  of  those  that  spoiled  them. 

17  And  yet  they  would  not  liearKen  unto  their  judges,  but  they 
^^ent  a  whoring  after  other  gods,  and  bowed  themselves  unto  them: 
tlxey  turned  quickly  out  of  the  way  which  their  fathers  walked  in, 
obeying  the  commandments  of  the  Lord;  but  they  did  not  so. 

18  And  w^hen  the  Lord  raised  them  up  judges,  then  the  Lord  w^as 
^^ith  the  judge,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies 
^11  the  days  of  the  judge:  for  it  repented  the  Lord  because  of  their 
Broanings  by  reason  of  them  that  oppressed  them  and  vexed  them. 

19  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  judge  was  dead,  tluit  they  re- 
turned and  corrupted  themselves  more  than  their  fathers,  in  followinj 
other  gods  to  serve  them,  and  to  bow  down  unto  them;  they  ceases 
^ot  from  their  owm  doings,  nor  from  their  stubborn  way. 

1^^  ^Bochim  means  "the  weepers."  sBaalira  is  the  phiral  of  Baal:  it  mcaas  the  local  deities  of  the  Canaan. 
r^  'Ashtaroth  is  a  plural  fonn  for  the  female  idols;  the  singular  fonn  is  Ashtoreth,  or  Astarte.  The  whola 
VQua  of  male  and  female  deities  is  contrasted  here  with  Jehovah. 
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20  %  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel;  and  he  said, 
Because  that  this  people  hath  transgressed  my  covenant  which  I  com- 
manded their  fathers,  and  have  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice; 

21  I  also  will  not  henceforth  drive  out  any  from  before  them  of  the 
nations  which  Joshua  left  when  he  died: 

22  That  through  them  I  may  prove  Israel,  whether  they  will  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord  to  walk  therein,  as  their  fathers  did  keep  it^  or  not 

23  Therefore  the  Lord  left  those  nations,  without  dnving  them 
out  hastily;  neither  delivered  he  them  into  the  hand  of  Joshua. 

Cfiapter  3 

1  The  nations  which  were  left  to  prove  Israd.     6  By  communion  with  them  they  commit  idoiatry.    8  Othnid  d^ 
Hvereth  them  from  Chushan-rithaihaim,     12  Ehud  from  Eglon,     31  Shamgar  from  the  Philistine*. 

|OW  these  are  the  nations  which  the  Lord  left  to  prove  Israel 
by  them,  even  as  many  of  Israel  as  had  not  known  all  the 
wars  of  Canaan; 

2  Only  that  the  generations  of  the  children  of  Israel  might  know, 
to  teach  them  war,  at  the  least  such  as  before  knew  nothing  thereof; 

3  Namely,  five  lords  of  the  Philistines,  and  all  the  Canaanites, 
and  the  Sidonians,  and  the  ffivites  that  dwelt  in  mount  Lebanon, 
from  mount  Baal-hermon  unto  the  entering  in  of  Hamath. 

4  And  they  were  to  prove  Israel  by  them,  to  know  whether  they 
would  hearken  unto  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  which  he  com- 
manded their  fathers  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

5  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  dwelt  among  the  Canaanites,  Hittites, 
and  Amorites,  and  Perizzites,  and  Hi\dtes,  and  Jebusites: 

6  And  they  took  their  daughters  to  be  their  wives,  and  gave  their 
daughters  to  their  sons,  and  served  their  gods. 

7  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
forgat  the  Lord  their  God,  and  served  Baalim  and  the  groves.* 

8  Tf  Therefore  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel,  and 
d  them  into  the  hand  of  Chushan-rishathaim  king  of  Mesopo- 
tamia: and  the  children  of  Israel  served  Chushan-rishathaim  eight 
years. 

9  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
raised  up  a  deliverer  to  the  children  of  Israel,  who  delivered  them, 
even  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  Caleb's  younger  brother. 

10  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and  he  judged 
Israel,  and  went  out  to  war:  and  the  Lord  delivered  Chushan-risna- 
thaim  king  of  Mesopotamia  into  his  hand;  and  his  hand  prevailed 
against  Chushan-rishathaim. 

11  And  the  land  had  rest  forty  years.  And  Othniel  the  son  of 
Kenaz  died. 

»Thl8  word  ** groves"  In  the  Revised  Version  Is  given  In  Its  Hebrew  form  as  a  proper  name  "  ashepolh.'* 
The  "asherah"  signifies  ft  wooden  post  which  stood  near  the  altar  and  was  regardea  as  the  seat  of  tbe  d^y. 
Here,  however,  it  seems  to  have  the  same  Import  as  Ashtaroth;  see  previous  note. 
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**And  Adoni-bezeh  said.  Threescore  and  ten  kings,  having 
ilieir  thumbs  and  their  great  toes  cut  off,  gathered  their  meat 
under  my  table.** — Jud„  1,  7, 

FOR  a  time  the  Israelites  pushed  fonn'ard  their  con- 
quests vigorously  even  without  Joshua's  aid. 
The  tribe  of  Judah  had  been  allotted  the  southern 
niounUiin  land,  now  called  Judea;  and  as  Jacob  had  long 
before  predicted,  Judah  was  a  lion's  whelp.  Hence  this 
portion  of  Canaan  was  more  fully  conquered  than  any 
other.  Caleb  was  the  leading  warrior  of  Judah,  and  it 
was  probably  he  who  led  his  comrades  when,  even  before 
Joshua's  death,  they  storracfi  Jerusalem,  and  conquered 
for  Caleb  his  promised  inheritance  of  Hebron.  Also  they 
overthrew  the  chief  remaining  king  of  the  southern  moun- 
tains. Adoni-bezek  of  Bezek. 

The  defeated  king  was  carried  to  Jerusalem,  and  there 
his  captors  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  great  toes:  because  he 
himself  had  formerly  mutilated  thus  all  the  little  city  kings 
whom  he  had  overcome.  He  had  forced  them  to  gather 
their  food  like  dogs  under  his  table.  Now  he  confessed 
the  justness  of  the  retribution  that  had  befallen  him,  he 
despairt»d  of  struggling  against  the  power  of  the  Ix)rd, 
and  he  died.     Judah  was  supreme  in  the  south. 


Ill  2V» 


I 


JUDGES  m — ^EHUD  439 


I        12  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the 
:     Lord:  and  the  Lord  strengthened  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab  against 
Israel,  because  they  had  done  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

13  And  he  gathered  unto  him  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Amalek, 
and  went  and  smote  Israel,  and  possessed  the  city  of  palm  trees. 

14  So  the  children  of  Israel  served  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab  eighteen 
years. 

15  But  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
raised  them  up  a  deliverer,  Ehud  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite,  a 
man  lef thanded :  and  by  him  the  children  of  Israel  sent  a  present  unto 
£glon  the  king  of  Moab. 

16  But  Ehud  made  him  a  dagger  which  had  two  edges,  of  a  cubit 
length;  and  he  did  gird  it  under  his  raiment  upon  his  right  thigh. 

17  And  be  brought  the  present  unto  Eglon  king  of  Moab:  and 
£glon  was  a  very  fat  man. 

18  And  when  he  had  made  an  end  to  offer  the  present,  he  sent 
A^wray  the  people  that  bare  the  present. 

19  But  ne  himself  turned  again  from  the  quarries  that  were  bv 
Nilgai,  and  said,  I  have  a  secret  errand  unto  thee,  O  king:  who  said, 
5Ceep  silence.     And  all  that  stood  by  him  went  out  from  him. 

20  And  Ehud  came  unto  him;  and  he  was  sitting  in  a  summer- 
purlour,  which  he  had  for  himself  alone.  And  Ehud  said,  I  have  a 
XQessage  from  God  unto  thee.     And  he  arose  out  of  his  seat. 

21  And  Ehud  put  forth  his  left  hand,  and  took  the  dagger  from 
lus  right  thigh,  and  thrust  it  into  his  bellv: 

22  And  the  haft  also  went  in  after  the  blade;  and  the  fat  closed 
Wpon  the  blade,  so  that  he  could  not  draw  the  dagger  out  of  his  belly; 
and  the  dirt  came  out. 

23  Then  Ehud  went  forth  through  the  porch,  and  shut  the  doors 
of  the  parlour  upon  him,  and  locked  them. 

24  When  he  was  gone  out,  his  servants  came;  and  when  they  saw 
*Bat,  behold,  the  doors  of  the  parlour  were  locked,  they  said.  Surely 
l^e  covereth  his  feet  in  his  summer-chamber. 

25  And  they  tarried  till  they  were  ashamed:  and,  behold,  he  opened 
^ot  the  doors  of  the  parlour;  therefore  they  took  a  key,  and  opened 
^^'^m:  and,  behold,  their  lord  teas  fallen  down  dead  on  the  earth. 

56  And  Ehud  escaped  while  they  tarried,  and  passed  beyond  the 
'^^i^rries,  and  escaped  unto  Seirath. 

57  And  it  came  to  pass,  w^hen  he  was  come,  that  he  blew  a  trumpet 
^^^  the  mountain  of  Ephraim,  and  the  children  of  Israel  went  down 
^^th  him  from  the  mount,  and  he  before  them. 

^    98  And  he  said  unto  them.  Follow  after  me:  for  the  Lord  hath 
"^^livered  your  enemies  the  Moabites  into  your  hand.     And  they 

^^nt  down  after  him,  and  took  the  fords  of  Jordan  toward  Moab, 

*txd  suffered  not  a  man  to  pass  over. 


\ 


440  JUDGES  IV — DEBORAH  SUMMONS  BARAK 


29  And  they  slew  of  Moab  at  that  time  about  ten  thousand 
all  lusty,  and  all  men  of  valour:  and  there  escaped  not  a  man. 

30  So  Moab  was  subdued  that  day  under  the  hand  of  Israel.     An< 
the  land  had  rest  fourscore  years. 

31  ^  And  after  him  was  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath,  which  slew= 
of  the  Philistines  six  hundred  men  with  an  ox  goad:  and  he  also: — -^ 
delivered  Israel. 

Cfjapter  4 

1  Deborah  and  Barak  deliver  them  from  Jabin  and  Sisera.    is  Jael  kiUeth  Simn. 

ND  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  th< 
Lord,  when  Ehud  was  dead. 

2  And  the  Lord  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin 

of  Canaan,  that  reigned  in  Hazor;  the  captain  of  whose  host  wa; 
Sisera,  which  dwelt  in  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles. 

3  And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord:  for  he  had  nin< 
hundred  chariots  of  iron;  and  twenty  years  he  mightily  opprej 
the  children  of  Israel. 

4  \\  And  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth,  she  judged^B 
Israel  at  that  time. 

5  And  she  dwelt  under  the  palm-tree  of  Deborah  between  Ramak.^^ 
and  Beth-el  in  mount  Ephraim:  and  the  children  of  Israel  came  u] 
to  her  for  judgment. 

6  And  she  sent  and  called  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  out  of  Kedesh— 
naphtali,  and  said  unto  him.  Hath  not  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  com- 
manded,  saying^  Go  and  draw  toward  mount  Tabor,  and  take  with, 
thee  ten  thousand  men  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  and  of  the  children 
of  Zebulun.^ 

7  And  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to  the  river  Kishon,  Sisera,  the  captain 
of  Jabin's  army,  with  his  chariots  and  his  multitude;  and  I  will  de- 
liver him  into  tViine  hand. 

8  And  Barak  said  unto  her,  If  thou  wilt  go  with  me,  then  I  will 
go :  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  then  I  will  not  go. 

9  And  she  said,  I  will  surely  go  with  thee:  notwithstanding  the  jour- 
ney that  thou  takest  shall  not  be  for  thine  honour;  for  the  Lord  shall 
sell  Sisera  into  the  hand  of  a  woman.  And  Deborah  arose,  and  went 
with  Barak  to  Kedesh. 

10  ^  And  Barak  called  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  to  Kedesh;  and  he  went 
up  with  ten  thousand  men  at  his  feet :  and  Deborah  w^ent  up  writh  him. 

11  Now  Heber  the  Kenite,  which  was  of  the  children  of  Hobab 
the  father-in-law  of  Moses,  had  severed  himself  from  the  Kenites, 
and  pitched  his  tent  unto  the  plain  of  Zaanaim,  which  is  by  Kedesh. 

12  And  they  shewed  Sisera  that  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  was 
gone  up  to  mount  Tabor. 

13  And  Sisera  gathered  together  all  his  chariots,  even  nine  hundred 
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*'But  ye  have  not  obeifed  my  voice:  why  hai*e  ye  done 
ihisr'—Jud„  2,2.^ 

EVEN  before  Joshua's  death,  there  came  signs  of  the 
breakdown  of  Israel's  power.  The  entire  book 
of  Jiidjr<^  is  tl>^  story  of  tlie  people's  misery  and  of 
their  struggle  against  the  nations  that  oppressed  them.  Be- 
fore the  punishment  fell  upon  them  they  had  di\*inc  warn- 
ing, not  only  of  its  coming  but  of  its  cause.  While  they  were 
still  encam[)od  at  Gilgal  an  angel  appeared  l>efore  all  the 
people.  He  turneil  his  back  upon  the  camp  and  went  up 
a  little  way  into  the  mountains.  Thence,  facing  the  mul- 
titude, he  rebuked  them  for  their  first  great  sin.  They 
had  disol>eyed  God  by  making  friends  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  land.  Whv  had  these  evil  C'anaanites  not 
lx»en  wholly  driven  out  while  God's  j>ower  was  still  with 
His  jjeople  carrying  them  on  from  victt>ry  to  victory? 
But  MO,  they  had  thought  their  wisdom  lietter  than  His 
wis<lom.  Thev  had  had  their  wav.  Xow  thev  must 
abide  the  con.se<|uenrt^.  *'I  will  not  drive  them  out  from 
before  von;  but  thev  sliall  l>e  as  thorns  in  v<Mir  sides,  and 
their  gcnis  shall  l>e  a  snare  unto  you.*' 

When  the  angel  finished,  "the  j)eople  Iifte<i  up  their 
voice  an<l  wept."  It  is  easy  to  wet*p.  It  is  not  eajjv  to 
reform.  Israel  continued  in  comradeship  with  her 
neighlK)r>. 
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tariots  of  iron,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him,  from  Haroshetb 
the  Gentiles  UHto  the  river  of  Kishon. 

14  And  Deborah  said  unto  Barak,  Up;  for  this  is  the  day  in  which 
e  Lord  hath  delivered  Sisera  into  thine  hand :  is  not  the  Lord  gone 
Lt  before  thee  ?  So  Barak  went  down  from  mount  Tabor  and  ten 
ousand  men  after  him. 

13  And  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all  his  chariots,  and  all 
s  host,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak;  so  that  Sisera 
hted  down  oflF  his  chariot,  and  fled  away  on  his  feet. 

16  But  Barak  pursued  after  the  chariots,  and  after  the  host,  unto 
arosheth  of  the  Gentiles:  and  all  the  host  of  Sisera  fell  upon  the 
ge  of  the  sword;  aiid  there  was  not  a  man  left. 

17  Howbeit  Sisera  fled  away  on  his  feet  to  the  tent  of  Jael  the  wdfe 
Heber  the  Kenite:  for  there  was  peace  between  Jabin  the  king  of 

azor  and  the  house  of  Ileber  the  Kenite. 

18  Tf  And  Jael  went  out  to  meet  Sisera,  and  said  unto  him.  Turn 
my  lord,  turn  in  to  me;  fear  not.     And  when  he  had  turned  in  unto 

T  into  the  tent,  she  covered  him  with  a  mantle. 

19  And  he  said  unto  her.  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  to 
ink;  for  I  am  thirsty.  And  she  opened  a  bottle  of  milk,  and  gave 
m  drink,  and  covered  him. 

20  Again  he  said  unto  her.  Stand  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  and  it 
lall  be,  when  any  man  doth  come  and  inquire  of  thee,  and  say.  Is 
lere  any  man  here  ?  that  thou  shalt  say,  >J  o. 

21  Then  Jael,  Heber's  wife,  took  a  nail  of  the  tent,  and  took  an 
immer  in  her  hand,  and  went  softly  unto  him,  and  smote  the  nail 
ito  his  temples,  and  fastened  it  into  the  ground :  for  he  was  fast  asleep 
id  weary.     So  he  died. 

22  And,  behold,  as  Barak  pursued  Sisera,  Jael  came  out  to  meet 
m,  and  said  unto  him.  Come,  and  I  will  shew  thee  the  man  whom 
ou  seekest.  And  when  he  came  into  her  teyity  behold,  Sisera  lay 
»ad,  and  the  nail  was  in  his  temples. 

23  So  God  subdued  on  that  day  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan  before 
e  children  of  Israel. 

24  And  the  hand  of  the  children  of  Israel  prospered,  and  prevailed 
;ainst  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan,  until  they  had  destroyed  Jabin 
ng  of  Canaan. 

Cfiapter  5 

f  9ong  of  Deborah  and  Barak. 

[HEN  sang  Deborah  and  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  on  that 


day,  saying, 
2  Praise  ye  the  Lord  for  the  avenging  of  Israel,  when  the 
jople  willingly  offered  themselves.* 

>Thls  chapter  except  for  the  first  verse  and  the  final  sentence  is  given  In  the  Revised  Version  as  a  poetle 
vox. 


442  JUDGES  V — Deborah's  song 

3  Hear,  O  ye  kings;  give  ear,  O  ye  princes;  I,  even  I,  will  sing  un 
the  Lord;  I  will  sing  praise  to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

4  Lord,  when  thou  wentest  out  of  Seir,  when  thou  marchedst  out 
the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth  trembled,  and  the  heavens  dropped,  th^ 
clouds  also  dropped  water. 

5  The  mountains  melted  from  before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sina 

from  before  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

6  In  the  days  of  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of  Jael 
the  highways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked  througkn 
byways. 

7  Tlie  inJiabitanis  of  the  villages  ceased,^  they  ceased  in  Israel  ^ 
until  that  I  Deborah  arose,  that  I  arose  a  mother  in  Israel. 

8  They  chose  new  gods;  then  ivas  war  in  the  gates:  was  there  s^ 
shield  or  spear  seen  among  forty  thousand  in  Israel  ? 

9  My  heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Israel,  that  offered  them- 
selves willingly  among  the  people.     Bless  ye  the  Lord. 

10  Speak,  ye  that  ride  on  wnite  asses,  ye  that  sit  in  judgment,  and 
walk  by  the  way. 

11  They  that  are  delivered  from  the  noise  of  archers  in  the  places 
of  drawing  water,  there  shall  they  rehearse  the  righteous  acts  of  the 
Lord,  even  the  righteous  acts  toward  the  inhxxbitants  of  his  Aillages 
in  Israel ;  then  shaU  the  people  of  the  Lord  go  dowTi  to  the  gates. 

12  Awake,  awake,  Deborah:  awake,  awake,  utter  a  song:  arise, 
Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thou  son  of  Abinoam. 

13  Then  he  made  him  tliat  remaineth  have  dominion  over  the 
nobles  among  the  people:  the  Lord  made  me  have  dominion  over 
the  mighty. 

14  Out  of  Ephraim  was  there  a  root  of  them  against  Amalek;  after 
thee,  Benjamin,  among  thy  people;  out  of  Machir  came  down  gov- 
ernors, and  out  of  Zebulun  tney  that  handle  the  pen  of  the  WTiter. 

15  And  the  princes  of  Issachar,  icere  with  Deborah;  even  Issachar, 
and  also  Barak:  he  was  sent  on  foot  into  the  valley.  For  the  divisions 
of  Reuben  there  were  great  thoughts  of  heart. 

16  Why  abodest  thou  among  the  sheepfolds,  to  hear  the  bleatings 
of  the  flocks  ?  For  the  divisions  of  Reuben  tliere  were  great  search- 
ings  of  heart. 

17  Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan:  and  why  did  Dan  remain  in 
ships  ?     Asher  continued  on  the  sea  shore,  and  abode  in  his  breaches, 

18  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  ivere  a  people  tJiat  jeoparded  their  lives 
unto  the  death  in  the  nigh  places  of  the  field. 

19  The  kings  came  and  tought,  then  fought  the  kings  of  Canaan 
in  Taanach  by  the  waters  of  Megiddo;  they  took  no  gain  of  money. 

20  They  fought  from  heaven;  the  stars  in  their  courses  fought 
against  Sisera. 

>The  Revised  Version  says.  "The  rulers  ceased  in  Israel,  they  ceased." 


tirtie  WtKs^ip  of  i^trange  Gobies 


AFTER  TIIK  rAINTINTf   BY   II.  <;.   KIVIKKK,  A  RECENT 

FRENTH  ARTIST. 
+ 

*\{u(l  thei/  forsook  the  lA}rd  and  iter  red  Baal  and  Aah- 
taroth.''    -Jud.,  J,  LJ. 

TK1{1{IBLE  were  the  conseciueiices  of  the  Israelites* 
asMX'iution  with  their  evil  neighbors.  The  entire 
lMX>k  of  Judges  is  hut  a  series  of  repetitions  of  the 
same  story.  Again  and  again  tlie  Israelites  were  led  into 
taking  part  in  the  pagan  worship  of  the  Caiiaanite:!.  Thus 
sinking  into  evil,  they  lost  (rourage  and  manhood;  success 
de.**erte<l  them;  the  I/ord  deserttxl  them;  and  they  became 
almost  like  .slaves  in  the  land.  In  their  misery  thev  would 
reniendKT  (lod,  and  pray  to  Him.  In  answer  He  would 
raist»  them  up  a  deliverer,  a  ''judge."  Then  in  their 
prosperity  they  would  sin  again. 

The  chief  Canaanite  gtxls  or  idt>ls  whom  the  Israelites 
tluis  worshipiH'fi.  were  Baal  and  Ashtaroth.  Baal  was 
the  god  of  the  aiH-ient  Babylonians,  and  indeed  of  all  the 
Phoenician  races;  or  rather,  each  PhtRMiician  citv  had  its 
own  Baal.  Human  siUTitices  were  made  at  his  shrine. 
Youths  and  maidens  were  shiin  on  the  lap  or  in  the  arms 
of  the  huge  idol.  The  goddess  Ashtaroth  was  honornl 
more  particularly  among  the  IMiiii^tines.  The  rites  ^ht- 
formetl  in  Ikt  name  were  even  more  wick<tl  than  those 
of  Baal.  It  was  for  these  idoU  and  the  pn)te<'tion  they 
con  ill  offtT.  that  the  Israelite**  desiTtetl  their  own  pure 
and  noh!(>  faith. 
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JUDGES  V — BISERA's  DOWNFALL  443 

The  river  of  Kishon  swept  them  away,  that  ancient  river,  the 
lishon.     O  my  soul,  thou  has  trodden  down  strength. 
7hen  were  the  horsehoofs  broken  by  the  means  of  the  prancings, 
tncings  of  their  mighty  ones. 

/Urse  ye  Meroz,  said  the  angel  o£  the  Lord,  curse  ye  bitterly 
abitants  thereof;  because  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
hielp  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty. 

(lessed  above  women  shall  Jael  the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite 
;sed  shall  she  be  above  women  in  the  tent. 
[e  asked  water,  and  she  gave  him  milk;  she  brought     forth 
in  a  lordly  dish. 

he  put  her  hand  to  the  nail,  and  her  right  hand  to  the  work- 
hammer;  and  with  the  hammer  she  smote  Sisera,  she  smote 
head,  when  she  had  pierced  and  stricken  through  his  temples, 
.t  her  feet  he  bowed,  ne  fell,  he  lay  down:  at  her  feet  he  bowed, 
where  he  bowed,  there  he  fell  down  dead. 
^he  mother  of  Sisera  looked  out  at  a  window,  and  cried  through 
ice.  Why  is  his  chariot  so  long  in  coming  ?  why  tarry  the  wheels 
chariots  ? 
[er  wise  ladies  answered  her,  yea,  she  returned  answer  to 

[ave  they  not  sped.^  have  they  not  divided  the  prey;  to  every 
damsel  or  two;  to  Sisera  a  prey  of  divers  colours,  a  prey  of 
colours  of  needlework,  of  divers  colours  of  needlework  on 
les,  meet  for  the  necks  of  them  that  take  the  spoil  ? 
o.let  all  thine  enemies  perish,  O  Lord:  but  let  them  that  love 
as  the  sun  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might.  And  the  land 
\i  forty  years. 

Cfiapter  6 

lUet  for  their  sin  are  oppressed  6?/  Midian.  8  .4  prophet  rehuketh  them.  11  An  angel  sendeth  Gideon 
iverance.  17  Gideon's  present  is  consumed  with  fire.  25  Gideon  destroyeth  Baal's  altar,  and  offereth 
\pon  the  altar  Jehovah-shalom.  28  Joash  defendcth  his  son,  and  calleth  him  Jerubbaal.  33  Gideon's 
Tideon's  signs. 

SD  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord: 
and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Midian  seven 
years. 

id  the  hand  of  Midian  prevailed  against  Israel :  and  because  of 
dianites  the  children  ot  Israel  made  them  the  dens  which  are 
mountains,  and  caves,  and  strongholds. 

id  80  it  was,  when  Israel  had  sown,  that  the  Midianites  came 
1  the  Amalekites,  and  the  cliildren  of  the  east,  even  they  came 
inst  them; 

id  they  encamped  against  them,  and  destroyed  the  increase 
earth,  till  thou  come  unto  Gaza,  and  left  no  sustenance  for 
neither  sheep,  nor  ox,  nor  ass. 


( 


444  JUDGES  VI — GIDEON  SUMMONED 

5  For  they  came  up  with  their  cattle  and  their  tents,  and  they  cam< 
as  grasshoppers  for  multitude;  for  both  thev  and  their  camels  wei 
\\ithout  number:  and  they  entered  into  the  land  to  destroy  it. 

6  And  Israel  was  greatly  impoverished  because  of  the  IVIidianites; 
and  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord. 

7  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  th< 
Lord  because  of  the  3lidianites, 

8  That  the  Lord  sent  a  prophet  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  which. 
said  unto  them,  Thus  saitli  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  brought  you- 
up  from  Egypt,  and  brought  you  forth  out  of  the  house  of  bondage; 

9  And  1  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out 
of  the  hand  of  all  that  oppressed  you,  and  drave  them  out  from  before- 
you,  and  gave  you  their  land; 

10  And  I  said  unto  you,  I  am  the  Lord  your  God;  fear  not  the^^ 
gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye  dwell :  but  ye  have  not  obeyed— 
my  voice. 

11  T[  And  there  came  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  sat  under  an  oalcT" 
which  icas  in  Ophrah,   that  pertained  unto   Joash  the  Abi-ezrite  s:. 
and  liis  son  Gideon  threshed  wheat  by  the  winepress,  to  hide  U 
the  Midianites. 

12  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him,  and  said  unti 
him,  The  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty  man  of  valour. 

13  And  Gideon  said  unto  him.  On  my  Lord,  if  the  Lord  be  withe — 
us,  why  then  is  all  this  befallen  us  ?  and  where  he  all  his  miracles 
which  our  fathers  told  us  of,  saying.  Did  not  the  Lord  bring  us  u] 
from  Egypt  ?  but  now  the  Lord  hath  forsaken  us,  and  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Midianites. 

14  And  the  Lord  looked  upon  him,  and  said.  Go  in  this  thy  might^r 
and  thou  shalt  save  Israel  from  the  hand  of  the  Midianites:  have  not 
I  sent  thee  ? 

15  And  he  said  unto  him,  Oh  my  Lord,  wherewith  shall  I  save 
Israel  ?  behold,  my  family  is  poor  in  Manasseh,  and  I  am  the  least 
in  my  father's  house. 

16  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Surelv  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  smite  the  Midianites  as  one  man. 

17  And  he  said  unto  him.  If  now  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight, 
then  shew  me  a  sign  that  thou  talkest  with  me. 

18  Depart  not  hence,  I  pray  thee,  until  I  come  unto  thee,  and 
bring  forth  my  present,  and  set  it  before  thee.  And  he  said,  I  will 
tarry  until  thou  come  again. 

19  ^  And  Gideon  went  in,  and  made  ready  a  kid,  and  unleavened 
cakes  of  an  ephah  of  flour:  the  flesh  he  put  in  a  basket,  and  he  put 
the  broth  in  a  pot,  and  brought  it  out  unto  him  under  the  oak,  and 
presented  it. 

20  And  the  angel  of  God  said  unto  him.  Take  the  flesh  and  the 
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BY  J.  JAMEfl  TI880T.      RKPRODUCED  BV  THE  COUBTnT 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  TISbOT  SCX^IETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

4- 

**  The  Lord  raised  up  a  deliverer  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
even  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz^ — Jud>,  3,  9. 

HEREFORE  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot 
against  Israel,  and  he  sold  them  into  the  hand 
of  Chuslian-rishathaim  king  of  Mesopotamia." 
This  was  the  first  of  their  punishments.  From  Mesopo- 
tamia, the  valley  of  the  Euphrates,  the  ancient  home  of 
Abraham,  there  came  a  conquering  army  into  Palestine. 
Just  how  severe  was  the  oppression  upon  Israel,  we  are 
not  told,  nor  whether  the  people  submitted  without  re- 
sistance; but  for  eight  years  they  served  Chushan-risha- 
thaim.  Then  there  came  forward  the  first  of  Israel'i 
deliverers,  Othniel,  the  nephew  of  Caleb,  the  same  who 
luid  wedded  the  brave  old  chieftain's  daughter,  and  who 
had  succeeded  him  as  the  foremost  warrior  of  Judah, 
Israel's  foremost  tribe.  Othniel  came  from  his  home  in 
the  southland  where  he  had  comjuered  a  mysterious  old 
citv  called  Dchir,  '*lhe  citv  of  books."  He  summoned 
the  people  together. 

The  new  leader  had  no  such  miraculous  power  or 
divine  authority  as  had  upheld  Moses  and  Joshua.  Yet, 
as  we  are  told,  "the  spirit  of  the  Ik)rd  came  upon  him." 
Thus  inspired,  he  went  forth  to  war  against  Chuslian- 
rishathaim,  and  was  successful,  and  freed  his  countr>'meQ. 
After  that  the  land  had  peace  for  forty  years  under 
Othniel's  leadership.  **And  he 
judged  Israel." 

yJ^^^  
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JUDGES  VI — ^BAAL  OVERTHROWN  445 

Eileavened  cakes,  and  lay  them  upon  this  rock,  and  pour  out  the 
roth.     And  he  did  so. 

21  ^  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  put  forth  the  end  of  the  staflF 
lat  wa^  in  his  hand,  and  touched  the  nesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes; 
tid  there  rose  up  fire  out  of  the  rock,  and  consumed  the  flesh  and 
le  unleavened  cakes.  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  departed  out  of 
is  sight. 

22  And  when  Gideon  perceived  that  he  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord, 
rideon  said,  Alas,  O  Lord  God!  for  because  I  have  seen  an  angel 
P  the  Lord  face  to  face. 

23  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Peace  be  unto  thee;  fear  not:  thou 
bait  not  die. 

24  Then  Gideon  built  an  altar  there  unto  the  I^ord,  and  called  it 
ehovah-shalom :  unto  this  day  it  is  yet  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abi-ezrites. 

25  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord  said  unto 
im.  Take  thy  father's  young  bullock,  even  the  second  bullock  of 
sven  years  old,  and  throw  down  the  altar  of  Baal  that  thy  father 
ath,  and  cut  down  the  grove  that  i^  by  it: 

26  And  build  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  upon  the  top  of 
lis  rock,  in  the  ordered  place,  and  take  the  second  bullock,  and  offer 

burnt  sacrifice  wdth  the  wood  of  the  grove  which  thou  shalt  cut 
own. 

27  Then  Gideon  took  ten  men  of  his  servants,  and  did  as  the  Lord 
ad  said  unto  him :  and  so  it  was,  because  he  feared  his  father's  house- 
old,  and  the  men  of  the  city,  that  he  could  not  do  it  by  day,  that  he 
id  it  by  night. 

28  Tf  Ana  when  the  men  of  the  city  arose  early  in  the  morning, 
ehold,  the  altar  of  Baal  was  cast  down,  and  the  grove  was  cut  down 
tiat  wa^  by  it,  and  the  second  bullock  was  offered  upon  the  altar 
uU  was  built. 

29  And  they  said  one  to  another.  Who  hath  done  this  thing  ?  And 
»'hen  they  inquired  and  asked,  they  said,  Gideon  the  son  of  Joasli 
.ath  done  this  thing. 

80  Then  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  Joash,  Bring  out  thy  son, 
hat  he  may  die:  because  he  hath  cast  down  the  altar  of  Baal,  and 
because  he  hath  cut  down  the  grove  that  ivas  by  it. 

81  And  Joash  said  unto  all  that  stood  against  him.  Will  ye  plead  for 
Jaal  ?  will  ye  save  him  ?  he  that  will  plead  for  him,  let  him  be  put  to 
leath  whilst  it  is  yet  morning:  if  he  be  a  god  let  him  plead  for  himself, 
because  one  hath  cast  down  his  altar. 

32  Therefore  on  that  day  he  called  him  Jerubbaal,  saying,  I^t 
^aal  plead  against  him,  because  he  hath  throw-n  down  his  altar. 

88  %  Then  all  the  Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  the  children 
f  the  east  were  gathered  together,  and  went  over,  and  pitched  in  the 
Uley  of  Jezreel. 


446  JUDGES  VI — Gideon's  fleece 

34  But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Gideon,  and  he  blew  a 
trumpet;  and  Abi-ezer  was  gathered  after  him. 

35  And  he  sent  messengers  throughout  all  Manasseh;  who  also 
was  gathered  after  him :  and  he  sent  messengers  unto  Asher,  and  unto 
Zebulun,  and  unto  Naphtali;  and  they  came  up  to  meet  them. 

36  ^  And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  If  thou  ^^1lt  save  Israel  by  mine 
hand,  as  thou  hast  said, 

37  Behold,  I  will  put  a  fleece  of  wool  in  the  floor;  and  if  the  dew 
be  on  the  fleece  only,  and  it  be  dr>'  upon  all  the  earth  beside^  then  shall 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  said. 

38  And  it  was  so:  for  he  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and  thrust 
the  fleece  together,  and  wringed  the  dew  out  of  the  fleece,  a  bowl  full 
of  water. 

39  And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  Let  not  thine  anger  be  hot  against 
me,  and  I  will  speak  but  this  once:  let  me  prove,  I  pray  thee,  but 
this  once  with  the  fleece;  let  it  now  be  dry  only  upon  the  fleece,  and 
upon  all  the  ground  let  there  be  dew. 

40  And  God  did  so  that  night:  for  it  was  dry  upon  the  fleece  onljr 
and  there  was  dew  on  all  the  ground. 


Cliapter  7 


(he  dream  aid 


1  Gideon* 8  army  of  two  and  thirty  thousand  is  brought  to  three  hundred.  9  He  is  eneounued  6y  (he  dream  em 
interpretation  of  the  barley  cake.  16  His  strataQem  of  trumpetit  and  lamps  in  pitdters.  24  t%e  Epkraimites  t/at^ 
Oreb  and  Zeeb. 

HEN  Jerubbaal,  who  is  Gideon,  and  all  the  people  that  v>er^ 
with  him,  rose  up  early,  and  pitched  beside  the  well  of  Harod* 
so  that  the  host  of  the  Midianites  were  on  the  north  side  (/ 
them,  by  the  hill  of  Moreh,  in  the  vallev. 

2  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  ^he  people  that  are  with  thee 
are  too  many  for  me  to  give  the  Midianites  mto  their  hands,  lest 
Israel  vaunt  themselves  against  me,  saying,  Mine  own  hand  hath 
saved  me. 

3  Now  therefore  go  to,  proclaim  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  saying,. 
WTiosoever  is  fearful  and  afraid,  let  him  return  and  depart  early  from 
mount  Gilead.  And  there  returned  of  the  people  twenty  and  two 
thousand;  and  there  remained  ten  thousand. 

4  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  The  people  are  yet  too  miany; 
bring  them  down  unto  the  water,  and  I  will  trv  them  for  thee  there: 
and  it  shall  Ije,  tliat  of  whom  I  say  unto  thee,  'f'his  shall  go  with  thee» 
the  same  shall  go  with  thee;  and  of  whomsoever  I  say  unto  thee.  This 
shall  not  go  with  thee,  the  same  shall  not  go. 

5  So  he  brought  down  the  people  unto  the  water:  and  the  Lor]> 
said  unto  Gideon,  Every  one  that  lappeth  of  the  water  indth  his  tongue, 
as  a  dog  lappeth,  him  shalt  thou  set  by  himself;  likewise  every  one 
that  boweth  down  upon  his  knees  to  drink. 


y 
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BY   FORD  MADOX   HKOWV.   A   I-KADKR  OF  THE  PRE- 
KAPHAKLITK  SCHOOL  IN  ENC;L-^.XD,  DIED  1893. 

+ 

'\itid  Ehud  put  forth  hiit  left  handy  and  took  the  dagger 
from  //M  ri(jhi  thi(jh.'"' — Jud.^  3,  Jl. 

ArrKR  Othniers  death  the  scattered  and  disunited 
Isra«'lites  were  attacked  by  K^lon,  king  of  Mcuib. 
From  his  lands  east  of  the  Dead  Sea  he  marched 
northward,  as  the  Israelites  themselves  had  done,  crossed 
the    Jonlan    and    captured    Jericho.     From    this    vailey 
fortress  he  domineered  over  C'anaan  for  eighteen  years. 
His  tvrannv  was  overthrown  hv  Ehud,  of  the  tribe  of 

•  •  • 

Benjamin,  *'a  man  left-handed.'*  Khud  was  sent  to  bear 
a  "present,"  a  tribute  from  Isra«»l,  to  Kinj^  Kglon.  After 
profferinjj  the  ijift  and  leavinjj  the  n>yal  palace,  he  came 
suddenly  l)ack  and  l>esought  a  secret  audience  with  the 
king.  When  they  two  were  left  alone,  he  aime  close  as 
though  to  wliispHT.  Eglon  was  a  stnmg  man,  and  shrei^d 
ami  watchful.  But  Khud  by  using  his  left  hand  deceived 
the  king,  an*!  suddenly  thrust  a  dagger  into  his  ImkIv  so 
fiercely  that  the  fat  of  the  gross  Innly  of  the  king  closed 
over  it  completely.  The  woinuitxi  uuin  c<iuld  not  draw 
out  the  wea|>on,  and  he  fell  (h»ad,  a[)piirently  untouched. 
Then  Kluul  He*!  auil  rousetl  his  c-ountrvmcn  ai:ain>t  the 
Moal)it«'s.  and  slew  or  captun»«l  all  of  the  race  who  had 
follow<*<i  their  king  to  the  (.'anaanite  .side  of  Jordan. 
Again  I>rael  was  free. 
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8  And  the  number  of  them  that  lapped,  putting  their  hand  to  their 
lOUth,  were  three  hundred  men:  but  all  tlie  rest  of  the  people  bowed 
own  upon  their  knees  to  drink  water. 

7  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  By  the  three  hundred  men  that 
ipped  vdW  I  save  you,  and  deliver  the  Midianites  into  thine  hand: 
W  let  all  the  other  people  go  every  man  unto  his  place. 

8  So  the  people  took  victuals  in  their  hand,  and  their  trumpets: 
id  he  sent  all  me  rest  of  Israel  every  man  unto  his  tent,  and  retained 
ose  three  hundred  men:  and  the  host  of  Midian  was  beneath  him 
the  valley. 

9  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord  said  unto 
n,  Arise,  get  thee  down  unto  the  host ;  for  I  have  delivered  it  into 
ne  hand. 

10  But  if  thou  fear  to  go  down,  go  thou  with  Phurah  thy  servant 
wn  to  the  host : 

11  And  thou  shalt  hear  what  they  say;  and  afterward  shall  thine 
nds  be  strengthened  to  go  down  unto  the  host.  Then  went  he 
th  Phurah  his  servant  unto  the  outside  of  the  armed  men  that  were 
the  host. 

12  And  the  Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  all  the  children  of  the 
5t  lay  along  in  the  valley  like  grasshoppers  for  multitude;  and  their 
mels  xvere  w^ithout  number,  as  the  sana  oy  the  sea  side  for  multitude. 

13  And  when  Gideon  was  come,  l>eholcI,  tJiere  was  a  man  that  told 
Iream  unto  his  fellow,  and  said,  Behold,  I  dreamed  a  dream,  and, 

a  cake  of  barley  bread  tumbled  into  the  host  of  Midian,  and  came 
to  a  tent,  and  smote  it  that  it  fell,  and  overturned  it,  that  the  tent 
r  along. 

14  And  his  fellow  answered  and  said,  Tliis  is  nothing  else  save 
5  sword  of  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash,  a  man  of  Israel :  jor  into  liis 
nd  hath  God  delivered  Midian,  and  all  the  host. 

15  ^  And  it  was  5o,  when  Gideon  heard  the  telling  of  the  dream, 
d  the  interpretation  thereof,  that  he  worshipped,  and  returned 
o  the  host  of  Israel,  and  said,  Arise;  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
0  your  hand  the  host  of  IVIidian. 

16  And  he  divided  the  three  hundred  men  into  three  companies, 
i  he  put  a  trumpet  in  every  man's  hand,  with  empty  pitchers, 
i  lamps^  within  tne  pitchers. 

17  And  he  said  unto  them.  Look  on  me,  and  do  likewise;  and, 
lold,  when  I  come  to  the  outside  of  the  camp,  it  shall  be  thxit^  as 
o,  so  shall  ye  do. 

18  When  I  blow  with  a  trumpet,  I  and  all  that  are  with  me,  then 
m  ye  the  truinpets  also  on  every  side  of  all  the  camp,  and  say, 
\e  STVord  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon. 

19  ^  So  Gideon,  and  the  hundred  men  that  were  with  him,  came 

Tluoufhoiit  this  chax>ter  "lamps"  Is  changed  to  "torches"  In  the  Revised  Version. 
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unto  the  outside  of  the  camp  in  the  beginnii^  of  the  middle  watch; 
and  they  had  but  newly  set  the  watch:  and  they  blew  the  trumpets, 
and  brake  the  pitchers  that  were  in  their  hands. 

20  And  the  three  companies  blew  the  trumpets,  and  brake  the 
pitchers,  and  held  the  lamps  in  their  left  hanos,  and  the  trumpets 
in  their  right  hands,  to  blow  witJial:  and  they  cried.  The  sword  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  Gideon. 

21  And  they  stood  everj^  man  in  his  place  round  about  the  camp: 
and  all  the  host  ran,  and  cried,  and  fled. 

22  And  the  three  hundred  blew  the  trumpets,  and  the  Lord  set 
every  man's  sword  against  his  fellow,  even  tnroughout  all  the  host: 
and  the  host  fled  to  Beth-shittah  in  Zererath,  arm  to  the  border  of 
Abel-meholah,  unto  Tabbath. 

23  And  the  host  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together  out  of 
Naphtali,  and  out  of  Asher,  and  out  of  all  Manasseh,  and  pursued 
after  the  Midianites. 

24  Tf  And  Gideon  sent  messengers  throughout  all  mount  Ephraim, 
saying.  Come  down  against  the  Midianites,  and  take  before  tnem  the 
waters^  unto  Beth-barah  and  Jordan.  Then  all  the  men  of  Ephraim 
gathered  themselves  together,  and  took  the  waters  unto  Beth-barah 
and  Jordan. 

25  And  they  took  two  princes  of  the  Midianites,  Oreb  and  Zeeb% 
and  they  slew  Oreb  upon  the  rock  Oreb,  and  Zeeb  they  slew  at  th 
winepress  of  Zeeb,  and  pursued  Midian,  and  brought  the  heads  ol 
Oreb  and  Zeeb  to  Gideon  on  the  other  side  Jordan. 

Cliapter  8 

1  Gideon  parifeth  the  Ephraimiien.  4  Succoth  and  Penucl  refuse  to  relieve  Gideon* 8  army.  10  Zebah  and  Zui* 
munna  are  taken.  13  Succoth  and  Penuel  are  destroyetl.  18  Gideon  revengeth  his  brethren's  death  on  Zebah  and 
Zalmunna.  22  He  refuseth  government.  24  His  ejthixl  cause  of  idolatry.  28  Midian  subdued.  29  Gideok'i 
dlildren,  and  death.    33  The  Israelites'  idolatry  and  ingratitude. 

[|ND  the  men  of  Ephraim  said  unto  him,  Why  hast  thou  served 

us  thus,  that  thou  calledst  us  not,  when  thou  wentest  to  fight 

with  the  Midianites  ?     And  they  did  chide  with  him  sharply. 

2  And  he  said  unto  them.  What  have  I  done  now  in  comparison 
of  you?  Is  not  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes  of  Ephraim  better  than 
the  \4ntage  of  Abi-ezer?^ 

3  God  hath  delivered  into  your  hands  the  princes  of  ^lidian,  Oreb 
and  Zeeb :  and  what  was  I  able  to  do  in  comparison  of  you  ?  Then 
their  anger  was  abated  toward  him,  when  he  had  said  that. 

4  ^  And  Gideon  came  to  Jordan,  and  passed  over,  he,  and  the 
three  hundred  men  that  were  Anth  him,  faint,  yet  pursuing  them. 

5  And  he  said  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  Give,  I  pray  you,  loaves 

iThe  meaning  is  that  the  Ephraimites  were  to  **take'*  or  guard  the  fords,  so  that  no  MIdianlte  ootdd 
cross  in  flight.  >The  meaning  is  that  Ephraim  had  done  greater  things  than  Gideon's  people  in  capturing 
the  two  princes  of  Midian. 
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+ 

And  the  (hcelt  under  the  palm  free  of  Deborah  .  .  . 
and  the  children  of  Inrael  eame  up  to  her  for  judgment.** — 
Jud.,  4«  •^. 

NEIlllER  the  Babylonian  invasion  nor  that  of 
Moab  seems  to  have  weighed  upon  Israel  with 
lasting  oppression.  Prob;ibly  the  concjuerors  mere- 
ly exacted  an  annual  tribute  under  threat  of  repeating 
the  invasion.  But  after  Ehud*s  days  Israel  fell  again  into 
sin.  and  received  a  severer  chastisement.  A  Canaanite  king, 
one  dwelling  a]wa\'5  among  them,  secured  power  over  the 
land.  He  was  the  ruler  of  the  rebuilded  city  of  Ilazor,  the 
metropolis  of  northern  Palestine  which  Joshua  had  de- 
stroyed; and,  as  before  against  Joshua,  the  power  of 
llazor  lav  in  its  irresistible  '*cliariots  of  iron."  The 
tyrant,  aided  by  liLs  strong  and  savage  general   Sisera, 

held   the  northern  Israelites  harshlv  under  foot.     Their 

* 

weajKins  of  war  were  taken  away;  their  cities,  even  their 
villages,  were  destroyotl.  They  iKHanie  a  subje<'t  popu- 
lation toiling  for  the  (^anaanites. 

At  length  in  their  inisiTy  they  rt'nienilieretl  God;  and 
He  raisixl  up  among  tlieni  a  wisi*  prophetes.s.  l>eborah. 

For  nianv  vears  l)el)4>r«h    dwelt  nuii'tlv  in  the  lands  of 

•    •  I         • 

the  tribe  of  Epliraini.  in  central  I'aiestine,  not  far  from 
the  holv  shrine  at  Shiloh.  Bv  her  tnuler  heart  she  con- 
soled  the  Israelites  in  tlieir  affiir-tion.  Bv  her  shrewd 
wit  >lie  counselleil  and  guidetl  them.  They  felt  her  to  l>e 
<livinelv  inspired,  ami  oIh^v^hI  her  as  thcv  had  ol>eve<! 
Othiiiel  and  Ehud  in  their  days  of  power. 
She  was  "a  mother  in  Israel.'* 
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^'  bread  unto  the  people  that  follow  me;  for  they  be  faint,  and  I  am 
pursuing  after  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  kings  of  Midian. 

6  ^  i^d  the  princes  of  Succoth  said.  Are  the  hands  of  Zebah  and 
'Olmunna  now  in  thine  hand,  that  we  should  give  bread  unto  thine 
rmj? 

7  And  Gideon  said,  Therefore  when  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
^bah  and  Zalmunna  into  mine  hand,  then  I  will  tear  your  flesh 
rith  the  thorns  of  the  wilderness  and  with  briers. 

8  ^  And  he  went  up  thence  to  Penuel,  and  spake  unto  them  like- 
Tse:  and  the  men  of  Penuel  answered  him  as  the  men  of  Succoth 
ad  answered  him. 

9  And  he  spake  also  unto  the  men  of  Penuel,  saying.  When  I  come 
gain  in  peace,  I  will  break  down  this  tower. 

10  ^  Now  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  were  in  Karkor,  and  their  hosts 
nth  them,  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  all  that  were  left  of  all  the 
Losts  of  the  children  of  the  east :  for  there  fell  an  hundred  and  twenty 
housand  men  that  drew  sword. 

11  Tf  And  Gideon  went  up  by  the  way  of  them  that  dwelt  in  tents 
►n  the  east  of  Nobah  and  Jogbehah,  and  smote  the  host:  for  the  host 
^B3  secure. 

12  And  when  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  fled,  he  pursued  after  them, 
nd  took  the  two  kings  of  IVIidian,  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  and  dis- 
omfited  all  the  host. 

13  ^  And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  returned  from  battle  before  the 
m  was  up, 

^14  And  caught  a  young  man  of  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  inquired 
'  Iiim:  and  he  described  unto  him  the  princes  of  Succoth,  and  the 
ders  thereof,  even  threescore  and  seventeen  men. 

15  And  he- came  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  said,  Behold  Zebah 
^d  Zalmunna,  with  w^hom  ye  did  upbraid  me,  saying,  Are  the  hands 
f  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  now  in  tnine  hand,  that  we  should  give 
K^ad  unto  thy  men  that  are  weary  ? 

16  And  he  took  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  thorns  of  the  wilderness 
Jld  briers,  and  with  them  he  taught  the  men  of  Succoth. 

17  And  he  beat  down  the  tower  of  Penuel,  and  slew  the  men  of 
ie  city. 

18  ^Then  said  he  unto  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  What  manner  of 
^en  were  they  whom  ye  slew  at  Tabor?  And  they  answered.  As 
i^ou  art,  so  were  they ;  each  one  resembled  the  children  of  a  king. 

19  And  he  said.  They  were  my  brethren,  even  the  sons  of  my 
Mother:  a*  the  Lord  liveth,  if  ye  had  saved  them  alive,  I  would  not 
a.y  you. 

20  And  he  said  unto  Jether  his  firstborn.  Up,  and  slay  them.  But 
^«  youth  drew  not  his  sword:  for  he  feared,  because  he  wa^  yet  a 
^uth. 
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21  Then  Zebah  and  Zaimunna  said.  Rise  thou,  and  fall  upon 
for  as  the  man  2^,  so  is  his  strength.  And  Gideon  arose,  and  sl^w 
Zebah  and  Zaimunna,  and  took  away  the  ornaments  that  were  €3ii 
their  camels'  necks. 

22  ^  Then  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  Gideon,  Rule  thou  over 
us,  both  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  son's  son  also;  for  thou  hast 
delivered  us  from  the  hand  of  Alidian. 

23  And  Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  will  not  rule  over  you,  neither 
shall  my  son  rule  over  ^ou :  the  Lord  shall  rule  over  you. 

24  ^  And  Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  would  desire  a  request  of  you, 
that  ye  would  give  me  every  man  the  earrings  of  his  prey,  (For  they 
had  golden  earrings,  because  they  were  Ishmaelites.) 

25  And  they  answered.  We  will  willingly  give  them.  And  they 
spread  a  garment,  and  did  cast  therein  every  man  the  earrings  of 
his  prey. 

26  And  the  weight  of  the  golden  earrings  that  he  requested  was  a 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  shekels  of  gold;  beside  ornaments,  and 
collars,  and  purple  raiment  that  was  on  the  kings  of  Midian,  and 
beside  the  chains  that  were  about  their  camels'  necks. 

27  And  Gideon  made  an  ephod^  thereof,  and  put  it  in  his  city, 
even  in  Ophrah:  and  all  Israel  went  thither  a  whonng  after  it:  which 
thing  became  a  snare  unto  Gideon,  and  to  his  house. 

28  ^  Thus  was  Midian  subdued  before  the  children  of  Israel,  so 
that  they  lifted  up  their  heads  no  more.  And  the  country  was  in 
quietness  forty  years  in  the  days  of  Gideon. 

29  ^  And  Jerubbaal  the  son  of  Joash  went  and  dwelt  in  his  own 
house. 

30  And  Gideon  had  threescore  and  ten  sons  of  his  body  begotten: 
for  he  had  many  wives. 

31  And  his  concubine  that  icas  in  Shechem,  she  also  bare  him  a 
son,  whose  name  he  called  Abimelech. 

32  ^  And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  Joash  his  father,  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abi- 
ezrites. 

33  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Gideon  was  dead,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  turned  again,  and  went  a  whoring  after  Baalim,  and 
made  Baal-berith  their  god. 

34  And  the  children  of  Israel  remembered  not  the  Lord  their 
God,  who  had  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies 
on  every  side: 

35  Neither  shewed  they  kindness  to  the  house  of  Jerubbaal,  namely^ 
Gideon,  according  to  all  the  goodness  which  he  had  shewed  unto 
Israel. 


>The  ephod  usuaOy  means  a  garment  or  covering  worn  by  the  priests.    But  in  this  and  a  few  stmilar 
passages  it  seems  to  liave  been  a  covering  or  plating  of  metal  placed  upon  an  idol  or  w(»8hipped  as  an  idol. 
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**  Afid  when  he  hail  turned  in  unto  her  into  the  tent,  she 
coirred  him  with  a  mant/c."  —Jud.^  -},  IS. 

FOR  many  years  De)»orah  waited  and  prayed,  then 
suddenly  the  divine  inspinition  cuaie  to  her.  She 
sent  word  to  Barak,  a  cliief  of  the  northern  tribe 
of  Naphtali,  that  deliverance  was  at  hand.  At  her  sum- 
mons Barak  marched  .southward  with  ten  thousand  men 
of  Naphtali  and  Zebulun.  The  terrible  general  Sisera. 
being  warned  of  the  uprising,  gathered  a  tremendous 
army.  So  unefjiial  seeme<l  the  contest  that  the  otlier 
tribes  of  Israel  shrank  awav  from  Barak.  He  hunseJf 
was  afraid;  he  kept  his  men  high  up  amon^;  the  mountains 
iiwav  fnmi  the  iron  chariots.  When  I)elM)rah  bade  him 
go  down  to  attack  the  enemy,  he  refused  to  descend  unless 
she  accom[.>anied  him. 

Deborah  answered  scorufuliv.  Must  the  women  do 
everything  for  Israel  r  Yet  she  went  with  the  men;  and, 
inspired  by  her  presenct\  the  Israelites  met  Sisera  by  tlie 
bfMiks  of  the  Kishon  river  an<l  completely  destn)yed  his 
army.  The  elements  helfK^l  them.  iunW  pn»mise  helped 
them.  A  stonn  Wat  in  the  fact's  of  the  enemv:  the  river 
Kishon  ov«Tflowe<l  an<l  swept  them  away.  Sisera's  chariot 
was  miretl  with  the  rest,  and  deserting  it  he  fled  on  foot  to 
tlu*  InVhlands.  awav  from  the  roarintr  Kishon  and  the 
pursuing  Israelites.  A  woman,  .T:iel,  met  the  fugitive 
at  the  door  of  her  husbands  tent,  niid  otfereii  him  a   refuge. 


^ 
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chapter  9 

lAbimdedi  hy  emitpinai  vriOi  the  ShediemiU$,  and  murder  of  his  brethren,  is  made  king.  7  Jotham  by  a  portMf 
i^ittetk  tkem,  and  forkeUeth  their  ruin.  22  Goal  conspirclh  with  the  Sh€<:hemites  against  him.  30  Zebtd  reveaM 
^  H  Abimelech  overcometh  them,  and  soweth  the  city  with  suit.  46  He  bumeth  the  hold  of  the  god  Berith.  50  At 
^Vte  he  iff  dain  by  a  piece  of  a  miUstone.    56  Jotham's  curse  is  fulfiUed. 

ND  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbaal  went  to  Shechem  unto 
his  mother's  brethren,  and  communed  with  them,  and  with 
__^  all  the  family  of  the  house  of  his  mother's  father,  saying, 
2  Speak,  I  pray  you,  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem,  Wnether 
f  better  for  you,  either  that  all  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal,  which  are  three- 
core  and  ten  persons,  reign  over  you,  or  that  one  reign  over  you? 
emember  also  that  I  am  your  bone  and  your  flesh, 

5  And  his  mother's  brethren  spake  of  him  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men 
►f  Shechem  all  these  words:  and  their  hearts  inclined  to  follow 
Lbimelech;  for  they  said,  He  is  our  brother, 

4  And  they  gave  him  threescore  and  ten  pieces  of  silver  out  of  the 
lOuse  of  Baal-berith,  wherewith  Abimelech  hired  vain  and  light  per- 
lons,  which  followed  him, 

6  And  he  went  unto  his  father's  house  at  Ophrah,  and  slew  his 
>xethren  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal,  being  threescore  and  ten  persons, 
ipon  one  stone:  notwithstanding  yet  Jotham  the  youngest  son  of 
"^crubbaal  was  left;  for  he  hid  himself. 

6  And  all  the  men  of  Shechem  gathered  together,  and  all  the  house 
^f  Millo,  and  w^ent,  and  made  Abimelech  king,  by  the  plain  of  the 
^*llar  that  wa^  in  Shechem. 

7  Tf  And  when  they  told  it  to  Jotham,  he  went  and  stood  in  the  top 
f  mount  Gerizim,  and  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  cried,  and  said  unto 
iem.  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  men  of  Shechem,  that  God  may  hearken 
^to  you. 

8  The  trees  went  forth  07i  a  time  to  ancint  a  king  over  them;  and 
iey  said  unto  the  olive  tree.  Reign  thou  over  us. 

0  But  the  olive  tree  said  unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  fatness, 
Herewith  by  me  they  honour  God  and  man,  and  go  to  be  promoted 
^er  the  trees? 

10  And  the  trees  said  to  the  fiff  tree.  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us- 

11  But  the  fig  tree  said  unto  tliem.  Should  I  forsake  my  sweetness. 
txd  my  good  fruit,  and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees  ? 

12  Then  said  the  trees  unto  the  vine,  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us. 
IS  And  the  vine  said  unto  them.  Should  I  leave  my  wme,  which 

Ueereth  God  and  man,  and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees  ? 

14  Then  said  all  the  trees  unto  the  bramble.  Come  thou,  and  reign 
ver  us. 

^  15  And  the  bramble  said  unto  the  trees.  If  in  truth  ye  anoint  me 
^iig  over  you,  then  come  and  put  your  trust  in  my  shadow :  and  if  not, 
5*  fire  come  out  of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

16  Now  therefore,  if  ye  have  done  truly  and  sincerely,  in  that  ye 
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have  made  Abimelech  king,  and  if  ye  have  dealt  well  with  Jerubbaal 
and  his  house,  and  have  done  unto  him  according  to  the  deserving 
of  his  hands; 

17  (For  my  father  fought  for  vou,  and  adventured  his  Ufe  far,  and 
delivered  you  out  of  the  nand  of  Midian : 

18  And  ye  are  risen  up  against  my  father's  house  this  day,  and 
have  slain  Iiis  sons,  threescore  and  ten  persons,  upon  one  stone,  and 
have  made  Abimelech,  the  son  of  his  maidservant.  King  over  the  men 
of  Shechem,  because  he  i^  your  brother;) 

19  If  ye  then  have  dealt  truly  and  sincerely  with  Jerubbaal  and 
with  his  nouse  this  day,  tJien  rejoice  ye  in  Abimelech,  and  let  him  also 
rejoice  in  you: 

20  But  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  from  Abimelech,  and  devour  the 
men  of  Shechem,  and  the  house  of  Millo;  and  let  fire  come  out  from 
the  men  of  Shechem,  and  from  the  house  of  Millo,  and  devour  Abime- 
lech. 

21  And  Jotham  ran  away,  and  fled,  and  went  to  Beer,  and  dwelt 
there,  for  fear  of  Abimelech  his  brother. 

22  ^  When  Abimelech  had  reigned  three  years  over  Israel, 

23  Then  God  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abimelech  and  the  men 
of  Shechem;  and  the  men  of  Shechem  dealt  treacherously  with  Abime- 
lech : 

24  That  the  cruelty  done  to  the  threescore  and  ten  sons  of  Jerub- 
baal might  come,  and  their  blood  he  laid  upon  Abimelech  their 
brother,  which  slew  them ;  and  upon  the  men  of  Shechem,  which  aided 
him  in  the  killing  of  his  brethren. 

25  And  the  men  of  Shechem  set  Hers  in  wait  for  him  in  the  top  of 
the  mountains,  and  they  robl>ed  all  that  came  along  that  way  by  them: 
and  it  was  told  Abimelech. 

26  And  Gaal  the  son  of  El>ed  came  with  his  brethren,  and  went 
over  to  Shechem:  and  the  men  of  Shechem  put  their  confidence  in 
him. 

27  And  they  went  out  into  the  fields,  and  gathered  their  vineyards, 
and  trode  the  grapes^  and  made  merry,  and  went  into  the  house  of 
their  god,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  cursed  Abimelech. 

28  And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  said,  WTio  is  Abimelech,  and  who  is 
Shechem,  that  we  should  serve  him  ?  is  not  he  the  son  of  Jerubbaal  ? 
and  Zebul  his  officer  ?  serv^e  the  men  of  Hamor  the  father  of  Shechem : 
for  why  should  we  serve  him  ? 

29  And  would  to  God  this  people  were  under  rny  hand!  then  would 
I  remove  Abimelech.  And  he  said  to  Abimelech,  Increase  thine  army, 
and  come  out. 

30  t  And  when  Zebul  the  ruler  of  the  city  heard  the  words  of  Gaal 
the  son  of  Ebed,  his  anger  was  kindled. 

31  And  he  sent  messengers  unto  Abimelech  privily,  saying.  Be- 
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*'Come^  and  I  trill  xheic  thee  the  man  trhom  thou  seekest,** 

OUR  ci\'ilized  work!  Rnds  little  to  approve  id  the 
deed  of  Jael;  the  hospitality  of  the  home  is  sacred. 
But  in  those  savage  days  it  was  all-important  that 
this  able,  brutal  general  Sisera  should  lie  destroyed  before 
he  could  again  gather  power  to  afflict  the  land.  Jael 
seized  the  only  means  at  hand.  She  went  out  to  meet  the 
fleeing  chieftain:  she  promised  him  a  safe  hiding  place; 
she  gave  him  drink,  and  lulled  him  into  sleep.  Now 
Jael  was  not  even  an  Israelite,  though  of  a  nice  allied  to 
them,  and  it  was  her  husliand  who  had  warned  Sisera  of 
Israel's  uprising.     So  Sisera  slept  in  peace. 

'^I'heii  Jael  took  a  wooden  tent-pin  and  a  heavy  hammer, 
and  with  one  stn)ke  drove  the  pin  through  Sisera *s  head 
from  temple  to  temple  pinning  him  to  the  ground.  *'So 
he  dietl."  Summoning  the  pursuing  Israelites,  Jael 
brought  Barak  himself  to  the  door  of  her  tent  lo  see  what 
she  had  done.  His  triumph  would  luive  been  incomplete 
without  her  deetl.  To  Israel,  of  course,  the  destrover 
seen»p<l  a  heroine.  **  Blessed  alx)ve  women  shall  Jael 
the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite  l>e;  blessed  shall  she  be  above 
women  in  the  tent." 
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lid,  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  and  his  brethren  be  come  to  Shechem; 
id,  behold,  they  fortify  the  city  against  thee. 

82  Now  therefore  up  by  night,  thou  and  the  people  that  is  with 
ee,  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  field : 

33  And  it  shall  be,  that  in  the  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  is  up, 
ou  shalt  rise  early,  and  set  upon  the  city:  and,  behold,  when  he  and 
e  people  that  is  with  him  come  out  against  thee,  then  mayest  thou 
)  to  them  as  thou  shalt  find  occasion. 

34  %  And  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with 
m,  by  night,  and  they  laid  wait  against  Shechem  in  four  companies. 

35  And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  went  out,  and  stood  in  the  entering 
the  gate  of  the  city:  and  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  the  people  that 
re  \iith  him,  from  lying  in  wait. 

36  And  when  Gaal  saw  the  people,  he  said  to  Zebul,  Behold,  there 
3ie  people  down  from  the  top  of  the  mountains.  And  Zebul  said 
to  him.  Thou  seest  the  shadow  of  the  mountains  as  if  they  were 
n. 

J7  And  Gaal  spake  again  and  said.  See  there  come  people  down 

the  middle  of  the  land,  and  another  company  come  along  by  the 

in  of  Meonenim. 

J8  Then  said  Zebul  unto  him,  Where  is  now  thy  mouth,  where\Ndth 

m  saidst.  Who  is  Abimelech,  that  we  should  serve  him  ?  is  not  this 

?  people  that  thou  hast  despised  ?  go  out,  I  pray  now,  and  fight  wdth 

^m. 

59  And  Gaal  went  out  before  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  fought  with 

dmelech. 

40  And  Abimelech  chased  him,  and  he  fled  before  him,  and  many 

re  overthrown  and  wounded,  even  unto  the  entering  of  the  gate. 

11  And  Abimelech  dwelt  at  Aruinah:  and  Zebul  thrust  out  Gaal 

d  his  brethren,  that  they  should  not  dwell  in  Shechem. 

42  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  people  went  out 

o  the  field;  and  they  told  Abimelech. 

13  And  he  took  the  people,  and  divided  them  into  three  companies, 
d  laid  wait  in  the  field,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  the  people  were 
ne  forth  out  of  the  city;  and  he  rose  up  against  them,  and  smote 
^m. 

14  And  Abimelech,  and  the  company  that  was  ^vith  him,  rushed 
ward,  and  stood  in  the  entering  or  the  gate  of  the  city:  and  the  two 
er  companies  ran  upon  all  the  people  that  were  in  the  fields,  and 
w  them. 

15  And  Abimelech  fought  against  the  citv  all  that  day;  and  he  took 
;  city,  and  slew  the  people  that  was  therein,  and  beat  down  the  city, 
i  sowed  it  with  salt. 

46  ^  And  when  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem  heard  thatf 
jy  entered  into  an  hold  of  the  house  of  the  god  Berith. 
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47  And  it  was  told  Abimelech,  that  all  the  men  of  the  tower 
Shechem  were  gathered  together. 

48  And  Abimeleeh  gat  him  up  to  mount  Zalmon,  he  and  all 
people  that  were  with  him;  and  Abimeleeh  took  an  axe  in  his  ha 
and  cut  down  a  bough  from  the  trees,  and  took  it,  and  laid  it  on 
shoulder,  and  said  unto  the  people  that  were  \i4th  him.  What  ye  h 
seen  me  do,  make  haste,  and  do  as  I  Jiave  done, 

49  And  all  the  people  likewise  cut  down  every  man  his  bough, ; 
followed  Abimeleeh,  and  put  them  to  the  hold,  and  set  the  hold 
fire  upon  them;  so  that  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem  died  a 
about  a  thousand  men  and  women. 

50  ^\  Then  went  Abimeleeh  to  Thebez,  and  encamped  aga 
Thebez,  and  took  it. 

51  But  there  was  a  strong  tower  within  the  city,  and  thither  flee 
the  men  and  women,  and  all  they  of  the  city,  and  shut  it  to  them, 
gat  them  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower. 

52  And  Abimeleeh  came  unto  the  tower,  and  fought  against  it, 
went  hard  unto  the  door  of  the  tower  to  burn  it  with  fire. 

53  And  a  certain  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  millstone  upon  Abimele 
head,  and  all  to  brake  his  skull. 

54  Then  he  called  hastily  unto  the  young  man  his  armourbea 
and  said  unto  him.  Draw  tny  sword,  and  slay  me,  that  men  say 
of  me,  A  woman  slew  him.  And  his  young  man  thrust  him  throi 
and  he  died. 

55  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  Abimeleeh  was  dead,  1 
departed  every  man  unto  his  place. 

56  %  Thus  God  rendered  the  wickedness  of  Abimeleeh,  whid 
did  unto  his  father,  in  slaying  his  seventy  brethren: 

57  And  all  the  evil  of  the  men  of  Shechem  did  God  render  u 
their  heads:  and  upon  them  came  the  curse  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Ja 
baal. 

Chapter  10 

1  Tola  judgeth  Israel  in  Shamir.     3  J  air,  rrhose  thirty  ^m*  had  thirty  cities.     6  7^«  PhUittine*  and  Afnm 
oppress  Israel.     10  In  their  misery  God  sendeih  them  to  their  false  gods.     15  Upon  their  repentance  he  pitidk 

STD  after  Abimeleeh  there  arose  to  defend  Israel  Tola  the 
of  Puah,  the  son  of  Dodo,  a  man  of  Issachar;  and  he  d^ 
in  Shamir  in  mount  Ephraim. 

2  And  he  judged  Israel  twenty  and  three  years,  and  died,  and 
buried  in  Shamir. 

3  ^^  And  after  him  arose  Jair,  a  Gileadite,  and  judged  Israel  tw< 
and  two  years. 

4  And  he  had  thirty  sons  that  rode  on  thirty  ass  colts,  and  I 
had  thirty  cities,  which  are  called  Havoth-jair  unto  this  day,  wl 
are  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 

5  And  Jair  died,  and  was  buried  in  Camon. 
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**  JiraAv,  awake  y  Deborah:  awake,  awake,  utter  a  song** — 
J  lid.,  o,  12. 

DEBORAH  is  the  most  prominent  woman  to  figure 
in  the  Old  Testament.  She  was  Israel's  one 
female  "judge."  The  honor  of  being  a  chief 
prophetess  she  shares  with  Miriam,  Moses*  sister;  but 
^liriam's  prophecies  are  unrecorded,  and  she  was  dis- 
obedient to  God,  while  Deborah  was  ever  faithful  and 
devoted  to  her  people. 

VerA'  high  among  the  poetic  passages  of  the  Bible  ranks 
the  "song"  with  which  she  proclaimed  her  joy  at  the  great 

nctorv  of  Barak.     For  twentv  vears  had  she,  the  "mother 

•  •  • 

in  Israel,"  watched  in  silence,  enduring  at  heart  every 
pang  inflicted  on  every  one  of  all  the  downtrodden.  Now 
the  t\Tant  was  overthrown.  With  Sisera  and  his  army 
gone,  Barak  attacked  and  ea.sily  destroyed  tlie  king  of 
Ilazor.  Then  he  joined  with  Deborah,  and  doubtless  all 
the  people  joined  also,  in  her  chant  of  triumph. 

The  song  is  full  of  the  power  of  God,  of  praise  of  the 
river  Kishon,  "that  ancient  river"  which  had  swept  away 
the  eneniv.  The  verses  taunt  the  timorous  tribes  of  Israel 
w  hich  had  faile<i  to  join  with  Barak.  The  i)eople's  former 
misery  is  descril>ed;  and  the  poem  closes  in  savage,  barbaric 
exultation  over  the  mother  of  Siseni,  waiting  for  her  son, 
watching  in  vain  at  her  window  lattice. 
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6  ^And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the 
Xx>RD,  and  served  Baalim,  and  Ashtaroth,  and  the  gods  of  Svria, 
And  the  gods  of  Zidon,  and  the  gods  of  Moab,  and  the  ^ods  of  the 
<?hildren  of  Ammon,  and  the  gods  of  the  Philistines,  and  forsook  the 
Lord,  and  served  not  him. 

7  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel,  and  he  sold 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  and  into  the  hands  of  the 
children  of  Ammon. 

8  And  that  year  they  vexed  and  oppressed  the  children  of  Israel: 
eighteen  years,  all  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  on  the  other 
side  Jordan  in  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  which  is  in  Gilead. 

9  Moreover  the  children  of  Ammon  passed  over  Jordan  to  fight 
also  against  Judah,  and  against  Benjamin,  and  against  the  house  of 
Ephraim;  so  that  Israel  was  sore  distressed. 

10  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  saying, 
We  have  sinned  against  thee,  both  because  we  have  forsaken  our 
Ood,  and  also  served  Baalim. 

11  And  the  Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Did  not  /  deliver 
yon  from  the  Egyptians,  and  from  the  Amorites,  from  the  children 
of  Ammon,  and  from  the  Philistines  ? 

12  The  Zidonians  also,  and  the  Amalekites,  and  the  Maonites  did 
oppress  you;  and  ye  cried  to  me,  and  I  delivered  you  out  of  their  hand. 

13  Yet  ye  have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods:  wherefore 
I  will  deliver  you  no  more. 

14  Go  and  cry  unto  the  gods  which  ye  have  chosen;  let  them  deliver 
you  in  the  time  of  your  tribulation. 

^  15  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel  said  unto  the  Lord,  We  have 
^Xnned:  do  thou  unto  us  whatsoever  seemeth  good  unto  thee;  deliver 
^s  only,  we  pray  thee  this  day. 

16  And  tney  put  away  the  strange  gods  from  among  them,  and 
^^rved  the  Lord:  and  his  soul  was  meved  for  the  miserv  of  Israel. 

17  Then  the  children  of  Ammon  were  gathered  together,  and 
^^camped  in  Gilead.  And  the  children  of  Israel  assembled  them- 
^^Ives  together,  and  encamped  in  Mizpeh. 

18  And  the  people  and  princes  of  Gilead  said  one  to  another, 
VVhat  man  is  he  that  will  begin  to  fight  against  the  children  of  Am- 

^^on  ?  he  shall  be  head  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead. 

Cijapter  U 

J  The  covenant  between  Jephthah  and  the  Gilcadites  that  he  should  hr  their  head.  12  The  treaty  of  peace  betioeen 
^I'm  and  the  Ammonites  is  in  vain.  29  Jephthah's  vow.  32  Jlis  conquest  of  the  Ammonitts.  34  lie  inrformeth 
-^iM  vow  on  hie  daughter. 


<*   ^^ 


OW  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour,  and 
he  vxis  the  son  of  an  harlot:  and  Gilead  begat  Jephthah. 
2  And  Gilead's  wife  bare  him  sons:  and  his  wife's  sons 
grew  up,  and  they  thrust  out  Jephthah,  and  said  unto  him,  Thou 
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shall  not  inherit  in  our  father's  house;  for  thou  art  the  son  of  .a  strang'^^ 
woman. 

3  Then  Jephthah  fled  from  his  brethren,  and  dwelt  in  the  lanc^^ 
of  Tob :  and  tnere  were  gathered  vain  men  to  Jephthah,  and  went  ou^^ 
with  him. 

4  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  in  process  of  time,  that  the  children  o^^ 
Ammon  made  war  against  Israel. 

5  And  it  was  so,  that  when  the  children  of  Ammon  made  war  ^ 
against  Israel,  the  elders  of  Gilead  went  to  fetch  Jephthah  out  of  the  " 
land  of  Tob: 

6  And  they  said  unto  Jephthah,  Come,  and  be  our  captain,  that 
we  may  fight  with  the  children  of  Ammon. 

7  And  Jephthah  said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  Did  not  ye  hate 
me,  and  expel  me  out  of  my  father's  house  .^  and  why  are  ye  come 
unto  me  now  when  ye  are  in  distress  ? 

8  And  the  elders  of  Gilead  said  unto  Jephthah,  Therefore  we 
turn  again  to  thee  now,  that  thou  mayest  go  wdth  us,  and  fight  against 
the  children  of  Ammon,  and  be  our  head  over  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Gilead. 

9  And  Jephthah  said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  If  ye  bring  me 
home  again  to  fight  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the  Lord 
deliver  them  l^efore  me,  shall  I  be  your  head  ? 

10  And  the  elders  of  Gilead  said  unto  Jephthah,  The  Lord  be 
witness  l^etween  us,  if  we  do  not  so  according  to  thy  words. 

11  Then  Jephthah  went  with  the  elders  of  Gilead,  and  the  people 
made  him  head  and  captain  over  them:  and  Jephthah  uttered  all 
his  words  before  the  Lord  in  ^lizpeh. 

12  ^  And  Jephthah  sent  messengers  unto  the  king  of  the  children 
of  Ammon,  saying.  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  me,  that  thou  art  come 
against  me  to  fight  in  my  land  ? 

13  And  the  King  of  the  children  of  Ammon  answered  unto  the 
messengers  of  Jephthah,  Because  Israel  took  away  my  land,  when 
they  came  up  out  of  Egj^pt,  from  Arnon  even  unto  Jabbok,  and  unta 
Jordan:  now  therefore  restore  those  lands  again  peaceably. 

14  And  Jephthah  sent  messengers  again  unto  the  king  of  the 
children  of  Ammon : 

15  And  said  unto  him.  Thus  saitli  Jephthah,  Israel  took  not  away 
the  land  of  Moab,  nor  the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon: 

16  But  when  Israel  came  up  from  Eg>'pt,  and  walked  through  the 
wilderness  unto  the  Red  sea,  and  came  to  Kadesh; 

17  Then  Israel  sent  messengers  unto  the  king  of  Edom,  saying. 
Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  pass  through  thy  land:  but  the  king  of  Edom 
would  not  liearken  thereto.  And  in  like  manner  they  sent  unto  the 
king  of  Moab:  but  he  would  not  consent:  and  Israel  aoode  in  Kadesh» 

18  Then  they  went  along  through  the  wilderness,  and  compassed 
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*Wn(l  thcij  came  as  (frasjthnppers  for  mtiliitudr;  for  boik 
fhrif  atnl  their  cameh  were  without  numUr:  ami  theij  entered 
ititn  the  land  to  destroy  it." — Jud.,  '>.  'f. 

A1*TER  Delwniirs  day  then*  ciuiie  a  new  affliction 
upon  Israel.  The  i\"anderinjj  desert  tribes  of 
Midian.  marauders,  phinderers  with  no  definite 
plans  of  conquest,  had  !>econu'  so  numerous  that  the}' 
c>vcTHt)wc<l  all  (filead  and  central  Palestine.  The  moun- 
tain districts  of  the  north  and  south  pn))>ahly  suffered  little 
from  then  I.  But  the  fertile  repon  east  of  Jordan,  the  lands 
of  Koiihen  and  ]Manass<'h.  as  also  the  western  plains 
pfopl«>d  h\  Ephraim  and  the  other  central  tribes,  were  laid 
w.iste  year  after  year.  A-^  each  harvest  time  approached, 
tlic  Midianites  came  northward,  crt>ssed  suddenlv  over 
the  Jordan  in  hu^c  numlxTs,  slew  all  wlio  op{KVspd  them, 
soIzchI  on  all  the  ^^rain.  destn»yed  what  they  could  not 
cjirrv.  .set  the  villai^*s  afire,  and  returnetl  heavilv  laden 
tu  their  tieserts. 

For  seven  years  this  was  re|>eateti.  "And  the  hand 
tif  Midian  prevailcHl  airainst  Israel:  and  l>ecause  of  the 
Midianites  the  children  <if  Israel  made  them  the  dens 
which  are  in  the  m<nintain>,  and  caves,  and  stroiijt;  holds,'* 
hiding  places  for  themselves  and  their  provisioiLs. 
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e  land  of  Edom,  and  the  land  of  M cab,  and  came  by  the  east  side 
the  land  of  Moab,  and  pitched  on  the  other  side  of  Arnon,  but 
me  not  within  the  border  of  Moab:  for  Arnon  was  the  border  of 
oab. 

19  And  Israel  sent  messengers  unto  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites, 
B  king  of  Heshbon;  and  Israel  said  unto  him,  Let  us  pass,  we  pray 
ee,  through  thy  land  into  my  place. 

20  But  bihon  trusted  not  Israel  to  pass  through  his  coast:  but 
ion  gathered  all  his  people  together,  and  pitched  in  Jahaz,  and 
ight  against  Israel. 

21  Ana  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  delivered  Sihon  and  all  his  people 
o  the  hand  of  Israel,  and  they  smote  them:  so  Israel  possessed  all 
5  land  of  the  Amorites,  the  inhabitants  of  that  country. 

22  And  they  possessed  all  the  coasts  of  the  Amorites,  from  Arnon 
en  unto  Jabbok,  and  from  the  wilderness  even  unto  Jordan. 

23  So  now  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  hath  dispossessed  the  Amorites 
»m  before  his  people  Israel,  and  shouldest  thou  possess  it  ? 

24  Wilt  not  thou  possess  that  which  Chemosh  thy  god  giveth  thee 
possess  ?  So  whomsoever  the  Lord  our  God  shall  drive  out  from 
ore  us,  them  will  we  possess. 

55  And  now  art  thou  any  thing  better  than  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor, 
^  of  Moab  ?  did  he  ever  strive  against  Israel,  or  did  he  ever  nght 
iinst  them, 

56  While  Israel  dwelt  in  Heshbon  and  her  towns,  and  in  Aroer 
i  her  towns,  and  in  all  the  cities  that  be  along  l)y  the  coasts  of 
iion,  three  hundred  years  ?  why  therefore  did  ye  not  recover  them 
bin  that  time  ? 

57  Wherefore  I  have  not  sinned  against  thee,  but  thou  doest  me 
3ng  to  war  against  me:  the  Lord  the  Judge  be  judge  this  day 
ween  the  children  of  Israel  and  the  children  of  Ammon. 

J8  Howbeit  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon  hearkened  not 

to  the  words  of  Jephthah  which  he  sent  him. 

59  Tf  Then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jephthah,  and  he 

jsed  over  Gilead,  and  Manasseh,  and  passed  over  Mizpeh  of  Gilead, 

i  from  Mizpeh  of  Gilead  he  passed  over  unto  the  children  of  Ammon. 

JO  And  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  said.  If  thou 

lit  without  fail  deliver  the  children  of  Ammon  into  mine  hands, 

Jl  Then  it  shall  be,  that  whatsoever  cometh  forth  of  the  doors  of 

r  house  to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in  peace  from  the  children  of 

arnon,  shall  surely  be  the  Lord's,  and  I  will  offer  it  up  for  a  biu-nt 

ering. 

52  iSo  Jephthah  passed  over  unto  the  children  of  Ammon  to 

ht  against  tnem;  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  his  hands. 

5S  And  he  smote  them  from  Aroer,  even  till  thou  come  to  Minnith, 

m,  twenty  cities,  and  unto  the  plain  of  the  vineyards,  with  a  very 
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great  slaughter.  Thus  the  children  of  Ammon  were  subdued  befor€ 
the  children  of  Israel. 

34  ^  And  Jephthah  came  to  ]VIizpeh  unto  his  house,  and,  behold 
his  daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  \^dth  timbrels  and  with  dances 
and  she  wa^  his  only  child;  beside  her  he  had  neither  son  no: 
daughter. 

35  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  her,  that  he  rent  his  clothes 
and  said,  Alas,  my  daughter!  thou  hast  brought  me  very  low,  am 
thou  art  one  of  them  that  trouble  me:  for  I  have  opened  my  moutl 
unto  the  Lord,  and  I  cannot  go  back, 

36  And  she  said  unto  him.  My  father,  if  thou  hast  opened  th 
mouth  unto  the  Lord,  do  to  me  according  to  that  which  hath  pre 
ceeded  out  of  thy  mouth;  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath  taken  vei 
geance  for  thee  or  thine  enemies,  ei^en  of  the  children  of  Ammon. 

37  And  she  said  unto  her  father.  Let  this  thing  be  done  for  m< 
let  me  alone  two  months,  that  I  may  go  up  and  down  upon  the  moui 
tains,  and  bewail  my  wginity,  I  and  my  lellows. 

38  And  he  said.  Go.  And  he  sent  her  away /or  two  months:  an 
she  went  with  her  companions,  and  bewailed  ner  virginity  upon  tl 
mountains. 

39  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  two  months,  that  she  retiumc 
unto  her  father,  who  did  ^dth  her  according  to  his  vow  which  he  ha 
vowed:  and  she  knew  no  man.     And  it  was  a  custom  in  Israel, 

40  Tliat  the  daughters  of  Israel  went  yearly  to  lament^  the  daughb 
of  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  four  days  in  a  year. 

Chapter  12 

1  The  Ephraimites,  gwnrellina  wilh  Jephthah,  and  discerned  by  Shibboleth,  are  slain  bv  the  OQeodUm,  7  J€i 
thah  dieth.  8  Ibzan,  who  had  thirty  sons  and  thirty  daughters,  11  and  Elon,  13  and  Abdon,  vaho  had  fortjf  m 
and  thirty  nephews,  judged  Israel. 

ST>  the  men  of  Ephraim  gathered  themselves  together,  an 
went  northward,  and  said  unto  Jephthah,  Wherefore  passed 
thou  over  to  fight  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  did 
not  call  us  to  go  with  thee  ?  we  will  burn  thine  house  upon  thee  with  fin 

2  And  Jepnthah  said  unto  them,  I  and  my  people  were  at  gre4 
strife  with  the  children  of  Ammon ;  and  when  I  called  you,  ye  delivere 
me  not  out  of  their  hands. 

3  And  when  I  saw  that  ye  delivered  me  not,  I  put  my  life  in  na 
hands,  and  passed  over  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  tl 
Lord  delivered  them  into  my  hand:  wherefore  then  are  ye  come  u 
unto  me  this  day,  to  fight  against  me  ? 

4  Then  Jephthah  gathered  together  all  the  men  of  Gilead,  an 
fought  with  Ephraim:  and  the  men  of  Gilead  smote  Ephraim,  \m 

iThis  woid  ••lament"  mav  be  translated  ••celebrate"  or  "recount.**  But  it  is  better  to  foUow  t 
mndent  Yerefons  and  translate  **  lament.**  The  story  is  ^nerully  accepted  to  mean  that  Jephthah  put  1 
daui^hter  to  death.  And  this  must  be  the  sense  rather  than  that  ne  only  cdmpelled  her  to  take  a  vow  of  p 
petual  maidenhood. 
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^*And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  kim^  and  said 
unto  him^  The  Lord  is  with  ikee^  thou  mighty  man  rf 
valour.^* — Jud.^  6,  12. 

GIDEON  is  usually  looked  on  as  tlie  greatest  of 
Israers  '^judges/'  It  was  he  who  delivered  the 
land  from  the  hordes  of  the  Midianites.  He 
was  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  which  dwelt  m-est  of 
the  Jordan  in  the  same  central  valley  where  Barak  had 
overthrown  Slsera.  Here  (iideon  was  one  day  threshing 
out  his  father's  wheat,  doing  it  in  a  seiTet  place  lest  the 
wandering  Midianites  should  discover  and  seize  it  To 
him  tliere  suddenly  appeared  an  angel,  sent  to  bring  him 
the  divine  command  tliat  he  should  rescue  Israel. 

Gideon  was  amazed  and  troubled.  Ills  familv  was 
poor  and  few  in  number,  and  he  himself  was  unnoted. 
Moreover,  as  he  frankly  told  the  angel,  it  seemed  as  if 
God  had  wholly  deserted  Israel  to  slaughter  and  star\*a 
tion.  Gideon  offered  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  worship  to 
the  Ix)rd.  and  asked  for  a  sign  that  this  was  indeed  the 
Lord's  messenger  who  spake  with  him.  So  the  angel* 
having  bade  him  set  his  sacrificial  offerings  on  a  rock, 
touched  them  with  a  staff.  Immefliatelv  thev  flamed 
upward  in  fire.  Then  the  angel  disappeared,  leanng 
Gideon  in  fear  of  death.  But  the  Lord  Himself  spoke  to 
the  startled  young  man  and  promised  him  support 
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*y  said,  Ye  Gileadites  are  fugitives  of  Ephraim  among  the 
ites,  and  among  the  Manassites. 

the  Gileadites  took  the  passages  of  Jordan  before  the 
ites:  and  it  was  to,  that  when  those  Ephraimites  which  w^ere 
Mud,  Let  me  go  over;  that  the  men  of  Gilead  said  unto  him, 
an  Ephraimite  ?     If  he  said  Nay; 

a  said  they  unto  him,  Say  now  bhibboleth:  and  he  said  Sib- 
)r  he  could  not  frame  to  pronounce  it  right.     Then  they  took 

slew  him  at  the  passages  of  Jordan:  and  there  fell  at  that 
le  Ephraimites  forty  and  two  thousand. 

Jepnthah  judged  Israel  six  years.     Then  died  Jpphthah 
tdite,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Gilead. 
id  after  him  Ibzan  of  Beth-lehem  judged  Israel. 

he  had  thirty  sons,  and  thirty  daughters,  whom  he  sent 
ind  took  in  thirty  daughters  from  abroad  for  his  sons.  And 
d  Israel  seven  years. 

en  died  Ibzan,  and  was  buried  at  Beth-lehem. 
Lnd  after  him  Elon,  a  Zebulonite,  judged  Israel;  and  he 
jrael  ten  years. 

d  Elon  the  Zebulonite  died,  and  was  buried  in  Aijalon  in 
:ry  of  Zebulun. 
Old  after  him  Abdon  the  son  of  Hillel,  a  Pirathonite,  judged 

d  he  had  forty  sons  and  thirty  nephews,*  that  rode  on  three- 
l  ten  ass  colts:  and  he  judgecl  Israel  eight  years, 
d  Abdon  the  son  of  Hillel  the  Pirathonite  died,  and  was 
Firathon  in  the  land  of  Ephraim,  in  the  mount  of  the  Amalek- 

Cijapter  13 

Oke  hand  of  the  Philistines.  2  An  nngcl  appcareih  to  Manoah^a  wife.  8  The  angd  appeareth  to 
Manoah*8  sacrifice,  whereby  the  angel  is  discovered.     24  Samson  is  bom. 

D  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the 
jORd;  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  the 
^hilistines  forty  years. 

id  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Zorah,  of  the  family  of  the 
whose  name  was  Manoah;  and  his  wife  wa^s  barren,  and 

the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  the  w^oman,  and  said 
,  Behold  now,  thou  art  barren,  and  bearest  not:  but  thou 
ceive,  and  bear  a  son. 

^  therefore  beware,  I  pray  thee,  and  drink  not  wine  nor 
ink,  and  eat  not  any  unclean  thing: 

lo,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  a  son;  and  no  razor  shall 
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come  on  his  head :  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite  unto  God  from 
the  womb ;  and  he  shall  begin  to  deliver  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines. 

6  ^  Then  the  woman  came  and  told  her  husband,  saying,  A  max 
of  God  came  unto  me,  and  his  countenance  wa^  Uke  the  countenana 
of  an  angel  of  God,  very  terrible:  but  I  asked  him  not  whence  h 
wa^,  neither  told  he  me  his  name. 

7  But  he  said  unto  me.  Behold,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  i 
son;  and  now  drink  no  wine  nor  strong  drink,  neither  eat  any  uncleai 
thing:  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite  to  God  from  the  womb  to  th< 
day  of  his  death. 

8  ^  Then  Manoah  intreated  the  Lord,  and  said,  O  my  Lord,  le 
the  man  of  God  which  thou  didst  send  come  again  unto  us,  and  teacl 
us  what  we  shall  do  unto  the  child  that  shall  be  born. 

9  And  God  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Manoah;  and  the  angel  c 
God  came  again  unto  the  woman  as  she  sat  in  the  field:  but  Manoa] 
her  husband  was  not  with  her. 

10  And  the  woman  made  haste,  and  ran,  and  shewed  her  husband 
and  said  unto  him.  Behold,  the  man  hath  appeared  unto  me,  tha 
came  unto  me  the  otiier  day. 

11  And  Manoah  arose,  and  went  after  his  wife,  and  came  to  th 
man,  and  said  unto  him.  Art  thou  the  man  that  spakest  unto  th 
woman  ?     And  he  said,  I  am. 

12  And  Manoah  said.  Now  let  thy  words  come  to  pass.  Ho^ 
shall  we  order  the  child,  and  how  shall  we  do  unto  him? ^ 

13  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  Of  all  that 
said  unto  the  woman  let  her  beware. 

14  She  may  not  eat  of  any  thing  that  cometh  of  the  vine,  neithi 
let  her  drink  vnne  or  strong  driuK,  nor  eat  any  unclean  thing:  a 
that  I  commanded  her  let  her  observe. 

15  ^  And  Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  I  prj 
thee,  let  us  detain  thee,  until  we  shall  have  made  ready  a  kid  fi 
thee. 

16  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  Though  the 
detain  me,  I  will  not  eat  of  thy  bread:  and  if  thou  wilt  offer  a  bun 
offering,  thou  must  offer  it  unto  the  Lord.  For  Manoah  knew  n« 
that  he  wa^  an  angel  of  the  Lord. 

17  And  Manoan  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  What  is  i\ 
name,  that  when  thy  sayings  come  to  pass  we  may  do  th< 
honour  ? 

18  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Why  askest  the 
thus  after  my  name,  seeing  it  is  secret  ?* 

19  So  Manoah  took  a  kid  with  a  meat  offering,  and  offered  it  upc 

»The  Revised  Version  altera  the  last  dause  to  •'and  what  shall  be  his  work?"     »The  Revised  Vera 
chanires  "secret"  to  "wonderful." 
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**H€  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow^  and  thruH  the  fleece 
together^  and  tcringed  the  dew  out  of  the  fleece,  a  bowl  full 
ofwaier.'*—Jud.,  6, 38. 

SO  FAR  had  Israel  forgotten  God  in  Gideon's  day, 
that  the  young  hero's  first  efforts  at  rescuing  the  land 
were  directed  not  against  the  Midianites,  but  against 
the  people  of  his  own  city  of  Ophrah.  The  chief  altar 
in  Ophrah  was  dedicated  not  to  the  Lord  but  to  Baal; 
and  Gideon's  father  was  its  keeper.  So  Gideon  took  ten 
faithful  ser\'ants  of  his  own  and,  in  the  night,  overthrew 
Baal's  altar.  In  its  place  he  erected  one  to  God.  Next 
morning  the  people  of  the  city  would  have  slain  him; 
but  his  father  pointed  out  that  Baal  had  not  even  pro- 
tected himself.  Hence  the  people  rather  lost  faith  in 
Baal.  Gideon  became  a  man  of  note  in  the  land  and 
was  called  Jerubbaal,  the  enemy  of  Baal. 

Then  he  summoneil  the  people  to  join  him  against  Mid- 
ian.  When  however  they  responded  in  eager  thousands, 
his  earlier  doubts  returned  to  him ;  he  did  not  want  to  lead 
all  of  these  men  to  death.  So  he  entreated  God  for  an- 
other sign.  He  left  a  sheep's  fleece  on  the  ground  all 
night,  asking  first  that  it  sliould  be  wet  while  all  the  earth 
around  was  dry.  The  next  niglit  he  asked  that  this  be 
reversed.  Both  nights  God  did  as  Gideon  had  prayed. 
Hence  full  faith  returned  to  the  anxious  leader. 
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X)ck  unto  the  Lord:  and  the  angel  did  wondrously;  and  Manoah 
d  his  wife  looked  on. 

iO  For  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  flame  went  up  toward  heaven 
•m  off  the  altar,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ascended  in  the  flame 
the  altar.  And  Manoah  and  his  wife  looked  on  ity  and  fell  on 
^ir  faces  to  the  ground. 

Bl  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  did  no  more  appear  to  Manoah  and 
his  wife.     Then  IVIanoah  knew  that  he  ivas  an  angel  of  the  Lord. 
82  And  Manoah  said  unto  his  wife,  We  shall  surely  die,  because 
have  seen  God. 

23  But  his  wife  said  unto  him.  If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us, 
would  not  have  received  a  burnt  offering  and  a  meat  oftering  at 

r  hands,  neither  would  he  have  shewed  us  all  these  things^  nor 
>uld  as  at  tliis  time  have  told  us  such  things  as  these. 

24  %  And  the  woman  bare  a  son,  and  called  his  name  Samson:  and 
*  child  grew,  and  the  Lord  blessed  him. 

15  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  began  to  move  him  at  times  in  the 
Enp  of  Dan  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol. 

Cfiapter  14 

MUOfi  desirdh  a  vrife  of  the  Philistines.  5  In  his  joximey  he  killrth  n  lion.  S  In  a  second  journey  he  findeth 
tff  in  (he  carcase.  10  Samson's  marriaqe  feast.  12  His  riddle  by  his  wife  is  made  knoxrn.  19  He  spoileth 
V  l^m^nes.    20  His  wife  is  married  to  another. 

iD  Samson  went  down  to  Timnath,  and  saw  a  woman  in 
Timnath  of  the  daup^hters  of  the  Philistines. 

2  And  he  came  up  and  told  his  father  and  his  mother,  and 

d,  I  have  seen  a  woman  in  Timnath  of  the  daughters  of  the  Phil- 
nes:  now  therefore  get  her  for  me  to  wife. 

I  Then  his  father  and  his  mother  said  unto  him,  7^  there  never  a 
man  among  the  daughters  of  thy  brethren,  or  among  all  my  people, 
t  thou  goest  to  take  a  wife  of  the  uncircumcised  Philistines? 
d  Samson  said  unto  his  father,  Get  her  for  me;  for  she  j)leaseth 

well. 

k  But  his  father  and  his  mother  knew  not  that  it  was  of  the  Lord, 
it  he  sought  an  occasion  against  the  Philistines:  for  at  that  time 
J  Philistines  had  dominion  over  Israel. 

>  %  Then  went  Samson  down,  and  his  father  and  his  mother,  to 
[nnath,  and  came  to  the  vineyards  of  Timnath:  and,  behold,  a 
ing  lion  roared  against  him. 

i  And  the  Spirit  of  the  I^ord  came  mightily  upon  him,  and  he  rent 
Q  as  he  would  have  rent  a  kid,  and  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand: 
t  he  told  not  his  father  or  his  mother  what  he  had  done. 
r  And  he  went  down,  and  talked  with  the  woman;  and  she  pleased 
mson  well. 
)  ^  And  after  a  time  he  returned  to  take  her,  and  he  turned  aside 
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to  see  the  carcase  of  the  lion:  and,  behold,  there  was  a  swarm  of  beea 
and  honey  in  the  carcase  of  the  lion. 

9  And  he  took  thereof  in  his  hands,  and  went  on  eating,  and 
came  to  his  father  and  mother,  and  he  gave  them,  and  they  did  eat 
but  he  told  not  them  that  he  had  taken  the  honey  out  of  the  carcase 
of  the  lion. 

10  ^  So  his  father  went  down  unto  the  woman:  and  Samson  mad< 
there  a  feast;  for  so  used  the  young  men  to  do. 

11  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  saw  him,  that  they  brough 
thirty  companions  to  be  with  him. 

12  ^  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  I  will  now  put  forth  a  riddl< 
unto  you:  if  ye  can  certainly  declare  it  me  within  the  seven  days  o 
the  feast,  and  find  it  out,  then  I  will  give  you  thirty  sheets  and  tnirt] 
change  of  garments: 

13  But  if  ve  cannot  declare  it  me,  then  shall  ye  give  me  thirl] 
sheets  and  thirty  change  of  garments.  And  they  said  unto  him 
Put  forth  thy  riddle,  that  we  may  hear  it. 

14  And  he  said  unto  them.  Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  am 
out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness.  And  they  could  not  in  thre 
days  expound  the  riddle. 

15  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  they  said  unb 
Samson's  wife.  Entice  thy  husband,  that  he  may  declare  unto  us  th< 
riddle,  lest  we  burn  thee  and  thy  father's  house  with  fire:  have  y< 
called  us  to  take  that  we  have  ?^  is  it  not  so? 

16  And  Samson's  wife  wept  before  him,  and  said.  Thou  dost  bu 
hate  me,  and  lovest  me  not:  thou  hast  put  forth  a  riddle  unto  tin 
children  of  my  people,  and  hast  not  told  it  me.  And  he  said  unt^ 
her.  Behold,  I  have  not  told  it  my  father  nor  my  mother,  and  shal 
I  tell  it  thee  ? 

17  And  she  wept  before  him  the  seven  days,  while  their  feas 
lasted:  and  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  he  told  her,  be 
cause  she  lay  sore  upon  him:'  and  she  told  the  riddle  to  the  childrei 
of  her  people. 

18  And  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  him  on  the  seventh  day  befon 
the  sun  went  down.  What  is  sweeter  than  honey  ?  and  what  is  stronge: 
than  a  lion  ?  And  he  said  unto  them.  If  ye  had  not  plowed  with  mj 
heifer,  ye  had  not  found  out  my  riddle. 

19  ^  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and  he  wen 
down  to  Ashkelon,  and  slew  thirty  men  of  them,  and  took  their  spoil 
and  gave  change  of  garments  unto  them  which  expounded  the  riadle 
And  his  anger  was  kindled,  and  he  went  up  to  his  father's  house. 

20  But  Samson's  wife  was  given  to  his  companion,  whom  he  hai 
used  as  his  friend. 


iThe  meaning  ts,  hsTe  you  Inyfted  us.  tout  ooontiymen.  here,  to  enrich  this  stimncer.    sTbe  B«Tln 
Venlon  says  "because  she  pressed  him  sore."^ 
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**And  the  number  of  them  that  lapped,  putting  their  hand 
to  their  mouthy  were  three  hundred  men.** — Jud.,  7,  6, 

GOD  was  by  now  so  nearly  forgotten  throughout 
>  Israel  that  He  knew  that*  if  the  people  defeated 
Midian,  they  would  credit  the  victor}-  to  their  own 
might,  not  to  His.  Therefore  He  told  Gideon  that  his  army 
was  too  numerous.  Gideon  proclaimed  that  all  the  men  who 
were  afraid  should  return  to  their  homes.  Somewhat  to 
his  dismay  over  two-thirds  of  them  took  advantage  of  this 
permissbn.  Yet  there  still  remained  ten  thousand  reso- 
lute men.     God  declared  these  also  were  too  many. 

Meanwhile,  the  hordes  of  Midian,  outnumbering  the 
Israelites  |)erha|)8  a  dozen  times,  had  come  up  against 
them  and  lay  in  wait  for  them  in  the  valley.  God  bade 
Gideon  let  his  men  go  down  to  drink  at  a  pool  which  is  still 
called  "the  fountain  of  Gideon."  There  the  leader  was 
to  watch  which  men  threw  themselves  recklessly  down  to 
drink  from  the  stream,  and  which  were  watchful  against 
the  enemy,  keeping  their  heads  uplifted  and  raising  the 
water  in  their  hands.  •  Of  all  the  ten  thousand  men  only 
three  hundred  thus  proved  themselves  war}'.  So  Gideon 
separated  these  from  the  rest,  and  Ciod  bade  him  send  the 
others  off  to  a  distance.  By  these  three  hundred  alone 
should  Israel  be  rescued. 


iii-^i 


JUDGES  ZV — SAMSON  AND  THE  PHILISTINES  46S 


Cti^tet:  15 


iJwwMi  it  denied  his  wife.  3  He  biimeth  the  Philistines'  com  with  foxes  and  ftrehrands.  6  His  wife  and  her 
12^  ore  bunU  bu  the  Philistines.  7  Samson  smiteth  them  hip  and  thigh.  9  He  is  Ixmnd  by  the  men  of  Judah, 
f'^juiivered  to  the  Philistines.  14  He  kiUeth  them  with  a  jawbone.  18  God  maketh  the  fountain  En-hakkore 
t^hminLdii. 


t^-J, 


-i-xa 


|UT  it  came  to  pass  within  a  while  after,  in  the  time  of  wheat 
harvest,  that  Samson  visited  liis  wife  witli  a  kid ;  and  he  said, 
I  will  go  in  to  my  wife  into  the  chamber.     But  her  father 
^ouJd  not  suffer  him  to  go  in. 

*  And  her  father  said,  I  verily  thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly 
^ted  her :  therefore  I  gave  her  to  thy  companion :  is  not  her  younger 
^'^r  fairer  than  she  ?  take  her,  I  pray  thee,  instead  of  her. 
^  ^  Aqd  Samson  said  concerning  them.  Now  shall  I  be  more 
Wam^ess  than  the  Philistines,  though  I  do  them  a  displeasure. 
4  -And  Samson  went  and  caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  took 
•^brands,  and  turned  tail  to  tail,  and  put  a  firebrand  in  the  midst 
't^^en  two  tails. 

5  -And  when  he  had  set  the  brands  on  fire,  he  let  them  go  into  the 
i^^ing  corn  of  the  Philistines,  and  burnt  up  both  the  shocks,  and 
50  "tlie  standing  corn,  with  the  vineyards  ana  olives. 

6  ^  Then  the  Philistines  said.  Who  hath  done  this  ?  And  they 
^^^^^red,  Samson,  the  son-in-law  of  the  Timnite,  because  he  had 
k^'*:x  his  wife,  and  given  her  to  his  companion.  And  the  Philistines 
ua^  up,  and  burnt  ner  and  her  father  with  fire. 

J  ^  And  Samson  said  unto  them.  Though  ye  have  done  this,  yet 
^  I  be  avenged  of  you,  and  after  that  I  will  cease. 

*    And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh  with  a  great  slaughter:  and 
he  Went  down  and  dwelt  in  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam. 

ft  ^Then  the  Philistines  went  up,  and  pitched  in  Judah,  and 
*^P^ad  themselves  in  Lehi. 

10  And  the  men  of  Judah  said.  Why  are  ye  come  up  against  us  ? 
^^d  they  answered.  To  bind  Samson  are  we  come  up,  to  do  to  him  as 
^^  hath  done  to  us. 

^  U  Then  three  thousand  men  of  Judah  went  to  the  top  of  the  rock 
*«tam,  and  said  to  Samson,  Knowest  thou  not  that  the  Philistines 
^^«  rulers  over  us  ?  what  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  unto  us  ?  And 
*^^  said  unto  them.  As  they  did  unto  me,  so  have  I  done  unto  them. 

12  And  they  said  unto  him.  We  are  come  down  to  bind  thee,  that  w^e 
^^y  deliver  thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  And  Samson  said 
*^to  them.  Swear  unto  me,  that  ye  will  not  fall  upon  me  yourselves. 
.  Is  And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying.  No;  but  we  will  bind  thee 
^t,  and  deliver  thee  into  their  hand :  but  surely  we  will  not  kill  thee, 
J^d  they  bound  him  with  two  new  cords,  and  brought  him  up  from 
*^^  rock. 

^  14  Tf  And  when  he  came  unto  Lehi,  the  Philistines  shouted  against 
^tn:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him.  and  the 
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cords  that  were  upon  his  arms  became  as  flax  that  was  burnt  with  fire, 
and  his  bands  loosed  from  off  his  hands. 

15  And  he  found  a  new  jawbone  of  an  ass,  and  put  forth  his  hand 
and  took  it,  and  slew  a  thousand  men  therewith. 

16  And  Samson  said,  With  the  jawbone  of  an  ass,  heaps  upo 
heaps,  with  the  jaw  of  an  ass  have  I  slain  a  thousand  men/ 

17  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking 
that  he  cast  away  the  jawbone  out  of  his  hand,  and  called  that  pi 
Ramath-lehi.' 

18  And  he  was  sore  athirst,  and  called  on  the  Lord,  and  said^- 
Thou  hast  given  this  great  deliverance  into  the  hand  of  thy  servant! 
and  now  shall  I  die  for  thirst,  and  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  uncircum — 
cised? 

19  But  God  clave  an  hollow  place  that  was  in  the  jaw,  and  the 
came  water  thereout ;  and  when  he  had  drunk,  his  spirit  came  agai 
and  he  revived:  wherefore  he  called  the  name  thereof  En-hakkore, 
which  is  in  Lehi  unto  this  day. 

20  And  he  judged  Israel  in  the  days  of  the  Philistines  twenty  yean 

Ctiapter  16 

1  Samson  at  Gnzn  esrnpeth,  and  rnrrietk  away  the  gates  of  the  city.  4  Delilah,  corrupted  by  the  PhUUtines.  ^^, 
Samson.  6  Thrice  »tie  is  dereivfd.  15  At  last  Mc  overcoineih  him.  21  The  Philistines  tote  him,  ana  put 
his  eyes.     22  His  strength  renewing,  he  pulleth  down  the  house  upon  the  Philistines,  and  dieth. 

HEX  went  Samson  to  Gaza,  and  saw  there  an  harlot,  ani 
went  in  unto  her. 

2  Afid  it  was  told  the  Gazites,  saving,  Samson  is 

hither.     And  they  compassed  him  in,  and  laid  wait  for  him  all  nigl 
in  the  gate  of  the  citv,  and  were  quiet  all  the  night,  saying.  In 
morning,  when  it  is  day,  we  shall  kill  him. 

3  And  Samson  lay  till  midnight,  and  arose  at  midnight,  and 
the  doors  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  the  two  posts,  and  went  awi 
wdth  them,  bar  and  all,  and  put  them  upon  his  shoulders,  and  carri^ 
them  up  to  the  top  of  an  hill  that  is  before  Hebron. 

4  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  he  loved  a  woman  in 
valley  of  Sorek,  whose  name  icas  Delilah. 

5  And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  said  unl 
her.  Entice  him,  and  see  wherein  his  great  strength  lieth,  and  biii^^y 
what  means  we  may  prevail  against  him,  that  we  may  bind  him  •^t^ 
afflict  him:  and  we  will  give  thee  every  one  of  us  eleven  hundre^^^ 
pieces  of  silver. 

6  ^  And  Delilah  said  to  Samson,  Tell  me,  I  pray,  thee,  wherein  t\M^^^^7 
great  strength  lieth,  and  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound  to  affli^  -^ 
tnee. 

7  And  Samson  said  unto  her.  If  they  bind  me  with  seven  gre^^° 

iSamson's  speech  is  given  as  a  poetic  chant  in  the  Revised  Version.    >RaiiuUli-leliI  means  **lifll  of  ^^^ 
Jawbone";  '£n-hakkore  means  "  the  spring  of  him  that  cried  out." 
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**And  they  cried.  The  sword  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon,^* 
^-Jud.^  7,  20. 

GIDEON  with  his  three  hundred  chosen  followers 
was  bidden  by  God  to  make  a  night  attack  upon 
the  vast  horde  of  Midianites.  First,  however,  he 
went  with  a  single  follower  to  spy  ii{)on  them  in  the  dark- 
ness. He  overheard  one  of  the  invaders  telling  his  com- 
rades of  a  dream  which  foreshadowed  Midian*s  destruc- 
tion. Thus  encouraged,  Gideon  marshalled  his  men. 
They  were  not  to  fight.  In  three  equal  bands  they  sur- 
roundecl  the  Midianite  encampment.  Each  man  had  a 
trum|>et  ami  also  a  flaming  light  hidden  in  a  pitcher.  At 
a  signal  from  Gidetm*  each  man  broke  his  pitcher  and  let 
the  light  shine  forth:  and  as  he  did  so  he  blew  upon  his 
trum}>et,  and  then  cried  out  with  all  his  strength,  **The 
sword  of  the  Lnrd  and  of  Gideon !" 

The  startled  foes  were  thus  aroused  from  sleep  amid 
tremend<i!is  ilaiuor.  In  their  confusion  thev  attacked  one 
another,  fighting  des|>erately.  The  huge  host  destroyed 
itself.  Ill  it*i  flight  it  was  pursued  by  the  Israelites,  who 
patliered  from  every  (juarter,  eager  for  revenge. 
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ths  that  were  never  dried,  then  shall  I  be  weak,  and  be  as  another 
in. 

8  Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  brought  uj)  to  her  seven  green 
ths  which  had  not  been  dried,  and  she  bound  him  with  them. 

9  Now  th^re  were  men  lying  in  wait,  abiding  with  her  in  the  chamber. 
id  she  said  unto  him.  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.     And 

brake  the  withs,  as  a  thread  of  tow  is  broken  when  it  toucheth 
5  fire.     So  his  strength  was  not  known. 

10  And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Behold,*  thou  hast  mocked 
S  and  told  me  lies :  now  tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wherewith  thou  might- 
:  be  bound. 

11  And  he  said  unto  her,  If  thev  bind  me  fast  with  new  ropes  that 
ver  were  occupied,  then  shall  I  be  weak,  and  be  as  another  man. 

12  DeUlah  therefore  took  new  ropes,  and  bound  him  therewith, 
d  said  unto  him,  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And 
?/»  were  liers  in  wait  abiding  in  the  chamii)er.  And  he  brake  them 
>m  oflf  his  arms  like  a  thread. 

13  And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Hitherto  thou  hast  mocked  me, 
d  told  me  lies:  tell  me  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound.  And  he 
i-d  unto  her.  If  thou  weavest  the  seven  locks  of  my  head  with  the  web. 

14  And  she  fastened  it  with  the  pin,  and  said  unto  him.  The 
dlistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,. 
d  went  awav  with  the  pin  of  the  beam,  and  with  the  web.  ^ 

15  Tf  And  she  said  unto  him,  How  canst  thou  say,  I  love  thee,  when 
ine  heart  is  not  with  me  ?  thou  hast  mocked  me  these  three  times, 
id  hast  not  told  me  wherein  thy  great  strength  lieth. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  pressed  him  daily  with  her 
>rds,  and  urged  him,  so  that  his  soul  was  vexed  unto  death; 

17  That  he  told  her  all  his  heart,  and  said  unto  her.  There  hath  not 
►me  a  razor  upon  mine  head;  for  I  have  been  a  Nazarite  unto  God 
3m  my  mother's  womb:  if  I  be  shaven,  then  my  strength  will  go 
am  me,  and  I  shall  become  weak,  and  be  like  any  other  man. 

18  And  when  Delilah  saw  that  he  had  told  her  all  his  heart,  she 
rt  and  called  for  the  lords  of  the  Philistines,  saying,  (^ome  up  this 
ee,  for  he  hath  shewed  me  all  his  heart.  Then  the  lords  of  the 
ilistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  brought  money  in  their  hand. 

19  And  she  made  him  sleep  upon  her  knees;  and  she  called  for  a 
.B,  and  she  caused  him  to  shave  off  the  seven  locks  of  his  head; 
i  she  began  to  afflict  him,  and  his  strength  went  from  him. 

to  And  she  said,  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.     And 
awoke  out  of  his  sleep,  and  said,  I  will  go  out  as  at  other    times 
tore,  and  shake  myself.     And  he  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was 
parted  from  him. 

>The  idea  of  this  pMsace  is  that  she  had  woven  the  locks  of  his  hair  in  with  the  threads  of  a  web  of  cloth 
n  ber  loom.  At  Samson  rises  his  strength  breaks  the  heavy  loom,  and  he  carries  off  part  of  it  still  tangled 
Us  hair. 


466  JUDGES  XVI — bamson's  death 

21  %  But  the  Philistines  took  him,  and  put  out  his  eyes;  and  broug 
him  down  to  Gaza,  and  bound  him  with  fetters  of  brass;  and  he  a 
grind  in  the  prison  house. 

22  Howbeit  the  hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again  after  he  w 
shaven. 

23  Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  them  together  I 
to  oflfer  a  OTeat  sacrifice  unto  Dagon  their  god,  and  to  rejoice:  1 
they  said,  Our  god  hath  deUvered  Samson  our  enemy  into  our  hau 

24  And  when  the  people  saw  him,  they  praised  their  god :  for  th 
said.  Our  god  hath  delivered  into  our  hands  our  enemy,  and  t 
destroyer  of  our  country,  which  slew  many  of  us. 

25  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  their  hearts  were  merry,  that  th 
said,  Call  for  Samson,  tnat  he  may  make  us  sport.  And  they  called  i 
Samson  out  of  the  prison  house;  and  he  made  them  sport:  and  th 
set  him  between  the  pillars. 

26  And  Samson  said  unto  the  lad  that  held  him  by  the  hai 
Suffer  me  that  I  may  feel  the  pillars  whereupon  the  house  stande 
that  I  may  lean  upon  them. 

27  Now  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women;  and  all  the  loi 
of  the  Philistines  were  there,  and  there  were  upon  the  roof  about  thi 
thousand  men  and  women,  that  beheld  while  Samson  made  sport. 

28  And  Samson  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  O  Lord  Gk 
remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen  me,  I  pray  thee,  only  t] 
once,  O  God,  that  I  may  be  at  once  avenged  oi  the  Philistines  i 
my  two  eyes. 

29  Ana  Samson  took  hold  of  the  two  middle  pillars  upon  whi 
the  house  stood,  and  on  which  it  was  borne  up,  of  the  one  with  1 
right  hand,  and  of  the  other  with  his  left. 

30  And  Samson  said.  Let  me  die  with  the  Philistines.     And 
bowed  himself  with  all  his  might;  and  the  house  fell  upon  the  \ot\ 
and  upon  all  the  people  that  ivere  therein.     So  the  dead  which 
slew  at  his  death  were  more  than  they  which  he  slew  in  his  life. 

31  Then  his  brethren  and  all  the  house  of  his  father  came  do^ 
and  took  him,  and  brought  him  up,  and  buried  him  between  Zor 
and  Eshtaol  in  the  buryingplace  of  Manoah  his  father.  And  he  judg 
Israel  twenty  years. 

Chapter  X  7 

1  01  the  money  that  Micah  fird  dole,  then  restored,  his  mother  makeih  images,  5  and  he  ornaments  for  ikem.     ' 
Jiireth  a  Levile  to  be  his  priest. 

ND  there  was  a  man  of  mount  Ephraim,  whose  name  n 
Micah.  * 
2  And  he  said  unto  his  mother.  The  eleven  hundred  shek 
of  silver  that  were  taken  from  thee,  about  which  thou  cursedst,  a 

>The  stories  of  the  foDowing  chapters  are  not  chronologically  placed;  for  they  appear  to  hare  ooca 
.soon  after  the  days  of  Joshua. 
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*\4.nd  he  said  unto  the  men  ofSuecofh^  Oive^  I  pray  ycm, 
loavcJt  of  bread  unto  the  people  that  follow  me.*' — Jud.^  5,  5, 

GIDEON  was  resolved  that  the  Midiamtes  should 
be  so  punished  that  never  again  would  they  ven- 
ture  to  invade  Israel.  Therefore  he  pursued 
Kf  them  rigorously  with  his  chosen  three  hundred,  always 
"^  slaying,  slaying.  He  sent  word  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim 
to  guard  the  fords  of  the  Jordan;  and  they  did  so  and  made 
a  great  slaughter  of  the  Midianites  there.  Of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  invaders  only  fifteen  thousand 
escaped  across  the  Jordan.     Gideon  followed  them. 

Yet  the  new  leader  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter, 
even  from  his  own  people.  The  men  of  Ephraim  came 
near  to  attacking  him  because  he  had  not  left  the  leader- 
ship with  them,  the  wardens  of  the  sanctuary,  Israel's 
chief  tribe.  When  he  had  crossed  Jordan  with  his  wearied 
band,  he  could  get  no  food  for  them.  He  appealed  to 
one  dty  after  another  there,  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Gad, 
begging  not  for  men  but  only  for  bread.  Such  was  the 
people's  fear  of  the  Midianites  that  they  refused  him. 
They  jeered  at  the  thought  of  his  exhausted  three  hundred 
attacking  the  still  numerous  thousands  of  the  foe.  Only 
Gideon's  courage  and  high  faith  in  God  carried  him  and 
his  devoted  band  onward  in  their  pursuit. 
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pakest  of  also  in  mine  ears,  behold,  the  silver  u  with  me;  I  took  it 
Jid  his  mother  said.  Blessed  be  tlwu  of  the  Lord,  mv  son. 
8  And  when  he  had  restored  the  eleven  hundred  shekels  of  silver 
►  his  mother,  his  mother  said,  I  had  wholly  dedicated  the  silver  unto 
le  Lord  from  my  hand  for  my  son,  to  make  a  graven  image  and  a 
.olten  image:  now  therefore  I  will  restore  it  unto  thee. 

4  Yet  he  restored  the  money  unto  his  mother;  and  his  mother 
ok  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  gave  them  to  the  founder, 
lio  made  thereof  a  graven  image  and  a  molten  image :  and  they  were 
the  house  of  Mican. 

5  And  the  man  Micah  had  an  house  of  gods,  and  made  an  ephod, 
id  teraphim,  and  consecrated  one  of  his  sons,  who  became  his 
iest. 

6  In  those  davs  there  was  no  king  in  Israel;  hut  every  man  did 
of  which  was  nght  in  his  own  eyes. 

7  T[  And  there  was  a  young  man  out  of  Beth-lehem-judah  of  the 
mily  of  Judah,  who  was  a  Levite,  and  he  sojourned  there. 

8  And  the  man  departed  out  of  the  city  from  Beth-lehem-judah 
sojourn  where  he  could  find  a  place:  and  he  came  to  mount 

phraim  to  the  house  of  Micah,  as  he  journeyed. 

9  And  Micah  said  unto  him.  Whence  comest  thou  ?  And  he  said 
ito  him,  I  am  a  Levite  of  Beth-lehem-judah,  and  I  go  to  sojourn 
lere  I  may  find  a  place. 

10  And  Micah  said  unto  him.  Dwell  with  me,  and  be  unto  me  a 
her  and  a  priest,  and  I  will  give  thee  ten  sliekels  of  silver  by  the 
ir,  and  a  suit  of  apparel,  and  thy  victuals.     So  the  Levite  went 

11  And  the  Levite  was  content  to  dwell  with  the  man;  and  the 
Lmg  man  was  unto  him  as  one  of  his  sons. 

12  And  Micah  consecrated  the  Levite;  and  the  young  man  became 
\  priest,  and  was  in  the  house  of  Micah. 

18  Then  said  Micah,  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  will  do  me  good, 
nng'I  have  a  Levite  to  my  priest. 

Chapter  18 

It  DanUea  tend  five  men  to  aeek  out  nn  inheritance.  3  At  the  house  of  Micah  they  eonstdt  with  Jonathan,  and 
modwraQed  in  their  way.  7  They  search  Laish,  and  bring  hark  news  of  good  ho^.  11  Six  hundred  men 
tml  io  twrpriae  U.  1 4  /n  the  way  they  rob  Micah  of  his  priest  and  his  consecrated  things.  27  They  win  Laish, 
eaU  it  Daaii.    30  They  set  up  idolatry ,  wherein  Jonathan  inherited  the  priesthood. 


fj  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  and  in  those  days 
the  tribe  of  the  Danites  sought  them  an  inheritance  to  dwell 
in;  for  unto  that  day  all  their  inheritance  had  not  fallen  unto 
im  among  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

2  And  the  children  of  Dan  sent  of  their  family  five  men  from  their 
ists,  men  of  valour,  from  Zorah,  and  from  Eshtaol,  to  spy  out  the 
id,  and  to  search  it;  and  they  said  unto  them,  Go,  search  the  land: 
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who  when  they  came  to  mount  Ephraim»  to  the  house  of  Micah,  th^ 
lodged  there, 

3  When  they  were  by  the  house  of  Micah,  they  knew  the  voice  of 
the  young  man  the  Le vite :  and  they  turned  in  thither,  and  said  unto 
him.    Who  brought  thee  hither  ?  and  what  makest  thou  in  this  place? 
and  what  hast  thou  here  ? 

4  And  he  said  unto  them.  Thus  and  thus  dealeth  Micah  with  me, 
and  hath  hired  me,  and  I  am  his  priest. 

5  And  they  said  unto  him.  Ask  counsel,  we  pray  thee,  of  God,  that 
we  may  know  whether  our  way  which  we  go  shall  be  prosperous. 

6  And  the  priest  said  unto  them.  Go  in  peace:  before  the  Lord 
is  your  way  wherein  ye  go. 

7  ^  Then  the  five  men  departed,  and  came  to  Laish,  and  saw  the 
people  that  were  therein,  how  they  dwelt  careless,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Zidonians,  quiet  and  secure;  and  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the 
land,  that  might  put  them  to  shame  in  any  thing;  and  they  were  far 
from  the  Zidonians,  and  had  no  business  with  any  man. 

8  And  they  came  unto  their  brethren  to  Zorah  and  Eshtaol:  and 
their  brethren  said  unto  them,  \Vhat  say  ye? 

9  And  they  said,  Arise,  that  we  may  go  up  against  them:  for  we 
have  seen  the  land,  and,  behold,  it  is  very  good:  and  are  ye  still?  be 
not  slothful  to  go,  and  to  enter  to  possess  the  land. 

10  When  ye  go,  ye  shall  come  unto  a  people  secure,  and  to  a  large 
land:  for  God  hath  given  it  into  your  hand!s;  a  place  where  iliere  is 
no  want  of  any  thing  that  is  in  the  earth. 

11  Tl  And  there  went  from  thence  of  the  family  of  the  Danites, 
out  of  2k)rah  and  out  of  Eshtaol,  six  hundred  men  appointed  with    ' 
weapons  of  war. 

12  And  they  went  up,  and  pitched  in  Kirjath-jearim,  in  Judah: 
wherefore  they  called  that  place  Mahaneh-dan  unto  this  day:  beholdr 
it  is  behind  Kirjath-jearim. 

13  And  they  passed  thence  unto  mount  Ephraim,  and  came  unto 
the  house  of  ^licah. 

14  If  Then  answered  the  five  men  that  went  to  spy  out  the  country 
of  Laish,  and  said  unto  their  brethren.  Do  ye  know  that  there  is  '^^ 
these  houses  an  ephod,  and  teraphim,  and  a  graven  image,  and 
molten  image  ?  now  therefore  consider  what  ye  have  to  do. 

15  And  they  turned  thitherward,  and  came  to  the  house  of  th^ 
oung  man  the  Levite,  even  unto  the  house  of  Micah,  and  saluted!? 
im. 

16  And  the  six  hundred  men  appointed  with  their  weapons  of  war,- 
which  were  of  the  children  of  Dan,  stood  by  the  entering  of  the  gate* 

17  And  the  five  men  that  went  to  spy  out  the  land  went  up,  and  came 
in  thither,  and  took  the  graven  image,  and  the  ephod,  and  the  tera* 
phim,  and  the  molten  image:  and  the  priest  stood  in  the  entering  ot 
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FROM  THE  BIBUCAL  SERIES  BY  GUSTAVE  IX>b£. 


"And  he  beat  down  the  tower  of  Penuel^  and  dew  the 
men  of  the  city,** — Jud.,  8,  1 7. 

AT  LENGTH  Gideon  and  his  three  hundred  caught 
up  with  the  Midianites,  again  surprising  them  when 
they  deemed  themsel\'es  safe  beyond  pursuit 
The  enemy  were  utterly  scattered;  their  king  was  cap- 
tured, and  slain  by  Gideon's  own  hand.  Then  the  victor 
returned  in  triumph.  But  his  work  was  not  yet  finished. 
He  had  vowed  vengeance  against  the  two  chief  cities  of 
the  Gadites,  Succoth  and  Penuel,  for  refusing  him  assist- 
ance. The  elders  of  Succoth  he  seized  and  whipped  with 
brambles.  Penuel  he  attacked  with  force,  slew  the  men 
who  opposed  him,  and  destroyed  the  great  watch  tower, 
the  special  strength  and  pride  of  the  city. 

After  that  no  man  in  Israel  ventured  to  oppose  Gideon. 
He  "judged"  the  land  for  forty  years.  The  people  would 
have  made  him  and  his  descendants  kings  o\'er  them, 
but  Gideon  had  not  forgotten  to  Whom  his  success  was 
due,  and  lie  answered  his  flatterers  sternly  *'I  will  not 
rule  over  you,  neither  shall  my  son  rule  over  you:  the  Lord 
shall   rule  over  vou." 
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the  gate  with  the  six  hundred  men  tJiat  were  appointed  with  weapons 
of  war. 

18  And  these  went  into  Micah's  house,  and  fetched  the  carved 
image,  the  ephod,  and  the  teraphira,  and  the  molten  image.  Then 
said  the  priest  unto  them.  What  do  ye  ? 

19  And  they  said  unto  him,  Hold  thy  peace,  lay  thine  hand  upon 
thy  mouth,  and  go  with  us,  and  be  to  us  a  father  and  a  priest:  is  it 
'tetter  for  thee  to  l)e  a  priest  unto  the  house  of  one  man,  or  that  thou 
'>e  a  priest  unto  a  tribe  and  a  family  in  Israel  ? 

20  And  the  priest's  heart  was  glad,  and  he  took  the  ephod,  and  the 
eraphim,  and  the  graven  image,  and  went  in  the  midst  of  the  people. 

21  So  they  turned  and  departed,  and  put  the  little  ones  and  the 
^ttle  and  the  carriage  before  them. 

22  ^  And  when  they  were  a  good  way  from  the  house  of  Micah, 
tie  men  that  were  in  the  houses  near  to  Alicah's  house  were  gathered 
!^gether,  and  overtook  the  children  of  Dan. 

23  And  they  cried  unto  the  children  of  Dan.  And  they  turned 
beir  faces,  and  said  unto  Micah,  What  aileth  thee,  that  thou  comest 
^th  such  a  company  ? 

24  And  he  said,  Ife  have  taken  away  my  gods  which  I  made,  and 
he  priest,  and  ye  are  gone  away :  and  what  have  I  more  ?  and  what 
"*  this  that  ye  say  unto  me.  What  aileth  thee  ? 

25  And  the  children  of  Dan  said  unto  him.  Let  not  thy  voice  be 
^eard  among  us,  lest  angry  fellows  run  upon  thee,  and  thou  lose  thy 
^ife,  \nth  the  lives  of  thy  household. 

26  And  the  children  of  Dan  went  their  way:  and  when  INIicah  saw 
that  they  ivere  too  strong  for  him,  he  turned  and  went  back  unto  his 
blouse. 

27  And  they  took  the  things  which  Micah  had  made,  and  flie 
finest  which  he  had,  and  came  unto  Laish,  unto  a  people  that  were 
^t  quiet  and  secure:  and  they  smote  them  with  the  ecige  of  the  sword, 
^Tyd  burnt  the  city  with  fire. 

28  And  there  was  no  deliverer,  because  it  was  far  from  Zidon,  and 
t^^y  had  no  business  with  any  man;  and  it  was  in  the  valley  that 

ii  by  Beth-rehob.     And  they  built  a  city,  and  dwelt  therein. 

29  And  they  called  the  name  of  the  city  Dan,  after  the  name  of 
an  their  father,  who  was  born  unto  Israel:  howbeit  the  name  of 

ti-e  city  was  Laish  at  the  first. 

30  Tf  And  the  children  of  Dan  set  up  the  graven  image :  and  Jona- 
tton,  the  son  of  Gershom,  the  son  of  Manasseh,^  he  and  his  sons  were 
t^^ests  to  the  tribe  of  Dan  until  the  day  of  the  captivity  of  the  land. 

31  And  they  set  them  up  Micah's  graven  image,  which  he  made, 
^11  the  time  that  the  house  of  God  was  in  Shiloh. 


The  Berlted  Yenlon  changes  Manmsseh  to  Moms,  so  that  this  Jonathan  was  the  great  law-giver*! 
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Chapter  19 

1  A  Levite  goelh  to  BeOi-lehem  to  fetch  home  hi9  wife.     \6  Anoid  man  enUriaineik  him  ai  Oibeak.     22  The 
Uetabiuehis  concubitu  to  death.    29  He  divideth  her  into  twelve  pieces,  to  send  them  to  the  twelve  tribe^ 

ND  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  there  wns  no  king  ii 
Israel,  that  there  was  a  certain  Levite  sojourning  on  the  sid 

of  mount  Ephraim,  who  took  to  him  a  concubine  out 

>eth-lehem- j  udah. 

2  And  his  concubine  played  the  whore  against  him,  and  went  awa  i- 

from  liim  unto  her  father's  house  to  Beth-lehem-judah,  and  was  thei e 

four  whole  months. 

3  And  her  husband  arose,  and  went  after  her,  to  speak  friendl  3 
unto  her,  and  to  bring  her  again,  having  his  servant  with  him,  an^^ 
a  couple  of  asses:  and  she  brought  him  into  her  father's  house:  an.^ 
when  the  father  of  the  damsel  saw  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet  him. 

4  And  his  father-in-law,  the  damsel's  father,  retained  him;  an.^ 
he  abode  with  him  three  days:  so  they  did  eat  and  drink,  and  lodge-^ 
there. 

5  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  fourth  day,  when  they  arose  earl JT 
ijri  the  morning,  that  he  rose  up  to  depart:  and  the  damsel's  father 
said  unto  his  son-in-law.  Comfort  thine  heart  with  a  morsel  of  breacJ, 
and  afterward  go  your  way. 

6  And  they  sat  down,  and  did  eat  and  drink  both  of  them  together - 
for  the  damsel's  father  had  said  unto  the  man.  Be  content,  1  pray 
thee,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine  heart  be  merry. 

7  And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  his  father-in-law  urged 
him:  therefore  he  lodged  there  again. 

8  And  he  arose  early  in  the  morning  on  the  fifth  day  to  depart  z 
and  the  damsel's  father  said.  Comfort  thine  heart,  I  pray  thee.  Aii<l 
they  tarried  until  afternoon,  and  they  did  eat  both  of  them. 

9  And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  he,  and  his  concubine,  an^ 
his  servant,  his  father-in-law,  the  damsel's  father,  said  unto  hiro^^ 
Behold,  now  the  day  draweth  toward  evening,  I  pray  you  tarry  sA^ 
night:  behold,  the  day  gi'oweth  to  an  end,  lodge  here,  that  thine  hea^r* 
may  be  merry;  and  to-morrow  get  you  early  on  your  way  that  tho^^ 
mayest  go  home. 

10  But  the  man  would  not  tarry  that  night,  but  he  rose  up  aH 
departed,  and  came  over  against  Jebus,  which  is  Jerusalem;  a^.-^ 
there  were  with  him  two  asses  saddled,  his  concubine  also  Wiis  wit»^ 
him. 

11  And  when  the^  %cere  by  Jebus,  the  day  was  far  spent;  and  tU 
servant  said  unto  his  master.  Come,  I  pray  thee,  and  let  us  turn 
into  this  city  of  the  Jebusites,  and  lodge  in  it. 

12  And  his  master  said  unto  him.  We  will  not  turn  aside  hithe^ 
into  the  city  of  a  stranger,  that  is  not  of  the  children  of  Israel;  we  vf^ 
pass  over  to  Gibeah. 


I     I 


.^ 


.1 


.t 


■  I' 


■|: 


It 


;v 


Jfottam  in  €xtle 

AFrERTHECONTEMPOfL\RV  GERMAN  ARTIST,  HERMANN 

FREVE. 

**Yet  Jotham  the  youngest  son  of  Jervbbaal  was  Uft; 
for  he  hid  himself.^* -->fud.,  U^  5. 

AFTER  Gideon's  death  there  came  a  time  of  oon- 
fusion.    One  c\'il,  or  at  least  mistaken,  thing  be 
had  done.     Out  of  the  spoib  of  the  Midiaoites 
he  had  made  a  splendid  great  golden  image  and  set  it 
up  in  his  home  dty  of  Ophrah,  as  a  memorial.    In  tune 
the  ignorant  Israelites  came  to  worship  this  image  «a 
though  it,  rather  than  tlie  Almighty,  had  beoi  Gideon's 
god.    So  when  Gideon  was  dead  they  wholly  forgot  his 
teachings;  they  worshipped  idols,  and  would  ha\'e  made 
kings  of  his  sons  who  dwelt  at  Ophrah.    There  were 
seventy  of  these  sons,  one  of  whom,   Abimelech,   was 
shrewder  and  stronger  and  more  wicked  than  his  brethren, 
Abimelech  plotted  to  have  the  kingship  for  himself  alone. 
So  he  came  with  assassins  from  his  mother's  city  of  She- 
cheni  and  slew  all   his  brothers,   except   the  youngest, 
Jotham.    who    escaped.    Then    the    Shechemites    made 
Abimelech  king,  Israel's  first  king. 

Jotham,  fleeing  from  before  them,  stopped  on  Mount 
Gerizim  which  overlooks  Shechem,  and  cried  out  to  the 
men  beneath  him  a  bitter  parable.  He  compared  Abime- 
lech to  the  bramble  which  was  made  king  over  all  the 
trees,  but  could  give  them  no  aid  nor  protection,  and  in  the 
end  burned  them  with  fire;  and  they  also  burned  the 
bramble.  So  should  it  lx»  with  Abimelech  and  the  She- 
chemites. Then  Jotliam  fled  into  the  wilder- 
ness, where  he  Hve<l  and  died  in  exile. 
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13  And  he  said  unto  his  servant,  Come,  and  let  us  draw  near  ta 
^ne  of  these  places  to  lodge  all  night,  in  Gibeah,  or  in  Ramah. 

14  And  they  passed  on  and  went  their  way;  and  the  sun  went 
down  upon  them  when  they  were  by  Gibeah,  which  belangeth  to 
Benjamin. 

15  And  they  turned  aside  thither,  to  go  in  and  to  lodge  in  Gibeah: 
and  when  he  went  in,  he  sat  him  down  in  a  street  of  the  city :  for  there 
y^CLs  no  man  that  took  them  into  his  house  to  lodging. 

16  ^  And,  behold,  there  came  an  old  man  from  his  work  out  of  the 
field  at  even,  which  was  also  of  mount  Ephraim;  and  he  sojourned 
'n  Gibeah:  but  the  men  of  the  place  ivere  Benjamites. 

17  And  when  he  had  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he  saw  a  wayfaring  man 
ix  the  street  of  the  city :  and  the  old  man  said.  Whither  goest  thou  ? 
3Wid  whence  comest  thou  ? 

T8  And  he  said  unto  him,  We  ar^  passing  from  Beth-lehem-judah 
:oward  the  side  of  mount  Ephraim;  from  thence  am  I:  and  I  went  to 
Beth-lehem-judah,  but  I  am  now  going  to  the  house  of  the  Lord; 
ixi.d  there  is  no  man  that  receiveth  me  to  house. 

19  Yet  there  is  both  straw  and  provender  for  our  asses;  and  there 
s  bread  and  wine  also  for  me,  and  for  thy  handmaid,  and  for  the 
J^oung  man  which  is  with  thy  servants:  tlierc  is  no  want  of  any  thing. 

20  And  the  old  man  said,  Peace  he  with  thee;  howsoever  let  all  thy 
^^'ants  lie  upon  me;  only  lodge  not  in  the  street. 

21  So  he  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  gave  provender  unto  the 
a-sses:  and  they  washed  their  feet,  and  did  eat  ana  drink. 

22  ^  Now  as  they  were  making  their  hearts  merry,  behold,  the 
^^^en  of  the  city,  certain  sons  of  Belial,  beset  the  house  round  about^ 
*^^  beat  at  the  door,  and  spake  to  the  master  of  the  house,  the  old 

an,  saying.  Bring  forth  the  man  that  came  into  thine  house,  that 

5  may  know  him. 

23  And  the  man,  the  master  of  the  house,  went  out  unto  them,  and 
unto  them.  Nay,  my  brethren,  nay,  I  pray  you,  do  not  so  wick- 
"^ly;  seeing  that  this  man  is  come  into  mine  house,  do  not  this  folly. 
J  24  Behold,  here  is  my  daughter  a  maiden,  and  his  concubine; 
^^m  I  will  bring  out  now,  and  humble  ye  them,  and  do  with  them 
rlxat  seemeth  good  unto  you;  but  unto  this  man  do  not  so  vile  a 

^5  But  the  men  would  not  hearken  to  him:  so  the  man  took  his 
^ilcubine,  and  brought  her  forth  unto  them:  and  they  knew  her, 
J'^d  abused  her  all  the  night  until  the  morning:  and  when  the  day 
^gan  to  spring  they  let  her  go. 

86  Then  came  the  woman  in  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  fell  down 
^^  the  door  of  the  man's  house  where  her  lord  wa^^  till  it  was  light. 

87  And  her  lord  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  opened  the  doors  of 
^e  house,  and  went  out  to  go  his  way:  and,  behold,  the  woman  his 
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concubine  was  fallen  down  ai  the  door  of  the  house,  and  her  hands 
were  upon  the  threshold. 

28  And  he  said  unto  her.  Up,  and  let  us  be  going.  But  none 
answered.  Then  the  man  took  her  up  upon  an  ass,  and  the  man 
rose  up,  and  gat  him  unto  his  place. 

29  T[  And  when  he  was  come  into  his  house,  he  took  a  knife,  and 
laid  hold  on  his  concubine,  and  divided  her,  togetJier  with  her  bones, 
into  twelve  pieces,  and  sent  her  into  all  the  coast  of  Israel. 

30  And  it  was  so,  that  all  that  saw  it  said.  There  was  no  such 
deed  done  nor  seen  from  the  day  that  the  children  of  Israel  came  u.^ 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  this  day:  consider  of  it,  take  advice, 
and  speak  your  mhids, 

Cdapter  20 

1  The  LroUe  in  a  general  assembly  dedareth  hU  wrong.  8  Tlie  decree  of  the  assembly.  12  The  Benjamites,  6«_  iM 
cited,  make  head  against  the  Israelites.  IS  The  Israelites  in  two  battles  lose  forty  thousand.  26  They  destro^^  ot 
a  stratagem  all  the  Benjamites,  except  six  hundred. 


HEN  all  the  children  of  Israel  went  out,  and  the  congregati^on 
was  gathered  together  as  one  man,  from  Dan  even  to  Be^^r- 
sheba,  with  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  the  Lord  in  Mizpeh. 

2  And  the  chief  of  all  the  people,  even  of  all  the  tribes  of  Isra.^, 

E resented  themselves  in  the  assembly  of  the  people  of  God,  fo^ir 
undred  thousand  footmen  that  drew  sword. 

3  (Now  the  children  of  Benjamin  heard  that  the  children  of  Israt^l 
were  gone  up  to  Mizpeh.)  Then  said  the  children  of  Israel,  Tell  tds^ 
how  was  this  wickedness  ? 

4  And  the  Le\4te,  the  husband  of  the  woman  that  was  slain,  a-i^^ 
swered  and  said,  I  came  into  Gibeah  that  belongeth  to  Benjamin^  -•" 
and  my  concubine,  to  lodge. 

5  And  the  men  of  Gibeah  rose  against  me,  and  beset  the  hou^^ 
round  about  upon  me  by  night,  and  thought  to  have  slain  me:  an* 
my  concubine  have  they  forced,  that  she  is  dead. 

6  And  I  took  my  concubine,  and  cut  her  in  pieces,  and  sent 
throughout  all  the  country  of  the  inheritance  of  Israel:  for  they  havi 
committed  lewdness  and  folly  in  Israel. 

7  Behold,  ye  are  all  children  of  Israel;  give  here  your  advice  am 
counsel. 

8  t  And  all  the  people  arose  as  one  man,  sa)dng,  We  will  not  any 
of  us  go  io  his  tent,  neither  will  we  any  of  us  turn  into  his  house. 

9  But  now  this  shall  he  the  thing  which  we  will  do  to  Gibeah; 
we  will  go  up  by  lot  against  it; 

10  And  we  vdW  take  ten  men  of  an  hundred  throughout  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  and  an  hundred  of  a  thousand,  and  a  thousand  out  of 
ten  thousand,  to  fetch  victual  for  the  people,  that  they  may  do,  when 
they  come  to  Gibeah  of  Benjamin,  accordling  to  all  the  folly  that  they 
have  wrought  in  Israel. 
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BT  W.  MONTAGUE  CARET,  A  CONTEMPORAKT 
AMERICAN  ABnST. 

Thou  seett  the  shadow  of  the  mountains  as  if  they  were 
men."—Jud„  9,  36. 

JOTHAMTS  prediction  came  true.  Abimdedi  had 
not  been  king  three  years  before  his  tyranny  had 
roused  a  bitter  spirit  of  revolt  As  for  the  city  of 
Shechem,  which  had  made  him  king,  its  people  became 
little  better  than  highwaymen.  A  man  named  Gaal, 
apparently  a  freebooter,  came  with  his  followers  and  offered 
to  lead  the  Shechemites  in  open  rebellion.  ZebuU  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  sent  word  of  the  sedition; 
and  Abiroelech  came  in  secret  with  an  army  and  lay  in 
wait  for  Gaal  all  night  among  the  hills. 

At  dawn  Gaal  stood  with  Zebul  at  the  gate  of  the  dty. 
He  saw  vaguely  the  shadows  of  the  men  who  came  stealing 
up  to  the  attack,  and  he  pointed  them  out  But  Zebul 
laughed  at  him,  sa}ing  that  what  he  saw  was  but  the 
shadow  of  the  mountains,  moving  with  the  rising  son. 
Thus  the  cunning  magistrate  held  Gaal  idle,  until  the  city 
was  surrounded,  and  Gaal  had  no  choice.  He  had 
boasted  he  would  defeat  Abimelech;  now  the  ^echemites 
insisted  he  should  try.  So  G^l  went  forth  and  fought 
Abimelech,  but  was  defeated;  and,  as  Zebul  would  not 
permit  him  to  return  to  the  cit\',  he  and  the  remnant  ol 
his  followers  fled,  lea\ing  Shechem  to  its  fate. 
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-1  So  all  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathereii  against  the  city,  knit 
€ther  as  one  man. 

L2  ^  And  the  tribes  of  Israel  sent  men  through  all  the  tribe  of 
DJamin,  saying,  What  wickedness  is  this  that  is  done  among  you  ? 
.3  Now  therefore  deUver  us  the  men,  the  children  of  BeUal,  which 
in  Gibeah,  that  we  may  put  them  to  death,  and  put  away  evil 
n  Israel.  But  the  children  of  Benjamin  would  not  hearken  to 
voice  of  their  brethren  the  children  of  Israel : 

4  But  the  children  of  Benjamin  gathered  themselves  together  out 
:he  cities  unto  Gibeah,  to  go  out  to  battle  against  the  children  of 
iel. 

5  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  were  numbered  at  that  time  out 
the  cities  twenty  and  six  thousand  men  that  drew  sword,  beside 

inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  which  were  numbered  seven  hundred 
»sen  men. 

6  Among  all  this  people  there  were  seven  hundred  chosen  men 
handed;  every  one  coulci  sling  stones  at  an  hair  breadth^  and  not  miss. 
.7  And  the  men  of  Israel,  beside  Benjamin,  were  numbered  four 
idred  thousand  men  that  drew  sword:  all  these  were  men  of  war. 
.8  Tf  And  the  children  of  Israel  arose,  and  went  up  to  the  house  of 
d,  and  asked  counsel  of  God,  and  said,  Which  of  us  shall  go  up 
t  to  the  battle  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  ?  And  the  Lord 
i,  Judah  shall  qo  up  first. 

19  And  the  children  of  Israel  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  encamped 
dnst  Gibeah. 

50  And  the  men  of  Israel  went  out  to  battle  against  Benjamin; 
1  the  men  of  Israel  put  themselves  in  array  to  fight  against  them 
Gibeah. 

51  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  came  forth  out  of  Gibeah,  and 
rtroyed  down  to  the  ground  of  the  Israelites  that  day  twenty  and 
)  thousand  men. 

!2  And  the  people  the  men  of  Israel  encouraged  themselves,  and 
their  battle  again  in  array  in  the  place  where  they  put  themselves 
irray  the  first  day. 

S  (And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up  and  wept  before  the  Lord 
il  even,  and  asked  counsel  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  go  up 
in  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  my  brother  ?  And 
Lord  said.  Go  up  against  him.) 

4  And  the  children  of  Israel  came  near  against  the  children  of 
LJamin  the  second  day. 

5  And  Benjamin  went  forth  against  them  out  of  Gibeah  the 
>nd  day,  and  destroyed  down  to  the  ground  of  the  children  of 
lel  again  eighteen  thousand  men;  all  these  drew  the  sword. 

6  t  Tlien  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  all  the  people,  went  up, 
I  came  unto  the  house  of  God,  and  wept,  and  sat  there  before 
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the  Lord,  and  fasted  that  day  until  even,  and  offered  burnt  offerings 
and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord. 

27  And  the  children  of  Israel  inquired  of  the  Lord,  (for  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  God  wa^  there  in  those  days, 

28  And  Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron,  stood  be- 
fore it  in  those  days,)  saying,  Shall  I  yet  again  go  out  to  battle  against 
the  children  of  Benjamin  my  brother,  or  shall  I  cease?  And  the 
Lord  said,  Go  up,  for  to-morrow  I  will  deliver  them  into  thine  hand. 

29  And  Israel  set  liers  in  wait  round  about  Gibeah. 

30  And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up  against  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin on  the  tliird  day,  and  put  themselves  in  array  against  Gibeah, 
as  at  other  times. 

31  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  went  out  against  the  people, 
and  were  drawn  away  from  the  city;  and  they  began  to  smite  of  the 
people,  and  kill,  as  at  other  times,  in  the  highways,  of  which  one  goeth 
up  to  the  house  of  God,  and  the  other  to  Gibeah  in  the  field,  about 
thirty  men  of  Israel. 

32  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  said,  They  are  smitten  dowu 
before  us,  as  at  the  first.  But  the  children  of  Israel  said.  Let  us  flee, 
and  draw  them  from  the  city  unto  the  highways. 

33  And  all  the  men  of  Israel  rose  up  out  of  their  place,  and  pu' 
themselves  in  array  at  Baal-tamar:  and  the  liers  in  wait  of  Israe 
came  forth  out  of  their  places,  even  out  of  the  meadows  of  Gibeah. 

34  And  there  came  against  Gibeah  ten  thousand  chosen  men  ou6^ 
of  all  Israel,  and  the  battle  was  sore:  but  they  knew  not  that  e\i\  wat^ 
near  them. 

35  And  the  Lord  smote  Benjamin  before  Israel:  and  the  children 
of  Israel  destroyed  of  the  Benjamites  that  day  twenty  and  five  thou- 
sand and  an  hundred  men:  all  these  drew  the  sword. 

36  So  the  children  of  Benjamin  saw  that  they  were  smitten:  for 
the  men  of  Israel  gave  place  to  the  Benjamites,  because  they  trusted 
unto  the  liers  in  wait  which  they  had  set  beside  Gibeah. 

37  And  the  liers  in  wait  hasted,  and  rushed  upon  Gibeah;  and 
the  liers  in  wait  drew  themselves  along,  and  smote  all  the  city  with 
the  edge  of  the  sword. 

38  Now  there  was  an  appointed  sign  between  the  men  of  Israel 
and  the  liers  in  wait,  that  they  should  make  a  great  flame  with  smoke 
rise  up  out  of  the  city. 

39  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  retired  in  the  battle,  Benjamin 
began  to  smite  and  kill  of  the  men  of  Israel  about  thirty  persons: 
for  they  said.  Surely  they  are  smitten  down  before  us,  as  tn  the  first 
battle. 

40  But  when  the  flame  began  to  arise  up  out  of  the  city  \^^th  a 
pillar  of  smoke,  the  Benjamites  looked  behind  them,  and,  behold, 
the  flame  of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven. 
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FROM  THE  BIBLICAL  SERIES  BT  JUUUA  SCHNOBB. 

**And  a  eerlain  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  milUUme  upon 
Abimelech*s  head,  and  all  to  break  his  skuU.^' — Jud.,  9,  53. 

AFFER  Gaal*s  flight,  Ahimelech  showed  the  full 
savageness  of  his  t}Tanny.  He  waited  till  the 
Shecheniites  had  g:oDe  out  into  the  fields,  then  he 
led  his  troops  between  them  and  the  town,  captured  it  and 
slew  all  within.  Giving  free  rein  to  his  fury,  he  destroyed 
the  city  utterly  and  **  sowed  it  with  salt,'*  that  the  grouDd 
might  be  worthless  forever.  Some  of  the  people  had 
escaped  to  a  strong  tower;  and  this  he  set  on  fire,  so  that  all 
perished  in  the  flames. 

Even  this  terrible  warning  could  not  crush  the  fierce 
rebellion  that  spread  everywhere  against  the  tyrant  He 
attacked  and  captured  the  little  Ephraimite  city  of  Thebes. 
Here  again  the  survivors  shut  themselves  in  a  strong  towner, 
while  Abimelech  tried  to  burn  them  up,  as  he  had  done 
at  Shechem.  But  a  millstone,  hurled  from  the  tower  by 
a  woman,  killed  him. 

So  perished  Israel's  first  king.  The  people,  terrified 
by  the  miseries  they  had  brought  upon  themselves,  went 
back  to  their  old  style  of  rulers.  Two  judges,  in  succes- 
sion. Tola  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar  and  Jair  from  tlie 
region  east  of  Jordan,  guided  the  land  through  a  long 
period  of  peace. 
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41  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  turned  again,  the  men  of  Benjamin 
Were  amazed :  for  they  saw  that  evil  was  come  upon  them. 

42  Therefore  they  turned  their  backs  before  tne  men  of  Israel  unto 
'Ae  way  of  the  w^ilderness;  but  the  battle  overtook  them;  and  them 
H^hich  cam^  out  of  the  cities  they  destroyed  in  the  midst  of  them. 

43  Thus  they  inclosed  the  Benjamites  round  about,  and  chased 
'Aicm,  and  trode  them  down  with  ease  over  against  Gibeah  tow^ard 

thm^^  sunrising. 

44  And  there  fell  of  Benjamin  eighteen  thousand  men;  all  these 
^re  men  of  valour. 

45  And  they  turned  and  fled  toward  the  wilderness  unto  the  rock 
Rimmon :  and  they  gleaned  of  them  in  the  highways  five  thousand 

«n;  and  pursued  hard  after  them  unto  Gidom,  and  slew  two  thou- 
nd  men  of  them. 

46  So  that  all  which  fell  that  day  of  Benjamin  were  tw^enty  and 
e  thousand  men  that  drew  the  sword;  all  these  were  men  of  valour. 

47  But  six  hundred  men  turned  and  fled  to  the  wilderness  unto 
e  rock  Rimmon,  and  abode  in  the  rock  Rimmon  four  months. 

48  And  the  men  of  Israel  turned  again  upon  the  children  of  Benja- 
in,  and  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  as  well  the  men  of 

^-ery  city,  as  the  beast,  and  all  that  came  to  hand:  also  they  set  on 
Te  all  the  cities  that  they  came  to. 

Cijapter  21 

The  people  bewail  the  deaolatum  of  Benjamin.     8  By  the  destruction  of  Jabesh^gilead  they  provide  them  four 
vuired  wives.     16  They  adinse  them  to  surprise  the  xnrgins  that  danced  at  Shiloh. 

OW  the  men  of  Israel  had  sw^orn  in  Mizpeh,  saying.  There 

shall  not  any  of  us  give  his  daughter  unto  Benjamin  to  wife. 

2  And  the  people  came  to  the  house  of  God,  and  abode 

lere  till  even  before  God,  and  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  wept  sore; 

3  And  said,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  why  is  this  come  to  pass  in 
■STael,  that  there  should  be  to-day  one  tribe  lacking  in  Israel  ? 

4  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  people  rose  early > 
built  there  an  altar,  and  oftered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offer- 

s. 

'S  And  the  children  of  Israel  said.  Who  w  there  among  all  the  tribes 
^*^     Israel  that  came  not  up  with  the  congregation  unto  the  Lord? 


^^^— *  they  had  made  a  great  oath  concerning  him  that  came  not  up  to 
*^^  Lord  to  Mizpeh,  saying.  He  shall  surely  be  put  to  death. 

©  And  the  children  of  Israel  repented  them  for  Benjamin  their 

^^ther,  and  said,  There  is  one  tribe  cut  off  from  Israel  this  day. 

1  How  shall  we  do  for  wives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  we  have 

cm  by  the  Lord  that  we  w411  not  give  them  of  our  daughters 

wives? 

S  ^  And  they  said,  What  one  ia  there  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  that 
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came  not  up  to  Mizpeh  to  the  Lord  ?    And,  behold,  there  came  m 
to  the  camp  from  Jabesh-gilead  to  the  assembly. 

9  For  the  people  were  numbered,  and,  behold,  there  were  none 
the  inhabitants  oi  Jabesh-gilead  there. 

10  And  the  congregation  sent  thither  twelve  thousand  men 
the  valiantest,  and  commanded  them,  saying.  Go  and  smite  the 
habitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  \^ith  the  edge  of  the  sword,  with 
women  and  the  children. 

11  And  this  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall  do.  Ye  shall  utterly  desti 
every  male,  and  every  woman  that  hath  lain  by  man. 

12  And  they  found  among  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  fi 
hundred  young  virgins,  that  had  known  no  man  by  lying  with  « 
male:  and  they  brought  them  unto  the  camp  to  Shiloh,  which  is 
the  land  of  Canaan. 

13  And  the  whole  congregation  sent  some  to  speak  to  the  child 
of  Benjamin  that  were  in  tne  rock  Rimnlon,  and  to  call  peacea 
unto  them. 

14  And  Benjamin  came  again  at  that  time;  and  they  gave  th 
wives  which  they  had  saved  alive  of  the  women  of  Jabesh-gile 
and  yet  so  they  sufficed  them  not. 

15  And  the  people  repented  them  for  Benjamin,  because  that 
Lord  had  made  a  breacn  in  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

16  ^  Then  the  elders  of  the  congregation  said.  How  shall  we 
for  \Wves  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  the  women  are  destroyed  • 
of  Benjamin  ? 

17  And  they  said,  There  must  he  an  inheritance  for  them  that 
escaped  of  Benjamin,  that  a  tribe  be  not  destroyed  out  of  Israel. 

18  Howbeit  we  may  not  give  them  >\dves  of  our  daughters:  for 
children  of  Israel  have  sworn,  saying,  Cursed  be  he  that  givetl 
wife  to  Benjamin. 

19  Then  they  said.  Behold,  tliere  is  a  feast  of  the  Lord  in  Shi 
yearly  in  a  pla^e  which  is  on  the  north  side  of  Beth-el,  on  the  east  s 
of  the  highway  that  goeth  up  from  Beth-el  to  Shechem,  and  on 
south  of  Lebonah. 

20  Therefore  they  commanded  the  children  of  Benjamin,  sayi 
Go  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  vineyards; 

21  And  see,  and,  behold,  if  the  daughters  of  Shiloh  come  out 
dance  in  dances,  then  come  ye  out  of  the  vineyards,  and  catch  j 
every  man  his  wife  of  the  daughters  of  Shiloh,  and  go  to  the  land 
Benjamin. 

22  And  it  shall  be,  when  their  fathers  or  their  brethren  come  ui 
us  to  complain,  that  we  will  say  unto  them,  Be  favourable  unto  th 
for  our  sakes:  because  we  reserved  not  to  each  man  his  wife  in 
war:  for  ye  did  not  give  unto  them  at  this  time,  that  ye  should 
guilty. 


f,-- 


-s^    V-- 


-  'v 


^■aJiu'f  nr/j;uiL  'iii;  f::  i:;-;!^;'-. -t 


V.    V. 


1     I 


yN      I 


I  r    ■ 


1. 


A. 


.  .1 
.  f 


i     ' 


K 

it 


V   : 


I  1 


t    i 


!<■■ 


«■- 


t. 
t'l 


I 


/•» 


I 


^:    In);.     ■ 

•     ■      i  '; 


»■' 


1. 


-    ■     »'» 


/ 


I  . 


If    ■ 


/ 


■\ 


t 


!i 


I-  ' 


I  • 


Jfeptlttat)  tn  tht  Jforban  VgHtv 


BY  T.  ALLOM,  AN  ENGLISH  ARTIST  Or  THE  EARLT 
NINETEENTH  CENTURY. 
+ 

*'And  there  were  gathered  vain  men  to  Jephihah^  and 
went  out  with  him" — Jud.,  11,  3. 

AN  INTERVAL  of  peace  succeeded  to  the  civil  wars 
of  Abimelech;  but  gradually  the  Israelites  again 
fell  into  idolatry  and  folly  and  weakness.  In  con- 
sequence, they  again  failed  to  maintain  themselves  against 
their  surrounding  enemies.  Chief  of  their  oppressors 
now  were  the  Ammonites,  the  people  of  the  highlands  east 
of  Jordan.  These  ravagers  so  desolated  the  land  of  the 
tribes  along  the  Jordan,  that  the  Israelites  there  were  in 
utter  despair.  The  three  eastern  tribes,  Reuben,  Gad, 
and  the  half  tribe  of  Manassch,  who  were  now  known  as 
Gileadites,  had  become  widely  separated  from  the  tribes 
in  Canaan.  Their  miseries  touched  their  brethren  but 
slightly,  and  they  were  left  to  their  own  defense.  The 
fair  Jordan  vallev  became  almost  a  wilderness. 

Even  Gilead,  the  chief  of  all  the  Gileadites,  could  not 
support  his  family  in  comfort.  Hence  his  sons  turned 
upon  one  of  their  number,  Jephthah;  and,  because  he 
was  but  an  illegitimate  son.  they  drove  him  out  from 
among  them.  **Then  Jephthah  fled  from  his  brethren, 
and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Tob."  lie  became  an  outlaw, 
a  leader  among  homeless  men  like  himself,  living  by 
plunder  in  the  desolatetl  Jordan  valley. 

Of  the  natural  features  of  this  valley,  the  deep  hollow 
with  steeply  rising  walls,  the  accompan}'ing  picture  is  an 
accurate  rendering. 
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23  A-nd  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  so,  and  took  them  wives. 
:^iCcordi^Tig  to  their  number,  of  them  that  danced,  whom  they  caught: 
.£ind  tt».«y  went  and  returned  unto  their  inheritance,  and  repaired 
-the  cities,  and  dwelt  in  them. 

24  -"^-nd  the  children  of  Israel  departed  thence  at  that  time  every 
■man  t«:>  his  tribe  and  to  his  family,  and  they  went  out  from  thence 
every  tiaan  to  his  inheritance. 

25  Xn  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  every  man  did  that 
vjhich-   icas  right  in  his  own  eyes. 


Sntrobttcttoti  to  tfie  Wotik  of  SEltttti 

The  book  of  tluUi  is  placed  by  the  modern  Jewish  canon  among  the  Hagiograpli-^^ 
die  unrelated  body  of  holy  writings  which  form  the  third  section  of  the  Bible.  But  tF^^ 
earliest  Christian  Bibles  placed  the  book  in  its  present  position  among  the  historical  reoord^^ 
and  the  learned  Josephus,  who  lived  in  the  same  century  as  Christ,  tells  us  that  thb  wi 
(*ustomary  among  the  Jews  in  his  day.  The  book  has  sometimes  been  regarded  as  a  me 
appendix  to  Judges  or  even  as  an  actual  part  of  that  book,  a  detached  story  similar  to  thai 
of  the  migration  of  Dan  or  the  war  against  Benjamin. 

The  story  of  Ruth  is  represented  as  happening  during  the  period  of  the  judges,  and  has 
a  direct  historical  bearing  in  that  it  telb  of  the  ancestors  of  Kuig  David.  The  authorship 
is  wholly  unknown.  Probably  the  work  was  composed  in  the  days  after  the  Exile  as  a 
protest  against  the  exclusiveness  of  the  anti-foreign  party. 

From  a  literary  standpoint  the  book  is  highly  valued.  It  is  a  pastoral  idyl,  almosi  a 
poem,  depicting  the  life  of  the  Israelites  in  their  days  of  peace. 
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AFTEIl  THE  PAIXTINO    HV   KURT  VON   ROZINSKY,  A 
C'ONTEMI»()RARY  GERMAN  ARTIST. 

**And  she  was  htJt  only  chiid.*' — Jud,,  11^  Si. 

THERE  is  no  story  in  nil  the  Bible  more  pathetic 
than  that  of  Jephthah  and  Ins  daughter.  Despite 
his  fierce  and  roving  life,  the  outlaw  was  a  man  d 
tender  heart,  dcvotetl  to  this  his  only  child.  Of  her  we 
gather  from  the  story  tliat  she  was  strong  and  pure  of 
heart,  womanly  and  true,  and  that  she  had  preserved  some 
dim  idea  of  the  worship  of  God  even  amid  all  her  wild 
and  idolatrous  surroundinr^s. 

Jephtluih\s  fume  as  a  *' mighty  man  of  valour*'  had 
spread  over  all  Israel:  and  when  at  length  the  Ammonites 
declared  a  formal  war  of  extermination  against  Israel, 
the  Gileadhes  sent  to  the  noted  outlaw  entreating  him  to 
return  home  and  l)econie  their  general.  Doubtless  with 
his  daughter's  future  in  his  mind,  Jephthah  reminded 
the  messengers  of  the  ill-treatment  he  Imd  formerly  re- 
ceived; and  he  dcniumknl,  *'If  ye  bring  me  home  again  to 
fight  against  the  children  of  Amnion,  and  the  Ix)rd  deliver 
them  l>eforo  nu-,  shall  I  he  vour  hea<l.-"  The  ciders  of 
(vilead  proniise<l  this  gladly.  So  Jephthah  brought  his 
household  back  to  MizjH*li  in  (lilcud,  where  his  daughter 
was  as  a  j)nnc<\ss  in  the  laml,  while  he  himself  went  forth 
again.st  the  Ammonites. 
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THE  BOOK  OF 

Eutf) 

Cljapter  I 

itA  driten  btl  famine  inio  Meab.  ditlh  there.     4  Mablon  and  Chiiioa.  having  married  vrlvt*  of  Moah, 

0  Naomi  rttuming  homrviard,  S  diaundeth  tier  lao  daughten-in-law  from  going  Mrilh  her.     14  Orpak 

—   »..<  D..>k  — -.1. i . ...t  !.__     jjj  Yhty  lv<o  ome  to       "■  '-■■ —   ■-"■ —  """■  — 


arcompanieth  Ikt. 


I,  ujhert  Iheii  or* 


lOW  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  when  the  judges 

ruled,  that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land.    And 
■  a    certain    man  of   Beth-lehem-judah    went   to 

sojourn  in  the  country  of  Moab,  ne,  and  his  wife, 

and  his  two  sons. 

2  And  the  name  of  the  man  was  Elimelech, 
.  and  the  name  of  his  wife  Naomi,  and  the  name 

of  his  two  sons  Mahloii  and  Chilion,  Ephrathites 
"  —^  of  Beth-lehem-judah.     And  they  came  into  the 
try  of  Moab,  and  continued  there. 

ind  Elimelech,  Naomi's  husband,  died;  and  she  was  left,  and 
wo  sons. 

\nd  they  took  them  wives  of  the  women  of  Moab;  the  name 
e  one  was  Orpah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Ruth:  and  they 
led  there  about  ten  years. 

A.nd  Mahlon  and  Chilion  died  also  both  of  them;  and  the  woman 
eft  of  her  two  sons  and  her  husband. 

If  Then  she  arose  \sith  her  daui^hters-in-law,  that  she  might 
n  from  the  country  of  Moab;  for  .siie  had  heard  in  the  country  of 
b  how  that  the  Lord  had  visited  his  people  in  giving  them  bread. 
Wherefore  she  went  forth  out  of  the  place  where  she  was,  and  her 
daughters-in-law  with  her;  and  they  went  on  the  way  to  return 
the  land  of  Judah. 

And  Naomi  said  unto  her  two  daughters-in-law.  Go,  return  each 
;r  mother's  house:  the  Lord  deal  kindly  with  you,  as  ye  have 
:  with  the  dead,  and  with  me. 
The  Lord  grant  you  that  ye  may  find  rest,  each  of  you  in  the  house 


480  RUTH  I — Naomi's  return 

of  her  husband.     Then  she  kissed  them;  and  th^  lifted  up  \hmsL 
voice,  and  wept. 

10  And  they  said  unto  her.  Surely  we  will  return  with  thee  uim. to 
thy  people. 

11  And  Naomi  said.  Turn  again,  my  daughters:  why  will  ye 
with  me  ?  are  there  yet  any  more  sons  in  my  womb,  that  they  may 
your  husbands  ? 

12  Turn  again,  my  daughters,  go  your  way;  for  I  am  too  old  to 
have  an  husband.  If  I  should  say,  I  have  hope,  if  I  should  have  an 
husband  also  to-night,  and  should  also  bear  sons; 

13  Would  ye  tarry  for  them  till  they  were  grown?  would  ye  stay 
for  them  from  ha\ing  husbands  ?  nay,  my  daughters;  for  it  grieveth  me 
much  for  your  sakes  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  gone  out  against  me. 

14  And  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept  again:  and  Orpah 
kissed  her  mother-in-law;  but  Ruth  clave  unto  ner. 

15  And  she  said,  Behold,  thy  sister-in-law  is  gone  back  unto  her 
people,  and  unto  her  gods:  return  thou  after  thy  sister-in-law. 

16  And  Ruth  said,  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee:  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou 
lodgest,  1  will  lodge:  thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God 
my  God. 

17  Where  thou  diest,  will  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buried:  the 
Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  aught  but  death  part  thee  and  me. 

18  When  she  saw  that  she  was  stedfastly  minded  to  go  with  her, 
then  she  left  speaking  unto  her. 

19  ^  So  they  two  went  until  they  came  to  Beth-lehem.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  to  Beth-lehem,  that  all  the  city 
was  moved  about  them,  and  they  said.  Is  this  Naomi  ? 

20  And  she  said  unto  them.  Call  me  not  Naomi,  call  me  Mara:* 
for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  venr  bitterly  with  me. 

21  I  went  out  full,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  home  a^ain 
empty:  why  then  call  ye  me  Naomi,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  testified 
against  me,  and  the  Almighty  hath  afflicted  me  ? 

22  So  Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  her  daughter- 
in-law,  with  her,  which  returned  out  of  the  country  of  Moab:  and 
they  came  to  Beth-lehem  in  the  beginning  of  barley  harvest. 

Ctiapter  2 

1  RtUh  gUaneth  in  the  fidds  of  Boaz.    4  Boaz  taking  knotoledge  of  her,  8  dieweOi  her  gnat  favour,    18  Thai  which 
du  got  the  carrieth  to  Naomi. 

ND  Naomi  had  a  kinsman  of  her  husband's,  a  mighty  man  of 
wealth,   of  the    family   of    EUmelech;   and  his    name   wa>s 

Boaz. 

2  And  Ruth  the  Moabitess  said  unto  Naomi,  Let  me  now  go  to 


>Naonii  means  ** pleasant.'*    Mara  means  "bitter. 
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BY  H.  MEI.VILLE,  AN  ENGLISH  ARTIBT  OF  THE  EABLT 
NINETEENTH  CENTURY. 
* 

**And-  behold  his  daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  with 
timbrels  and  ivith  dances.*' — Jud.,  /i,  3i. 

THE  knowledge  of  God's  teachings  had  grown  dim 
in  Jephthah's  day  and  he  sought,  so  far  as  he  him- 
self knew,  to  revive  it.  Before  attacking  the  Am- 
monites he  sent  them  messages  rehearsing  all  God  had  done 
for  Israel  in  the  old  days,  and  warning  the  Ammonites  not 
to  make  war  upon  a  people  so  protected.  The  men  of 
Animon,  however,  gave  him  no  heed,  declaring  that  they 
meant  to  recover  from  Israel  all  the  land  that  their  fathers 
had  lost  to  Moses. 

Then  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  to  God  that,  if  Grod  gave 
him  victory  over  these  enemies,  lie  would  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord  '^whatsoever  cometh  forth  of  the  doors  of  my  house 
to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in  peace." 

Not  because  of  the  vow,  but  because  God  so  willed  it  for 
Israel's  good,  Jephthah  won  a  great  victory  over  the 
Ammonites,  crushing  them  completely.  Then  he  returned 
in  thoughtless  triumph  to  his  house,  his  vow  apparently 
forgotten.  As  he  approached  the  door,  his  daughter, 
having  prepared  a  joyous  welcome  for  him,  issued  with 
her  attendants  singing  and  dancing;  and  she  herself  came 
first  to  meet  him. 
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™  field,  and  elean  ears  of  corn  after  him  in  whose  sight  I  shall  find 
pace.    And  she  said  unto  her.  Go,  my  daughter. 

3  And  she  went,  and  came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field  after  the 
^pers:  and  her  hap  was  to  light  on  a  part  of  the  field  ^  belonging 
into  Boaz,  who  wa^  of  the  kindred  of  Elimelech. 

4  f  And,  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Beth-lehem,  and  said  unto  the 
Sijapers,  The  LiOrd  be  with  you.  And  they  answered  him.  The  Lord 
less  thee. 

5  Then  said  Boaz  unto  his  servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers, 
iThose  damsel  i^  this  ? 

6  And  the  servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers  answered  and  said, 
:  is  the  Moabitish  damsel  that  came  back  with  Naomi  out  of  the 
Duntry  of  Moab: 

7  And  she  said,  I  pray  you,  let  me  glean  and  gather  after  the 
capers  among  the  sheaves:  so  she  came,  and  hath  continued  even 
•om  the  morning  until  now,  that  she  tarried  a  little  in  the  house. 

8  Then  said  Boaz  unto  Ruth,  Hearest  thou  not,  my  daughter? 
o  not  to  glean  in  another  field,  neither  go  from  hence,  but  abide  here 
ast  bv  my  maidens : 

9  Let  thine  eyes  be  on  the  field  that  they  do  reap,  and  go  thou  after 
lem:  have  I  not  charped  the  young  men  that  tney  shall  not  touch 
^ee?  and  when  thou  art  athirst,  go  unto  the  vessels,  and  drink  of 
^  which  the  young  men  have  drawn. 

10  Then  she  fell  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground, 
id  said  unto  him.  Why  have  I  found  grace  in  thine  eyes,  that  thou 
louldest  take  knowledge  of  me,  seeing  I  am  a  stranger  ? 

11  And  Boaz  answered  and  said  unto  her.  It  hath  fullv  been 
ewed  me,  all  that  thou  hast  done  unto  thv  mother-in-law  since  the 
ath  of  thine  husband:  and  how  thou  hast  left  thy  father  and  thy 
other,  and  the  land  of  thy  nativity,  and  art  come  unto  a  people 
lich  thou  knewest  not  heretofore. 

12  The  Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to  trust. 

13  Then  she  said,  Let  me  find  favour  in  thy  sight,  my  lord;  for 
At  thou  has  comforted  me,  and  for  that  thou  hast  spoken  friendlv 
ito  thine  handmaid,  though  I  be  not  like  unto  one  of  thine  hancl- 
Aidens. 

14  And  Boaz  said  unto  her.  At  mealtime  come  thou  hither,  and 
rt  of  the  bread,  and  dip  thy  morsel  in  the  ^^negar.  And  she  sat 
eside  the  reapers :  and  he  reached  her  parched  corn,  and  she  did  eat, 
^d  was  sufficed,  and  left. 

15  And  when  she  was  risen  up  to  glean,  Boaz  commanded  his 
^uag  men,  saying,  Let  her  glean  even  among  the  sheaves,  and 
P'xiaeh  her  not: 

^Ibe  word  '*fldd*'  hen  means  the  whole  unenclosed  plain,  many  mUea  In  extent. 
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16  And  let  fall  also  some  of  the  handfuls  of  purpose  for  her,  aocf 
leave  them,  that  she  may  glean  them,  and  rebuke  her  not. 

17  So  she  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even,  and  beat  out  that  she  haJ 
gleaned:  and  it  was  about  an  ephah  of  barley. 

18  ^  And  she  took  it  up,  and  went  into  the  city:  and  her  mother^ 
in-law  saw  what  she  had  gleaned:  and  she  brought  forth,  and  gav^ 
to  her  that  she  had  reserved  after  she  was  sufficed. 

19  And  her  mother-in-law  said  unto  her,  Where  hast  thou  gleaned 
to-day?  and  where  wroughtest  thou?  blessed  be  he  that  did  tak^ 
knowledge  of  thee.  And  she  shewed  her  mother-in-law  wdth  whom^ 
she  had  wrought,  and  said.  The  man's  name  with  whom  I  wrought 
to-day  is  Boaz. 

20  And  Naomi  said  unto  her  daughter-in-law.  Blessed  be  he  of 
the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kindness  to  the  living  and  to  the 
dead.  And  Naomi  said  unto  her.  The  man  is  near  of  kin  unto  us, 
one  of  our  next  kinsmen. 

21  And  Ruth  the  Moabitess  said.  He  said  unto  me  also.  Thou 
shalt  keep  fast  by  my  voung  men,  until  they  have  ended  all  my  harvest. 

22  And  Naomi  said  unto  Ruth  her  daughter-in-law.  It  is  good, 
my  daughter,  that  thou  go  out  with  his  maiaens,  that  they  meet  thee 
not  in  any  other  field. 

23  So  she  kept  fast  by  the  maidens  of  Boaz  to  glean  unto  the  end 
of  barley  harvest  and  of  wheat  harvest;  and  dwelt  with  her  mother- 
in-law, 

Cfiapter  3 

1  By  NaomCi  instruction,  5  Ruth  lieth  at  Boaz" a  feet.     8  Boaz  acknovdedgeth  the  right  of  a  kintman,     14  He  mtid' 
eth  her  away  with  six  measures  of  barley. 

i|HEN  Naomi  her  mother-in-law  said  unto  her.  My  daughter, 
shall  I  not  seek  rest  for  thee,  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee? 
2  And  now  is  not  Boaz  of  our  kindred,  with  whose  maidens 
thou  wast  ?  Behold,  he  winnoweth  barley  to-night  in  the  threshing- 
floor. 

3  Wash  thyself  therefore,  and  anoint  thee,  and  put  thy  raiment 
upon  thee,  and  get  thee  down  to  the  floor:  but  make  not  thyself  known 
unto  the  man,  until  he  shall  have  done  eating  and  drinking. 

4  And  it  shall  be,  when  he  lieth  down,  that  thou  shalt  mark  the 
place  where  he  shall  lie,  and  thou  shalt  go  in,  and  uncover  his  feet, 
and  lay  thee  down;  and  he  will  tell  thee  what  thou  shalt  do. 

5  And  she  said  unto  her.  All  that  thou  savest  unto  me  I  will  do. 

6  ^  And  she  went  down  unto  the  floor,  and  did  according  to  all 
that  her  mother-in-law  bade  her. 

7  And  when  Boaz  had  eaten  and  drunk,  and  his  heart  was  merrv, 
he  went  to  lie  down  at  the  end  of  the  heap  of  corn:  and  she  came 
softly,  and  uncovered  his  feet,  and  laid  her  down. 
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**And  she  said  unio  him^  3/y  Father,  if  thou  hast  opened 
thy  mouth  unto  the  lA)rd,  do  to  me  according  to  that  which 
hath  proceeded  out  of  thy  mouth  *^ — Jiul.,  11  y  fSO. 

CONCEIVE  the  horror  of  Jephthah  when  his  rash 
and  impious  vow  was  thus  turned  against  him. 
lie  had  sworn  blindly  to  sacrifice  something,  he 
knew  not  what ;  now  by  his  own  arrangement  the  lot  had 
fallen  upon  a  human  being,  and  the  one  he  loved  most 
upon  earth.  What  to  him  now  was  the  rulership  to  which 
he  had  returned.^  All  the  joy  of  his  triumph  fell  from 
him,  and  he  tasted  the  bitterness  of  his  folly. 

**  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  her,  that  he  rent  his 
clothes,  and  said,  Alas;  my  daughter!  thou  hast  brought 
me  ver\'  low,  and  thou  art  one  of  them  that  trouble  me: 
for  I  have  opened  my  mouth  unto  the  Lord,  and  I  can- 
not go  back." 

Then  Jephthah*s  daughter  consoled  her  father.  So 
deeply  did  she  love  him  that  she  gave  no  thought  to  her* 
self,  made  no  effort  to  escape  the  consequence  of  his  heed- 
lessness. She  sought  only  to  solace  him  in  his  despair. 
In  her  ignorance  she  even  urged  the  keeping  of  his  vow; 
for  he  must  preserve  that  friendship  of  the  Lord  which 
had  been  shown  in  ginng  him  the  victory  over 
the  Ammonites.  This  high  favor  must 
not  be  lost  bv  disobedience. 
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^And  it  came  to  pass  at  midnight,  that  the  man  was  afraid, 

turned  himself:  and,  behold,  a  woman  lay  at  his  feet. 

And  he  said.  Who  art  thou  ?  And  she  answered,  I  am  Ruth 
le  handmaid:  spread  therefore  thy  skirt  over  thine  handmaid*; 
thou  art  a  near  kinsman. 

)  And  he  said.  Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord,  my  daughter:  ^or 
I  hast  shewed  more  kindness  in  the  latter  end  than  at  the  begin- 
;,  inasmuch  as  thou  followedst  not  young  men,  whether  poor  or 
• 

I  And  now,  my  daughter,  fear  not;  I  will  do  to  thee  all  that  thoiis 
lirest:  for  all  the  city  of  my  people  doth  know  that  thou  art  a. 
lous  woman. 

I  And  now  it  is  true  that  I  am  thy  near  kinsman :  ho wbeit  there  is  a 
man  nearer  than  I. 

i  Tarry  this  night,  and  it  shall  be  in  the  morning,  thai  if  he  will 
orm  unto  thee  the  part  of  a  kinsman,  well;  let  him  do  the  kins- 
1*8  part:  but  if  he  will  not  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  them 
I  ao  the  part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  a^  the  Lord  liveth:  lie  down 
1  the  morning. 
I  %  And  she  lay  at  his  feet  until  the  morning :  and  she  rose  up  be- 

one  could  know  another.      And  he  said.  Let  it  not  be  known 

a  woman  came  into  the  floor. 

)  Also  he  said.  Bring  the  vail  that  tlwu  ha^t  upon  thee,  and  hold  it^ 
[  when  she  held  it,  he  measured  six  measures  of  barley,  and  laid 
1  her:  and  she  went  into  the  city. 

\  And  when  she  came  to  her  mother-in-law,  she  said,  Who  art 
I,  my  daughter  ?^     And  she  told  her  all  that  the  man  had  done  to 

^  And  said  she.  These  six  measures  of  barley  gave  he  me;  for  he 
to  me.  Go  not  empty  unto  thy  mother-in-law. 
{  Then  said  she.  Sit  still,  my  daughter,  until  thou  know  how  the 
ter  will  fall:  for  the  man  will  not  be  in  rest,  until  he  have  finished 
thing  this  day. 

Cfiapter  4 

eaXUih  into  htdgment  the  next  kinsman.    6  He  refitseth  the  redemption  according  to  the  manner  in  Israel, 
frvyoEi^  ^«  inherUance,     II  He  marrieth  Ruth.     13  She  beareth  Obed  the  grandfather  of  David.     18  The- 
ion  cf  Pharez. 

HEN  went  Boaz  up  to  the  gate,  and  sat  him  down  there:  and, 
behold,  the  kinsman  of  whom  Boaz  spake  came  by;  unto 
whom  he  said.  Ho,  such  a  one!  turn  aside,  sit  down  here. 
e  turned  aside  and  sat  down. 
And  he  took  ten  men  of  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  said.  Sit  ye 
Ti  here.     And  they  sat  down. 

This  ipreftding  over  with  the  skirt  of  the  robe  was  part  of  the  Jewish  marriage  ceremony.  Ruth  hev» 
I  the  DTotection  of  Boaz  and  offers  herself  to  be  hia  wife.  >This  question  might  also  be  translated,  **  How 
wu  fared,  my  daughter?" 
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3  And  he  said  unto  the  kinsman,  Naomi,  that  is  come  again  oi^^ 
of  the  country  of  Moab,  selleth  a  parcel  of  land,  which  was  our  broths* 
Elimelech's: 

4  And  I  thought  to  advertise  thee,  saying.  Buy  it  before  the  ia — 
habitants  and  before  the  elders  of  my  people.  If  thou  wilt  redeenc^ 
it,  redeem  it:  but  if  thou  wilt  not  redeem  it,  then  tell  me,  that  I  ma^ 
kno-w :  for  there  is  none  to  redeem  it  beside  thee;  and  I  am  after  thee- 
And  he  said,  I  will  redeem  it. 

5  Then  said  Boaz,  What  day  thou  buyest  the  ifield  of  the  hand  i>:M 
Naomi,  thou  must  buy  it  also  of  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  the  wife  of  th< 
dead,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead  upon  his  inheritance. 

6  X  And  the  kinsman  said,  I  cannot  redeem  it  for  myself,  lest 
mar  mine  own  inheritance:  redeem  thou  my  right  to  thyself;  for  J 
cannot  redeem  it. 

7  Now  this  was  the  manner  in  former  time  in  Israel  concerni 
redeeming  and  concerning  changing,  for  to  confirm  all  things;  a  ma 
plucked  off  his  shoe,  and  gave  it  to  his  neighbour:  and  this  was   ^ 
testimony  in  Israel. 

8  Therefore  the  kinsman  said  unto  Boaz,  Buy  it  for  thee.  ^-^ 
he  drew  off  his  shoe. 

9  X  And  Boaz  said  unto  the  elders,  and  unto  all  the  people,  Y 
are  witnesses  this  day,  that  I  have  bought  all  that  was  Elimelech"^ 
and  all  that  was  Chilion's  and  Mahlon's,  of  the  hand  of  Naomi. 

10  Moreover  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  the  wife  of  Mahlon,  have  I  p 
chased  to  be  my  wife,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead  upon  his  i 
heritance,  that  the  name  of  the  dead  be  not  cut  off  from  among 
brethren,  and  from  the  gate  of  his  place:  ye  are  witnesses  this  day. 

11  And  all  the  people  that  were  in  the  gate,  and  the  elders,  saicJ, 
We  are  witnesses.     The  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is  come  into 
thine  house  like  Rachel  and  like  Leah,  which  two  did  build  the  house 
of  Israel:  and  do  thou  worthily  in  Ephratah,  and  be    famous  in 
Beth-lehem : 

12  And  let  thv  house  be  like  the  house  of  Pharez,  whom  Tamar 
bare  unto  Judah,  of  the  seed  which  the  Lord  shall  give  thee  of  this 
young  woman. 

13  %  So  Boaz  took  Ruth,  and  she  was  his  wife:  and  when  he  went 
in  unto  her,  the  Lord  gave  her  conception,  and  she  bare  a  son. 

14  And  the  women  said  unto  Naomi,  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  which 
hath  not  left  thee  this  day  \nthout  a  kinsman,  that  his  name  may  be 
famous  in  Israel. 

15  And  he  shall  be  unto  thee  a  restorer  of  thy  life,  and  a  nourisher 
of  thine  old  age:  for  thy  daughter-in-law,  w^hich  loveth  thee,  which  is 
better  to  thee  than  seven  sons,  hath  borne  him. 

16  And  Naomi  took  the  child,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  became 
nurse  unto  it. 
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*\4nd  she  tcent  with  her  companunu,  and  bewailed  her 
virginity  upon  the  mountains.*' — Jttd.^  11  ^  S8, 

ONLY  one  request  did  Jephthah',  daughter  nuJce 
of  her  agonized  father.  His  vow  need  not  be 
fulfilled  immediately.  **And  she  said  unto  her 
father.  Let  this  thing  be  done  for  me:  let  me  alone  two 
months,  that  I  may  go  up  and  down  upon  the  mountains 
and  bewail  my  virginity,  I  and  my  fellows.*' 

"And  he  said.  Go." 

It  was  more  than  death  that  the  unhappy  maiden  had 
to  bewail,  more  even  than  her  father's  agony.  To  a 
Hebrew  woman  the  greatest  misery  of  all  was  duldleas- 
ness.  Never  had  che  race  forgotten  the  promise  of  God 
that  from  them  should  be  bom  the  Messiah,  the  saviour  of 
the  world.  In  every  woman's  breast  was  the  hope  that  her 
babe,  her  son,  might  be  the  glorious  one.  Hence  mother- 
hood meant  to  them  something  even  more  wonderful  and 
dinne  than  to  other  women.  It  was  the  loss  of  this  hope* 
rather  than  the  loss  of  life,  that  made  the  grief  of  Jephthah's 
daughter  beyond  control,  so  that  she  must  hide  herself 
from  her  father*s  sight,  and  wail  among  her  women  in  the 
mountains  of  Gilead. 
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17  And  the   women  her   n«ghbouTs   gave   it   a   name,   saying, 
liere  is  a  son  born  to  Naomi;  and  they  culed  his  name  Obed:  he  u 
i^  father  of  Jesse,  the  father  of  David. 
18^  Now  these  are  the  generations  of  Pharez :  Pharez  hesat  Hezron, 
19  And  Hezron  begat  Kam,  and  Ram  Iweat  Amminadab, 
30  And  Amminadab  begat  NahshoTi,  antf  Nahshoii  begat  Salmon, 
21  And  Salmon  begat  Boaz.  and  Boaz  begat  Obed, 
SS  And  Obed  begat  Jesse,  and  Jesse  begat  David. 


ititrobttctton  to  tfie  :fivit  J&otA  of  Samuel 

The  two  books  of  Samuel  were  originally  one.  The  division  between  the  two  ] 
was  made  by  Christian  writers  after  the  time  of  Christ,  and  was  not  accepted  by  He 
scholars  until  the  sixteenth  century.  The  early  Christian  fathers  inclined  also  to  droj 
name  of  Samuel  altogether,  and  to  call  these  books,  because  of  their  subject,  the  first 
books  of  Kings,  as  the  Greek  translators  had  done. 

The  theme  of  the  first  book  of  Samuel,  as  now  divided  from  the  second,  is  the  abac 
ment  of  the  old  theocratic  government  of  Israel  and  the  founding  of  the  kingship.  It  b 
therefore  with  the  story  of  Samuel,  the  last  of  the  priestly  "judges"  over  Israel,  tells  c 
achievements,  of  the  clamor  of  the  people  for  a  king,  of  Samuel's  selection  of  Saul  fo 
high  office,  and  of  Saul's  brilliant  but  tragic  career,  closing  with  his  death.  To  wan 
end  of  the  book,  Saul's  successor  David  becomes  a  more  prominent  figure  than  the 
Hence  it  has  been  pointed  out,  that  the  original  book  of  Sanmel  might  have  been  I 
divided  into  three.  The  first,  telling  of  Samuel's  struggle  and  Saul's  success,  would  ej 
through  chapter  fourteen;  the  second,  dealing  with  Saul's  fall  and  David's  rise,  would 
with  II.  Samuel,  chapter  eight;  and  the  third  would  tell  of  David's  glory,  his  sin  an« 
sorrow. 

The  authorship  of  the  books  b  unknown.  The  Hebrews  say  that  Samuel  himself  \ 
at  least  the  earlier  part  of  the  first.  A  similar  suggestion  is  found  in  the  Bible  in  I.  Ch 
cles,  ^9,  29,  a  verse  which  might  be  literally  translated,  **And  the  acts  of  David  the  '. 
behold,  they  are  written  upon  tlie  acts  of  Sanmel  the  Roeh,  and  upon  the  acts  of  Na 
the  Nabi,  and  upon  the  acts  of  Gad  the  Chozeh."  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  tha 
present  !xx>k  of  Samuel  is  the  work  of  these  three  men;  though  it  gave  rise  to  tliat  sui 
among  the  Hebrews.  Probably  there  were  several  early  works,  including  a  life  of  Sai 
and  a  life  of  Saul.  These  were  incorporated,  about  the  time  of  King  Jasiah,  into  a  s 
narrative  including  Judges,  Samuel  and  Kings.  This  work  was  then  di\ided  into  its  i 
larger  books  after  the  downfall  of  Jerusalem. 
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"And  it  came  to  pass  ai  the  end  of  two  months,  that  she 
returned  unio  her  father,  who  did  with  her  according  to  his 
vow  which  he  had  vowed" — Jud.,  11,  39, 

ND  she  knew  no  man.     And  it  was  a  custom  in 
Israel,  that  the  daughters  of  Israel  went  yearly 
to  lament  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the  Gilead- 
ite  four  days  in  a  year." 

Perhaps  the  Biblical  condusion  of  this  pathetic  tale 
is  not  entirely  clear.  Most  students  of  the  Holy  Book 
have  understood  it,  as  has  the  artist  of  the  present  picture, 
that  Jephthah  slew  his  daughter  upon  an  altar,  even  aa 
Abraham  planned  to  do  with  Isaac.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  the  ordinary  method  of  '* sacrifice*'  meant 
the  destruction  of  the  thing  sacrificed;  with  a  sheep  or 
bullock  it  meant  death.  Yet  the  insistence  with  which 
the  Mosaic  law  always  sets  itself  against  those  human 
sacrifices  common  in  many  pagan  worships,  this,  combined 
with  the  horror  of  the  deed  itself,  with  the  certainty  that 
Grod  could  never  have  desired  or  countenanced  such  cruelty, 
and  with  the  emphasis  which  the  story  lays  on  the  heroine's 
virginity,  all  these  facts  have  suggested  to  some  that  per- 
haps Jephthah's  sacrifice  consisted  only  in  consecrating 
his  daughter  to  the  service  of  the  Lord,  debarring  her 
from  marriage,  and  compelling  her  to  live  out  her  life  in 
solitude. 
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ndk,  c  LtvUt.  Karlne  tim  wivai.  unraDi'ppr 
rutttd  bv  Peninnah.  9  tIanmiU  in  grill  pr 
9  Uatmak  hating  bornt  Samuel,  ilaytth  at 
t,l0tlu  Lard. 


h.  4  He  cheritheth  HannaJi.  Ihouah  tiitT«n 
i2  Eli  prt  rrbuting  hrr,  aftcruxir3»  N  " 
eantd.     24  She  prtttitMh  him 


jOW  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Ramathaim- 
zophim.  of  mount  Enhraim,  and  his  name  was 
Elkanah,  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Elihu, 
the  son  of  Tohu,  the  son  of  Zuph,  an  Ephra- 
thite: 

2  And  he  had  two  \nves;  the  name  of  the 
one  was  Hannah,  and  the  name  of  the  other 
nnah:  and  Peninnah  had  children,  but  Hannah  had  no  children. 
And  this  man  went  Uf)  out  of  Iiis  city  yearly  to  worship  and  to 
ifice  unto  the  Lord  of  hosts  in  Shiloh.  And  the  two  sons  of 
Hophni  and  Phinehas,  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  were  there. 
%  And  when  the  time  was  that  Elkanah  offered,  he  ^ave  to  Penin- 
his  wife,  and  to  all  her  sons  and  her  daughters,  portions: 
But  unto  Hannah  he  gave  a  worthy  portion ;  for  lie  loved  Hannah : 
Ihe  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb. 

And  her  adversary  also  provoked  her  sore,  for  to  make  her  fret, 
.use  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb. 

And  as  he  did  so  year  by  year,  when  she  went  up  to  the  house  of 
Lord,  so  she  provoked  her;  therefore  she  wept,  and  did  not  eat. 
Then  said  Elkanah  her  husband  to  her,  Hannah,  why  weepest 
?  and  why  eatest  thou  not  ?  and  why  is  thy  heart  grieved  ?  am 
i  better  to  thee  than  ten  sons  ?  ^7 


488  FIRST  SAMUEL  I — HANNAH's  PRAYER 

9  T[  So  Hannah  rose  up  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh,  and  aflr>^* 
they  had  drunk.  Now  Eli  the  priest  sat  upon  a  seat  by  a  post  of  tfe^^ 
temple  of  the  Lord. 

10  And  she  was  in  bitterness  of  soul,  and  prayed  unto  the  lAyKC^ 
and  wept  sore. 

11  And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and  said,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  if  thou  wil 
indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of  thine  handmaid,  and  remember  m< 
and  not  forget  thine  handmaid,  but  wilt  give  unto  thine  handmaic 
a  man  child,  then  I  will  give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  ' ' 
life,  and  there  shall  no  razor  come  upon  his  head. 

12  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  she  continued  praying  before  the  Lord 
that  Eli  marked  her  mouth. 

13  Now  Hannah,  she  spake  in  her  heart;  only  her  lips  moved— 
but  her  voice  was  not  heard;  therefore  Eli  thought  she  had  beei 
drunken. 

14  And  Eli  said  unto  her.  How  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken.?  pu 
away  thy  wine  from  thee. 

15  And  Hannah  answered  and  said.  No,  my  lord,  I  am  a  womai 
of  a  sorrowful  spirit :  I  have  drunk  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink,  bu. 
have  poured  out  my  soul  before  the  Lord. 

16  Count  not  thme  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of  Belial:  for  out 
the  abundance  of  my  complaint  and  grief  have  I  spoken  hitherto. 

17  Then  Eli  answered  and  said.  Go  in  peace:  and  the  God  ( 
Israel  grant  thee  thy  petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him. 


18  And  she  said.  Let  thine  handmaid  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  ^^c 
the  woman  went  her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  countenance  was  v^o 
more  sad. 

19  ^  And  they  rose  up  in  the  morning  early,  and  worshipp^^ 
before  the  Lord,  and  returned,  and  came  to  their  house  to  Ramaft:i.' 
and  Elkanah  knew   Hannah   his  wife;  and  the  Lord   remembere^^^ 
her. 

20  Wherefore  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  time  was  come  about  after 
Hannah  had  conceived,  that  she  bare  a  son,  and  called  his  name 
Samuel,  saying^  Because  I  have  asked  him  of  the  Lord. 

21  And  the  man  Elkanah,  and  all  his  house,  went  up  to  offer  unto 
the  Lord  the  yearly  sacrifice,  and  his  vow. 

22  But  Hannah  went  not  up;  for  she  said  unto  her  husband,  /  vM 
not  go  up  until  the  child  be  weaned,  and  then  I  will  bring  him,  that 
he  may  appear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide  for  ever. 

23  Ana  Elkanah  her  husband  said  unto  her.  Do  what  seemeth  thee 
good;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him;  only  the  Lord  establish  his 
word.  So  the  woman  abode,  and  gave  her  son  suck  until  she  weaned 
him. 

24  1[  And  when  she  had  weaned  him,  she  took  him  up  with  her, 
with  three  bullocks,  and  one  ephah  of  flour,  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
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Then  said  they  unto  him.  Say  now  Shibboieth:  and  he 
said  Sibboleih:  for  he  could  not  frame  to  protwwuse  it  right** 
—Jud.,  12,  6. 

JEPHTHAU'S  \nctory  over  the  Ammonites  gave  him  an 
unquestioned  rule  in  Gilead;  but  it  brought  against 
him  unexpected  enemies.  The  tribe  of  Ephraim 
had  long  regarded  tliemselves  as  chief  among  the  Israelites. 
They  had  objected  when  Gideon  had  summoned  Israel 
to  war  wnthout  consulting  them;  but  Gideon  had  soothed 
them  with  soft  words.  Now  they  objected  yet  more 
vehemently  that  Jephthah,  an  outlaw,  had  taken  the 
leadership  against  Ammon.  Perhaps  Jephthah  was  em- 
bittered by  his  own  hard  lot.  At  any  rate  he  answered  in  no 
such  gentle  manner  as  had  Gideon.  Instead  he  bade 
the  Ephraimites  defiance,  and  they  attacked  him. 

At  the  head  of  his  Gileadites  Jephthah  routed  Ephraim; 
and,  as  the  fugitives  fled  liack  over  Jordan  toward  their 
western  homes,  the  men  of  Gilead  guarded  all  the  foixls 
of  the  river.  As  each  man  approached  they  challenged 
him  with  deadly  purpose.  If  he  was  an  Ephraimite  they 
slew  him;  if  he  denied  his  tribe  they  had  a  sure  test.  The 
long  separation  of  the  Israelites  east  and  west  of  Jordan 
had  led  to  differences  of  language.  The  guttural  "h*' 
had  faded  from  Ephraim*s  tongue:  and  the  unlucky 
\ictims  could  not  pronounce  the  password  "Shibboleth.'* 
This  savage  punishment  left  Jephthah  the  undisputed 
leader  of  Israel;  but  he  died  within  six  years. 
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FIRST  SAMUEL  II — THE  SONG  OF  THANKS  489 

brought  him  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh:  and  the  child 
toas  young. 

25  And  they  slew  a  bullock,  and  brought  the  child  to  EH. 

26  And  she  said,  O  my  lord,  as  thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  I  am  the 
woman  that  stood  by  thee  here,  praying  unto  the  Lord. 

27  For  this  child  I  prayed;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition 
w-hich  I  asked  of  him : 

28  Therefore  also  I  have  lent  him  to  the  Lord;  as  long  as  he  liveth 
lie  shall  be  lent  to  the  Lord.     And  he  worshipped  the  Lord  there. 

Cfjapter  2 

1    -WanmiA'a  song  in  thankfulness.     12  The  sin  of  Eli's  sons.     18  Samuel's  nunistrt/.     20  Bj;  Eli's  blessing 
"ctTMJiah  is  more  fruitful.     22  Eli  reprovcth  his  sons.     27  A  prophecy  ugainst  Eli's  house. 

ND  Hannah  prayed,  and  said,  ^ly  heart  rejoiceth  in  the  Lord, 
mine  horn  is  exalted  in  the  Lord:  my  mouth  is  enlarged  over 
mine  enemies;  because  I  rejoice  in  thy  salvation.^ 

2  There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord:  for  there  is  none  beside  thee: 
either  w  there  any  rock  like  our  God. 

3  Talk  no  more  so  exceeding  proudly;  let  not  arrogancy  come  out 
of  your  mouth:  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him 
aotions  are  weighed. 

4  The  bows  of  the  mighty  men  are  broken,  and  they  that  stumbled 
^i*e  girded  w^ith  strength. 

5  They  tliat  were  full  have  hired  out  themselves  for  bread;  and 
^^tey  that  were  hungry  ceased:  so  that  the  barren  hath  borne  seven; 
^tid  she  that  hath  manv  children  is  waxed  feeble. 

6  The  Lord  killeth,  and  maketh  alive:  he  bringeth  down  to  the 
^Tave,  and  bringeth  up. 

7  The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich:  he  bringeth  low,  and 
lifteth  up. 

8  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill,  to  set  them  among  princes,  and  to  make  them 
inherit  the  throne  of  glory:  for  the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's, 
^nd  he  hath  set  the  world  upon  them. 

9  He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints,  and  the  wicked  shall  be  silent 
in  darkness;  for  by  strength  shall  no  man  prevail. 

10  The  adversaries  of  the  Lord  shall  be  broken  to  pieces;  out  of 
heaven  shall  he  thunder  upon  them:  the  Lord  shall  judge  the  ends 
of  the  earth;  and  he  shall  give  strength  unto  his  king,  and  exalt  the 
liorn  of  his  anointed. 

^  11  And  Elkanah  went  to  Ramah  to  his  house.     And  the  child 
did  minister  unto  the  Lord  before  Eli  the  priest. 

T2  ^  Now  the  sons  of  Eli  ivere  sons  of  Belial ;  they  knew  not  the  Lord. 
18  And  the  priest's  custom  with  the  people  wa^,  that,  when  any 

*Thxougfa  the  tenth  veiBe  of  this  chapter,  the  Revised  Version  prhits  the  words  as  a  poetic  chant. 


490  FIRST  SAMUEL  II SAMUEL*S  CHILDHOOD 

man  offered  sacrifice,  the  priest's  servant  came,  while  the  flesh  was 
in  seething,  with  a  fleshhook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand; 

14  And  he  struck  it  into  the  pan,  or  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot;  all 
that  the  fleshhook  brought  up  the  priest  took  for  himself.  So  they 
did  in  Shiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites  tnat  came  thither. 

15  Also  before  they  burnt  the  fat,  the  priest's  servant  came,  and 
said  to  the  man  that  sacrificed.  Give  flesh  to  roast  for  the  priest;  for 
he  will  not  have  sodden  flesh  of  thee,  but  raw. 

16  And  if  any  man  said  unto  him,  Let  them  not  fail  to  burn  the 
fat  presently,  and  then  take  as  much  as  thy  soul  desireth;  then  he 
would  answer  him.  Nay;  but  thou  shalt  give  it  Trie  now:  and  if  not, 
I  will  take  it  by  force. 

17  Wherefore  the  sin  of  the  young  men  was  very  great  before  the 
Lord:  for  men  abhorred  the  offering  of  the  Lord. 

18  ^  But  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  being  a  child,  girded 
with  a  linen  ephod. 

19  Moreover  his  mother  made  him  a  little  coat,  and  brought  it 
to  him  from  year  to  year,  when  she  came  up  with  her  husband  to  offei 
the  yearly  sacrifice. 

20  ^  And  Eli  blessed  Elkanah  and  his  wife,  and  said.  The  Lorj 
give  thee  seed  of  this  woman  for  the  loan  which  is  lent  to  the  Lord. 
And  they  went  unto  their  own  home. 

21  And  the  Lord  visited  Hannah,  so  that  she  conceived,  and  ba] 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  befoi 
the  Lord. 

22  ^  Now  Eli  was  very  old,  and  heard  all  that  his  sons  did  untccn:^ 
all  Israel:  and  how  they  lay  with  the  women  that  assembled  at  thi 
door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  conCTegation. 

23  And  he  said  unto  them.  Why  do  ye  such  things  ?  for  I  hear  oi 
your  evil  dealings  by  all  this  people. 

24  Nay,  my  sons;  for  it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear:  ye  make  th< 
Lord's  people  to  transgress. 

25  If  one  man  sin  against  another,  the  judge  shall  judge  him:  but 
if  a  man  sin  against  the  Lord,  who  shall  intreat  for  him  ?     Notwith- 
standing they  hearkened  not  unto  the  voice  of  their  father,  because 
the  Lord  would  slay  them. 

26  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on,  and  was  in  favour  both  with 
the  Lord,  and  also  with  men. 

27  T[  And  there  came  a  man  of  God  unto  Eli,  and  said  unto  him, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Did  I  plainly  appear  unto  the  house  of  thy 
father,  when  they  were  in  Egypt  in  rharaoh's  house  ? 

28  And  did  I  choose  him  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  be  inj 
priest,  to  offer  upon  mine  altar,  to  bum  incense,  to  wear  an  ephod 
oefore  me  ?  and  did  I  give  unto  the  house  of  thy  father  all  the  offerings 
made  by  fire  of  the  children  of  Israel  ? 
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\  HOLLAND  S  GREATEST  PAINTER.   THB 
ORIGINAL  IS  IN  THE  DRESDEN  GALLERY. 

**A7id  the  angel  did  wondrovdy:  and  Manoah  and  hi$ 
wife  looked  ofi." — J  mi/.,  13, 19. 

AFTER  Jephthali*s  time  the  light  of  religion  waxed 
ever  diniiuer,  and  at  length  God  gave  the  Israelites 
into  the  hands  of  another  oppressor.  The  Phil- 
istines, the  Phoenician  people  of  the  coast  cities,  were 
sailors  gathering  knowledge  and  wealth  from  all  lands. 
Hence  they  were  far  more  advanced  in  worldly  civiliMi- 
tion  than  the  other  races  of  Canaan;  and  with  civilization 
comes  increasing  power.  Gradually  the  Philistines  ceased 
to  be  content  with  dwelling  in  their  high-walled  cities; 
they  extende<i  their  authority  over  the  plains  that  sur- 
rounded them,  and  then  l>ack  among  the  mountains,  which 
had  long  been  the  strongholds  of  the  Israelites. 

The  tribe  of  Dan  dwelt  among  the  Philistine  plains. 
They  tlius  became  the  most  oppressed,  and  from  among 
them  rose  their  deliverer,  Samson.  I  lis  birth  was  pre- 
dicted by  an  angel,  who  ap[)eared  to  his  mother  and  to  his 
father,  Manoalu  directing  them  to  rear  their  son  in  tem- 
perance and  cleanliness,  and  to  let  his  hair  remain  unshaven 
through  all  his  life.  The  aged  couple  knew  not  who  it 
was  who  thus  commandefi  them,  until  the  angel  rose  in 
the  flame  of  the  sacrifice  which  they  offered.  Then  they 
believed,  and  worshipped  God  in  fear. 
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29  Wherefore  kick  ye  at  my  sacrifice  and  at  mine  offering,  which 
have  commanded  iii  my  habitation;  and  honourest  thy  sons  above 
e,  to  make  yourselves  fat  with  the  chiefest  of  all  the  offerings  of 
rael  my  people? 

30  Wherefore  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  saith,  I  said  indeed  that 
y  house,  and  the  house  of  thy  father,  should  walk  before  me  for 

er:  but  now  the  Lord  saith.  Be  it  far  from  me;  for  them  that  honour 
e  I  will  honour,  and  they  that  despise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed. 

31  Behold,  the  days  come,  that  1  will  cut  off  thine  arm,  and  the 
m  of  thy  father's  house,  that  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thine 
>use. 

32  And  thou  shalt  see  an  enemy  in  my  habitation,  in  all  the  wealth 
hich  God  shall  give  Israel :  and  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thine 
>use  for  ever. 

83  And  the  man  of  thine,  wlwm  I  shall  not  cut  off  from  mine  altar, 
laU  be  to  consume  thine  eyes,  and  to  grieve  thine  heart:  and  all  the 
icrease  of  thine  house  shall  die  in  the  flower  of  their  age. 

34  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  thee,  that  shall  come  upon  thy 
^o  sons,  on  Hophni  and  Phmehas;  in  one  day  they  shall  die  both  of 
lem. 

35  And  I  will  raise  me  up  a  faithful  priest,  that  shall  do  according  to 
lot  which  is  in  mine  heart  and  in  my  mind:  and  I  %W11  build  him  a 
ire  house;  and  he  shall  walk  before  mine  anointed  for  ever. 

36  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  one  that  is  left  in  thine 
ouse  shall  come  and  crouch  to  him  for  a  piece  of  silver  and  a  morsel 
F  bread,  and  shall  say.  Put  me,  I  pray  thee,  into  one  of  the  priests* 
£ces,  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  of  bread. 

Chapter  3 

law  the  word  of  the  Lord  uku  first  revealed  to  Samuel.     11  God  telleth  Samuel  the  destruction  of  EWe  hotue. 
Samuel,  though  loth^  telleth  Eli  the  vision.     19  Samuel  grou)eth  in  credit. 

ND  the  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  the  Lord  before  Eli. 
And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  precious  in  those  days;  there 
was  no  open  vision. 
2  And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time,  when  Eli  wa^  laid  down  in  his 
lace,  and  his  eyes  began  to  wax  dim,  that  he  could  not  see: 

S  And  ere  the  lamp  of  God  went  out  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
rhere  the  ark  of  God  waSy  and  Samuel  was  laid  down  to  sleep; 

4  That  the  Lord  called  Samuel:  and  he  answered.  Here  am  I. 

5  And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said.  Here  am  I;  for  thou  calledst  me. 
Lnd  he  said,  I  called  not:  lie  down  again.  And  he  went  and  lay 
lown. 

6  And  the  Lord  called  yet  again,  Samuel.  And  Samuel  arose 
md  went  to  Eli,  and  said.  Here  am  I;  for  thou  didst  call  me.  And  he 
mswered,  I  called  not,  my  son;  lie  down  again. 
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7  Now  Samuel  did  not  yet  know  the  Lord,  neither  was  the  woi 
of  the  Lord  yet  revealed  unto  him. 

8  And  the  Lord  called  Samuel  again  the  third  time.  And  h< 
arose  and  went  to  Eli,  and  said.  Here  am  I;  for  thou  didst  call  me. 
And  Eli  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  called  the  child. 

9  Therefore  Eli  said  unto  Samuel,  Go,  lie  down:  and  it  shall  be, 
if  he  call  thee,  that  thou  shalt  say.  Speak,  Lord;  for  thy  servant 
heareth.     So  Samuel  went  and  lay  down  in  his  place. 

10  And  the  Lord  came,  and  stood,  and  called  as  at  other  times- 
Samuel,  Samuel.     Then  Samuel  answered.  Speak;  for  thy  servant 
heareth. 

11  ^  And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Behold,  I  will  do  a  thing 
Israel,  at  which  both  the  ears  of  every  one  that  heareth  it  shall  tingh 

12  In  that  day  I  will  perform  against  Eli  all  things  which  I  havi 
spoken  concerning  his  house:  when  I  begin,  I  will  also  make  an  enr 

13  For  I  have  told  him  that  I  will  judge  his  house  for  ever  for  th« 
iniquity  which  he  knoweth;  because  his  sons  made  themselves  vih 
and  he  restrained  them  not. 

14  And  therefore  I  have  sworn  unto  the  house  of  Eli,  that  th_ 
iniquity  of  Eli's  house  shall  not  be  purged  with  sacrifice  nor  offerii 
for  ever. 

15  ^  And  Samuel  lay  until  the  morning,  and  opened  the  doors  c^f 
the  house  of  the  Lord.     And  Samuel  feared  to  show  Eli  the  vision. 

16  Then  Eli  called  Samuel,  and  said,  Samuel,  my  son.  And  l^i^e 
answered.  Here  am  I. 

17  And  he  said,  What  is  the  thing  that  the  LORD  hath  said  unt::^  o 
thee  ?  I  pray  thee  hide  it  not  from  me :  God  do  so  to  thee,  and  morr^ 
also,  if  thou  hide  any  thing  from  me  of  all  the  things  that  he  said  unt:^  o 
thee. 

18  And  Samuel  told  him  every  whit,  and  hid  nothing  from  hiiK3. 
And  he  said.  It  is  the  Lord:  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good. 

19  f  And  Samuel  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  did  1^ 
none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground. 

20  And  all  Israel  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba  knew  that  Samue/ 
wa^  established  to  be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord. 

21  And  the  Lord  appeared  again  in  Shiloh:  for  the  LoBD  revealed 
himself  to  Samuel  in  Sniloh  by  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Chapter  4 

1  The  IgradiUs  are  overcome  by  the  PhilUtines  at  Eben-ezer.  3  They  feteh  the  ark  vnio  tke  Urror  0/  Ac  P%.QUtam, 
10  They  are  smiUen  again,  the  ark  taken,  Hophni  and  Phinehas  are  atom.  12  Eli  at  the  newt,  faUimg  baetwori, 
breakeih  hie  neck.     17  Phinehas'  wife,  discowraged  in  her  travail  with  Ichabod,  dieth. 

ND  the  word  of  Samuel  came  to  all  Israel.     Now  Israel  went 
out   against  the   Philistines   to   battle,   and   pitched   beside 
Eben-ezer:  and  the  Philistines  pitched  in  Aphek. 
2  And  the  Philistines  put  themselves  in  array  against  Israel:  and 
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And  the  rpirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon 
and  lie  rent  him  as  he  would  have  rent  a  k%d"-~Jvd^  14*  ^* 

IT  IS  painful  to  note  how  the  type  of  man  who 
Israel,  degenerated  with  the  passing  years.  Othiiid« 
the  first  judge,  had  been  apparently  a  man  after 
Joshua's  own  type,  pure  in  heart  and  strong  in  God. 
Gideon,  too,  though  at  first  wavering  in  faith,  was  wise 
and  self-restrained  and  resc^ute.  But  Jephthah,  despite 
his  earnestness,  was  a  semi-barbarian,  savage  and  vin- 
dictive, groping  dimly  for  that  God  whom  he  scarce  under- 
stood. As  for  Samson,  the  last  of  the  judges,  it  was  by 
physical  force  alone  that  he  was  '*  mighty  in  Israd." 

From  his  youth  Samson  drew  attention  by  his  marvelous 
strength,  though  he  was  a  silent,  uncommunicative  lad» 
as  those  of  huge  thews  are  apt  to  be.  His  first  recorded 
feat  is  the  slaying  of  a  young  lion  which  *' roared  against 
him.*'  Samson  was  wholly  unarmed;  but  instead  of  flee- 
ing, as  another  man  would  have  done,  he  seized  the 
lion  in  his  bare  hands  and  tore  the  beast  asunder.  After- 
ward going  back  to  see  the  carcass  where  he  had  thrown 
it,  he  found  that  bees  had  stored  honev  in  the  shelter  of 
the  bones.  In  his  silent  way  he  gave  the  honey  to  his 
father  and  mother,  but  told  them  nothing  of  his  deed. 
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Len  they  joined  battle,  Israel  was  smitten  before  the  Philistines: 

i  they  slew  of  the  army  in  the  field  about  four  thousand  men. 

I  ^  And  when  the  people  were  come  into  the  camp,  the  elders  of 

ael  said,  Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  smitten  us  to-day  before  the 

ilistines?    Let  us  fetch  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out 

3hiloh  unto  us,  that,  when  it  cometh  among  us,  it  may  save  us  out 

the  hand  of  our  enemies. 

If  So  the  people  sent  to  Shiloh,  that  they  might  bring  from  thence 

I  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  which  dwelleth  between 

I  cherubims:  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were 
re  with  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 

i  And  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  came  into  the 
ap,  all  Israel  shouted  with  a  OTeat  shout,  so  that  the  earth  rang  again. 
{  And  when  the  Philistines  heard  the  noise  of  the  shout,  thev  said, 
lat  meaneth  the  noise  of  this  great  shout  in  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews  ? 
d  they  understood  that  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  come  into  the  camp, 
r  And  the  Philistines  were  afraid,  for  they  said,  God  is  come  into 
5  camp.  And  they  said.  Woe  unto  us!  for  there  hath  not  been  such  a 
ngheretofore. 

B  IVoe  unto  us!  who  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  these  mighty 
xls  ?  these  are  the  Gods  that  smote  the  Egyptians  with  all  the  plagues 
the  wilderness. 

9  Be  strong,  and  quit  yourselves  like  men,  O  ye  Philistines,  that 
be  not  servants  unto  the  Hebrews,  as  they  have  been  to  you:  quit 

urselves  like  men,  and  fight. 

10  ^  And  the  Philistines  fought,  and  Israel  was  smitten,  and  they 
d  every  man  into  his  tent:  and  there  was  a  verj'^  great  slaughter;  for 
ere  fell  of  Israel  thirtv  thousand  footmen. 

II  And  the  ark  of  God  was  taken;  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni 
d  Phinehas,  were  slain. 

12  ^  And  there  ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  out  of  the  army,  and  came 
Shiloh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with  earth  upon 
I  head. 

IS  And  when  he  came,  lo,  Eli  sat  upon  a  seat  by  the  wayside  watch- 
j:  for  his  heart  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God.  And  when  the  man 
me  into  the  city,  and  told  it,  all  the  city  cried  out. 

14  And  when  Eli  heard  the  noise  of  the  crying,  he  said.  What 
aneth  the  noise  of  this  tumult.^  And  the  man  came  in  hastily, 
d  told  Eh. 

15  Now  Eli  was  ninety  and  eight  years  old;  and  his  eyes  were  dim, 
at  he  could  not  see. 

16  And  the  man  said  unto  Eli,  I  am  he  that  came  out  of  the  army, 
id  I  fled  to-day  out  of  the  army.  And  he  said,  what  is  there  done, 
f  son? 

17  And  the  messenger  answered  and  said,  Israel  is  fled  before  the 
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Philistines,  and  there  hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among  the^^ 
people,  and  thv  two  sons  also,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are  dead,  and 
the  ark  of  God  is  taken. 

18  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of  Grod, 
that  he  fell  from  off  the  seat  backward  by  the  side  of  the  gate,  and  his 
neck  brake,  and  he  died;  for  he  was  an  old  man  and  heavy.  And 
he  had  judged  Israel  forty  years. 

19  Ij  And  his  daughter-in-law,  Phinehas*  wife,  was  with  child, 
near  to  be  delivered:  and  when  she  heard  the  tiding  that  the  ark  of 
God  w^as  taken,  and  that  her  father-in-law  and  ner  husband  were 
dead,  she  bowed  herself  and  travailed;  for  her  pains  came  upon  her. 

20  And  about  the  time  of  her  death  the  women  that  stood  by  her 
said  unto  her.  Fear  not;  for  thou  hast  borne  a  son.  But  she  answered 
not,  neither  did  she  regard  it. 

21  And  she  named  the  child  Ichabod,  saying.  The  glory  is  departed 
from  Israel :  because  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  and  because  of  her 
father-in-law  and  her  husband. 

22  And  she  said.  The  glory  is  departed  from  Israel:  for  the  ark 
of  God  is  taken. 

chapter  5 

1  The  PhUistinea  havinq  brought  the  ark  into  Athdod,  bH  it  in  the  house  of  Daffon.  3  Dagon  i»  smiUen  down  and  ruC 
in  pieces,  and  theif  of  A  shdod  smiUen  urith  emerods.  8  So  God  dealeth  with  them  of  Gath^  when  it  urns  braut^  thither :r 
10  and  so  with  them  of  Ekron^  when  it  was  brought  thither. 


ND  the  Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God,  and  brought  it  fro 
Eben-ezer  unto  Ashdod. 

2  When  the  Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God,  they  brought: 

it  into  the  house  of  Dagon,  and  set  it  by  Dagon. 

3  Tf  And  when  they  of  Ashdod  arose  early  on  the  morrow,  behold, 
Dagon  was  fallen  upon  his  face  to  the  earth  before  the  ark  of  the 
Lord.     And  they  took  Dagon  and  set  him  in  his  place  again. 

4  And  when  they  arose  early  on  the  morrow  morning,  behold, 
Dagon  was  fallen  upon  his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the 
Lord;  and  the  head  of  Dagon  and  both  the  palms  of  his  hands  were 
cut  off  upon  the  threshold;  only  the  stump  of  Dagon  was  left  to  him. 

5  Therefore  neither  the  priests  of  Dagon,  nor  any  that  come  into 
Dagon's  house,  tread  on  the  threshold  oi  Dagon  in  Ashdod  unto  this 
day. 

6  But  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  heavy  upon  them  of  Ashdod,  and 
he  destroved  them,  and  smote  them  with  emerods,^  even  Ashdod  and 
the  coasts  thereof. 

7  And  when  the  men  of  x\shdod  saw  that  it  was  so,  they  said.  The 
ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  shall  not  abide  with  us:  for  his  hand  is  sore 
upon  us,  and  upon  Dagon  our  god. 

8  They  sent  therefore  and  gathered    all  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 

>The  Revised  Venrfon  trandates  the  word  "emerods**  as  ''tumors**  through  all  these  venes 
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**AtuJ  Sanuton  mUI  unto  them^  I  will  now  put  forth  a 
riddle  unto  you." — Jiul.,  i,},  IJ. 

SAMSON  fell  in  love  with  a  woman  of  the  Philistine 
city  uf  Tiiiioath.  Despite  the  entreaties  of  his 
porenU  that  he  should  not  ally  himself  with  the 
enemies  of  Israel,  lie  insiste<i  on  wedding  the  lady.  The 
marriage  feast  was  doubtless,  us  liembrandt  has  con- 
ceived it,  one  of  splendor,  a  sort  of  public  ceremony,  a 
hl^\i  alliance  In'tween  the  opposing  races.  During  the 
celebration  the  young  bridegroom,  in  jovial  mood,  wagered 
a  suit  of  garment^  with  each  of  thirty  of  his  Philistine 
guests,  that  they  could  not  solve  a  riddle  he  propounded. 
His  riddle  was  **Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat  and 
out  of  the  stnmg  came  forth  sweetness."  No  one  could 
passibly  guess  the  answer,  for  it  was  known  only  to  him- 
self: he  was  thinkini;  of  the  iion*s  Ixxiv  from  which  he  had 
tjiken  the  honey,  a  detnl  unknown  even  to  his  parents. 

When  the  crafty  Philistines  c«)uld  find  no  answer,  they 
l^esieged  the  riddler*s  young  wife  to  discover  it,  threaten- 
ing to  burn  her  and  all  her  father's  house.  In  her  terror 
she  cojixed  her  husbaml  for  the  answer,  promising  to 
reveal  it  to  no  one.  For  seiven  davs  Samson  denied  her, 
but  at  length  yielded  to  her  wee[>ing.  At  once  slie  repeated 
her  knowledgt*  to  her  countrymen,  and  they  won  their 
wager. 
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0  them,  and  said.  What  shall  we  do  with  the  ark  of  the  God  of 
lel?  And  they  answered,  Let  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  be 
led  about  unto  Gath.  And  they  carried  the  ark  of  the  God  of 
lel  about  thither. 

And  it  was  so,  that,  after  they  had  carried  it  about,  the  hand  of 
LfORD  was  against  the  city  with  a  very  great  destruction:  and  he 
te  the  men  of  the  city,  both  small  and  great,  and  they  had  emerods 
deir  secret  parts. 

3  Tf  Therefore  they  sent  the  ark  of  God  to  Ekron.  And  it  came 
ass,  as  the  ark  of  God  came  to  Ekron,  that  the  Ekronites  cried 

saying.  They  have  brought  about  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel 
s,  to  slay  us  and  our  people. 

L  So  they  sent  and  gathered  together  all  the  lords  of  the  Philis- 
s,  and  said.  Send  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  let  it  go 
In  to  his  own  place,  that  it  slay  us  not,  and  our  people:  for  there 

a  deadly  destruction  throughout  all  the  city;  tne  hand  of  God 

very  heavy  there. 
2  And  the  men  that  died  not  were  smitten  with  the  emerods: 

the  cry  of  the  city  went  up  to  heaven. 

Ciiapter  6 

r  mven  months  the  PhUitHneB  take  counitel  how  to  send  back  the  ark.  10  They  bring  it  on  a  new  cart  with  an 
19  wUo  Beth-^iemesh.  10  The  people  are  smitten  for  looking  into  the  ark,  21  They  send  to  them  of  Kirjath- 
V  to  fetch  U. 

ND  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  in  the  country  of  the  Philistines 
seven  months. 

2  And  the  Philistines  called  for  the  priests  and  the  diviners, 
ing.  What  shall  we  do  to  the  ark  of  the  Lord  ?  tell  us  wherewith 
shall  send  it  to  his  place. 

And  they  said.  It  ye  send  away  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel, 
d  it  not  empty;  but  in  any  wise  return  him  a  trespass  offering; 
a  ye  shall  be  healed,  and  it  shall  be  known  to  you  why  his  hand 
lot  removed  from  you. 

1  Then  said  they.  What  shall  be  the  trespass  offering  which  we  shall 
im  to  him.^  They  answered,  Five  golden  emerods,  and  five 
ien  mice,  according  to  the  number  of  the  lords  of  the  Philistines: 
one  plague  was  on  you  all,  and  on  your  lords. 

i  Wherefore  ye  shall  make  images  of  your  emerods,  and  images 
jrour  mice  that  mar  the  land:  and  ye  shall  give  glory  unto  the  God 
Israel:  peradventure  he  will  lighten  his  hand  from  off  you,  and 
n  off  your  gods,  and  from  off  your  land. 

I  Wherefore  then  do  ye  harden  your  hearts,  as  the  Egyptians  and 
Gotioh  hardened  their  hearts.^  when  he  had  wrought  wonderfully 
ong  them,  did  they  not  let  the  people  go,  and  they  departed  ? 
f  Now  therefore  make  a  new  cart  and  take  two  milch  kine,  on 
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which  there  hath  come  no  yoke,  and  tie  the  kine  to  the  cart,  and  bri 
their  calves  home  from  them : 

8  And  take  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  lay  it  upon  the  cart;  and  pur 
the  jewels  of  gold,  which  ye  return  him  ^or  a  trespass  offering,  in 
coffer  by  the  side  thereof;  and  send  it  away,  that  it  may  go. 

9  And  see,  if  it  goeth  up  by  the  way  of  his  own  coast  to  Beth — 
shemesh,  theti  he  hath  done  us  this  great  evil :  but  if  not,  then  we  shalL 
know  that  it  is  not  his  hand  that  smote  us;  it  was  a  chance  thai 
pened  to  us. 

10  ^  And  the  men  did  so;  and  took  two  milch  kine,  and  tied  theinm^n 
to  the  cart,  and  shut  up  their  calves  at  home: 

11  And  they  laid  the  ark  of  the  Lord  upon  the  cart,  and  the  coffe 
with  the  mice  of  gold  and  the  images  of  their  emerods. 

12  And  the  kine  took  the  straight  way  to  the  way  of  Beth-shemesh^ 
and  went  along  the  highway,  lowing  as  they  went,  and  turned  noi 
aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left;  and  the  lords  of  the   Philistine 
went  after  them  unto  the  border  of  Beth-shemesh. 

13  And  they  of  Beth-shemesh  icere  reaping  their  wheat  harves — ^ 
in  the  valley:  and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw  the  ark,  an< 
rejoiced  to  see  it. 

14  And  the  cart  came  into  the  field  of  Joshua,  a  Beth-shemib 
and    stood  there,   where  there   was  a  great  stone:  and  they  clav- 
the  wood  of  the  cart,  and  offered  the  kine  a  burnt  offering  unto  th 
Lord. 

15  And  the  Levites  took  down  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the  coff^ 
that  tvas  with  it,  wherein  the  jewels  of  gold  were^  and  put  them  on 
great  stone:  and  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh  offered  oumt  offerin^^s 
and  sacrificed  sacrifices  the  same  day  unto  the  Lord. 

16  And  when  the  five  lords  of  the  Philistines  had  seen  if,  the==?y 
returned  to  Ekron  the  same  day. 

17  And  these  are  the  golden  emerods  which  the  Philistines  r^g 
turned  for  a  trespass  offering  unto  the  Lord;  for  Ashdod  one,  fcr^r 
Gaza  one,  for  Askelon  one,  for  Gath  one,  for  Ekron  one: 

18  And  the  golden  mice,  according  to  the  number  of  all  the  citi^^s 
of  the  Philistines  belonging  to  the  five  lords,  both  of  fenced  cities,  an^ 
of  country  villages,  even  unto  the  great  stone  of  Abel,  whereon  the/ 
set  down  the  ark  of  the  Lord:  which  stone  remaineth  unto  this  day 
in  the  field  of  Joshua,  the  Beth-shemite. 

19  Tf  And  he  smote  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh,  because  they  had 
looked  into  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  even  he  smote  of  the  people  fifty 
thousand  and  threescore  and  ten  men:  and  the  people  lamented, 
because  the  Lord  had  smitten  many  of  the  people  with  a  great 
slaughter. 

20  And  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh  said.  Who  is  able  to  stand  before 
this  holy  Lord  God  ?  and  to  whom  shall  he  go  up  from  us  ? 
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BY  REMBRANDT.  THE  ORIGINAL  IS  IN  THE  ROYAL 

GALLERY  AT  BERIJN. 
+ 

**And  he  saidj  I  tcill  go  in  to  my  wtfe  into  the  ehamber. 
But  her  father  would  not  suffer  him  to  go  in" — Jud.^  15^  1* 

THE  result  of  Samson's  ill-advised  wedding  was  to 
set  him  at  feud  with  the  Philistines.  When  his 
riddle  was  answered,  he  knew  that  his  wife  must 
have  betrayed  him.  "And  he  said  unto  them.  If  je  had 
not  ploughed  with  my  heifer,  ye  had  not  found  out  mj 
riddle."  So  he  left  his  bride  in  anger  and  bitterness  of 
spirit  The  thought  of  a  general  revenge  did  not  as  yet 
come  to  him.  It  was  rather  in  the  spirit  of  a  marauder 
that  he  went  to  another  Philistine  city,  and  there  slew  thirty 
men,  taking  their  garments  wherewith  to  pay  his  wmger. 
Then  he  returned  to  his  father's  home. 

Yet  the  thought  of  his  wife  still  clung  to  him.  After  a 
while  he  resolved  to  forgive  her;  so  he  went  again  to 
Timnath,  bearing  her  a  present.  In  the  inter\'al,  her 
father,  supposing  Samson  had  deserted  the  bride,  had 
married  her  to  a  Philistine.  Hence  he  refused  Samson 
entrance  into  the  house.  Yet  the  father  was  anxious  to 
keep  peace  with  the  mighty  Israelite;  he  not  only  gave 
him  soft  words,  but  even  offered  to  wed  him  to  a  \xiungcr 
sister  of  his  former  bride.  But  Samson  was  now  furiously 
enraged;  he  went  away  voting  a  vengeance  on  the  entire 
citv. 
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SI  ^And  they  sent  messengers  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kinath- 
.rim,  saying.  The  Philistines  have  brought  again  the  ark  of  the 
«d;  come  ye  down,  and  fetch  it  up  to  you. 

Cliapter  7 

uv  fl/  Kirjaih-iearim  bring  the  ark  into  the  howte  of  Abinat^b,  and  sanctify  Elrazar  his  ton  to  keep  it.  2  After 
i^vearaS  the  laraditee^  gy  SamueVe  means,  solemnly  repent  at  Mizpeh.  7  While  Samuel  prayeth  and  sacri' 
I.  dU  Lord  diacomfltdh  the  Philistines  by  thunder  at  Eben-ezer,  13  The  Philistine  are  subdued.  15  Samuel 
waht§  and  TeHigiouUy  iudgetk  Israel. 

ND  the  men  of  Kirjath-jearim  came,  and  fetched  up  the  ark 
of  the  Lord,  and  brought  it  into  the  house  of  Abmadab  in 
the  hill,  and  sanctified  Eleazar  his  son  to  keep  the  ark  of 

^RD. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  the  ark  abode  in  Kirjath-jearim,  that 
e  time  was  long;  for  it  was  twenty  years:  and  all  the  house  of  Israel 
mented  after  the  Lord. 

S  Tf  And  Samuel  spake  unto  all  the  house  of  Israel,  saying.  If  ye 
)  return  unto  the  Lord  with  all  your  hearts,  then  put  away  the 
range  gods  and  Ashtaroth  from  among  you,  and  prepare  your 
»rts  unto  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  only:  and  he  will  deliver  you 
it  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines. 

4  Then  the  children  of  Israel  did  put  away  Baalim  and  Ashtaroth, 
id  served  the  Lord  only. 

5  And  Samuel  said.  Gather  all  Israel  to  Mizpeh,  and  I  will  pray 
r  you  unto  the  Lord. 

6  And  they  gathered  together  to  Mizpeh,  and  drew  water,  and 
mred  it  out  before  the  Lord,  and  fasted  on  that  day,  and  said  there, 
e  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.     And  Samuel  judged  the  children 

Israel  in  Mizpeh. 

7  And  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  the  children  of  Israel  were 
thered  together  to  ]Mizpeh,  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  went  up 
ainst  Israel.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  heard  iU  they  were 
raid  of  the  Philistines.. 

8  And  the  children  of  Israel  said  to  Samuel,  Cease  not  to  cry  unto 
B  Lord  our  Grod  for  us,  that  he  will  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
lilistines. 

9  Tf  And  Samuel  took  a  sucking  lamb,  and  offered  it  far  a  burnt 
'ering  wholly  unto  the  Lord:  and  Samuel  cried  unto  the  Lord  for 
rael;  and  the  Lord  heard  him. 

10  And  as  Samuel  was  offering  up  the  burnt  offering,  the  Philis- 
les  drew  near  to  battle  against  Israel:  but  the  Lord  thundered  with 
great  thunder  on  that  day  upon  the  Philistines,  and  discomfited 
em;  and  they  were  smitten  before  Israel. 

11  And  the  men  of  Israel  went  out  of  Mizpeh,  and  pursued  the 
lilistines,  and  smote  them,  until  they  came  under  Beth-car. 

12  Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen, 
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,nd  called  the  name  of  it  Eben-ezer^  saying,  tlitherto  hath  the  Lordb. 
ielf)ed  us. 

13  ^  So  the  Philistines  were  subdued,  and  they  came  no  more  in 
the  coast  of  Israel :  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against  the  Phil 
istines  all  the  days  of  Samuel. 

14  And  the  cities  which  the  Philistines  had  taken  from  Israel  we 
restored  to  Israel,  from  Ekron  even  unto  Gath;  and  the  coasts  thereol 
did  Israel  deliver  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philistines.     And  there 
peace  between  Israel  and  the  Amorites. 

15  And  Samuel  judged  Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

16  And  he  went  from  year  to  year  in  circuit  to  Beth-el,  and  Gilgal, 
and  Mizpeh,  and  judged  Israel  m  all  those  places. 

17  And  his  return  Wds  to  Ramah;  for  there  was  his  house;  and^ 
there  he  judged  Israel;  and  there  he  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord. 

Ctiapter  8 

1  By  oeeatum  oftheiU  govemment  of  SamueTs  tons,  the  IftnuiUe*  adt  a  king.    0  Sarnvd  pnxtfimg  In  grief,  is  com 
ioriedbyOod:  10  HeUlleth  the  manner  of  a  king.     19  God  wOUth  Samud  to  wiM  wUo  tks  importMitg  of  the  psaplr  — 

ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  Samuel  was  old,  that  he  made  hit 
sons  judges  over  Israel. 

2  5^ow  the  name  of  his  firstborn  was  Joel;  and  the  nami 
of  his  second,  Abiah:  theu  were  judges  in  Beer-sheba. 

3  And  his  sons  walked  not  in  his  ways,  but  turned  aside  after  luci 
and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judgment. 

4  Then  all  the  elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together,  am 
came  to  Samuel  unto  Ramah, 

5  And  said  unto  him,  Behold,  thou  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  m 
in  thy  ways:  now  make  us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  all  the  nations. 

6  *f  But  the  thing  displeased  Samuel,  when  they  said.  Give  us 
king  to  judge  us.     And  bamuel  prayed  unto  the  Lord. 

7  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  th- 
people  in  all  that  they  say  unto  thee:  for  they  have  not  rejected  thecT; 
out  they  have  rejected  me,  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them. 

8  According  to  all  the  works  which  they  have  done  since  the  daT 
that  I  brought  them  up  out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  dav,  wherewith 
they  have  forsaken  me,  and  ser\'ed  other  gods,  so  do  they  also  unto  thee. 

9  Now  therefore  hearken  unto  their  voice:  howbeit  yet  protest 
solemnly  unto  them,  and  shew  them  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall 
reign  over  them. 

10  ^  And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  unto  the  people 
that  asked  of  him  a  king. 

11  And  he  said.  This  will  be  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall 
reign  over  you:  He  will  take  your  sons,  and  appoint  them  tor  himself 
'-"'•  his  chariots,  and  to  be  his  horsemen;  and  some  shall  run  befor 
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**And  when  he  had  set  the  brands  onfire^  he  let  ihem  go 
into  the  standing  com  of  the  Philistines^ — JucL,  16^  5, 

TirE  revenge  of  Samson  for  the  loss  of  his  wife  was 
immediate  and  startling.  He  went  forth  into  the 
woods  and  captured,  perhaps  with  the  aid  of  friends* 
three  hundred  foxes.  These  he  tied  tx]gether  in  pairs 
by  their  tails,  fastening  blazing  firebrands  behind  them. 
Then  he  turned  the  foxes  loose  in  the  fields  of  the  Phil- 
istines, so  that  the  scorched  and  frightened  beasts  tiampled 
all  the  harvest,  set  it  afire,  and  destroyed  it  The  vine- 
yards of  the  dty  of  Timnath  were  also  burned,  and  the 
olive  orchards. 

When  the  ruined  Philistines  learned  who  was  the  author 
of  all  this  irreparable  mischief,  they  were  furious  aa  Sam- 
son had  been.  Him  they  could  not  reach,  so  in  Uind  rage 
they  turned  upon  his  deserted  wife  "and  burnt  het  and 
her  father  with  fire."  Thus  the  very  fate,  the  threat  of 
which  had  terrified  the  unhappy  woman  into  betraying 
her  husband,  now  actuallv  befell  her. 
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12  And  he  will  appoint  him  captains  over  thousands,  and  captains 
^er  fifties;  and  wilt  set  them  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to  reap  his  harvest, 
%A  to  make  his  instruments  of  war,  and  instruments  of  his  chariots. 

IS  And  he  will  take  your  daughters  to  be  confectionaries,  and  to  he 
N)ks,  and  to  he  bakers. 

14  And  he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your 
ive-yards,  even  the  best  of  them^  and  give  them  to  his  servants. 

15  And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  seed,  and  of  your  vineyards, 
id  give  to  his  officers,  and  to  his  servants. 

16  And  he  will  take  your  men-servants,  and  your  maid-servants, 
id  your  goodhest  young  men,  and  your  asses,  and  put  them  to  liis  work. 

17  He  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  sheep :  and  ye  snail  be  his  servants. 

18  And  ye  shall  cry  out  in  that  day  because  of  your  king  which  ye 
all  have  chosen  you ;  and  the  Lord  will  not  hear  you  in  tnat  day. 

19  ^  Nevertheless  the  people  refused  to  obey  the  voice  of  Samuel; 
id  they  said.  Nay;  but  we  will  have  a  king  over  us; 

20  That  we  also  may  be  like  all  the  nations;  and  that  our  king  may 
dge  us,  and  go  out  before  us,  and  fight  our  battles. 

21  And  Samuel  heard  all  the  words  of  the  people,  and  he  rehearsed 
em  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord. 

22  And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Hearken  unto  their  voice,  and 
ake  them  a  king.     And  Samuel  said  unto  the  men  of  Israel,  Go 

every  man  unto  his  city. 

Ciiapter  9 

aid  deapairirui  to  find  his  father^a  attftett,  6  by  the.  counsel  of  hi*  servant,  11  and  direction  of  young  maidens^ 
aeeording  to  God>  rivrlation,  18  cometh  to  Samuel.  ID  Samuel  eniertaincth  Saul  at  the  feast.  25  Samuel, 
'  communicalion,  bringeth  Saul  on  his  way. 

OW  there  was  a  man  of  Benjamin,  whose  name  was  Kish,  the 
son  of  Abiel,  the  son  of  Zeror,  the  son  of  Bechorath,  the  son 
of  Aphiah,  a  Benjamite,  a  mighty  man  of  power. 
2  And  he  had  a  son,  whose  name  was  Saul,  a  cnoice  young  man, 
id  a  goodly:  and  tliere  was  not  among  the  children  of  Israel  a  goodlier 
;rson  than  he:  from  his  shoulders  and  upward  he  was  higher  than 
ly  of  the  people. 

S  And  tne  asses  of  Kish,  Saul's  father,  were  lost.     And  Kish  said 
Saul  his  son.  Take  now  one  of  the  servants  with  thee,  and  arise,  go 
ek  the  asses. 

4  And  he  passed  through  mount  Ephraim,  and  passed  through 
le  land  of  Shalisha,  but  they  found  them  not:  then  they  passed 
irough  the  land  of  Shalim,  and  there  they  were  not:  and  he  passed 
irough  the  land  of  the  Benjamites,  but  they  found  them  not. 

5  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  land  of  Zuph,  Saul  said  to  his 
irvant  that  was  with  him,  Come,  and  let  us  return;  lest  my  father  leave 
vrina  for  the  asses,  and  take  thought  for  us. 

6  And  he  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  is  in  this  dty  a  man  of 
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God,  and  he  is  an  honourable  man;  all  that  he  saith  cometh  surely  to 
pass:  now  let  us  go  thither;  peradventure  he  can  shew  us  our  way 
that  we  should  go. 

7  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant.  But,  behold,  if  we  go,  what  shall 
we  bring  the  man  ?  for  the  bread  is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and  there  is 
not  a  present  to  bring  to  the  man  of  feod :  what  have  we  ? 

8  And  the  servant  answered  Saul  again,  and  said.  Behold,  I  have 
here  at  hand  the  fourth  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver:  that  will  I  give  to  the 
man  of  God,  to  tell  us  our  way. 

9  (Beforetime  in  Israel,  when  a  man  went  to  inquire  of  Grod,  thus 
he  spake.  Come,  and  let  us  go  to  the  seer:  for  he  that  is  now  called  a 
Prophet  was  beforetime  called  a  Seer.) 

10  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant.  Well  said;  come,  let  us  go.  So 
they  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man  of  God  was. 

11  %  And  as  they  went  up  the  hill  to  the  city,  they  found  young 
maidens  going  out  to  draw  water,  and  said  unto  them.  Is  the  seer  here  ? 

12  And  they  answered  them,  and  said.  He  is;  behold,  he  is  before- 
you:  make  haste  now,  for  he  came  to-dav  to  the  city;  for  there  is 
sacrifice  of  the  people  to-day  in  the  high  place: 

13  As  soon  as  ye  be  come  into  the  city,  ye  shall  straightway  find-J 
him,  before  he  go  up  to  the  high  place  to  eat:  for  the  people  will  notd 
eat  until  he  come,  because  he  doth  bless  the  sacrifice;  ana  afterwards^ 
they  eat  that  be  bidden.  Now  therefore  get  you  up;  for  about  thi^5 
time  ye  shall  find  him. 

14  And  thev  went  up  into  the  city:  and  when  they  were  come  into^i: 
the  city,  behold,  Samuel  came  out  against  them,  for  to  go  up  to  thc^ 
high  place. 

15  Tf  Now  the  Lord  had  told  Samuel  in  his  ear  a  day  before  SauE 
came,  sajnng, 

16  To-morrow  about  this  time  I  will  send  thee  a  man  out  of  the  lanc^ 
of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shalt  ano,  .it  him  to  be  captain  over  my  i>eopl^3 
Israel,  that  he  may  save  my  people  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines'^^ 
for  I  have  looked  upon  my  people,  because  their  cry  is  come  unto  me  - 

17  And  when  Samuel  saw  baul,  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Beholc7 
the  man  whom  I  spake  to  thee  of!  this  same  shall  reign  over  mypeople. 

18  Then  Saul  arew  near  to  Samuel  in  the  gate,  and  said.  Tell  me, 
I  pray  thee,  where  the  seer's  house  is. 

19  And  Samuel  answered  Saul,  and  said,  I  am  the  seer:  go  up 
before  me  unto  the  high  place;  for  ye  shall  eat  with  me  to-day,  and 
to-morrow  I  will  let  thee  go,  and  will  tell  thee  all  that  is  in  thine  heart. 

20  And  as  for  thine  asses  that  were  lost  three  days  ago,  set  not  thy 
mind  on  them;  for  they  are  found.  And  on  whom  is  all  the  desire  of 
Israel  ?    Is  it  not  on  thee,  and  on  all  thy  father's  house  ? 

21  And  Saul  answered  and  said.  Am  not  I  a  Benjamite,  of  the 
smallest  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  ?  and  mv  familv  the  least  of  all  the 
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**And  Samson  said.  With  the  jawbone  of  an  ass^  Heaps 
upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw  of  an  ass  have  I  dain  a  thousand 
men.**—nJud,^  15, 16. 

THUS  far  the  feud  of  Samson  with  the  PhSisAiea 
had  been  wholly  of  a  private  nature;  but  when  he 
learned  of  his  wife's  death,  he  rushed  sing^ 
handed  among  the  Philistines  and  slew  so  manj  of  them 
that  they  came  to  look  upon  him  as  a  national  enemy. 
He  fled  and  took  shelter  among  the  mountains  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah;  and,  at  that,  the  Philistines  senta  r^ular 
army  against  Judah  demanding  the  outlaw's  sunender. 

In  their  fear  of  these  mighty  enemies  the  men  of  Judah 
bound  Samson  and  delivered  him  to  the  foe.  He  pa>> 
mitted  this  to  be  done,  so  as  not  to  involve  Judah  in  his 
quarrel;  but  when  he  stood  among  the  Philistines,  he  sud- 
denly burst  his  bonds,  seized  upon  the  jawbone  of  an  asa 
for  a  weapon  and  attacked  his  foes  with  such  terrible 
strength  and  fur}'  tliat  the  entire  army  fled  before  him. 
A  thousand  men  fell  dead  beneath  his  blows.  Then  he 
stood  alone  upon  the  stricken  field  and  chanted  a  song  of 
uctory. 

After  that  the  Philistines  ventured  no  further  attack 
upon  Samson  or  upon  Israeli  and  he  ruled  as  judge  over 
Isniei  for  t^-ent}'  years. 
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milies  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ?  wherefore  then  speakest  thou  so 

me? 

22  And  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and  brought  them  into 

e  parlour,  and  made  them  sit  in  the  chiefest  place  among  them  that 

ae  bidden,  which  were  about  thirty  persons. 

2S  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  cook,  Bring  the  portion  which  I  gave 

ee,  of  which  I  said  unto  thee.  Set  it  by  thee. 

24  And  the  cook  took  up  the  shoulder,  and  th<it  which  ivas  upon  it, 
id  set  it  before  Saul.  And  Samuel  said.  Behold  that  which  is  leftM 
t  it  before  thee,  and  eat :  for  unto  this  time  hath  it  been  kept  for 
ee  since  I  said,  I  have  invited  the  people.  So  Saul  did  eat  with 
muel  that  day. 

25  ^  And  when  they  were  come  down  from  the  high  place  into  the 
y,  Samuel  communed  with  Saul  upon  the  top  of  the  house. 

26  And  they  arose  early:  and  it  came  to  pass  about  the  spring  of 
5  day,  that  Samuel  called  Saul  to  the  top  of  the  house,  saymg.  Up, 
it  I  may  send  thee  away.  And  Saul  arose,  and  they  went  out  both 
them,  he  and  Samuel,  abroad. 

87  And  as  they  were  going  down  to  the  end  of  the  city,  Samuel  said 
Saul,  Bid  the  servant  pass  on  before  us,  (and  he  passed  on,)  but 
jid  thou  still  a  while,  that  I  may  shew  thee  the  word  of  God. 

Ciiapter  10 

BRiMf  axurinUOi  Saul.  2  He  confirmeth  him  by  prediction  of  three  ngns.  9  Sa}d*8  heart  is  charvged.  and  hA 
ikufdh.  14  He  concealeth  the  matter  of  the  kingdom  from  hie  uncle.  17  Saul  is  chosen  at  Alizpeh  by  lot. 
t%i$  different  affections  of  his  subjects. 

HEN  Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oil  and  poured  it  upon  his  head, 
and  kissed  him,  and  said.  Is  it  not  because  the  Lord  hath 

anointed  thee  to  be  captain  over  his  inheritance  ? 

2  When  thou  art  departed  irom  me  to-day,  then  thou  shalt  find 
o  men  by  Rachers  sepulchre  in  the  border  of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah; 
d  they  will  say  unto  thee.  The  asses  which  thou  wentest  to  seek 
e  found :  and,  lo,  thy  father  hath  left  the  care  of  the  asses  and  sor- 
weth  for  you,  saying.  What  shall  I  do  for  ray  son  ? 
S  Then  snalt  thou  go  on  forward  from  thence,  and  thou  shalt  come 
the  plain  of  Tabor,  and  there  shall  meet  thee  three  men  ^oing  up 
God^to  Beth-el,  one  carrying  three  kids,  and  another  carrj^ing  three 
aves  of  bread,  and  another  carrying  a  bottle  of  wine: 

4  And  they  will  salute  thee,  and  give  thee  two  loaves  of  bread; 
liich  thou  shalt  receive  of  their  hands. 

5  After  that  thou  shalt  come  to  the  hill  of  God,  where  is  the  gar- 
son  of  the  Philistines:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thou  art  come 
ither  to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt  meet  a  company  of  prophets  coming 

The  Hertoed  Venkm  reads  *'that  which  hath  been  reserved.'* 
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down  from  the  high  place  with  a  psaltery,  and  a  tabret,  and  a  pipe,  and 
a  harp,  before  them;  and  they  shall  prophesy: 

6  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come  upon  thee,  and  thou  shatt 
prophesy  with  them,  and  shalt  be  turned  into  another  man. 

7  And  let  it  be,  when  these  si^ns  are  come  unto  thee,  tiiat  thou  do 
as  occasion  serve  thee;  for  God  is  with  thee. 

8  And  thou  shalt  go  down  before  me  to  Gilgal;  and,  behold,  I  wiD 
come  down  unto  thee,  to  offer  burnt  offerings,  and  to  sacrifice  sacri- 
fices of  peace  offerings :  seven  days  shalt  thou  tarry,  till  I  come  to  thee, 
and  shew  thee  what  thou  shalt  do. 

9  %  And  it  was  50,  that  when  he  had  turned  his  back  to  go  from 
Samuel,  God  gave  him  another  heart:  and  all  those  signs  came  to  pass 
that  day. 

10  And  when  they  came  thither  to  the  hill,  behold,  a  company  of 
prophets  met  him;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  him,  and  he 
prophesied  among  them. 

11  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  that  knew  him  beforetime  saw 
that,  behold,  he  prophesied  among  the  prophets,  then  the  people  said 
one  to  another.  What  is  this  that  is  come  unto  the  son  of  Kish  ?  h 
Saul  also  among  the  prophets  ? 

12  And  one  of  the  same  place  answered,  and  said.  But  who  is  thor 
father?  Therefore  it  became  a  proverb.  Is  Saul  also  among  the 
prophets  ? 

13  And  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  prophesying,  he  came  to  the 
high  place. 

14  ^  And  Saul's  uncle  said  unto  him  and  to  his  servant.  Whither 
went  ye?  And  he  said.  To  seek  the  asses:  and  when  we  saw  that 
they  were  no  where,  we  came  to  Samuel. 

15  And  Saul's  uncle  said,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  what  Samuel  said 
unto  you. 

16  And  Saul  said  unto  his  uncle.  He  told  us  plainly  that  the  asses 
were  found.  But  of  the  matter  of  the  kingdom,  whereof  Samuel 
spake,  he  told  him  not. 

17  Tf  And  Samuel  called  the  people  together  unto  the  Lord  to 
Mizpeh ; 

18  And  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  I  brought  up  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  delivered  you  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  kingdoins, 
and  of  them  that  oppressed  you : 

19  And  ye  have  this  day  rejected  your  God,  who  himself  saved  you 
out  of  all  your  adversities  and  your  tribulations;  and  ye  have  said 
unto  him,  Nay^  but  set  a  king  over  us.  Now  therefore  present  your- 
selves before  the  Lord  by  your  tribes,  and  by  your  thousands. 

20  And  when  Samuel  had  caused  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  come 
near,  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  taken. 
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"Jni^  Samson tooit  Ihe  doors  of  the  gaie  of  (he 

city,  and  Ihe  iuH)  posts,  and  went  away  with  them^  bar  and 
ally  and  put  them  upon  his  shoulders*^ — Jud,,  IS,  S. 

IF  THE  Philistines  were  anxious  to  leave  Samson 
alone,  he  could  never  be  content  awaj  from  them. 
The  Philistine  women  had  a  special  attiactkm  foe 
him.  Hence  while  his  enemies  never  again  openlj  opposed 
him,  there  were  constant  trials  of  their  craft  against  his 
strength. 

Once  he  visited  a  woman  in  their  strong  city  of  Gasa. 
The  chiefs  of  the  city  learned  of  his  presence  among  then, 
so  they  fastened  the  gates  of  the  city  securely,  hoping  in 
the  morning  to  slay  him  as  he  came  forth.  But  Samson, 
knowing  of  their  purpose,  left  the  woman's  house  at  mid* 
night,  and  came  to  the  gates.  Finding  these  made  fast 
against  him,  he  so  exerted  his  giant  muscles  as  to  uproot 
the  entire  gateway.  Heaving  the  mass  of  wood  and 
iron  up  on  his  broad  shoulders,  he  marched  off  with  it* 
i  the  tremendous  loc 


Etnd  deposi 
it  might 


upon  a  high 


remain  in  view  of  all  the  land,  to  tell  how  little 
he  feared  the  Philistines  and  how  futile  was  their 
strength  when  matched  with  his  God-given  power. 
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1  When  he  had  caused  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  to  come  xiear  by 
r  families,  the  family  of  Matri  was  taken,  and  Saul  the  son  of 
i  was  taken:  and  when  they  sought  him,  he  could  not  be  found. 
5  Therefore  they  inauired  of  the  Lord  further,  if  the  man  should 
come  thither.  Ana  the  Lord  answered.  Behold,  he  hath  hid 
self  among  the  stuff. 

{  And  they  ran  and  fetched  him  thence :  and  when  he  stood  among 
people,  he  was  higher  than  any  of  the  people  from  his  shoulders 
upward. 

t  And  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people,  See  ye  him  whom  the  Lord 
L  chosen,  that  there  is  none  like  him  among  all  the  people  ?  And 
hepeople  shouted,  and  said,  God  save  the  king.^ 
i  Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the  kingdom,  and 
ieiiin  a,  book,  and  laid  it  up  before  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  sent 
hepeople  away,  every  man  to  his  house. 

{  ^And  Saul  also  went  home  to  Gibeah;  and  there  went  with 
a  band  of  men,  whose  hearts  God  had  touched. 
r  But  the  children  of  Belial  said.  How  shall  this  man  save  us? 
they  despised  him,  and  brought  him  no  presents.     But  he  held 
peace. 

Cdapter  II 

uk  offereih  (hem  of  JaJbeth-qUead  a  reproachful  condition.     4  They  Bend  messengers,  and  are  delivered  5y 
13  Saul  thereby  is  confirmed,  and  hi^  kingdom  renewed. 

HEN  Nahash  the  Ammonite  came  up,  and  encamped  against 
Jabesh-gilead :  and  all  the  men  of  Jabesh  said  unto  Nahash, 
Make  a  covenant  with  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee. 
And  Nahash  the  Ammonite  answered  them,  On  this  condition 
I  make  a  covenant  with  you,  that  I  may  thrust  out  all  your  right 
,  and  lay  it /or  a  reproach  upon  all  Israel. 

And  the  elders  of  Jabesh  said  unto  him,  Give  us  seven  days* 
ite,  that  we  may  send  messengers  unto  all  the  coasts  of  Israel: 
then,  if  there  he  no  man  to  save  us,  we  will  come  out  to  thee. 
^  Then  came  the  messengers  to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  and  told  the 
igs  in  the  ears  of  the  people:  and  all  the  people  lifted  up  their 
es,  and  wept. 

Aiid,  behold,  Saul  came  after  the  herd  out  of  the  field;  and  Saul 
,  What  aileth  the  people  that  they  weep?  And  they  told  him 
tidings  of  the  men  of  Jabesh. 

Anothe  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Saul  when  he  heard  those  tidings, 
his  anger  was  kindled  greatly. 

And  he  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  sent 
^  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel  by  the  hands  of  messengers, 
ng.  Whosoever  cometh  not  forth  after  Saul  and  after  Samuel, 

lA  dottf  traDBlatkm  of  tbe  ihout  would  be,  **  Let  the  king  live." 
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SO  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen.     And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  fell  on 
the  people,  and  they  came  out  with  one  consent. 

8  And  when  he  numbered  them  in  Bezek,  the  children  of  Israel 
were  three  hundred  thousand,  and  the  men  of  Judah  thirty  thousand. 

9  And  they  said  unto  the  messei^rs  that  came.  Thus  shall  ye 
say  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  To-morrow,  by  that  time  the  sun 
be  hot,  ye  shall  have  help.  And  the  messengers  came  and  shewed  H 
to  the  men  of  Jabesh;  and  they  were  glad. 

10  Therefore  the  men  of  Jabesh  said.  To-morrow  we  will  come 
out  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with  us  all  that  seemeth  good  unto  you. 

1 1  And  it  was  so  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put  the  people  in  three 
companies;  and  they  came  into  the  midst  of  the  host  in  the  morning- 
watch,  and  slew  the  Ammonites  until  the  heat  of  the  day :  and  it  caiD^ 
to  pass,  that  they  which  remained  were  scattered,  so  that  two  of  theift 
were  not  left  together. 

12  1  And  the  people  said  unto  Samuel,  Who  is  he  that  said.  Shall 
Saul  reign  over  us  ?  bring  the  men,  that  we  may  put  them  to  death. 

13  And  Saul  said.  There  shall  not  a  man  be  put  to  death  this  d»J' 
for  to-day  the  Lord  hath  wrought  salvation  in  Israel. 

14  Then  said  Samuel  to  the  people.  Come,  and  let  us  go  to  Gilg«!» 
and  renew  the  kingdom  there. 

15  And  all  the  people  went  to  Gilgal;  and  there  they  made  Saul 
king  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal ;  and  there  they  sacrificed  sacrifices 
of  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord  ;  and  there  Saul  and  all  the  men  of 
Israel  rejoiced  greatly, 

Cdapter  12 

1  Samuel  testifidh  hU  inUgnty.    6  He  reproveth  the  people  of  ingratUude,    10  He  terrifttA  A&m  wOk  ikuMM^^ 
in  harvest  time.    20  He  comforteth  them  in  OotTt  mercy. 

ND  Samuel  said  unto  all  Israel,  Behold,  I  have  hearkene*^ 
unto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  said  unto  me,  and  have  made  ^^ 
king  over  you. 

2  And  now,  behold,  the  king  walketh  before  you:  and  I  am  old  anc^^ 
gray-headed;  and,  behold,  my  sons  are  with  you:  and  I  have  walke(K^ 
before  you  from  my  childhood  unto  this  day.  ^^ 

3  Behold,  here  I  am:  witness  against  me  before  the  Lord,  anJ^ 
before  his  anointed :  whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whose  ass  have  C^ 
taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom  have  I  oppressed  ?  or  of  whose^ 
hand  have  I  received  any  bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes  therewith?  and  J 
I  w411  restore  it  vou. 

4  And  they  said.  Thou  hast  not  defrauded  us,  nor  oppressed  us, 
neither  hast  thou  taken  aught  of  any  man's  hand. 

5  And  he  said  unto  them.  The  Lord  is  witness  against  you,  and 
his  anointed  is  witness  this  day,  that  ye  have  not  found  aught  in  my 
hand.     And  they  answered.  He  is  witness. 
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L\  POSSESSIO.V  OK  THE  CORPORATION  OK  LIVERPOOL. 

"And  thv  Lord^  of  the  PhiiUtines  came  up  unto  htr^ 
ami  ftaid  unto  her,  Entiev  him,  atid  see  wherein  hui  gnat 
strength  lieth."' — Jud.,  10,  i"*. 

HOW  shall  mere  strength  prosper  without  wisdom  ? 
There  arose  at  last  a  woman  of  the  Philistinea 
able  to  lure  Samson  to  destruction.  Her  name 
was  Delilah,  and  she  dwelled  in  the  valley  of  Sordc,  not 
far  from  Samson*s  native  home.  When  the  huge  Israelite 
wooed  her,  she  answered  him  with  i^ily  words,  as  onoe  his 
wife  had  done.  If  he  really  loved  her,  he  would  tell  her 
all  his  secrets,  the  secret  of  his  strength. 

At  first  Samson  was  as  wily  as  she.  He  pretended  to 
tell  her  whence  his  strength  arose,  but  told  her  falsdj. 
If  bound  niith  new  green  withs,  he  said,  he  would  be 
helpless.  So  Delilah,  waiting  till  he  was  asleep,  tied 
him  \(ith  the  supposedly  magic  bonds  and  called  his 
enemies  into  the  room.  Then  she  cried  in  triumph  "The 
Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson!'* 

*' And  he  brake  the  withs,  as  a  thread  of  tow  is  broken 
when  it  toucheth  the  fire." 

Three  times  she  tricked  him  thus  in  vain,  till  at  last 
he  \ielded  and  told  her  in  very  truth  the  secret  of  bis 
strength.  It  lay  in  his  long  hair.  So  Delilah  cut  this  off 
and  then  again  summoned  his  enemies. 
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\  Tf  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  It  is  the  Lord  that  advanced 
ftses  and  Aaron,  and  that  brought  your  fathers  up  out  of  the  land 
Egypt. 

Now  therefore  stand  still,  that  I  may  reason  with  you  before  the 
RD  of  all  the  righteous  acts  of  the  Lord,  which  he  did  to  you  and 
y'our  fathers, 
t  When  Jacob  was  come  into  Egypt,  and  your  fathers  cried  unto 

Lord,  then  the  Lord  sent  Moses  and  Aaron,  which  brought 
th  your  fathers  out  of  Egypt,  and  made  them  dwell  in  this  place. 
^  And  when  they  forgat  tlie  Lord  their  God,  he  sold  them  into 

hand  of  Sisera,  captain  of  the  host  of  Hazor,  and  into  the  hand  of 

Philistines,  and  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Moab,  and  they 
ght  against  them. 

.0  And  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  \Vc  have  sinned, 
rause  we  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  and  have  served  Baalim  and 
itaroth:  but  now  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  and 
will  serve  thee. 

.1  And  the  Lord  sent  Jerubbaal,  and  Bedan,  and  Jephthah,  and 
nuel,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  your  enenues  on  every 
B,  and  ye  dwelled  safe. 

12  And  when  ye  saw  that  Nahash  the  king  of  the  children  of 
mion  came  against  you,  ye  said  unto  me,  T>^ay;  but  a  king  shall 
rn.  over  us :  when  the  Lord  your  God  teas  your  king. 
[S  Now  therefore  behold  the  king  whom  ye  have  chosen,  ar?^  whom 
have  desired!  and,  behold,  the  Lord  hath  set  a  king  over  you. 
[4  If  ye  will  fear  the  I^ord,  and  serve  him,  and  ol)cy  his  voice,  and 
;  rebel  against  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  then  shall  both  ye 
i  also  the  king  that  reigneth  over  you  continue  following  the  Lord 
ir  God: 

[5  But  if  ye  w^ill  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  rebel  against 
!  commandment  of  the  Lord,  then  shall  the  hand  of  the  Lord  be 
linst  you,  as  it  was  against  your  fathers. 

16  If  Now  therefore  stand  and  see  this  great  thing,  which  the  Lord 
1  do  before  your  eyes. 

17  Is  it  not  wheat  harvest  to-day  ?  I  will  call  unto  the  Lord,  and 
shall  send  thunder  and  rain ;  that  ye  may  perceive  and  see  that  your 
i^kedness  is  great,  which  ye  have  done  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  ir 
dng  you  a  king. 

18  Bo  Samuel  called  unto  the  Lord;  and  the  Lord  sent  thunder 
i  rain  that  day:  and  all  the  people  greatly  feared  the  Lord  and 
muel. 

19  And  all  the  people  said  unto  Samuel,  Pray  for  thy  servants  unto 
5  Lord  thy  God,  that  we  die  not:  for  we  have  added  unto  all  our 
s  this  evil,  to  ask  us  a  king. 

eO  Tf  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  Fear  not:  ye  have  done  all 
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this  wickedness :  yet  turn  not  aside  from  following  the  Lord,  but  serve 
the  Lord  with  all  your  heart; 

21  And  turn  ye  not  aside:  for  tlien  should  ye  go  after  vain  things 
which  cannot  profit  nor  deliver;  for  they  are  vain. 

22  For  the  Lord  will  not  forsake  his  people  for  his  great  name's 
sake:  because  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to  make  you  his  people. 

23  ]Moreover  as  for  me,  God  forbid  that  I  should  sin  against  the 
Lord  in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you:  but  I  will  teach  you  the  good  anc 
the  right  way: 

24  Only  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in  truth  with  all  your  heart 
for  consider  how  great  things  he  hath  done  for  you. 

25  But  if  ye  shall  still  do  wickedly,  ye  shall  be  consumed,  both  yi 
and  your  king. 

Chapter  13 

1  Saul' 8  9eiecied  band.  3  He  calMh  the  Hebrewi  to  Gilf/al  againd  the  PhUiMine^,  whose  garrison  Jonathan  hm 
tmitten.  5  The  PhilisiineM'  great  host.  6  7***  ditireae  of  the  larnelites.  8  SmU,  weary  of  etajring  for  Samur 
mcrificeth.  11  Samuel  reproveth  him.  17  The  three  spoiling  bands  of  the  Philistines.  19  The  policy  of  tk 
Philistines,  to  suffer  no  smith  in  Israel. 

AUL  reigned  one  year;  and  when  he  had  reigned  two  year 
over  Israel, 

2  Saul  chose  him  three  thousand  men  of  Israel;  wherea 

two  thousand  were  with  Saul  in  Michmash  and  in  mount  Beth-e. 
and  a  thousand  were  with  Jonathan  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin:  and  tl^ 
rest  of  the  people  he  sent  every  man  to  his  tent. 

3  And  Jonathan  smote  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  that  ^cas  i 
Geba,  and  the  Philistines  heard  of  it     And  Saul  blew  the  trumpe 
throughout  all  the  land,  sa^ang.  Let  the  Hebrews  hear. 

4  And  all  Israel  heard  say  that  Saul  had  smitten  a  garrison  of  tt 
Philistines,  and  that  Israel  also  was  had  in  abomination  with  tt: 
Philistines.  And  the  people  were  called  together  after  Saul  I 
Gilgal. 

5  1  And  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together  to  fight  vdt^ 
Israel,  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thousand  horsemen,  an< 
people  as  tne  sand  which  is  on  the  sea-shore  in  multitude:  and 
they  came  up,  and  pitched  in  Michmash,  eastward  from  Beth- 
aven. 

6  When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a  strait,  (for  the 
people  were  distressed,)  then  the  people  did  hide  themselves  in  caves, 
and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in  nigh  places,  and  in  pits. 

7  And  some  of  the  Hebrews  went  over  Jordan  to  the  land  of  Gad 
and  Gilead.  As  for  Saul,  he  was  yet  in  Gilgal,  and  all  the  people 
followed  him  trembling. 

8  1  And  he  tarried  seven  days  according  to  the  set  time  that  Samue 
had  appointed:  but  Samuel  came  not  to  Gilgal;  and  the  people  weri 
scattered  from  him. 
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BT  LEON  GLAIZE,  A  CONTEMPORARY  FRENCH  ABmrT. 

BORN  IN  PARIS,   1842. 
+ 

"And  she  said^  The  PhUisHnes  be  upon  thee^  Sam$on.** — 
Jud.,  16, 20. 

SUCH  is  the  weakness  and  foUy  of  man  that  despite 
all  Delilah's  proven  and  repeated  treadiery  Samson 
had  at  length  placed  himself  reallj  in  her  power.  BSs 
strength  did  indeed  lie  in  his  wonderful  long  lodes  of  hair. 
By  command  of  the  angel,  given  before  his  birth,  he  had 
been  dedicated  to  God.  He  had  become  what  was  caDed 
a  Nazarite,  and  one  of  the  vows  imposed  upon  him  had 
been  that  he  would  never  let  a  razor  or  other  blade  cat  off 
his  hair.  If  shorn  of  the  glory  of  his  lodes,  he  would  be 
shorn  also  of  his  physical  glory. 

So  when  for  the  fourth  and  final  time  Delilah  raised  her 
eager  cry,  ^*The  Philistines  be  upon  thee!"  there  was  no 
escape  for  the  foolish  giant.  He  had  betrayed  God*8 
trust  as  well  as  man's;  he  was  helpless  among  his  enemies. 

Eagerly  they  bound  and  dragged  him  forth;  and,  as  the 
artist  here  conceives  the  scene,  they  must  have  haled  the 
raging,  despairing  Samson  through  the  streets,  with 
Delilah  perchance  peeping  after  them  through  the  window* 
already  half  regretful  at  the  loss  of  her  lover. 
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®  And  Saul  said.  Bring  hither  a  burnt  offering  to  me,  and  peace 
^"^^ngs.     And  he  offered  the  burnt  offering. 

^^  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  offer- 
^  the  burnt  offering,  behold,  Samuel  came;  and  Saul  went  out  to 
^^^t  him,  that  he  might  salute  him. 

1 1  ^  And  Samuel  said,  What  hast  thou  done  ?  And  Saul  said, 
^Cause  I  saw  the  people  were  scattered  from  me,  and  that  thou  camest 
^t  within  the  days  appointed,  and  that  the  Philistines  gathered 
^rnselves  together  at  Michmash; 

X2  Therefore  said  I,  The  Philistines  will  come  down  now  upon  me 

Gilgal,  and  I  have  not  made  supplication  unto  the  Lord:  1  forced 
yself  therefore,  and  offered  a  burnt  offering. 

T3  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Thou  hast  done  foolishly:  thou  hast 
►t  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  he  com- 
Eiriided  thee:  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  established  thy  kingdom 
>on  Israel  for  ever.  ^ 

14  But  now  thy  kingdom  shall  not  continue:  the  Lord  hath  sought 
xia  a  man  after  his  own  heart,  and  the  Lord  hath  commanded  him 
be  captain  over  his  people,  because  thou  hast  not  kept  that  which 
^^  Lord  commanded  thee. 

15  And  Samuel  arose,  and  gat  him  up  from  Gilgal  unto  Gibeah  of 
^njamin.  And  Saul  numbered  the  people  that  were  present  with 
.  :»Ti,  about  six  hundred  men. 

16  And  Saul,  and  Jonathan  his  son,  and  the  people  that  were 
^^sent  with  them,  abode  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin:  but  tlie  Philistines 
Xcarnped  in  Michmash. 

17  Tl  And  the  spoilers  came  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philistines  in 
i^oree  companies:  one  company  turned  unto  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
^;phrah,  unto  the  land  of  Shual: 

18  And  another  company  turned  the  way  to  Beth-horon:  and 
c^other  company  turned  to  the  way  of  the  border  that  looketh  to  the 
^ley  of  Zeboim  toward  the  wilderness. 

19  ^  Now  there  was  no  smith  found  throughout  all  the  land  of 
*rael:  for  the  Philistines  said.  Lest  the  Hebrews  make  tliem  swords 
^  spears : 

20  But  all  the  Israelites  went  down  to  the  Philistines,  to  sharpen 
>rery  man  his  share,  and  his  coulter,  and  his  axe,  and  his  mattock. 

21  Yet  they  had  a  file  for  the  mattocks,  and  for  the  coulters,  and 
^r  the  forks,  and  for  the  axes,  and  to  shaq^en  the  goads. 

22  So  it  came  to  pass  in  the  day  of  battle,  that  there  was  neither 
iirord  nor  spear  found  in  the  hand  of  anv  of  the  people  that  2vere  with 
^aul  and  Jonathan:  but  with  Saul  and  with  Jonathan  his  son  was 
there  found. 

23  And  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  went  out  to  the  passage  of 
Michmash. 
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Cbapter  14 

1  Jonathan,  unwitting  to  his  father,  the  priest,  or  the  people,  goeth  and  miraetUouriy  tmittth  the  PkUiaiines* ,  

15  A  divine  terror  maketh  them  beat  themselves.     17  Saul,  nut  staying  the  priest's  answer,  settdk  on  them.     21  The 

captivated  Hebrews,  and  the  hidden  Israelites,  join  against  them.     24  Saul's  unadvised  adjuration  hindereth  tke 

victory.     32  He  restraineth  the  people  from  eating  Mood.     35  He  buildeth  an  altar.     36  Jortathan,  ttUsen  by  U, 
U  saved  by  the  people.     47  SauTs  xrength  and  family. 

OW  it  came  to  pass  upon  a  day,  that  Jonathan  the  son       of 
Saul  said  unto  tne  young  man  that  bare  his  armour,  Comzie, 
I  and  let  us  go  over  to  the  Philistines'  garrison,  that  w  on  t:  lie 
other  side.     But  he  told  not  his  father. 

2  And  Saul  tarried  in  the  uttermost  part  of  Gibeah  under  a  poaz^e- 
granate-tree  which  is  in  Migron:  and  the  people  that  v^ere  witn  Liim 
were  about  six  hundred  men; 

3  And  Ahiah,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  Ichabod's  brother,  the  son  of 
Phiaehas,  the  son  of  Eli,  the  Lord's  priest  in  Shiloh,  wearing  «ii 
ephod.     And  the  people  knew  not  that  Jonathan  was  gone. 

4  ^  And  between  the  passages,  by  which  Jonathan  sought  to  go 
over  unto  the  Philistines'  garrison,  there  loas  a  sharp  rock  on  the  one 
side,  and  a  sharp  rock  on  the  other  side:  and  the  name  of  the  one  ^ 
Bozez,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Seneh. 

5  The  forefront  of  the  one   was  situate  northward  over  agaii 
Michmash,  and  the  other  southward  over  aofainst  Gibeah. 

6  And  Jonathan  said  to  the  young  man  that  bare  his  armour.  Come, 
and  let  us  go  over  imto  the  garrison  of  these  uncircumcised :  it  may 
be  that  the  Lord  will  work  for  us:  for  there  is  no  restraint  to  the 
Lord  to  save  by  manv  or  l>y  few. 

7  And  his  armourl>earer  said  unto  him.  Do  all  that  is  in  thine 
heart:  turn  thee:  l)ehoId,  I  am  with  thee  according  to  thy  heart. 

8  Then  said  Jonathan,  Behold,  we  will  pass  over  unto  these  men, 
and  we  will  discover  ourselves  unto  them. 

9  If  thev  say  thus  unto  us,  Tarrv  until  we  come  to  you;  then  we 
will  stand  still  in  our  place,  and  will  not  go  up  unto  them. 

10  But  if  they  say  thus.  Come  up  unto  us;  then  we  will  go  up:  for 
the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  our  hand:  and  this  shaUbe  a  sign 
unto  us. 

11  And  both  of  them  discovered  themselves  unto  the  garrison  of 
the  Philistines:  and  the  Philistines  said.  Behold,  the  Hebrews  come 
forth  out  of  the  holes  where  thev  had  hid  themselves. 

12  And  the  men  of  the  garrison  answered  Jonathan  and  his  armour- 
bearer,  and  said.  Come  up  to  us,  and  we  will  shew  you  a  thing.  And 
Jonathan  said  unto  his  armourbearer.  Come  up  after  me:  for  the 
Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel. 

13  And  Jonathan  climl)ed  up  upon  his  hands  and  upon  his  feet, 
and  his  armourbearer  after  him:  and  they  fell  before  Jonathan;  and 
his  armourbearer  slew  after  him. 

14  And  that  first  slaughter,  which  Jonathan  and  his  armour- 
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AFTER  A  MODERN  PAINTING  BT  F.  VABARRI. 


**And  he  did  grind  in  the  prison  house** — Jud.^  16^  21. 

WHEN  by  DeUkh's  treachery  Samaon  WM  at  length 
taken  prisoner,  the  Philistines  made  his  cap- 
ture the  occasion  of  a  great  national  rejoidng. 
*'For  they  said.  Our  god  hath  delivered  into  our  hands 
our  enemy,  and  the  destroyer  of  our  country,  which  slew 
many  of  us."  They  did  not  kill  their  prisoner;  for  that 
would  have  been  to  shorten  their  own  triumph.  They 
''put  out  his  eyes."  Then  they  brought  the  disgraced, 
exhausted,  and  blinded  giant  down  to  Gaza,  their  diief 
city.  Here  he  was  cast  into  prison,  bound  *'with  fetters 
of  brass*'  and  compelled  to  toil  as  a  slave  in  the  prison 
house.  He  was  put  to  the  work  for  which  asses  or  oxen  were 
usually  employed,  dragging  wearily  round  and  round  in  an 
endless  circle  to  turn  one  huge  millstone  upon  another 
in  grinding  grain. 

Legend  tells  us  of  his  life  amid  this  misery,  jeered  at 
and  tormented  by  the  Philistines,  Nisi  ted  and  mourned 
with  by  his  aged  father,  Manoah.  It  tells  also  of  Delilah's 
remorse  and  of  her  grief  for  her  lover's  sorrow.  But  of 
such  matters  the  Bible  makes  no  mention;  having  told 
sternly  of  Samson*s  folly,  it  leaves  us  to  imagine 
his  suffering,  and  his  heartbreak, 
and  his  shame. 
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WP  made,  was  about  twenty  men,  within  as  it  were  an  half  acre 
ind,  which  a  yoke  of  oxen  might  plow. 

i  And  there  was  trembling  in  the  host,  in  the  field,  and  among 
he  people:  the  garrison,  and  the  spoilers,  they  also  trembled,  and 
sarth  quaked:  so  it  was  a  very  great  trembling. 
J  And  the  watchmen  of  Saul  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin  looked;  and,  ' 
>ld,  the  multitude  melted  away,  and  they  went  on  beating  down 
anoUier. 

f  Then  said  Saul  unto  the  people  that  were  with  him.  Number 
,  and  see  who  is  gone  from  us.     And  when  they  had  numbered, 
>ld,  Jonathan  ana  his  armourbearer  were  not  there. 
i  And  Saul  said  unto  Ahiah,  Bring  hither  the  ark  of  God.     For 
ark  of  God  was  at  that  time  with  the  children  of  Israel. 
)  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  while  Saul  talked  unto  the  priest,  that 
noise  that  was  in  the  host  of  the  Philistines  went  on  and  increased: 
Saul  said  unto  the  priest.  Withdraw  thine  hand. 
I  And  Saul  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him  assembled  them- 
58,  and  they  came  to  tne  oattle:  and,  behold,  every  man's  sword 
i^ainst  his  fellow,  and  there  was  a  very  great  discomfiture. 
L  Moreover  the  Hebrews  that  were  with  the  Philistines  before 
time,  which  went  up  with  them  into  the  camp  from  the  country 
id  about,  even  they  also  turned  to  be  with  the  Israelites  that  were 
.  Saul  and  Jonathan. 

5  Likewise  all  the  men  of  Israel  which  had  hid  themselves  in 
nt  Ephraim,  when  they  heard  that  the  Philistines  fled,  even  they 
followed  hard  after  them  in  the  battle. 

I  So  the  Lord  saved  Israel  that  day:  and  the  battle  passed  over 
I  Beth-aven. 

b  ^  And  the  men  of  Israel  were  distressed  that  day :  for  Saul  had 
ired  the  people,  saying,  Cursed  be  the  man  that  eateth  any  food 
I  evening,  that  I  may  be  avenged  on  mine  enemies.  So  none  of 
people  tasted  any  food. 

i  And  all  they  of  the  land  came  to  a  wood ;  and  there  was  honey 
a  the  ground. 

J  And  when  the  people  were  come  into  the  wood,  behold,  the 
ey  dropped;  but  no  man  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth:  for  the  people 
ed  the  oath. 

r  But  Jonathan  heard  not  when  his  father  charged  the  people 
I  the  oath:  wherefore  he  put  forth  the  end  of  the  rod  that  was  in 
hand,  and  dipped  it  in  an  honeycomb,  and  put  his  hand  to  his 
ith;  and  his  eyes  were  enlightened. 

i  Then  answered  one  of  the  people,  and  said.  Thy  father  straitly 
•ged  the  people  with  an  oatn,  saying,  Cursed  be  the  man  that 
ui  any  food  tnis  day.     And  the  people  were  faint. 
t  Then  said  Jonathan,  My  father  hath  troubled  the  land:  see» 
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I  pray  you,  how  mine  eyes  have  been  enlightened,  because  I  tast^^<i 

a  little  of  this  honev. 


30  How  much  more,  if  haply  the  people  had  eaten  freely  to-d 
of  the  spoil  of  their  enemies  which  they  found  ?  for  had  there  not " 
now  a  much  greater  slaughter  among  the  Philistines  ? 

31  And  thev  smote  the  Philistines  that  day  from  Michmash 
Aijalon:  and  tlie  people  were  verv  faint. 

3i  And  the  people  flew  upon  tlie  spoil,  and  took  sheep,  and  oxe 
and  calves,  ana  slew  them  on  the  ground:  and  the  people  did  eat  th^r^^ 
with  the  blood. 

33  %  Then  they  told  Saul,  saying.  Behold,  the  people  sin  againss-*^ 
the  Lord,  in  that  thev  eat  with  the  blood.  And  he  said.  Ye  hav*^  ^ 
transgressed:  roll  a  great  stone  unto  me  this  day.  ^ 

34  And  Saul  said,  Dis]>erse  yourselves  among  the  people,  and  saj^t^^^ 
unto  them.  Bring  me  hither  ever}'  man  his  ox,  and  every  man  hi^^^jj) 
sheep,  and  slay  ihcjn  here,  and  eat;  and  sin  not  against  the  Lord^-^^^^^ 
in  eating  with  the  blood.     And  all  the  people  brought  every  man  his   ^"^ 
ox  with  him  that  night,  and  slew  them  there. 

35  And  Saul  Iniilt  an  altar  unto  the  Lord:  the  same  was  the  first 
altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord.  ^l 

36  ^  And  Saul  said.  Let  us  go  down  after  the  Philistines  by  night,        *     j 
and  spoil  them  until  the  morning  light,  and  let  us  not  leave  a  man        ^L 
of  them.     And  they  said.  Do  whatsoever  seemeth  good  unto  thee. 
Then  said  the  priest,  Let  us  draw  near  hither  unto  God. 

37  And  Saul  asked  counsel  of  God,  Shall  I  go  down  after  the         ^ 
Philistines.^  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel.^     But         ^ 
he  answered  him  not  that  day. 

38  And  Saul  said.  Draw  ve  near  hither,  all  the  chief  of  the  people:  ^  ^ 
and  know  and  see  wherein  t^iis  sin  hath  been  this  day. 

39  For  as  the  Lord  liveth,  which  saveth  Israel,  though  it  be  in 
Jonathan  mv  son,  he  shall  surelv  die.  But  there  was  not  a  man 
among  all  the  people  that  answered  him. 

40  Then  said  he  unto  all  Israel,  Be  ve  on  one  side,  and  I  and  -t>fi 
Jonathan  my  son  will  Ije  on  the  other  side.  And  the  people  said  unto  ^i:^^ 
Saul,  Do  what  seemeth  good  unto  thee. 

41  Therefore  Saul  said  unto  the  Ix)rd  God  of  Israel,  Give  a  per-  — t- 
feet  /o/.*     And  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  taken:  but  the  people  escaped.  —  -B- 

42  And  Saul  said.  Cast  lots  between  me  and  Jonathan  my  son. tKi. 

And  Jonathan  was  taken. 

43  Then  Saul  said  to  Jonathan,  Tell  me  what  thou  hast  done*  -^^ 

And  Jonathan  told  him,  and  said,  I  did  but  taste  a  little  honey  witlf • 

the  end  of  the  rod  that  was  in  mine  hand,  and,  lo,  I  must  die. 

44  And  Saul  answered,  God  do  so  and  more  also:  for  thou  shal 
surely  die,  Jonathan. 

>Tbe  phrase  "^ve  a  perfect  lot "  might  also  be  translated.  "Show  the  right.** 
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FROM  THE  SERIES  BY  JULIUS  STHNORR. 

'*And  he  bowed  himself  with  aU  his  mighC'-^ud.,  16,  SO. 

SAMSON*S  death  was  as  stupendous  as  his  life. 
Gradually  during  his  imprisonment  his  hair  grew 
again,  also  his  heart  was  purged  of  its  folly  and  its 
sin;  so  his  strength  began  to  return  to  him.  Then  came 
a  day  when  the  people  of  Gaza  gathered  in  their  great 
temple  to  rejoice  over  their  enemy's  doi/^iifall.  He  was 
brought  forth  from  his  prison  in  fetters,  and  was  [^aoed 
in  the  huge  hall  between  two  mighty  central  pillars,  which 
upheld  the  building. 

Samson  felt  that  his  chance  was  come.  He  prayed 
earnestly  to  God,  "O  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray 
thee,  and  strengthen  me,  I  pray  thee,  only  this  once,  O 
God,  that  I  may  be  at  once  avenged  of  the  Philistines  for 
my  two  eyes."  At  that  his  strength  came  back  to  him 
with  a  rush.  Seizing  the  heavy  columns  on  either  side,  he 
bent  them  earthward.  They  bowed  and  came  crashing 
down.  The  entire  building  fell  thundering  after  them 
into  ruins;  and  with  it  fell  the  merrymaking  Philistines. 
In  addition  to  the  people  within  the  temple,  there  were 
three  thousand  on  the  roof,  and  all  the  land's  chief  lords. 
"So  the  dead  which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than 
thev  which  he  slew  in  his  life."  Thus  in  fierce  and  bitter 
vengeance  died  the  last  of  those  warlike  champions  who 
had  ruled  Israel  as  **  judges.'* 


^ 
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nd  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath 
t  this  great  salvation  in  Israel  ?  God  forbid :  as  the  Lord 
there  shall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground:  for  he 
nought  with  God  this  day.     So  the  people  rescued  Jonathan^ 

died  not. 

'hen  Saul  went  up  from  following  the  Philistines:  and  the 
nes  went  to  their  own  place. 

So  Saul  took  the  kingdom  over  Israel,  and  fought  against  all 
mies  on  every  side,  against  Moab,  and  against  the  cliildren 
non,  and  against  Edom,  and  against  the  kings  of  Zobah,  and 

the  Philistines:   and   whithersoever   he   turned   himself,   he 
hem. 

nd  he  gathered  an  host,  and  smote  the  Amalekites,  and  de- 
Israel  out  of  the  hands  of  them  that  spoiled  them. 
Tow  the  sons  of  Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  Ishui,  and  Melchi- 
jid  the  names  of  his  two  daughters  were  these;  the  name  of  the 
n  Merab,  and  the  name  of  the  younger  Michal: 
.nd  the  name  of  Saul's  wife  ivas  Aninoam,  the  daughter  of 
%z:  and  the  name  of  the  captain  of  his  host  was  Abner,  the 
Ner,  Saul's  uncle. 

.nd  Kish  was  the  father  of  Saul ;  and  Ner,  the  father  of  Abner, 
*  son  of  Abiel. 

Lnd  there  was  sore  war  against  the  Philistines  all  the  days  of 
ind  when  Saul  saw  any  strong  man,  or  any  valiant  man,  he 
m  unto  him. 

Cljapter  15 

mdeth  SaiU  to  destroy  Amalck.     6  Saul  favmireih  the  Kenftes.     8  He  spareth  Agag  and  the  best  of  the 
Samuel  denounceth  unto  Saul,  commending  and  excusing  himself.  GocTs  rejection  of  him  for  his  dia- 
24  Saul's  humiliation.     32  Samuel  killeth  Agag.     34  Samuel  and  Saul  jnirt. 

AMUEI^  also  said  unto  Saul,  The  Lord  sent  me  to  anoint 

thee  to  be  king  over  his  people,  over  Israel:  now  therefore 

hearken  thou  unto  the  voice  of  the  words  of  the  Lord. 

lus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  remember  that  which  Amalek 

Israel,  how  he  laid  wait  for  him  in  the  way,  when  he  came  up 

3W  go  and  smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy  all  that  they  have 
are  them  not;  but  slav  both  man  and  woman,  infant  ana  suck- 
:  and  sheep,  camel  and  ass. 

id  Saul  gathered  the  people  together,  and  numbered  them  in 
I,  two  hundred  thousand  footmen,  and  ten  thousand  men  of 

id   Saul   came  to  a   city  of  Amalek,  and  laid  wait  in   the 

And  Saul  said  unto  the  Kenites,  Go,  depart,  get  you  down  trom 
the  Amalekites,  lest  I  destroy  you  with  them:  for  ye  shewed 
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kindness  to  all  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they  came  up  out  of 
Egypt.     So  the  Kenites  departed  from  among  the  Amalekit^. 

7  And  Saul  smote  the  Amalekites  from  Havilah  urdil  thou  comest 
to  Shur,  that  is  over  against  Egypt. 

8  And  he  took  Agag  the  king  of  the  Amalekites  alive,  and  utterly 
destroyed  all  the  people  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

9  But  Saul  and  the  people  spared  Agag,  and  the  best  of  the  sheep^ 
and  of  the  oxen,  and  oi  the  fatlings,  and  the  lambs,  and  all  thai  wcls 
good,  and  would  not  utterly  destroy  them:  but  every  thing  that  was 
vile  and  refuse,  that  they  destroyed  utterly. 

10  ^  Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel,  saying, 

11  It  ref>enteth  me  that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king:  for  he  is 
turned  back  from  following  me,  and  hath  not  f>erformea  my  com- 
mandments. And  it  grieved  Samuel;  and  he  cried  unto  the  LoRi> 
all  night. 

12  And  when  Samuel  rose  early  to  meet  Saul  in  the  morning,  it 
was  told  Samuel,  saWng,  Saul  came  to  Carmel,  and,  behold,  he  set 
him  up  a  place,*  and  is  gone  about,  and  passed  on,  and  gone  down 
to  Gilgal. 

13  And  Samuel  came  to  Saul;  and  Saul  said  unto  him.  Blessed 
be  thou  of  the  Lord  :  I  have  f>erformed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord. 

14  And  Samuel  said.  What  meaiieth  then  this  bleating  of  the  sheep 
in  mine  ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear  ? 

15  And  Saul  said,  they  nave  brought  them  from  the  Amalekites: 
for  the  f>eople  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  oxen,  to  sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  the  rest  we  have  utterly  destroyed. 

16  Then  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  Stay,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what 
the  Lord  hath  said  to  me  this  night.     And  he  said  unto  him.  Say  on^ 

17  And  Samuel  said,  When  thou  icast  little  in  thine  own  sight,. 
wast  thou  not  Toade  the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  Lord 
anointed  thee  king  over  Israel  ? 

18  And  the  Lord  sent  thee  on  a  journey,  and  said.  Go  and  utterly 
destroy  the  sinners  the  Amalekites,  and  fight  against  them  until  they 
be  consumed. 

19  Wherefore  then  didst  thou  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but 
didst  fly  upon  the  spoil,  and  didst  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ? 

20  And  Saul  saia  unto  Samuel,  Yea,  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  and  have  gone  the  way  which  the  Lord  sent  me,  and  have 
brought  Agag  the  king  of  Amalek,  and  have  utterly  destroyed  the 
Amalekites. 

21  But  the  people  took  of  the  spoil,  sheep  and  oxen,  the  chief  of 
the  things  which  snould  have  been  utterly  destroyed,  to  sacrifice  unto 
the  Lord  thy  God  in  Gilgal. 

22  And  Samuel  said.  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offer- 

iTbe  Revised  Venioo  s^yg  **moauiDeQt"  instead  of  ''place." 
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^*And  these  went  into  M leak's  house,  and  fetched  the 
carven  image,  the  ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and  the  molten 
image.  Then  said  the  priest  unto  them.  What  do  y^f  "^» 
Jud..  18,  IS, 

AT  THE  end  of  the  Book  of  Judges  there  are  two 
stories  which  chronologically  seem  to  belong  to  the 
earlier  portion  of  the  book,  the  first  days  of  Israel's 
power  and  victor}'.  They  illustrate  the  rapid  degeneracy 
of  the  people,  the  falling  away  from  the  high  faith  of 
Moses  and  Joshua.  The  first  stor}'  tells  of  the  migration 
of  six*  hundred  men  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  who,  finding  the 
conquest  of  the  plains  of  Philistia  too  difficult,  wandered 
to  the  extreme  north  of  Palestine,  and  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  ancient  city  of  Laish,  renaming  it  Dan. 

While  on  their  march  these  men  stumbled  on  the  home 
of  an  Ephraimite  named  Micah.  He  had  idols  of  silver 
made  into  the  fonn  of  men  and  animals;  for  already  the 
worship  of  such  false  gods  had  revived.  Micah  had  even 
employed  a  priest  for  tliese  idols,  a  Invite;  and  this  priest* 
so  wholly  ignorant  of  the  true  teachings  of  God,  seems  to 
have  been  actually  a  grandson  of  the  great  Moses,  the 
lawgiver.  This  astonishingly  degenerate  «crandson  pre- 
ferred l)eini::j  priest  for  a  tribe  rather  than  for  a  single 
household,  so  after  verj*  little  protest  he  aided  the  men  of 
Dan  in  stealing  Micah's  gods.  The  plunderers  beat  down 
all  op(>o.sition  and.  in  high  glee  at  getting  gods  so  cheaply* 
bore  off  the  silver  idols  to  l)e  set  up  and 
worshipped  in  their  new  city. 
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logs  and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?    Behold,, 
to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams. 
^  28  Pot  rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stubbornness  is  as 
iniquity  and  idolatry.     Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  he  hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  king. 

24  %  And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  I  have  sinned:  for  I  have  trans- 
gressed the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  thy  words:  because  I 
feared  the  people,  and  obeyed  their  voice. 

25  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  pardon  my  sin,  and  turn  again  witk 
fiie,  that  I  may  worship  the  Lord. 

26  And  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  I  will  not  return  A\ith  thee:  for 
thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  rejected 
tlxee  from  being  king  over  Israel. 

27  And  as  Samuel  turned  about  to  go  away,  he  laid  hold  upon  the 
slcirt  of  his  mantle,  and  it  rent. 

28  And  Samuel  said  unto  him.  The  Lord  hath  rent  the  kingdom 
Israel  from  thee  this  day,  and  hath  given  it  to  a  neighbour  of  thine^ 

at  is  better  than  thou. 

29  And  also  the  Strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie  nor  repent:  for  he  is 
"*^ot  a  man,  that  he  should  repent. 

30  Then  he  said,  I  have  sinned:  yet  honour  me  now,  I  pray  thee,. 
t>cfore  the  elders  of  my  y>eople,  and  before  Israel,  and  turn  agam  with. 
^      ,  that  I  may  worship  the  Lord  thy  God. 

31  So  Samuel  turned  again  after  Saul;  and  Saul  worshipped  the 
:>BD. 

32  ^  Then  said  Samuel,  Bring  ye  hither  to  me  Agag  the  king  of 
*fc^  Amalekites.     And  Agag  came  unto  him  delicately.     And  Agag 

\  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past. 

53  And  Samuel  said,  As  thy  sword  hath  made  women  childless, 
shall  thy  mother  be  childless  among  women.  And  Samuel  hewed 
ag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal. 

54  ^  Then  Samuel  went  to  Ramah;  and  Saul  went  up  to  his  house 
Gibeah  of  Saul. 

35  And  Samuel  came  no  more  to  see  Saul  until  the  day  of  his  death: 
vertheless  Samuel  mourned  for  Saul:  and  the  Lord  repented  that 
had  made  Saul  king  over  Israel. 


Cljapter  16 

.J^amud,  tent  bvOod,  under  pretence  of  a  8am' fire,  comcth  to  licth-Iehem.    6  Uia  humcm  judgment  is  reproved,- 
^  He  anoMeUi  David,     15  SatU  sendeih  for  David  to  quiet  his  evil  spirU. 

ND  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  How  long  wilt  thou  mourn  for 
Saul,  seeing  I  have  rejected  him  from  reigning  over  Israel? 

fill  thine  horn  with  oil,  and  go;  I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the 

i-lehemite :  f or  I  have  provided  me  a  king  among  his  sons. 
2  And  Samuel  said,  How  can  I  go  ?  if  Saul  hear  it,  he  wU  kill  me.- 
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And  the  Lord  said,  Take  an  heifer  with  thee,  and  say,  I  am  come 
to  sacrifice  to  the  Lord. 

3  x\nd  call  Jesse  to  the  sacrifice,  and  I  w411  shew  thee  what  thou 
shalt  do:  and  thou  shalt  anoint  unto  me  him  whom  I  name  unto 
thee. 

4  And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord  spake,  and  came  to  Beth- 
lehem. And  the  elders  of  the  town  trenjblea  at  his  coming,  and  said, 
Comest  thou  peaceably  ? 

5  And  he  said.  Peaceably:  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord: 
sanctify  yourselves,  and  come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice.  And  he  sanc- 
tified Jesse  and  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the  sacrifice. 

6  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he  looked  oo- 
Eliab,  and  said.  Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is  before  him. 

7  But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Look  not  on  his  countenancer  -» 
or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  because  I  have  refused  him:  for  th-^^ 
LORD  seeth  not  as  man  seetli;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  a 
pearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart. 

8  Then  Jesse  called  Abinadab,  and  made  liim  pass  before  Samuel 
And  he  said,  Neither  hath  the  Lord  chosen  this. 

9  Then  Jesse  made  Shammah  to  pass  by.  And  he  said,  Neithe 
hath  the  Lord  chosen  this. 

10  Again,  Jesse  made  seven  of  his  sons  to  pass  before  SamueL 
And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  The  Lord  hath  not  chosen  these. 

11  And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  Are  here  all  thy  children.^     

he  said.  There  remaineth  yet   the  youngest,  and,  liehold,  he  keepetta:^^ 
the  sheep.     And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  Send  and  fetch  him:  for  w 
will  not  sit  down  till  he  come  hither. 

12  And  he  sent,  and  brought  him  in.  Now  he  vms  ruddy,  an 
withal  of  a  beautiful  countenance,  and  goodly  to  look  to.  And  th 
Lord  said.  Arise,  anoint  him:  for  this  isne. 

13  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  th 
midst  of  his  brethren;  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Davicfc^ 
from  that  day  forward.     So  Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to  Kamah.       ^ 

14  ^  But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  e  '^  ^ 
^irit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him. 

15  And  Saul's  servants  said  unto  him.  Behold  now,  an  evil  spiriS^ 
from  God  troubleth  thee. 

16  Let  our  lord  now  command  thy  serv^ants,  which  are  before  thee.  - 
to  seek  out  a  man,  who  is  a  cunning  player  on  an  harp:  and  it  shalE 
come  to  pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  is  upon  thee,  that  he 
shall  play  \rith  his  hand,  and  thou  shalt  be  well. 

17  And  Saul  said  unto  his  ser\'ants.  Provide  me  now  a  man  thaC^ 
<ran  play  well,  and  bring  him  to  me. 

18  Then  answered  one  of  the  servants,  and  said.  Behold,  I  have 
seen  a  son  of  Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite,  that  is  cunning  in  playing,  and 
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"  The  teaman teas  fallen  down  at  ike  door  of 

the  house ^  and  her  hands  ivere  upon  the  threshold  *  — 
Jud„  19.  S7. 


of  ttie  jRtniamittst 


YET  more  sad  than  the  ignorant  idolatiy  of  the  Dan* 
lies  is  the  story  that  closes  the  Book  of  Judges, 
shoiKnng  the  degeneracy  and  wickedness  into  which 
at  least  one  tribe  of  Israel  had  fallen.  A  priest  or  LeYite 
wedded  a  woman  of  Judah,  but  finding  her  unfaithful 
sent  her  back  to  her  father.  Later  the  Levite  repented 
of  his  anger  and  sought  his  iKife's  home  in  forgiveness. 
The  woman*s  father,  delighted  at  the  reconciliation,  feasted 
the  young  pair  joyously.  When  they  would  have  started 
on  their  journey  homeward,  the  boisterous  father  delayed 
them  again  and  yet  again,  so  that  they  finally  set  out  not 
in  the  early  morning  but  late  of  an  afternoon.  Thus 
from  their  own  folly  the  pair  were  overtaken  by  night  at 
the  Benjamite  city  of  Gibeah. 

Now  the  Benjamites  were  already  known  as  a  wild  and 
lawless  people,  so  the  Levite  was  sore  afraid.  A  stranger 
dwelling  in  the  town  gave  him  sheJter;  but  at  night  the 
Benjamites  gathered  round  the  house  threatening  the 
new-comers.  To  escape  them  the  Levite,  in  what  to  us 
would  seem  unutterable  cowardice,  thrust  out  his  wife 
among  them.  They  so  maltreated  her  that  in  the  morning 
he  and  his  host  found  the  unfortunate  woman  dead  upon 
the  doorstep. 
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ighty  valiant  man,  and  a  man  of  war,  and  prudent  in  matters,  and 
mely  person,  and  the  Lord  is  with  him. 

)  ^  \\herefore  Saul  sent  messengers  unto  Jesse,  and  said.  Send 
David  thy  son,  which  is  with  the  sheep. 

)  And  Jesse  took  an  ass  laden  with  bread,  and  a  bottle  of  wine, 
a  kid,  and  sent  them  bv  David  his  son  unto  Saul. 
I  And  David  came  to  Saul,  and  stood  before  him:  and  he  loved 
greatly;  and  he  became  his  armourbearer. 

!  And  Saul  sent  to  Jesse,  saying.  Let  David,  I  pray  thee,  stand 
•re  me;  for  he  hath  found  favour  in  my  sight. 
I  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  eim  spirit  from  God  was  upon 
I,  that  David  took  an  harp,  and  played  with  his  hand:  so  Saul 
refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit  departed  from  liim. 

Cijapter  17 

irmie«  of  the  FsraelUcs  and  Philiatinea  heinq  rcubi  to  battle .  A  Goh'alh  cometh  proudly  forth  to  chnUcnge a  combat, 
*id  gent  bv  his  father  to  visit  his  brethren,  tuketh  the  chnllengc.     28  Eliab  chidcth  him.     3l)  lU-  is  brought  to 
32  lie  tkeuvth  the  reason  of  his  confidence.     38  Without  armour ^  armed  by  faith,  he  sliTj*ih  the  giant, 
I  iaktih  notice  of  David. 

OW  the  Philistines  gathered  together  their  armies  to  battle, 
and  were  gathered  together  at  Shochoh,  which  belotweth  to 
Judah,  and  pitched  between  Shochoh  and  Azekah,  in  Ephes- 
Linim. 

And  Saul  and  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  together,  and 
hed  by  the  valley  of  Elah,^  and  set  the  battle  in  array  against  the 
istines. 

And  the  Philistines  stood  on  a  mountain  on  the  one  side,  and 
el  stood  on  a  mountain  on  the  other  side:  and  there  was  a  valley 
veen  them. 

^  And  there  went  out  a  champion  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Phil- 
les,  named  Goliath,  of  Gath,  whose  height  was  six  cubits  and 
)an.* 

And  he  had  an  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head,  and  he  was  armed 
1  a  coat  of  mail;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  five  thousand 
eels  of  brass. 

And  he  had  greaves  of  brass  upon  his  legs,  and  a  target  of  brass 
veen  his  shoulders. 

And  the  staff  of  his  spear  was  like  a  weaver's  beam;  and  liis 
ir's  head  weighed  six  hundred  shekels  of  iron:  and  one  bearing  a 
Id  went  before  him. 

And  he  stood  and  cried  unto  the  armies  of  Israel,  and  said  unto 
n.  Why  are  ye  come  out  to  set  your  battle  in  array  ?  am  not  I  a 
listine,  and  ye  servants  to  Saul  ?  choose  you  a  man  for  you,  and 
lim  come  down  to  me. 

>Th#  vmlley  of  Elah  lies  about  twdve  mfles  muthwest  of  Jerusalem,  toward  the  If edltemnean  and  the 
I  of  the  Phufstlnes.  > About  ntne  f*^i  9\x  fnchfR.  The  weight  of  the  ooat  was  probably  aboit  150  or 
ounds;  of  the  spear's  head  about  19  or  27  pounds. 
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9  If  he  be  able  to  fight  with  me,  and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we  be 
your  servants:  but  if  I  prevail  against  him,  and  kiU  him,  then  shall 
ye  be  our  servants,  and  serve  us. 

10  And  the  Philistine  said,  I  defy  the  armies  of  Israel  this  day; 
give  me  a  man  that  we  may  fight  together. 

11  When  Saul  and  all  Israel  heard  those  word^  of  the  Philistine,, 
they  were  dismayed,  and  greatly  afraid. 

12  ^  Now  Da\id  was  the  son  of  that  Ephrathite  of  Beth-lehem- 
judah,  whose  name  was  Jesse;  and  he  had  eight  sons:  and  the  man 
went  among  men  for  an  old  man  in  the  days  of  Saul.* 

13  And  the  three  eldest  sons  of  Jesse  went  and  followed  Saul  to  the 
battle:  and  the  names  of  his  three  sons  that  went  to  the  battle  were 
Eliab  the  firstborn,  and  next  unto  him  Abinadab,  and  the  third 
Shammah. 

14  And  David  wa^  the  youngest:  and  the  three  eldest  followed 
Saul. 

15  But  David  went  and  returned  from  Saul  to  feed  his  father's 
sheep  at  Beth-lehem. 

16  And  the  Philistine  drew  near  morning  and  evening,  and  pre* 
sented  himself  forty  days. 

17  And  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son.  Take  now  for  thy  brethren 
an  ephah  of  this  parched  cor/i,  and  these  ten  loaves,  and  run  to  the  ^ 
camp  to  thy  brethren; 

18  And  carrj^  these  ten  cheeses  unto  the  captain  of  their  thousand,, 
and  look  how  thy  brethren  fare,  and  take  their  pledge. 

19  Now  Saul,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  were  in  the  valley 
of  Elah,  fighting  with  the  Philistines. 

20  •[  And  David  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  left  the  sheep 
with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and  went,  as  Jesse  had  commanded  him; 
and  he  came  to  the  trench,  as  the  host  was  going  forth  to  the  fight, 
and  shouted  for  the  battle. 

21  For  Israel  and  the  Philistines  had  put  the  battle  in  array,  army 
against  army. 

22  And  David  left  his  carriage^  in  the  hand  of  the  keeper  of  the 
carriage,  and  ran  into  the  armv,  and  came  and  saluted  his  brethren. 

23  And  as  he  talked  with  tfiem,  behold,  there  came  up  the  cham- 
pion, the  Philistine  of  Gath,  Goliath  by  name,  out  of  tne  armies  of 
the  Philistines,  and  spake  according  to  the  same  words:  and  David 
heard  them. 

24  And  all  the  men  of  Israel,  when  they  saw  the  man,  fled  from 
him,  and  were  sore  afraid. 

25  And  the  men  of  Israel  said.  Have  ye  seen  this  man  that  is  come— ' 
up  ?  surely  to  defy  Israel  is  he  come  up :  and  it  shall  be,  that  the  man. 

^This  entire  passage  from  verse  12  to  verse  32  is  regarded  by  some  critics  u  a  later  intcrpolatioii  thrnifc 
tn  between  the  parts  of  the  original  account.    'Carriage  here  means  the  load  canfed,  tbe  ~ 
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Then  the  man  took  her  up  upon  an  oj»,  and  ike 


ro9e  up,  and  gat  him  unio  his  place,** — Jud.^  19^  28, 

THE  tragic  fate  of  the  Levite*s  wife  had  of  ooime 
been  far  more  terrible  than  anything  he  bad  im- 
agined possible.  E\'en  when  he  saw  her  body  on 
the  doorstep,  he  could  not  believe  her  dead.  "And  he 
said  unto  her.  Up,  and  let  us  be  going.  But  none  an- 
swered." When  he  realized  the  full  truth,  he  was  like 
a  madman.  Hastily  saddling  an  ass,  he  laid  the  woman's 
body  upon  the  animal  and  hurried  wildly  fordi  from  the 
horrible  citv.  He  was  determined  to  summon  all  Isnud 
to  aid  him  in  his  vengeance. 

Reaching  his  home  in  Ephraim,  he  dirided  the  dead 
body  into  twelve  parts  and  sent  one  to  each  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  that  they  might  see  for  themselves  the  wrong  that 
had  been  done.  *' And  it  was  so,  that  all  that  saw  it  said. 
There  was  no  such  deed  done  nor  seen  from  the  day  that 
the  children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.'* 
The  message  which  the  Levite  sent  out  with  his  grim 
tokens,  was  that  all  men  should  '*  consider  of  it*  take 
adrice,  and  speak." 
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killeth  him,  the  king  will  enrich  him  with  great  riches,  and  will 

^  him  his  daughter,  and  make  his  father's  house  firee  in  Israel. 

26  And  David  spake  to  the  men  that  stood  hj  him,  saying.  What 

11  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this  Philistine,  and  taketh  away 

reproach  from  Israel?  for  who  is  this  uncircumcised  Philistine, 

he  should  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God  ? 

57  And  the  people  answered  him  after  this  manner,  saying.  So 
eill  it  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  him. 

58  ^  And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he  spake  unto  the 
;  and  Eliab's  anger  was  kindled  against  David,  and  he  said.  Why 

Ei^mest  thou  down  hither?  and  with  whom  hast  thou  left  those  few 
fci-^ep  in  the  wilderness  ?  I  know  thy  pride,  and  the  naughtiness  of 
tiine  heart;  for  thou  art  come  down  that  thou  mightest  see  the 

29  And  David  said.  What  have  I  now  done  ?    Is  there  not  a  cause  ? 

SO  ^  And  he  turned  from  him  toward  another,  and  spake  after  the 
^me  manner:  and  the  people  answered  him  again  after  the  former 
cxainner. 

81  And  when  the  words  were  heard  which  David  spake,  they 
&liearsed  them  before  Saul:  and  he  sent  for  him. 
^  32  1  And  David  said  to  Saul,  Let  no  man's  heart  fail  because  of 
^m;  thy  servant  will  go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine. 

33  And  Saul  said  to  David,  Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this 
^lilistine  to  fight  with  him:  for  thou  art  but  a  youth,  and  he  a  man  of 
^ar  from  his  youth. 

34  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Thy  servant  kept  his  father's  sheep, 
^nd  there  came  a  lion,  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock : 

35  And  I  went  out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it 
^nit  of  his  mouth:' and  when  he  arose  against  me,  I  caught  him  by 
^is  beard,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him. 

S6  Thy  servant  slew  both  the  lion  and  the  bear:  and  this  uncir- 
iumcised  Philistine  shall  be  as  one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the 
Armies  of  the  living  God. 

37  David  said  moreover.  The  Lord  that  delivered  me  out  of  the 
Daw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me 
but  of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine.  And  Saul  said  unto  David,  Go, 
and  the  Lord  be  with  thee. 

38  Tf  And  Saul  armed  David  with  his  armour,  and  he  put  an  helmet 
of  brass  upon  his  head;  also  he  armed  him  with  a  coat  of  mail. 

39  And  David  girded  his  sword  upon  his  armour,  and  he  assayed 
to  go;  for  he  had  not  proved  it.  Ana  David  said  unto  Saul,  I  cannot 
go  with  these;  for  I  nave  not  proved  tJiem.  And  David  put  them 
off  him. 

4Q  And  he  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him  five  smooth 
«tones  out  of  the  brook,  and  put  them  in  a  shepherd's  bag  which  he 
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had,  even  in  a  scrip:  and  his  sling  was  in  his  hand:  and  he  drew  near 
to  the  Philistine. 

41  And  the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  unto  David;  and  the 
man  that  bare  the  shield  went  before  him. 

42  And  when  the  Philistine  looked  about,  and  saw  Da\'id,  he 
disdained  him:  for  he  was  but  a  youth,  and  ruddy,  and  of  a  fair  coun- 
tenance. 

43  And  the  Philistine  said  unto  David,  Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou 
comest  to  me  with  staves?  And  the  Philistine  cursed  Da\'id  by 
his  gods. 

44  And  the  Philistine  said  to  David,  Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give 
thy  flesh  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

45  Then  said  David  to  the  Philistine,  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a 
sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield:  but  I  come  to  thee  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel,  whom 
thou  hast  defied. 

46  This  day  will  the  Lord  deliver  thee  into  mine  hand;  and  I  will 
smite  thee,  and  take  thine  head  from  thee;  and  I  will  give  the  carcases 
of  the  host  of  the  Philistines  this  dav  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth;  that  all  the  earth  may  know  that  there 
is  a  God  in  Israel. 

47  And  all  this  assembly  shall  know  that  the  Lord  saveth  not 
with  sword  and  spear:  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  will 
give  you  into  our  hands. 

48  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Philistine  arose,  and  came  and 
drew"  nigh  to  meet  David,  that  David  hasted,  and  ran  toward  the 
armv  to  meet  the  Philistine. 

49  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took  thence  a  stone,  and__ 
slang  ity  and  smote  the  Philistine  in  his  forehead,  that  the  stone 
into  nis  forehead;  and  he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth. 

50  So  David  prevailed  over  the  Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with 
stone,  and  smote  the  Philistine,  and  slew  him;  but  there  was  no  swo 
in  the  hand  of  Da\id. 

51  Therefore  David  ran,  and  stood  upon  the  Philistine,  and  tookri 
his  sword,  and  drew  it  out  of  the  sheath  thereof,  and  slew  him,  ancix 
cut  off  his  head  therewith.  And  when  the  Philistines  saw  theimi- 
champion  was  dead,  they  fled. 

52  And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah  arose,  and  shouted,  ancra 
pursued  the  Philistines,  until  thou  come  to  the  valley,  and  to  the  gate^ 
of  Ekron.  And  the  w^ounded  of  the  Philistines  fell  down  by  the  wai^ 
to  Shaaraim,  even  unto  Gath,  and  unto  Ekron. 

53  And  the  children  of  Israel  returned  from  chasing  after  th^^ 
Philistines,  and  they  spoiled  their  tents. 

54  And  David  took  the  head  of  the  Philistine,  and  brought  it  ta 
Jerusalem;  but  he  put  his  armour  in  his  tent. 
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**And  all  the  people  arose  as  one  man^  saying.  We  will 
not  any  of  us  goto  his  tent.'* — Jud.,  20,  8, 


ALL  Israel  was  aroused  by  the  Levite's  passionate 
summons.  The  people  gathered  at  Mizpeh  in  a 
great  assembly  to  decide  what  should  be  done  to 
avenge  him.  There  the  Le\  ie  told  his  terrible  story; 
and  the  entire  assembly  vowed  as  one  man  to  go  up  Id 
Gibeah  and  destroy  its  evil  inhabitants.  They  pledged 
themselves  to  one  another  by  a  solemn  oath,  that  they 
would  not  even  return  to  their  homes  for  preparation, 
''but  now  this  shall  be  the  thing  which  we  will  do  to 
Gibeah;  we  will  go  up  by  lot  against  it;  and  we  will  take 
ten  men  of  a  hundred  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
....  that  they  may  do,  when  they  come  to  Gibeah 
of  Benjamin,  according  to  all  the  folly  that  they  have 
wrought  in  Israel." 

Thus  began  the  murderous  civil  war  against  Benjamin. 
That  tribe,  to  which  Gibeah  belonged,  had  not  come  to 
the  general  assembly.  Therefore  the  other  Israelites 
knew  not  how  the  absentees  might  act  in  the  matter. 
Messengers  were  sent  throughout  Benjamin  entreating 
that  the  men  of  Gibeah  be  handed  over  to  vengeance. 
But  the  other  Benjamites  stood  by  their  kindred,  and 
refused  to  surrender  them. 
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55  ^And  when  Saul  saw  David  go  forth  against  the  Philistine, 
said  unto  Abner,  the  captain  of  the  host,  Abner,  whose  son  is  this 
uth  ?    And  Abner  said.  As  thy  soul  liveth,  O  king,  I  cannot  tell. 

56  And  the  king  said.  Inquire  thou  whose  son  the  stripling  is. 

57  And  as  David  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  rliilistine, 
mer  took  him,  and  brought  him  before  Saul  with  the  head  of  the 
dlistine  in  his  hand. 

58  And  Saul  said  to  him,  Whose  son  art  thou,  thou  young  man? 
id  David  answered,  /  avi  the  son  of  thy  servant  Jesse  the  Beth- 
lemite. 

Cfiapter  18 


ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking 
unto  Saul,  that  the  soul  of  Jonathan  was  knit  with  the  soul 

of  David,  and  Jonathan  loved  him  as  his  own  soul. 

2  And  Saul  took  him  that  day,  and  would  let  him  go  no  more  home 

his  father's  house. 

i  Then  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant,  because  he  loved 

a  as  his  own  soul. 

k  And  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the  robe  that  wa^  upon  him, 

i  gave  it  to  David,  and  his  garments,  even  to  his  sword,  and  to  his 

iv,  and  to  his  girdle. 

5  ^  And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent  him,  aiid  be- 

ved  himself  wisely:  and  Saul  set  him  over  the  men  of  war,  and  he 

s  accepted  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  and  also  in  the  sight  of 

Ill's  servants. 

B  And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  came,  when  David  was  returned 

►m  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  that  the  women  came  out  of  all 

ies  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing,  to  meet  king  Saul,  with  tabrets, 

th  joy,  and  with  instruments  of  music. 

7  And  the  women  answered  one  another  as  they  played,  and  said, 
ul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands. 

8  And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  the  sajing  displeased  him;  and 
said,  They  have  ascribed  unto  David  ten  thousands,  and  to  me 

ey  have  ascribed  but  thousands :  and  what  can  he  have  more  but  the 
igdom? 

9  And  Saul  eyed  David  from  that  day  and  forward. 

10  %  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  the  evil  spirit  from 
k1  came  upon  Saul,  and  he  prophesied  in  the  midst  of  tne  house: 
i  David  played  with  his  hand,  as  at  other  times:  and  there  was  a 
'elin  in  Saul's  hand. 

11  And  Saul  cast  the  javeHn;  for  he  said,  I  will  smite  David  even 
the  wall  vnth  it.    And  David  avoided  out  of  his  presence  twice. 
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12  ^  And  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  because  the  Lord  was  m 
him,  and  was  departed  from  Saul. 

13  Therefore  Saul  removed  him  from  him,  and  made  him  h 
captain  over  a  thousand ;  and  he  went  out  and  came  in  before  the  peopl 

14  And  David  behaved  himself  wisely  in  all  his  ways;  and  the  Lob 
was  with  him. 

15  Wherefore  when  Saul  saw  that  he  behaved  himself  very  wisel 
he  was  afraid  of  him. 

16  But  all  Israel  and  Judah  loved  David  because  he  went  out  ai 
came  in  before  them. 

17  %  And  Saul  said  to  David,  Behold  my  elder  daughter  Mera 
her  will  I  give  thee  to  wife:  only  \ye  thou  valiant  for  me,  and  fight  t 
Lord's  battles.  For  Saul  said.  Let  not  mine  hand  be  upon  him,  h 
let  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  be  upon  him. 

18  And  Da\id  said  unto  Saul,  AVho  am  I  ?  and  what  is  mv  Ufe, 
my  father's  family  in  Israel,  that  I  should  be  son-in-law  to  t&e  kin, 

19  But  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  when  Merab,  Saul's  daughfc 
should  have  been  given  to  David,  that  she  was  given  unto  AdritI  t 
Meholathite  to  wife. 

20  And  Michal,  Saul's  daughter,  loved  David:  and  they  told  Sa 
and  the  thing  pleased  him. 

21  And  Saul  said,  I  will  give  him  her,  that  she  may  be  a  snare 
him,  and  that  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  may  be  against  him.     W'hei 
fore  Saul  said  to  DaN^id,  Thou  shalt  this  day  be  my  son-in-law 
the  one  of  the  twain.  ^ 

22  ^  And  Saul  commanded  his  servants,  saying.  Commune  wi 
Da\dd  secretly,  and  say.  Behold,  the  king  hath  delight  in  thee,  a: 
all  his  servants  love  thee:  now  therefore  be  the  king's  son-in-law. 

23  And  Saul's  servants  spake  those  words  in  the  ears  of  Davi 
And  David  said,  Seemeth  it  to  you  a  light  thing  to  be  a  king's  so 
in-law,  seeing  that  lama  poor  man,  and  lightly  esteemed  ? 

24  And  the  servants  of  Saul  told  him,  saying.  On  this  manner  spa 
Da\id. 

25  And  Saul  said.  Thus  shall  ye  say  to  David,  The  king  desire 
not  any  dowry,  but  an  hundred  foreskins  of  the  Philistines,  to 
avenged  of  the  kind's  enemies.     But  Saul  thought  to  make  Da\ 
fall  bv  the  hand  of  the  Philistines. 

26  And  when  his  servants  told  David  these  words,  it  pleased  Da\ 
well  to  be  the  king's  son-in-law:  and  the  days  were  not  expired. 

27  Wherefore  David  arose  and  went,  he  and  his  men,  and  slew 
the  Philistines  two  hundred  men;  and  Da\T[d  brought  their  foresldi 
and  they  gave  them  in  full  tale  to  the  king,  that  he  might  be  the  kinj 
son-in-law.     And  Saul  gave  him  INIichal  liis  daughter  to  wife. 
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*'ylfu2  the  lien  in  wait  rf  lerael  came  forth  out  cf  their 
placte,  even  out  of  the  meadowe  of  Gibeah" — Jud,,  SO^  SS. 

BITTER  and  bloody  was  the  civil  war  against  Ben* 
jamin.  The  other  tribes  had  supposed  that  the 
woriL  of  vengeance  would  be  easily  acoomplished. 
In  their  anger  they  even  failed  to  ask  Grod  for  aid,  con- 
sulting the  priests  only  as  to  the  order  of  inarch  to  be 
followed  in  the  attack  they  had  determined  on.  The 
Benjamites,  however,  were  mighty  men  of  war,  skilled 
in  hurling  stones  from  their  slings.  Twice  they  sallied 
forth  from  Gibeah  and  routed  all  the  armies  of  Israel, 
inflicting  awful  slaughter.  Thousands  upon  thousands 
perished.  ^ 

Thus  Israel  was  brought  down  to  humility,  and  wept 
and  prayed  before  God.  Then  an  ambush  was  made 
ready  against  the  Benjamites.  A  third  time  the  armies 
of  Israel  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  a  third  time  turned 
in  flight  from  before  Gibeah.  But  this  time  the  flight 
was  a  trick.  As  the  Benjamites  rushed  forth  in  pursuit, 
the  men  who  lay  in  wait  slipped  in  between  them  and 
the  city,  captured  it  and  set  it  afire.  The  Benjamites 
found  themselves  trapped  in  the  gorges  of  tlie  mountains, 
with  enemies  all  around  and  above  them.  Of  the  entire 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  men,  women  and  children,  those  who 
escaped  massacre  from  their  infuriated  foes  were  only 
some  six  hundred  fighting  men.  who.  breaking  through  the 
ambush,  established  themselves  as  outlaw's,  and 
abode  in  the  rock  Himmon." 
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^  And  Saul  saw  and  knew  that  the  Lord  was  with  David,  and 
Michal,  Saul's  daughter,  loved  him. 

29  And  Saul  was  yet  the  more  afraid  of  David:  and  Saul  became 
David's  enemy  continually. 

30  Then  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  went  forth:  and  it  came  to 
a^s,  after  they  went  forth,  that  David  behaved  himself  more  wisely 
Clan  all  the  servants  of  Saul ;  so  that  his  name  was  much  set  by. 

Cfjapter  19 

SoTUtthan  discloseth  his  father's  purpose  to  kill  David.     4  lie  versundeth  his  father  to  reeonrilintion.     8  By 
of  David's  good  success  in  a  new  war,  SauTi^  rnalirious  rage  hreakelh  out  against  him.     12  Michnl  deceiveth 


father  with  an  imaqe.  in  David's  bed.     18  David  conuth  t^  Samuel  in  Nnioth.     20  Satii's  mcsstiiyerf  sent  tit  take 
id,  22  and  Saul  himself,  proi^hesy. 


■^;  i-.  t 


>avid 

ND  Saul  spake  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to  all  liis  servants, 
that  they  should  kill  David.  j 

2  But  Jonathan,  Saul's  son,  delighted  much  in  David:  and 
onathan  told  David,  sayintr,  Saul  mv  father  seeketh  to  kill  thee: 
low  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  take  heed  to  thyself  untiP  the  morning, 
tnd  abide  in  a  secret  place,  and  hide  thyself: 

3  And  I  wall  go  out  and  stand  beside  my  father  in  the  field  where 
tiou  art,  and  I  will  commune  with  my  father  of  thee;  and  what  I  see, 
tiat  I  will  tell  thee. 

4  %  And  Jonathan  spake  good  of  David  unto  Saul  his  father,  and 
a.id  unto  him.  Let  not  the  king  sin  against  his  servant,  against  David; 
►^cause  he  hath  not  sinned  against  thee,  and  because  his  works  Jiave 
*^en  to  thee- ward  very  good : 

5  For  he  did  put  his  life  in  his  hand  and  slew  the  Philistine,  and 
l^e  Lord  wrougnt  a  great  salvation  for  all  Israel:  thou  sawest  it,  and 
lidst  rejoice;  wherefore  then  wilt  thou  sin  against  innocent  blood, 
o  slay  David  without  a  cause  ? 

6  And  Saul  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  Jonathan:  and  Saul  sware, 
4^  the  Lord  liveth,  he  shall  not  be  slain. 

7  And  Jonathan  called  David,  and  Jonathan  shewed  him  all  those 
ngs.     And  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul,  and  he  was  in  his 

^^*^sence,  as  in  times  past. 

8  ^  And  there  was  war  again:  and  David  went  out,  and  fought  with 
^^  Philistines,  and  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter:  and  they  fled 
^om  him. 

O  And  the  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  was  upon  Saul,  as  he  sat  in  his 
^Use  with  his  javelin  in  his  hand:  and  David  plaved  with  his 
^nd. 

XO  And  Saul  sought  to  ^mite  David  even  to  the  wall   with  the 
^"V^elin;  but  he  slipped   away  out  of  Saul's  presence,  and  he  smote 
javelin    into    tne    wall:    and    David    fled,    and    escaped    that 
Slit. 


1 


Tbifl  Is  altered  to  "in  the  mornio«"  in  tbe  Revised  VersioxL 
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11  Saul  also  sent  messengers  unto  David's  house,  to  watch  him 
and  to  slay  him  in  the  morning:  and  Michal,  David's  wife,  told  him 
saying,  If  thou  save  not  thy  life  to-night,  to-morrow  thou  shalt  be  slain 

12  If  So  Michal  let  David  down  through  a  window:  and  he  went 
and  fled,  and  escaped. 

13  And  Michal  took  an  image,  and  laid  it  in  the  bed,  and  put  i 
pillow  of  goat's  Iiair  for  his  bolster,  and  covered  it  with  a  cloth. 

14  And  when  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take  David,  she  said.  He  is  sick 

15  And  Saul  sent  the  messengers  again  to  see  David,  saying,  Brinj 
him  up  to  me  in  the  bed,  that  I  may  slay  him. 

16  And  when  the  messengers  were  come  in,  behold,  there  was  ai 
image  in  the  l^ed,  with  a  pillow  of  goats'  Iiair  for  his  bolster. 

17  And  Saul  said  unto  Michal,  Why  hast  thou  deceived  me  so 
and  sent  awav  mine  enemy,  that  he  is  escaped?  And  Michal  an 
swered  Saul,  fie  said  unto  me.  Let  me  go;  why  should  I  kill  thee.^ 

18  ^  So  Da\id  fled  and  escaped,  and  came  to  Samuel  to  Ramah 
and  told  him  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  him.  And  he  and  Samuel  wen 
and  dwelt  in  Naioth. 

19  And  it  was  told  Saul,  saying.  Behold,  Da\id  is  at  Naioth  ii 
Ramah. 

20  And  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take  David:  and  when  they  sa^ 
the  company  of  the  prophets  prophesying,  and  Samuel  standing  as  ap 
pointed  over  them,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  the  messengers  o: 
baul,  and  they  also  prophesied. 

21  And  when  it  was  told  Saul,  he  sent  other  messengers,  and  the] 
prophesied  likewise.  And  Saul  sent  messengers  again  the  third  time 
and  thev  prophesied  also. 

22  Tnen  went  he  also  to  Ramah,  and  came  to  a  great  well  that  i 
in  Sechu:  and  he  asked  and  said.  Where  are  Samuel  and  David 
And  one  said.  Behold,  they  be  at  Naioth  in  Ramah. 

23  And  he  went  thither  to  Naioth  in  Ramah:  and  the  Spirit  c 
God  was  upon  him  also,  and  he  went  on,  and  prophesied,  imtil  h 
came  to  Naioth  in  Ramah. 

24  And  he  stripped  off  his  clothes  also,  and  prophesied  befor 
Samuel  in  Hke  manner,  and  lay  down  naked  all  that  day  and  all  th 
night.     WTierefore  they  say.  Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets  ? 

Chapter  20 

1  David  consulMh  inith  Jonathan  far  his  Mptty.  1 1  Jonathan  and  David  renew  their  covenant  by  oath.  18  /C» 
than'8  token  to  David.  24  Saul,  missing  David,  scekcth  to  kill  Jonathan.  35  Jonathan  lovingly  taktih  his  l^* 
of  David. 

D  David  fled  from  Naioth  in  Ramah,  and  came  and  sa/ 

before  Jonathan,  What  have  I  done.^  what  is  mine  iniquity. 

and  what  is  my  sin  before  thy  father,  that  he  seeketh  my  life; 

2  And  he  said  unto  him,  God  forbid;  thou  shalt  not  die:  l>ehold, 
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FROM  THE  SERIES  BY  JULIUS  BCHNORR. 

4- 

" If  the  daughters  of  Shiloh  came  out  to  dance  in  dances^ 
then  come  ye  out  of  the  vineyardsy  and  catch  you  every  man 
his  wifer—Jud.,  21,21. 

WHEN  the  edge  of  their  fury  was  duDed  and  its 
heat  cooled,  the  Israelites  repented  the  ez- 
tremitr  of  their  vengeance  against  Benjamin. 
They  were  horrified  at  the  thought  that  one  tribe  should 
utteriy  disappear  from  among  the  twelve,  so  they  sought 
to  reestablish  the  six  hundred  outlaw  Benjamites  of 
Rimmon.  Yet  in  the  heat  of  anger  each  Israelite  had 
vowed  never  to  let  anv  woman  of  his  familv  wed  with  a 
Bcnjamite.  How  then  might  these  lone  six  hundred 
figliting  men  rear  families. 

A  crafty  method  was  found  which,  neither  breaking  the 
vow  nor  yet  preserving  it,  seemed  to  satisfy  the  not  over- 
delicate  consciences  of  the  time.  One  city  of  Israel  had 
neglected  the  common  cause  and  sent  no  warriors  to  the 

war.     This  citv  was  suddenlv  attacked,  destroved,  and 

•  •  • 

its  marriageable  women  presented  to  the  Benjamites. 
\&  there  were  not  enough  of  these  unhappy  victims,  the 
remaining  Benjamites  were  secretly  instructed  to  go  to 
the  city  of  Shiloh,  where  the  maidens  held  a  yearly  *' feast 
of  the  Lord*'  by  dancing  in  tlie  fields.  The  Benjamites 
rushed  suddenly  forth  upon  these  damsels  and  carried 
off  as  manv  as  thev  neetled  for  wives.  Then  the  elders 
of  Israel  stood  between  the  plunderers  and  the  vengeance 
of  the  astonished  fathers  of  Shiloh.  Thus  was  Benjamin 
reestablished  among  the  tribes. 


^ 
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ather  will  do  nothing  either  great  or  small,  but  that  he  will  shew 
b;  and  why  should  my  father  hide  this  thing  from  me?  it  is 

V. 

And   David   sware   moreover,   and   said.   Thy   father  certainly 

^eth  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thine  eyes;  and  he  saith.  Let  not 

than  know  this,  lest  he  be  grieved:  but  truly  a^  the  Lord  liveth, 

%s  thy  soul  liveth  there  is  but  a  step  between  me  and  death. 

Then  said  Jonathan  unto  David,  Whatsoever  thy  soul  desireth, 

1  even  do  it  for  thee. 

And  David  said  unto  Jonathan,  Behold,  to-morrow  is  the  new 

[1,  and  I  should  not  fail  to  sit  with  the  king  at  meat:  but  let  me  go, 

I  may  hide  myself  in  the  field  unto  the  third  day  at  even. 

If  thy  father  at  all  miss  me,  then  say,  David  earnestly  asked 

!  of  me  that  he  might  run  to  Beth-lehem  liis  city:  for  there  is  a 

ly  sacrifice  there  for  all  the  family. 

If  he  say  thus.  It  is  well;  thy  servant  shall  have  peace:  but  if  he 

My  wrought,  then  be  sure  that  evil  is  determined  by  him. 

Therefore  thou  shalt  deal  kindly  with  thy  servant;  for  thou  hast 

^ht  thy  servant  into  a  covenant  of  the  Lord  with  thee:  notwith- 

fing,  it  there  be  in  me  iniquity,  slay  me  thyself;  for  why  shouldest 

bnng  me  to  thy  father  ? 
And  Jonathan  said.  Far  be  it  from  thee:  for  if  I  knew  certainly 

evil  were  determined  by  my  father  to  come  upon  thee,  then 
Id  not  I  tell  it  thee  ? 

)  Then  said  David  to  Jonathan,  Who  shall  tell  me.^  or  what  if 
father  answer  thee  roughly  ? 

.  ^  And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  Come,  and  let  us  go  out  into 
field.     And  they  went  out  both  of  them  into  the  field. 
5  And  Jonathan  said  unto  Da\ad,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  when 
ive  sounded  my  father  about  to-morrow  any  time,  or  the  third 

and,  behold,  if  there  be  good  toward  David,  and  I  then  sent  not 

►  thee,  and  shew  it  thee; 

i  The  Lord  do  so  and  much  more  to  Jonathan:  but  if  it  please 
father  to  do  thee  evil,  then  I  \\ill  shew  it  thee,  and  send  thee  away, 
thou  may  est  go  in  peace;  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee,  as  he  hath 
1  with  my  father. 

I>  And  thou  shalt  not  only  while  yet  I  live  shew  me  the  kindness 
16  Lord,  that  I  die  not: 

>  But  also  thou  shalt  not  cut  off  thy  kindness  from  my  house  for 
•:  no,  not  when  the  Lord  hath  cut  off  the  enemies  of  David  every 
from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

J  So  Jonathan  made  a  coiwnant  with  the  house  of  David,  saying^ 
the  Lord  even  require  it  at  the  hand  of  David's  enemies, 
r  And  Jonathan  caused  David  to  swear  again,  because  he  loved 
:  for  he  loved  him  as  he  loved  his  own  soul. 
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18  Then  Jonathan  said  to  David,  To-morrow  is  the  new  moon: 
and  thou  shalt  be  missed,  because  thy  seat  will  be  empty. 

19  And  whe?i  thou  hast  stayed  three  days,  tlien  thou  snalt  go  down 
quickly,  and  come  to  the  place  where  thou  didst  hide  thyself  when  the 
business  was  in  handy  and  shalt  remain  by  the  stone  Ezel. 

20  And  I  will  shoot  three  arrows  on  tne  side  thereof ,  as  though  I 
shot  at  a  mark. 

-21  And,  behold,  I  will  send  a  lad,  sayina^  Go,  find  out  the  arrows. 
If  I  expressly  say  unto  the  lad.  Behold,  the  arrows  are  on  this  side 
of  thee,  take  them;  then  come  thou:  for  there  is  peace  to  thee,  and  no 
hurt;  as  the  Lord  Hveth. 

22  But  if  I  say  thus  unto  the  young  man.  Behold,  the  arrows  are 
beyond  thee;  go  thy  way:  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  thee  away. 

23  And  as  touch  ina  the  matter  which  thou  and  I  have  spoken  of, 
behold,  the  Lord  be  between  thee  and  me  for  ever. 

24  *!  So  David  hid  himself  in  the  field:  and  when  the  new  moon 
was  come,  the  king  sat  him  down  to  eat  meat. 

25  And  the  king  sat  upon  liis  seat,  as  at  other  times,  even  upon  a 
seat  by  the  wall:  and  Jonathan  arose,  and  Abner  sat  by  Saul's  side, 
and  Davad's  place  was  empty. 

26  Nevertheless  Saul  spake  not  any  thing  that  day:  for  he  thought^ 
Something  hath  befallen  him,  he  is  not  clean;  surely  he  is  not 
clean. 

27  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  which  was  the  second  day 
of  the  month,  that  David's  place  was  empty:  and  Saul  said  unto 
Jonathan  his  son.  Wherefore  cometh  not  tne  son  of  Jesse  to  meat, 
neither  yesterday,  nor  to-day  ? 

28  And  Jonathan  answered  Saul,  David  earnestly  asked  leave  of 
me  to  go  to  Beth-lehem : 

29  And  he  said.  Let  me  go,  I  pray  thee;  for  our  family  hath  a  sac- 
rifice in  the  city;  and  my  l)rother,  he  hath  commanded  me  to  be  there: 
and  now,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thine  eyes,  let  me  get  away,  I  pray 
thee,  and  see  my  brethren.  Therefore  he  cometh  not  unto  tne  king's 
table. 

30  Then  Saul's  anger  was  kindled  against  Jonathan,  and  he  said 
unto  him.  Thou  son  of  the  perverse  rebellious  woman^  do  not  I  knoi^ 
that  thou  hast  chosen  the  son  of  Jesse  to  thine  own  confusion,  and  untc 
the  confusion  of  thy  mother's  nakedness  ? 

31  For  as  long  as  the  son  of  Jesse  liveth  upon  the  groimd,  thou 
shalt  not  be  established,  nor  thy  kingdom.  Wherefore  now  send 
and  fetch  him  unto  me,  for  he  shall  surely  die. 

32  And  Jonathan  answered  Saul  his  father,  and  said  unto  him 
Wherefore  shall  he  be  slain  ?  what  hath  he  done  ? 

33  And  Saul  cast  a  javelin  at  him  to  smite  him:  whereby  Jonathai 
knew  that  it  was  determined  of  his  father  to  slay  David. 


,  i)      . 


tEDfie  €xi\ti  from  Jfnbali 

BY  ALEXANDRE  BIDA,  A  FRENCH  ARTIST,  DIED  1895. 


*'And  a  certain  man  of  Brth-Uhem-judah  went  to  wojoum 
in  the  country  of  Moab^ — Rvih^  1,1. 


(< 


N  THOSE  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  evoy 
man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes." 
These  words  form  the  closing  verse  of  the  Book 
of  Judges,  and  seem  offered  as  the  only  excuse  for  all  the 
grim  and  tragic  deeds  told  of  during  that  dark  period. 
From  them  it  is  pleasant  to  turn  to  the  Book  of  Ruth. 
which,  while  dealing  with  the  same  period,  portrays  its 
softer  side,  draws  pictures  of  days  of  peace  and  joy  within 
the  land. 

The  stor>'  is  of  the  tribe  of  Judah;  and  it  is  noteworthy 
tliut  though  Judah  was  the  strongest  tribe  of  the  twelve* 
there  is  little  mention  of  this  tribe  in  the  Book  of  Judges. 
Perched  securely  among  the  southern  mountains,  the  men 
of  Judah  escaped  most  of  the  invasions  which  crushed 
their  brethren  to  the  northward.  Judah  had  no  such 
hea\'^'  need  of  deliverers. 

Yet  even  the  Book  of  Ruth  begins  with  a  scene  of 
miser)'.  '^Now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  da}'s  when  the 
judges  ruled  that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land.*'  To 
escape  this  a  man  of  Beth-lehem,  named  Elimelech,  left 
his  home,  and  with  such  of  his  flocks  and  herds  as  still 
survived  the  increasing  scarcity,  passed  over  the  Jordan 
into  the  land  of  Moab.  With  Elimelech  in  his  dreary 
journey  into  exile,  went  his  wife  Naomi,  and 
his  two  sons  Mahlon  »nd  (/hilion. 
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4  So  Jonathan  arose  from  the  table  in  fierce  anger,  and  did  eat  no 
it  the  second  day  of  the  month:  for  he  was  grieved  for  David, 
ause  his  father  had  done  him  shame. 

5  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  Jonathan  went  out 
>  the  field  at  the  time  appointed  with  David,  and  a  little  lad  wdth 

L. 

6  And  he  said  unto  his  lad,  Run,  find  out  now  the  arrows  which  I 
ot.     And  as  the  lad  ran,  he  shot  an  arrow  beyond  him. 

1  And  when  the  lad  was  come  to  the  place  of  the  arrow  which 

lathan  had  shot,  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  and  said.  Is  not  the 

ow  beyond  thee  ? 

»8  And  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad.  Make  speed,  haste,  stay  not. 

i  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up  the  arrows,  and  came  to  his  master. 

►9  But  the  lad  knew  not  any  thing:  only  Jonathan  and  David 

jw  the  matter. 

lO  And  Jonathan  gave  his  artillery^  unto  his  lad,  and  said  unto 

1,  Go,  carry  them  to  the  city. 

il  ^  Aiid  as  soon  as  the  lad  was  gone,  David  arose  out  of  a  plaee 

^ard  the  south,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed  nim- 

■  three  times:  and  they  kissed  one  another,  and  wept  one  with 

rther,  until  David  exceeded. 

•2  And  Jonathan  said  to  David,  Go,  in  peace,  forasmuch  as  we 

re  sworn  both  of  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying.  The  Lord 

between  me  and  thee,  and  between  my  seed  and  tny  seed  for  ever. 

d  he  arose  and  departed:  and  Jonathan  went  into  the  city. 

Chapter  21 

v(d  ctf  Nob  obtaineth  of  Ahimelcch  hnlloxced  bread.  7  Docg  leaa  present,  8  David  iakeUi  Golialh*S  moord, 
wid  at  Oath  feionelh  himself  mad. 

|HEN  came  David  to  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  priest:  and  Alii- 
melech  was  afraid  at  the  meeting  of  David,  and  said  unto 
him.  Why  art  thou  alone,  and  no  man  with  thee  ? 

And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech  the  priest.  The  king  hath  com- 
ided  me  a  business,  and  hath  said  unto  me,  Let  no  man  know 

thing  of  the  business  whereabout  I  send  thee,  and  what  I  have 
imanded  thee:  and  I  have  appointed  my  servants  to  such  and  such 
lace. 

Now  therefore  what  is  under  thine  hand  ?  give  me  five  loaves  of 
axl  in  mine  hand,  or  what  there  is  present. 

And  the  priest  answered  David,  and  said.  There  is  no  common 
Eul  under  mine  hand,  but  there  is  hallowed  bread;  if  the  young 
1  have  kept  themselves  at  least  from  women. 

And  David  answered  the  priest,  and  said  unto  him,  Of  a  truth 
nen  have  been  kept  from  us  about  these  three  days,  since  I  came 

The  Berlied  Venlon  changes  "artillery"  to  "weaponf.** 
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out,  and  the  vessels  of  the  young  men  are  holy,  and  the  bread  is  in     ^ 
manner  common,  yea,  though  it  were  sanctified  this  day  in  the  vesse/ 

6  So  the  priest  gave  him  hallowed  bread:  for  there  was  no  brearf 
there  but  the  shew  bread,  that  was  taken  from  before  the  Lord,  to 
put  hot  bread  in  the  day  when  it  was  taken  away. 

7  Now  a  certain  man  of  the  servants  of  Saul  was  there  that  dar 
detained  before  the  Lord;  and  his  name  wa^  Doeg,  an  Edomite,  the 
chiefest  of  the  herdmen  that  belonged  to  Saul. 

8  ^  And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech,  And  is  there  not  here  under 
thine  hand  spear  or  sword  ?  for  I  have  neither  brought  my  sword 
nor  my  weapons  with  me,  l>ecause  the  king's  business  required  haste. 

9  And  the  priest  said.  The  sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine,  whom 
thou  slewest  ni  the  valley  of  Elah,  behold,  it  is  here  wrapped  in  Jt 
cloth  behind  the  ephod:  if  thou  wilt  take  that,  take  it:  for  there  iV 
no  other  save  that  here.  And  David  said,  There  is  none  like  that; 
give  it  me. 

10  •^  And  David  arose,  and  fled  that  day  for  fear  of  Saul,  and 
went  to  Achish  the  king  of  Gath. 

11  And  the  servants  of  Achish  said  unto  him,  Is  not  this  David 
the  king  of  the  land  ?  did  they  not  sing  one  to  another  of  him  in  dances, 
saying,  Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  Da^nid  his  ten  thousands? 

12  And  David  laid  up  these  words  in  his  heart,  and  was  sore  afraid 
of  Achish  the  king  of  Gath. 

13  And  he  changed  his  behaviour  before  them,  and  feigned  himself 
mad  in  their  hands,  and  scrabbled  on  the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let 
his  spittle  fall  down  upon  his  beard. 

14  Then  said  Achish  unto  his  servants,  Lo,  ye  see  the  man  is  mad: 
wherefore  then  have  ye  brought  him  to  me  ? 

15  Have  I  need  of  mad  men,  that  ye  have  brought  tYnsfelloicio 
play  the  mad  man  in  my  presence  ?  shall  this  fellow  come  into  mjT 
nouse? 

Chapter  22 

1  Companies  reMtrt  unto  David  at  Adullam.     3  At  ^fizpeh  he  enrnmendeih  his  parenis  vrUo  (he  king  of  J/"*^ 
5  Admonished  by  Gad,  he  cometh  to  Hareth.     6  Saul  going  Vt  pursue  him,  eompla^'neth  of  his  servants*  nnfaw' 
fulness.     9  Doeg  accurseth  Ahimelech.     11  .Saw/  commandeth  to  kill  the  priests.     17  The  footmen  refusing,  D(*f 
executeth  it.     20  Abiathar  escaping,  bringeth  David  the  news. 


A\TD   therefore  departed  thence,  and  escaped  to  the  cave 
Adullam:  and  when  his  brethren  and  all  his  father's  house 
heard  ?/,  they  went  down  tliither  to  him. 

2  And  every  one  that  xvas  in  distress,  and  every  one  th<it  was  ift 
debt,  and  ever)-  one  that  was  discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto 
him ;  and  he  became  a  captain  over  them :  and  there  were  with  hiin 
about  four  hundred  men. 

3  •[  And  David  went  thence  to  Mizpeh  of  Moab:  and  he  said 
unto  the  king  of  Moab,  Let  my  father  and  my  mother,  I  pray 
thee,  come  forth,  and  be  with  you,  till  I  know  what  God  will  do  for  me- 


« 

\X.'-. 


I 
I 

.1 

II 


Vi 


I    1 


BY  THE  CHEVALIEH  ADRIAEN  VAX  DER  WERFF  OF  THK 
HOLLAND  SCHOOL,  DIED  1722. 
+ 

**And  Naomi  said.  Turn  again,  my  daughters:  whywiU 
ffe  go  with  mef** — Ruth,  1,  11. 

IN  THE  land  of  Moab  the  family  of  Elimelech  sUjied 
for  years.  He  himself  died,  and  his  sons  grew  up 
and  died,  so  that  only  Naomi,  a  lonesome  widow, 
was  left  of  the  little  band  of  exiles.  Yet  she  was  not  with* 
out  companions  in  her  misery,  for  her  two  sons  had  wedded 
in  the  land,  and  now  their  two  Moabite  wives,  having 
become  widows,  continued  to  dwell  with  Naomi. 

The  lot  of  the  three  women  was  hard  and  poor;  and 
when  word  came  to  Naomi  that  prosperity  had  at  length 
returned  to  the  land  of  Judah,  she  resolved  to  go  bade  to 
the  home  of  her  youth  and  early  happiness.  Her  two 
daughters-in-law  started  out  on  the  journey  with  her; 
but  she  bade  them  rather  seek  their  father's  houses,  since 
she  was  both  old  and  impoverished  and  could  promise  them 
no  comfort  in  Judah,  neither  could  she  find  them  hus- 
bands there.  She  blessed  them  both  for  their  kindness 
and  their  ser>ice  to  her.  **And  tliey  lifted  up  their  voice* 
and  wept  again.**  Then  one  of  the  younger  women* 
Orphah,  obeyed  Naomi,  and  bade  her  farewell. 
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*  And  he  brought  them  before  the  king  of  Moab:  and  they  dwelt 
^^  liim  ail  the  while  that  David  was  in  the  hold. 

5  ^  And  the  prophet  Gad  said  unto  David,  Abide  not  in  the  hold; 
-Part,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Judah.  Then  David  departed, 
id  came  into  the  forest  of  Hareth. 

6  ^  When  Saul  heard  that  David  was  discovered,  and  the  men 
at  were  with  him,  (now  Saul  abode  in  Gibeah  under  a  tree  in  Ramah, 
'^ng  his  spear  in  his  hand,  and  all  his  servants  were  standing  about 

7  Then  Saul  said  unto  his  servants  that  stood  about  him,  Hear 
'W,  ye  Benjamites:  will  the  son  of  Jesse  give  every  one  of  you  fields 
d  vineyards,  and  make  you  all  captains  of  thousands,  and  captains 
hundreds ; 

8  That  all  of  you  have  conspired  against  me,  and  there  is  none 
at  sheweth  me  that  my  son  hath  made  a  league  with  the  son  of 
'.sse,  and  there  is  none  of  you  that  is  sorry  for  me,  or  sheweth  unto 
e  that  my  son  hath  stirred  up  my  servant  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait, 

at  this  day  ? 

9  ^  Then  answered  Doeg  the  Edomite,  wliich  was  set  over  the 
Tvants  of  Saul,  and  said,  I  saw  the  son  of  Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  to 
himelech  the  son  of  Ahitub. 

10  And  he  inquired  of  the  Lord  for  him,  and  gave  him  victuals, 
id  gave  him  the  sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine. 

11  Then  the  king  sent  to  call  Ahimelech  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Utub,  and  all  his  father's  house,  the  priests  that  were  in  Nob:  and 
iy  came  all  of  them  to  the  king. 

12  And  Saul  said.  Hear  now,  thou  son  of  Ahitub.  And  he  an- 
^red.  Here  I  am  my  lord. 

1 3  And  Saul  said  unto  him,  Why  have  ye  conspired  against  me, 
^u  and  the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast  given  nim  bread,  and  a 
ord,  and  hast  inquired  of  God  for  him,  that  he  should  rise  against 
s,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day  ? 

14  Then  Ahimelech  answered  the  king,  and  said,  x\nd  who  is  so 
thful  among  all  thy  servants  as  David,  which  is  the  king's  son-in- 
V,  and  goeth  at  thy  bidding,  and  is  honourable  in  thine  house  ? 

15  Did  I  then  begin  to  inquire  of  God  for  him  ?  be  it  far  from  me: 
not  the  king  impute  any  thing  unto  his  servant,  nor  to  all  the  house 

my  father:  for  tny  servant  knew  nothing  of  all  this,  less  or  more. 

16  And  the  king  said.  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahimelech,  thou,  and 
thy  father's  house. 

17  ^  And  the  king  said  unto  the  footmen  that  stood  about  him, 
am,  and  slay  the  priests  of  the  Lord;  because  their  hand  also  i? 
th  David,  and  because  they  knew  when  he  fled,  and  did  not  shew  it 

me.    But  the  servants  of  the  king  would  not  put  forth  their  hand 
fall  upon  the  priests  of  the  Lord. 
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18  And  the  king  said  to  Doeg,  Turn  thou,  and  fall  upon  the  priests. 
And  Doeg  the  Edomite  turned,  and  he  fell  upon  the  priests,  and  slei 
on    that    day    fourscore  and  five  persons  that  did   wear  a  line 
ephod. 

19  And  Nob,  the  city  of  the  priests,  smote  he  with  the  edge  of  th 
sword,  both  men  and  women,  cliildren  and  sucklings,  and  oxen,  an 
asses,  and  sheep,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

20  %  And  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son  of  Ahitub,  named 


Abiathar,  escai>ed,  and  fled  after  David. 

21  And  Abiathar  shewed  David  that  Saul  had  slain  the  Lord*i 
priests. 

22  And  David  said  unto  Abiathar,  I  knew  it  that  day,  when  D 
the  Edomite  iras  there,  that  he  would  surely  tell  Saul:  I  have  oce 
sioned  the  death  of  all  the  persons  of  thy  father's  house. 

23  Abide  thou  with  me,  fear  not:  for  he  that  seeketh  my  life  seeke 
thy  life:  but  with  me  thou  shalt  be  in  safeguard. 

Chapter  23 

1  Darid,  inqmrirg  of  the  Jjord  hy  Abiathar.  rrsrutih  Krilah.     7  Gnd  tthrwing  him  the  coming  of  Saml,  andJSJn^ 
trcarhery  nj  the  Keilites,  he  e9caj>eth  from  Keilah.     14  /n  Ziph  Jonathan  comHh  and  eomforUik  kim.     19  T'lt^ 
Ziphitra  diactrrer  him  to  Saul.     25  At  Moon  he  is  restued  from  Saul  by  the  invation  of  the  PhUiatineM.    29  JSfe- 
dwclldh  at  Enrgedi. 

HEN  they  told  David,  saying.  Behold,  the  Philistines  fight 
against  Keilah,  and  they  rob  the  threshingfloors. 

2  Therefore  David  inquired  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I 

go  and  smite  these  Philistines?     And  the  Lord  said  unto  David, 
Go,  and  smite  the  Philistines,  and  save  Keilah. 

3  And  David's  men  said  unto  him,  Behold,  we  be  afraid  here  in 
Judah:  how  much  more  then  if  we  come  to  Keilah  against  the  armies 
of  the  Philistines  ? 

4  Then  David  inquired  of  the  Lord  yet  again.  And  the  Lord 
answered  him  and  said,  Arise,  go  down  to  Keilah;  for  I  will  deliver 
the  Philistines  into  thine  hand. 

5  So  David  and  his  men  went  to  Keilah,  and  fought  with  the  Philis- 
tines, and  brought  away  their  cattle,  and  smote  them  with  a  great 
slaughter.     So  Da\nd  saved  the  inhabitants  of  Keilah. 

6  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Abiathar  the  son  of  Ahimelech  fled 
to  David  to  Keilah,  that  he  came  down  icith  an  ephod  in  his  hand. 

7  If  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  Da\ad  was  come  to  Keilah.  And 
Saul  said,  God  hath  delivered  him  into  mine  hand;  for  he  is  shut  in^ 
by  entering  into  a  town  that  hath  gates  and  bars. 

8  And  Saul  called  all  the  people  together  to  war,  to  go  down  to 
Keilah,  to  besiege  David  and  nis  men. 

9  %  And  David  knew  that  Saul  secretly  practised  mischief  against 
him;  and  he  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest,  Bnng  hither  the  ephoa. 

10  Then  said  David,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  thy  servant  hath  cer- 


BT  PHILIP  H.  CALDEHON,  R.  A.,  AN  ENGLJ8H  AKnErT* 

DIED  1898. 
+ 

"  Whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go.**— Ruth,  U  16. 

THOUGH  Naomi's  picture  of  the  sad  lot  before 
them  had  frightened  one  of  the  daughters-in-law 
and  caused  her  to  return  to  her  parents,  it  had  no 
such  effect  upon  Ruth,  the  other.  Ruth  genuinely  and 
deeply  loved  her  adopted  mother.  To  Naomi's  repeated 
order  to  depart,  Ruth  answered  in  those  beautiful  words 
of  affection  which  have  come  echoing  down  to  us  through 
all  the  ages. 

"*  Kn treat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  follow- 
ing after  thee:  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and  where 
thou  lodgest,  I  will  lo<lge:  thy  people  shall  be  my  people* 
and  thv  Gcxl  mv  (iod. 

** Where  thou  diest,  ^nll  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buried: 
the  Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  aught  but  death 
part  thee  and  me," 

So  Naomi  embraced  this  devoted  attendant,  and  to- 
gether they  set  out  upon  their  dangerous  jourr  e  ^  to  the 
land  of  Judah. 


^ 
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nly  heard  that  Saul  seeketh  to  come  to  Keilah,  to  destroy  the  city 
*  my  sake. 

11  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into  his  hand?  will  Saul 
Die  down,  as  thy  servant  hath  heard?  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I 
seech  thee,  tell  thy  servant.     And  the  Lord  said.  He  will  come  down, 

12  Then  said  David,  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  and  my 
*n  into  the  hand  of  Saul  ?  And  the  Lord  said.  They  will  deliver 
ie  up. 

13  *|f  Then  David  and  his  men,  which  were  about  six  hundred, 
ase  and  departed  out  of  Keilah,  and  went  whithersoever  they  could 
.  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  escaped  from  Keilah; 
.d  he  forbare  to  go  forth. 

14  And  David  aoode  in  the  wilderness  in  strong  holds,  and  re- 
ained  in  a  mountain  in  the  wdldemess  of  Ziph.  And  Saul  sought 
m  every  day,  but  God  delivered  him  not  into  his  hand. 

15  And  David  saw  that  Saul  was  come  out  to  seek  his  life:  and 
avid  vms  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph  in  a  wood. 

16  ^  And  Jonathan,  Saul's  son,  arose,  and  went  to  David  into  the 
ood,  and  strengthened  his  hand  in  God. 

17  And  he  said  unto  him.  Fear  not:  for  the  hand  of  Saul  my  father 
lall  not  find  thee;  and  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Israel,  and  I  shall  be 
5xt  unto  thee;  and  that  also  Saul  my  father  knoweth. 

18  And  they  two  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord:  and  David 
)ode  in  the  wood,  and  Jonathan  went  to  his  house. 

19  %  Then  came  up  the  Ziphites  to  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying.  Doth 
)t  David  hide  himself  vdih  us  in  strong  holds  in  the  wood,  in  the 
11  of  Hachilah,  which  is  on  the  south  of  Jeshimon  ? 

20  Now  therefore,  O  king,  come  down  according  to  all  the  desire 
thy  soul  to  come  down ;  and  oiu*  part  shall  be  to  deliver  him  into 

e  king's  hand. 

21  And  Saul  said.  Blessed  be  ye  of  the  Lord;  for  ye  have  compas- 
m  on  me. 

22  Go,  I  pray  you,  prepare  yet,  and  know  and  see  his  place  where 
s  haunt  is,  anii "who  nath  seen  him  there:  for  it  is  told  me  tliat  he 
aleth  very  subtilly. 

2S  See  therefore,  and  take  knowledge  of  all  the  lurking  places 
liere  he  hideth  himself,  and  come  ye  again  to  me  with  the  certainty, 
id  I  will  go  with  you:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  he  be  in  the 
ad,  that  I  will  search  him  out  throughout  all  the  thousands  of 
idah. 

24  And  they  arose,  and  went  to  Ziph  before  Saul:  but  David  and 
s  men  were  m  the  wilderness  of  M aon,  in  the  plain  on  the  south  of 
ishimon. 

25  Saul  also  and  his  men  went  to  seek  him.  And  they  told  David: 
berefoie  he  came  down  into  a  rock,  and  abode  in  the  wilderness  of 
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Maon.     And  when  Saul  heard  that,  he  pursued  after  David  in  the 
wilderness  of  Maon. 

26  And  Saul  went  on  this  side  of  the  mountain,  and  David  and 
his  men  on  that  side  of  the  mountain:  and  David  made  haste  to  get 
away  for  fear  of  Saul;  for  Saul  and  his  men  compassed  David  and  nis 
men  round  about  to  take  them. 

27  ^  But  there  came  a  messenger  unto  Saul,  saying.  Haste  thee,  and 
come;  for  the  Philistines  have  invaded  the  land. 

28  Wherefore  Saul  returned  from  pursuing  after  David,  and 
went  against  the  Philistines:  therefore  they  called  that  place  Sela- 
hamman-Iekoth.  ^ 

29  Tf  And  David  went  up  from  thence,  and  dwelt  in  strong  holds 
at  En-gedi,* 

Chapter  24 

1  David  in  a  cave  at  En-fedi,  having  cut  off  Saul'8  »kirt^  spareth  Mm  life.    8  He  thewelh  thereby  hi*  innoeenet. 
16  Saui  acknotoledffing  hu  fauU,  takkh  €m  oath  of  David,  ana  departeth, 

ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  retiuned  from  followiM 
the  Philistines,  that  it  was  told  him,  sayings  Behold,  Davia 
^  is  in  the  wilderness  of  En-gedi. 

2  Then  Saul  took  three  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all  Israel,  and 
went  to  seek  David  and  his  men  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goats. 

3  And  he  came  to  the  sheepcotes  bv  the  way,  where  was  a  cave; 
and  Saul  went  in  to  cover  his  feet :  and  David  and  his  men  remained 
in  the  sides  of  the  cave. 

4  And  the  men  of  David  said,  unto  him.  Behold  the  day  of  which  the 
Lord  said  unto  thee,  Behold,  I  will  deliver  thine  enemy  into  thine  hand, 
that  thou  mayest  do  to  him  as  it  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  Then 
David  arose,  and  cut  oflF  the  skirt  of  Saul's  robe  privily. 

5  And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  David's  heart  smote  hinij 
because  he  had  cut  off  SauFs  skirt. 

6  And  he  said  unto  his  men.  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  do 
this  thing  unto  my  master,  the  Lord's  anointed,  to  stretch  forth  mine 
hand  against  him,  seeing  he  is  the  anointed  of  the  Lord. 

7  So  David  stayed  his  servants  with  these  words,  and  suffered  them 
not  to  rise  against  Saul.  But  Saul  rose  up  out  of  the  cave,  and  went 
on  his  way. 

8  Davia  also  arose  afterward,  and  went  out  of  the  cave,  and  cried 
after  Saul,  saying.  My  lord  the  king.  And  when  Saul  looked  behind 
him,  David  stooped  with  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  bowed  himself. 

9  Tf  And  David  said  to  Saul,  Wherefore  hearest  thou  men's  words, 
saying.  Behold,  David  seeketh  thy  hurt  ? 

10  Behold,  this  day  thine  eyes  have  seen  how  that  the  Lord  had 
delivered  thee  to-day  into  mine  hand  in  the  cave:  and  some  bade 

>The  name  meana  "the  rock  of  divisions  or  of  escape.**    *En-gedi  is  aiodcy  wfldernesB  on  the  utiUB 
■bore  of  the  Dead  Sea. 
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^omf  Wtkmntti  i^ome 

BY   A.   dCrU,  a  recent  GEKMAN  ABTIST. 

* 

*\ind  she  said  unto  iheniy  Call  me  not  Naomi,  call  me 
Marar^Ruth,  i,  20. 

UNDER  God's  protectioii  the  young  Moabite  woman 
and  the  ancient  Jewess,  inseparable  companions 
now  forever,  journeyed  in  safely  back  to  Judr.h, 
back  to  the  Messiah's  own  little  citv  of  Bethlehem.  There 
their  return  made  considerable  talk;  for  Elimelech  had  been 
a  man  of  wealth  and  importance  in  the  town  and  was  w^ 
remembered.  Moreover  there  seem  to  have  been  some 
small  properties  of  his  still  remaining,  upon  which  Naomi 
would  liave  some  claim. 

Her  old  neighbors  \isited  her  in  wonder,  asking  "Is 
tliis  Naomi?"  The  question  had  unintended  sharpness, 
for  the  name  Naomi  means  sweetness.  So  that  the  un- 
happy widow  cried  out  that  they  should  not  call  her  thus, 
but  should  rename  her  Mara,  which  means  bitterness; 
"for  the  Almij^litv  hath  dealt  verv  bitten v  with  me. 

**I  went  out  full,  and  the  Ix)rd  hath  brought  me  home 
again  empty:  why  then  call  ye  me  Naomi,  seeing  the  Ix>rd 
hath  testified  against  me,  and  the  Almighty  hath  afflicted 
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^  kill  thee:  but  mine  eye  spared  thee;  and  I  said,  I  will  not  put  forth 
^He  hand  against  my  lord;  for  he  i^  the  Lord's  anointed. 

1 1  Moreover,  my  father,  see,  yea,  see  the  skirt  of  thy  robe  in  my  hand  z. 

V  in  that  I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thv  robe  and  killed  thee  not,  know  thou 

nd  see  that  there  is  neither  evil  nor  transgression  in  mine  hand,  and 

have  not  sinned  against  thee;  yet  thou  huntest  my  soul  to  take  it- 

12  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and  the  Loud  avenge 
le  of  thee:  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee. 

13  As  saith  the  proverb  of  the  ancients,  Wickedness  })roceedeth 
om  the  wicked:  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee. 

14  After  whom  is  the  king  of  Israel  come  out.^  after  whom  dost 
lou  pursue  ?  after  a  dead  dog,  after  a  flea  ? 

15  The  Lord  therefore  be  judge,  and  judge  between  me  and  thee^ 
cxd  see,  and  plead  my  cause,  and  deliver  me  out  of  thine  hand. 

16  Tf  And  it  came  to  pass,  wlien  David  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
tg  these  words  unto  Saul,  that  Saul  said,  /.v  this  thy  voice,  my  son 
►  avid?     And  Saul  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wej)t. 

17  And  he  said  to  David,  l^hou  art  more  righteous  than  I:  for 
iou  hast  rew^arded  me  good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded  thee  evil. 

18  And  thou  hast  shewed  this  day  how  that  thou  hast  dealt  welE 
T^th  me:  forasmuch  as  when  the  Lord  had  delivered  me  into  thine* 
L«ind,  thou  killedst  me  not. 

19  For  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  well  away? 
^"herefore  the  Lord  reward  thee  good  for  that  thou  hast  done  unto 
oe  this  day. 

20  And  now%  behold,  I  know  well  that  thou  slialt  surely  be  king, 
i-nd  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  shall  be  estalilished  in  thine  hand. 

21  Swear  now  therefore  unto  me  by  the  Lord,  that  thou  wilt  not 
-ut  off  mv  seed  after  me,  and  that  thou  wilt  not  destroy  my  name  out 
^f  my  father's  house. 

22  And  David  sware  unto  Saul.  And  Saul  went  home;  but  David 
Sind  his  men  gat  them  up  unto  the  hold. 

Cfjapter  25 

[  Samud  dieOi,  2  David  in  Paran  tenddh  to  Sahnl.  lO  Prorokcfl  hy  XahnVs  rhurlifthnefss,  he  mindcth  tn  dcMrov 
iim,  14  AbigdxU  understanding  thereof,  18  taketh  a  present.  23  and  by  her  wisdom  32  puri^ieth  />«/»•///.  36  Xabat' 
iearing  thereof  dieth.    39  David  taketh  Abiijail  and  Ahint)am  to  be  his  wivts.     44  Michal  is  i/ivai  to  Fhulti. 

D  Samuel  died;  and  all  the  Israelites  were  gathered  together^ 

and  lamented  him,  and  buried  him  in  his  house  at  Ramah. 

And  David  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  I^aran.. 

2  And  there  was  a  man  in  Maon,  whose  ])ossessions  ircrc  in  Car- 
mel;  and  the  man  was  very  great,  and  he  had  three  thousand  sheep^ 
and  a  thousand  goats:  and  he  was  shearing  his  sheep  in  Carmel.* 

3  Now  the  name  of  the  man  was  Nabal ;  and  the  name  of  his  wife 

>Thla  is  not  Mount  Carmel  In  central  Palestine,  but  an  ancient  town  In  the  extreme  south,  between  sizo 
•od  wven  mllei  aouth  of  Hebron. 
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Abigail :  and  she  was  a  woman  of  good  understanding,  and  of  a  beauti- 
ful countenance:  but  the  man  was  churlish  and  evil  in  his  doings; 
and  he  was  of  the  house  of  Caleb. 

4  f  And  Da>id  heard  in  the  wilderness  that  Nabal  did  shear  his  sheep. 

5  And  David  sent  out  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto  the  young 
men.  Get  you  up  to  Carmel,  and  go  to  Nabal,  and  greet  him  in  my  name: 

6  And  thus  snail  ye  say  to  him  that  liveth  in  prosperity^  Peace  be  both 
to  thee,  and  peace  be  to  thine  house,  and  peace  be  unto  all  that  thou  hast. 

7  And  now  I  have  heard  that  thou  hast  shearers :  now  thy  shepherds 
which  were  with  us,  we  hurt  them  not,  neither  was  there  ought  miss- 
ing unto  them,  all  the  while  they  were  in  Carmel. 

8  Ask  thy  young  men,  and  they  will  shew  thee.  Wherefore  let 
the  young  men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes:  for  we  come  in  a  good  day: 
give,  I  pray  thee,  whatsoever  cometh  to  thine  hand  unto  thy  servants, 
and  to  thy  son  David. 

9  And  when  David*s  young  men  came,  they  spake  to  Nabal  ae-  | 
cording  to  all  those  words  in  the  name  of  David,  and  ceased. 

10  Ti  And  Nabal  answered  David's  servants,  and  said,  WTio  is 
D^vid?  and  who  is  the  son  of  Jesse?  there  be  many  servants  no\w' 
a  days  that  break  away  every  man  from  his  master. 

11  Shall  I  then  take  my  bread,  and  my  water,  and  my  flesh  that> 
I  have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  u  unto  men,  whom  I  kno^i*^ 
not  whence  they  be? 

12  So  David  s  young  men  turned  their  way,  and  went  again,  and 
came  and  told  him  all  those  sayings. 

13  And  David  said  unto  his  men.  Gird  ye  on  every  man  his  sword. 
And  they  girded  on  every  man  his  sword;  and  David  also  girded  on 
his  sword:  and  there  went  up  after  David  about  four  hundred  men; 
and  two  hundred  abode  by  trie  stuff. 

14  Tf  But  one  of  the  young  men  told  Abigail,  Nabal's  wife,  saying. 
Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of  the  A^ildemess  to  salute  our 
master;  and  he  railed  on  them. 

15  But  the  men  ^vere  ven^  good  unto  us,  and  we  were  not  hurt, 
neither  missed  we  any  thing,  as  long  as  we  were  conversant  with 
them,  when  we  were  m  the  fields: 

16  They  were  a  wall  unto  us  both  by  night  and  day,  all  the  while 
we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep. 

17  Now  therefore  know  and  consider  what  thou  wilt  do;  for  evil 
is  determined  against  our  master,  and  against  all  his  household:  for 
he  is  such  a  son  of  Belial,  that  a  man  cannot  speak  to  him. 

18  t  Then  Abigail  made  haste,  and  took  two  hundred  loaves, . 
and  two  bottles*  of  wine,  and  five  sheep  ready  dressed,^  and  five^ 
measures  of  parched  corny  and  an  hundred  clusters  of  raisins,  andE 
two  hundred  cakes  of  figs,  and  laid  them  on  asses. 

>Thc  word  -  bottles  "  might  be  better  translated  -  skins."  that  is  goat  skins  made  Into  bags  to  hold  the 
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BT  liOUIB  BRUCK-LAJOB,  A  CONTEMPORART  HUIT* 

GARIAN  PAINTER. 

+ 

^*And  $he  wenU  and  eame^  and  fflMned  in  ikefidd  cfigr 
the  reaperM." — Ruth^  2^  3. 

DURING  the  eariy  part  of  the  Book  of  BoOi* 
Naomi  with  her  sorrows  and  her  strength  is  the 
chief  figure  of  the  book.  But  after  her  return  to 
Bethlehem  with  her  daughter-in-law  Ruth,  the  younger 
woman  becomes  the  centre  of  the  story.  The  problem  at 
finding  food  was  a  difficult  one  for  the  two  wanderos. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  period  of  their  return  was  **m 
the  beginning  of  the  barley  harvest;"  and  one  of  the  laifs 
of  Moses  established  the  right  of  the  poor  to  follow  after 
the  farmers,  gleaning  the  scattered  wisps  of  grain  that 
had  been  left  behind. 

So  Ruth  in  her  sore  need  went  out  on  the  sunlit  plain 
where  for  mile  after  mile  the  ripe  fields  of  grain  spread 
out  with  never  a  fence  between  them;  and  she  followed 
the  reapers.  She  did  not,  however,  wander  as  dumoe 
might  lead;  for  in  those  rough  da\'s  there  was  mudi  danger 
to  a  woman  who  thus  went  forth  alone  and  unprotected. 
The  men  of  Israel  were  rude  and  wild.  But  NaomTa 
husband  had  been  kin  to  one  of  the  chief  men  of  Judah, 
Boaz  by  name,  an  elderly  man,  wise,  wealthy,  and  benevo- 
lent. So  by  Naomi's  counsel  Ruth  sought  the  field  of 
Boaz,  feeling  that  under  the  eye  of  such  a  man  she  would 
be  safe. 


^r-  ] 


ii:  76 


FIRST  SAMUEL  XXV — ABIGAIL  SEEKS  MERCY  533 

19  And  she  said  unto  her  servants.  Go  on  before  me;  behold,  I 
Come  after  you.     But  she  told  not  her  husband  Nabal. 

20  And  it  was  so,  as  she  rode  on  the  ass,  that  she  came  down  by 
the  covert  of  the  hill,  and,  behold,  David  and  his  men  came  down 
igainst  her;  and  she  met  them. 

21  Now  David  had  said.  Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept  all  that  this 
*^llow  hath  in  the  wilderness,  so  that  nothing  was  missed  of  all  that 
Pertained  unto  him:  and  he  hath  requited  me  evil  for  good. 

22  So  and  more  also  do  God  unto  the  enemies  of  David,  if  I  leave 
'f  all  that  pertain  to  him  by  the  morning  light  any  male. 

23  And  when  Abigail  saw  David,  she  hasted,  and  lighted  off  the 
.^ss,  and  fell  before  David  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground, 

24  And  fell  at  his  feet,  and  said.  Upon  me,  my  lord,  upon  me  let 
his  iniquity  be:  and  let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee,  speak  in  thine 
Ludience,  and  hear  the  words  of  thine  handmaid. 

25  Let  not  my  lord,  I  pray  thee,  regard  this  man  of  Belial,  even 
^abal:  for  as  his  name  is,  so  is  he;  Nabal*  is  his  name,  and  folly  is 
sdth  him:  but  I  thine  handmaid  saw  not  the  young  men  of  my  lord, 
irhom  thou  didst  send. 

26  Now  therefore,  my  lord,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul 
Lveth,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  withholden  thee  from  coming  to  shed 
ilood,  and  from  avenging  thyself  with  thine  own  hand,  now  let  thine 
inemies,  and  they  that  seek  evil  to  my  lord,  be  as  Nabal. 

27  And  now  this  blessing  which  thine  handmaid  hath  brought  unto 
ny  lord,  let  it  even  be  given  unto  the  young  men  that  follow  my  lord. 

28  I  pray  thee,  forgive  the  trespass  of  thine  handmaid:  for  the 
Lord  will  certainly  make  my  lonl  a  sure  house;  because  my  lord 
ighteth  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  evil  hath  not  been  found  in  thee 
Tu  thy  days. 

29  Yet^  a  man  is  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and  to  seek  thy  soul:  but 
the  soul  of  my  lord  shall  be  bound  in  the  bundle  of  Hfe  with  the  I^ord 
thy  God;  and  the  souls,  of  thine  enemies,  them  shall  he  shng  out,  a^ 
7ut  of  the  middle  of  a  sling. 

30  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  done  to 
my  lord  according  to  all  the  good  that  he  hath  spoken  concerning 
thee,  and  shall  have  appointed  thee  ruler  over  Israel; 

31  That  this  shall  be  no  grief  unto  thee,  nor  offence  of  heart  unto 
my  lord,  either  that  thou  hast  shed  blood  causeless,  or  that  my  lord 
liath  avenged  himself:  but  when  the  Lord  shall  have  dealt  well  with  my 
lord,  then  remember  thine  handmaid. 

32  ^  And  Da\id  said  to  Abigail,  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
wrhich  sent  thee  this  day  to  meet  me: 

33  And  blessed  be  thy  advice,  and  blessed  be  thou,  which  hast  kept 

1  Nabal  means  "fool."    «The  Revised  Version  reads,  "And  though   man  be  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and 
o  seek  thy  soul,  yet  the  soul  of  my  lord,**  etc. 
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me  this  day  from  coming  to  shed  blood,  and  from  avenging  mysei 
wth  mine  own  hand. 

34  For  in  very  deed,  as  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  which  hati 
kept  me  back  from  hmling  thee,  except  thou  hadst  hasted  and  come 
to  meet  me,  surely  there  had  not  been  left  unto  Nabal  by  the  morning 
light  any  male. 

35  So  David  received  of  her  hand  that  which  she  had  brought  hiia 
and  said  unto  her.  Go  up  in  peace  to  thine  house;  see,  I  have  heart 
ened  to  thy  voice,  and  have  accepted  thy  person. 

36  ^  And  Abigail  came  to  N  abal ;  and,  behold,  he  held  a  feas 
in  his  house,  like  the  feast  of  a  king;  and  NabaFs  heart  was  mern 
within  him,  for  he  was  very  drunken:  wherefore  she  told  him  nothing 
less  or  more,  until  the  morning  light. 

37  But  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was  goa^ 
out  of  Nabal,  and  his  vdfe  had  told  him  these  things,  that  his  hear 
died  within  him,  and  he  became  as  a  stone. 

38  And  it  came  to  pass  about  ten  days  after^  that  the  Lord  smot^ 
Nabal  that  he  died. 

39  ^  And  when  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  said,  Blessec 
be  the  Lord,  that  hath  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  reproach  from  the  banc 
of  Nabal,  and  hath  kept  his  servant  from  evil:  for  the  Lord  hatt 
returned  the  wickedness  of  Nabal  upon  his  own  head.  And  Davie 
sent  and  communed  with  Abigail,  to  take  her  to  him  to  wife. 

40  And  when  the  servants  of  David  were  come  to  Abigail  to  Car 
mel,  they  spake  unto  her,  saying,  David  sent  us  unto  thee,  to  tak< 
thee  to  him  to  wife. 

41  And  she  arose,  and  bowed  herself  on  her  face  to  the  earth,  an< 
said.  Behold,  let  thine  handmaid  be  a  servant  to  wash  the  feet  of  th 
servants  of  my  lord. 

42  And  Abigail  hasted,  and  arose,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with  fiv 
damsels  of  hers  that  went  after  her;  and  she  went  after  the  messenger 
of  David,  and  became  his  w^fe. 

43  David  also  took  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel;  and  they  were  also  bot 
of  them  his  wives. 

44  ^  But  Saul  had  given  Michal  his  daughter,  David's  wife,  \ 
Phalti  the  son  of  Laish,  which  was  of  Gallim. 

Chapter  26 

1  Saui,  by  the  discovery  of  the  Ziphitet,  ctmuih  to  HachUah  againnl  David.  5  Darid  ecming  into  the  irenek  Mayi 
Abishai  from  killing  Saul,  but  taketh  his  spear  and  cruse.  13  David  repraveih  Abner,  18  and  exkortelk  Sa 
21  Saul  acknouiedffdh  his  sin. 


IND  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying.  Doth  m 
David  hiae  himself  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  befoi 
Jeshimon  ? 
2  Then  Saul  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Zip! 
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IN  PARIS  1874. 

+ 

**And  when  she  teas  risen  up  to  glean^  Boaz  eommanded 
his  young  men,  saying.  Let  her  glean  even  among  the 
sheai^s^-^Rvth,  2,  15. 

)AZ  was  a  man  of  noble  character.  He  is  pictured 
for  us  as  he  goes  forth  among  the  reapers  to  over- 
see their  work.  His  salutation  to  his  men  is  one 
of  kindness,  "The  Lord  be  with  you;"  and  their  answer 
is  of  welcome,  **The  Lord  Uess  thee." 

The  keen-eyed  master  at  '>nce  noticed  the  strange 
woman  in  the  field  and  questioned  his  head  servant  about 
her.  When  he  heard  that  she  was  Ruth,  the  Moabite 
woman  who  had  devoted  herself  to  Naomi,  his  heart 
pitied  her,  and  he  addressed  her  in  words  of  praise  for  her 
self -sacrifice. 

The  humble  Ruth,  surprised  that  this  great  lord  should 
take  such  kindly  notice  of  her,  answered  with  deep  grati* 
tude;  and  Boaz,  approving  her  gentleness  and  modesty, 
directed  his  ser>'ants  to  show  her  special  favor.  At  the 
simple  noon-tide  meal  in  the  field,  he  gave  her  bread  and 
let  her  dip  it  in  the  liquid  that  he  drank.  AJso  he  handed 
her  parched  corn  from  his  own  meal.  He  bade  the 
reapers  leave  plenty  of  grain  behind  for  her  gleaning; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  day  he  extended  his  protection  over 
her,  saving,  ''Thou  shalt  keep  fast  by  my  young  men, 
until  they  have  ended  all  my  har\'est." 
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^^V^ng  three  thousand  chosen  men  of  Israel  with  him,  to  seek  David 
^  the  wilderness  of  Ziph. 

^  And  Saul  pitched  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  w  before  Jeshi- 
?^on,  by  the  way.  But  David  abode  in  the  wilderness,  and  he  saw 
^*^at  Saul  came  after  him  into  the  wilderness. 

4  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and  understood  that  Saul  was 
^f>ine  in  very  deed. 

5  If  And  David  arose,  and  came  to  the  place  where  Saul  had 
pitched:  and  David  beheld  the  place  where  Saul  lay,  and  Abner  the 
Son  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his  host:  and  Saul  lay  in  the  trench,^  and 
^he  people  pitched  round  about  him. 

6  Then  answered  David  and  said  to  Ahimelech  the  Hittite,  and 
1x>  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  brother  to  Joab,  saying.  Who  will  go 
down  with  me  to  Saul  to  the  camp?  And  Abishai  said,  I  will  go 
down  with  thee. 

7  So  David  and  Abishai  came  to  the  people  by  night:  and,  l)ehold, 
Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  trench,  and  nis  spear  stuck  in  the  ground 
at  his  bolster:  but  Abner  and  the  people  lay  round  about  him. 

8  Then  said  Abishai  to  David,  God  hath  delivered  thine  enemy 
into  thine  hand  this  day:  now  therefore  let  me  smite  him,  I  pray  thee, 
with  the  spear  even  to  the  earth  at  once,  and  I  will  not  smite  him  the 
second  time. 

9  And  David  said  to  Abishai,  Destrov  him  not;  for  who  can  stretch 
forth  his  hand  against  the  Lord's  anomted,  and  be  guiltless  ? 

10  David  said  furthermore,  ^1^  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord  shall 
Smite  him;  or  his  day  shall  come  to  die;  or  he  shall  descend  into  battle, 
^nd  perish. 

11  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  stretch  forth  mine  hand  against 
the  Lord's  anointed:  but,  I  pray  thee,  take  thou  now  the  spear  that 
"is  at  his  bolster,  and  the  cruse  of  water,  and  let  us  go. 

12  So  David  took  the  spear  and  the  cruse  of  water  from  Saul's 
l>olster;  and  they  gat  them  away,  and  no  man  saw  /<,  nor  knew  tf, 
:toeither  awaked:  for  they  were  all  asleep;  because  a  deep  sleep  from 
^he  Lord  was  fallen  upon  them. 

13  ^  Then  David  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and  stood  on  the 
"top  of  an  hill  afar  off;  a  great  space  being  between  them: 

14  And  David  cried  to  the  people,  and  to  Abner  the  son  of  Ner, 
^avin^,  Answerest  thou  not,  Abner?  Then  Abner  answered  and 
said.  Who  art  thou  that  criest  to  the  king  ? 

15  And  David  said  to  Abner,  Art  not  thou  a  valiant  man.?  and 
who  is  like  to  thee  in  Israel  ?  wherefore  then  hast  thou  not  kept  thy 
lord  the  king  ?  for  there  came  one  of  the  people  in  to  destroy  the  king 
thy  lord. 

16  This  thing  is  not  good  that  thou  hast  done.    As  the  Lord 

K)r  "tMRfcade."  or  "entr^nchmeiit.'* 


536  FIRST  SAMUEL  XXVI — SAUL*S  SHAME 

liveth,  ye  are  worthy  to  die,  because  ye  have  not  kept  your  master, 
the  Lord's  anointed.  And  now  see  where  the  king  s  spear  m,  and 
the  cruse  of  water  that  was  at  his  bolster. 

17  And  Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and  said,  7^  this  thy  voice,  my 
son  David  ?  and  David  said.  It  is  my  voice,  my  lord,  O  kin^. 

18  And  he  said.  Wherefore  doth  my  lord  thus  pursue  after  his  ser- 
vant ?  for  what  have  I  done  ?  or  what  evil  is  in  mine  hand  ? 

19  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  lord  the  king  hear  the  words 
of  his  servant.  If  the  Lord  have  stirred  thee  up  against  me,  let  him 
accept  an  offering:  but  if  they  be  the  children  oi  men,  cursed  be  they 
before  the  Lord;  for  they  have  driven  me  out  this  day  from  abiding 
in  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Go,  serve  other  gods. 

20  Now  therefore,  let  not  my  blood  fall  to  the  earth  before  the  face 
of  the  Lord  :  for  the  king  of  Israel  is  come  out  to  seek  a  flea,  as  when 
one  doth  hunt  a  Dartrid^  in  the  mountains. 

21  Tf  Then  said  Saul,  I  have  sinned:  return,  my  son.  David:  for  I 
will  no  more  do  thee  harm,  because  my  soul  was  precious  in  thine 
eyes  this  day:  behold,  I  have  played  the  fool,  and  have  erred  exceedingly. 

22  And  David  answered  and  said.  Behold  the  king's  spear!  and 
let  one  of  the  young  men  come  over  and  fetch  it. 

23  The  Lord  render  to  every  man  his  righteousness  and  his  faith- 
fulness :  for  the  Lord  delivered  thee  into  my  hand  to-day,  but  I  would 
not  stretch  forth  mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed. 

24  And,  behold,  as  thy  life  was  much  set  by  this  day  in  mine  eyes, 
so  let  my  life  be  much  set  by  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  let  him 
deliver  me  out  of  all  tribulation. 

25  Then  Saul  said  to  David,  Blessed  be  thou,  my  son  David:  thou 
shalt  both  do  great  things^  and  also  shalt  still  prevail.  So  David 
went  on  his  way,  and  Saul  returned  to  his  place. 

Ciiapter  27 

1  Saul  hearing  Dnrid  to  he  in  Gnth  seeketh  nn  more  for  him.     o  David  bcggeUi  Ziklao  of  AdHUL    8  He  invadifi§ 
ether  countries  persuadeth  Achish  he  fought  against  Judah. 

ND  David  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  now  perish  one  day  bv 
the  hand  of  Saul :  there  is  nothing  better  tor  me  than  tnat  \ 
should  speedily  escape  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines;  and 
laul  shall  despair  of  me,  to  seek  me  any  more  in  any  coast  of  Israel: 
so  shall  I  escape  out  of  his  hand. 

2  And  David  arose,  and  he  passed  over  with  the  six  hundred  men 
that  were  with  him  unto  Achisn,  the  son  of  Maoch,  king  of  Gath. 

3  And  Da\4d  dwelt  \^'ith  Achish  at  Gath,  he  and  his  men,  every 
man  with  his  household,  evev,  David  with  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam 
the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  the  Carmelitess,  NabaPs  wife. 

4  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  fled  to  Gath:  and  he  sought 
no  more  again  for  him. 
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Slut^  at  t^e  Stti  iA  JUm} 

BY  W.  MONT  AG  VK  (WRY,  A  CONTEMPORAKT  AllEBICAN 

ARTIST. 
+ 

**And  U  came  to  pas»  at  midnight^  that  the  nuin  waa 
afraid,  and  turned  him^f;  and,  behold^  a  womait  lay  at 
his  feetr^Ruih,  3,  8. 

THAT  first  e\'ening  Ruth  told  Naomi  all  that  Boai 
had  said  and  done  for  her.  The  worldlv-wiae 
elder  woman  Haw  that  the  great  man's  admirationwas 
aroused.  When  the  han^st  of  barley  was  finished,  and 
also  that  of  wheat,  so  that  there  was  no  longer  excuse  for 
keeping  Ruth  in  the  sight  of  Bonz,  Xaomi  decided  that 
the  time  was  come  for  a  more  positive  move.  She  bade 
the  obedient  Ruth  go  to  where  Bonz  had  been  superin- 
intending  the  threshing  of  his  grain;  and  when  he,  in 
the  simplicity  of  the  manners  of  the  time,  lay  down  at 
night  to  repose  near  his  workmen  on  the  threshing  floor, 
Ruth  was  to  lay  herself  at  his  feet.  This  was  a  sign,  not 
coiLsidered  indelicate  in  those*  (lavs,  that  the  wonuin 
proifered  herself  to  the  man  in  marriage. 

Rutli  did  as  she  was  bid:  but  in  her  sh\'ness,  she  waited 
until  Boaz  was  asleep.  He  had  oaten  and  drunken  heavily, 
so  not  until  the  night  was  half  .s{>ent  did  he  begin  to  be 
dimly  conscious  of  the  form  lying  at  his  feet.  At  first 
he  was  afraid;  for  this  might  well  l»e  a  roblxT  or  perchance 
a  muniered  man.  He  <|iiestioned  hesitantly,  "AMio  art 
thour"  And  she  answeretl  with  her  name. 
Then  Boaz  raised  her  up  and  blessed  her 
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5  ^  And  David  said  unto  Achish,  If  I  have  now  found  grace  in 
one  eyes,  let  them  give  me  a  place  in  some  town  in  the  country,  that 
may  dwell  there:  for  why  should  thy  servant  dwell  in  the  royal  city 
ith  thee? 

6  Then  Achish  gave  him  Ziklag  that  day:  wherefore  Ziklag  per- 
ineth  unto  the  kings  of  Judah  unto  this  day. 

7  And  the  time  that  David  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the  Philistines 
as  a  full  year  and  four  months. 

8  Tf  And  David  and  his  men  went  up,  and  invaded  the  Geshurites, 
nd  the  Grezrites,  and  the  Amalekites:  for  those  nations  were  of  old 
16  inhabitants  of  the  land,  as  thou  goest  to  Shur,  even  unto  the  land 
fEgypt. 

9  And  David  smote  the  land,  and  left  neither  man  nor  woman  alive, 
nd  took  away  the  sheep,  and  the  oxen,  and  the  asses,  and  the  cam- 
Is,  and  the  apparel,  and  returned,  and  came  to  Achish. 

10  And  Acnish  said,  Whither  have  ye  made  a  road  to-day  ?*  And 
'avid  said.  Against  the  south  of  Judah,  and  against  the  south  of  the 
^rahmeelites,  and  against  the  south  of  the  Kenites. 

1 1  And  David  saved  neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  to  bring  tidings 
Gath,  saying.  Lest  they  should  tell  on  us,  saying.  So  did  David, 

id  so  vriU  he  his  manner^  all  the  while  he  dwelleth  in  the  country  of 
e  Philistines. 

12  And  Achish  believed  David,  saying.  He  hath  made  his  people 
rael  utterly  to  abhor  him;  therefore  he  shall  be  my  servant  for  ever. 

Chapter  28 

AdiUk  fnuUelh  eonfU^n^  in  David.    3  Saul,  having  destroyed  the  vilche^,  4  and  now  in  hi8  fear  forsaken  of  Ood 

mragea  by  Saul,  raiseth  up  Samuel.     16  Saul,  hearing  his  ruin,  fatnUth, 


to  a  wUck.    9  The  witch,  encourage 
I  The  woman  with  hi*  tervants  refresh  him  with  meaL 

|ND  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days  that  the  Philistines  gathered 

their  armies  together  for  warfare,  to  fight  with  Israel.     And 

Achish  said  unto  David,  Know  thou  assuredly,  that  thou 

i»Jt  go  out  with  me  to  battle,  thou  and  thy  men. 

2  And  David  said  to  Achish,  Surely  tnou  shalt  know  what  thy 

jrvant  can  do.     And  Achish  said  to  David,  Therefore  will  I  make 

lee  keeper  of  mine  head  for  ever. 

8  Tf  Inow  Samuel  was  dead,  and  all  Israel  had  lamented  him,  and 
uried  him  in  Ramah,  even  in  his  own  city.  And  Saul  had  put  away 
lose  that  had  familiar  spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the  land. 

4  And  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together,  and  came  and 
itched  in  Shunem;  and  Saul  gathered  all  Israel  together,  and  they 
itched  in  Gilboa. 

5  And  when  Saul  saw  the  host  of  the  Philistines,  he  was  afraid, 
nd  his  heart  greatly  trembled. 

"Tbe  AnMfleui  Revision  n«di, ''Agalnit  whom  bAToy^inada  a  x»ldt^^       >The  EerlMd  Venkm 
idL  **  And  10  hnlh  teen  Ui  nuumer. .  eto. 
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6  And  when  Saul  inquired  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  answered  him 
not,  neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  prophets. 

7  ^  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  servants,  Seek  me  a  woman  that  hath 
a  familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go  to  her,  and  inquire  of  her.  And  his 
servants  said  to  him.  Behold,  there  is  a  woman  that  hath  a  familiar 
spirit  at  En-dor. 

8  And  Saul  disguised  himself,  and  put  on  other  raiment,  and  he 
went,  and  two  men  with  him,  and  they  came  to  the  woman  by  night; 
and  he  said,  I  pray  thee,  divine  unto  me  by  the  famiUar  spirit,  and 
bring  me  him  up,  whom  I  shall  name  unto  thee. 

9  And  the  woman  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thou  knowest  what  Saul 
hath  done,  how  he  hath  cut  off  those  that  have  famiUar  spirits,  and 
the  wizards,  out  of  the  land :  wherefore  then  layest  thou  a  snare  for 
my  life,  to  cause  me  to  die  ? 

10  And  Saul  sware  to  her  by  the  Lord,  saying.  As  the  Lord  liveth, 
there  shall  no  punishment  happen  to  thee  for  this  thing. 

11  Then  said  the  woman,  vVhom  shall  I  bring  up  unto  thee?  And 
he  said,  Bring  me  up  Samuel.^ 

12  And  when  the  woman  saw  Samuel,  she  cried  with  a  loud  voice  — 
and  the  woman  spake  to  Saul,  saying.  Why  hast  thou  deceived  meS^ 
for  thou  art  Saul. 

13  And  the  king  said  unto  her.  Be  not  afraid:  for  what  sawest  thou0 
And  the  woman  said  unto  Saul,  I  saw  gods  ascending  out  of  the  earth  — 

14  And  he  said  unto  her.  What  form  t^  he  of  ?  And  she  said^ 
An  old  man  cometh  up;  and  he  is  covered  with  a  mantle.  And  SauI3 
perceived  that  it  was  Samuel,  and  he  stooped  with  his  face  to  the 
ground,  and  bowed  himself. 

15  ^  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Why  hast  thou  disquieted  me,  tC 
bring  me  up?  And  Saul  answered,  I  am  sore  distressed;  for  the 
Philistines  make  war  against  me,  and  God  is  departed  from  me,  anC 
answereth  me  no  more,  neither  by  prophets,  nor  oy  dreams:  therefore 
I  have  called  thee,  that  thou  mayest  make  known  unto  me  what 
shall  do. 

16  Then  said  Samuel,  Wherefore  then  dost  thou  ask  of  me, 
the  Lord  is  departed  from  thee,  and  is  become  thine  enemy  ? 

17  And  the  Lord  hath  done  to  him,  as  he  spake  by  me:  for  th— 
Lord  hath  rent  the  kingdom  out  of  thine  hand,  and  given  it  to  th"^ 
neighbour,  even  to  David: 

18  Because  thou  obeyedst  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  nor  ex< 
cutedst  his  fierce  wTath  upon  Amalek,  therefore  hath  the  Lord  do 
this  thing  unto  thee  this  aay. 

19  Moreover  the  Lord  will  also  deliver  Israel  with  thee  into  th^ 
hand  of  the  Philistines :  and  to-morrow  shaU  thou  and  thy  sons  be  witft 
me:  the  Lord  also  shall  deliver  the  host  of  Israel  into  the  hand  of 
the  Philistines. 
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**  Therefore  the  kinsman  eaid  unio  Boos,  Byy  it  for  thee. 
So  he  drew  off  his  shoe.** — RtUh^  4*  S. 

BOAZ  acted  toward  Ruth  with  true  affectkmaa  also 
\nth  wifldom  and  generoaity.  There  was,  he  told 
her,  a  kinsman  nearer  of  blood  to  Naomi's  husband 
than  he.  This  man  had  therefore  the  first  ri^t  to  act  as 
protector  to  the  two  women.  Boaz  would  speak  to  him» 
and  if  the  other  refused  to  assume  the  responsibility,  then 
Boaz  would  be  both  guardian  and  husband.  Meanwhile 
he  sent  Ruth  home  with  a  rich  store  of  grain.  When 
Naomi  was  told  of  this  she  was  shrewdly  content,  and 
bade  Ruth  sit  quietly  at  home,  '*For  the  man  will  not  be 
in  rest,  until  he  have  finished  the  thing  this  day." 

She  was  right  as  usual.  Boaz  went  at  once  to  the  gen- 
eral meeting  place  of  men,  the  gate  of  the  dty.  There 
finding  the  kinsman  he  sought,  he  addressed  him  cautioiis* 
ly  as  though  the  matter  were  merely  one  of  business,  the 
redeeming  of  the  lost  property  of  Naomi's  husband. 
The  kinsman  had  no  wish  to  involve  himsdf  in  this,  so 
Boaz  offered  to  relieve  him  of  all  responsibility  about  the 
women.  The  offer  was  ^adly  accepted,  and,  as  the 
custran  of  those  days  was  in  confirming  a  bargain,  the 
kinsman  plucked  off  his  shoe  and  in  the  sight  of  all  men 
handed  it  to  Boaz.  Metaphorically  now  Boaz  was  to 
stand  in  the  other's  shoes,  to  take  his  place  toward  Naomi 
and  Ruth. 
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20  Then  Saul  fell  straightway  all  along  on  the  earth,  and  was  sore 
fraid,  because  of  the  words  of  Samuel:  and  there  was  no  strength  in 
im;  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread  all  the  day,  nor  all  the  night. 

21  ^  And  the  woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he  was  sore 
roubled,  and  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thine  handmaid  hath  obeyed 
by  voice,  and  I  have  put  my  life  in  my  hand,  and  have  hearkened 
nto  thy  words  which  thou  spakest  unto  me. 

22  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  hearken  thou  also  unto  the  voice 
f  thine  handmaid,  and  let  me  set  a  morsel  of  bread  before  thee; 
nd  eat,  that  thou  mayest  have  strength,  when  thou  goest  on  thy 
^ay. 

23  But  he  refused,  and  said,  I  will  not  eat.  But  his  servants, 
>gether  with  the  woman,  compelled  him;  and  he  hearkened  unto 
beir  voice.     So  he  arose  from  the  earth,  and  sat  upon  the  bed. 

24  And  the  woman  had  a  fat  calf  in  the  house;  and  she  hasted,  and 
illed  it,  and  took  flour,  and  kneaded  if,  and  did  bake  unleavened 
read  thereof: 

25  And  she  brought  it  before  Saul,  and  before  his  servants;  and 
liey  did  eat.     Then  they  rose  up,  and  went  away  that  night. 

Chapter  29 

David  marching  irith  the  Philistines,  3  is  disallowed  by  their  princes.    6  Achish  dismisselh  him,  vyiUi  commenda- 
ms  of  his  fidelity. 

OW  the  Philistines  gathered  together  all  their  armies  to 
Aphek:  and  the  Israelites  pitched  by  a  fountain  which  is  in 
Jezreel. 

2  And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  passed  on  by  hundreds,  and  by 
lousands:  but  David  and  his  men  passed  on  in  the  rereward  with 
.chish. 

3  Then  said  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  What  do  these  Hebrews 
ere?  And  Achish  said  unto  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  Is  not 
lis  David,  the  servant  of  Saul  the  king  of  Israel,  which  hath  been 
dth  me  these  days,  or  these  years,  and  1  have  found  no  fault  in  him 
ince  he  fell  V7ito  me  unto  this  day  ? 

4  And  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  were  wToth  ^^^th  him;  and  the 
rinces  of  the  Philistines  said  unto  him.  Make  this  fellow  return, 
[lat  he  may  go  again  to  his  place  which  thou  hast  appointed  him, 
nd  let  him  not  go  down  with  us  to  battle,  lest  in  the  battle  he  be  an 
dversary  to  us:  for  wherewith  should  he  reconcile  himself  unto  his 
laster  ?  should  it  not  be  with  the  heads  of  these  men  ? 

5  7^  not  this  David,  of  whom  they  sang  one  to  another  in  dances, 
aying,  Saul  slew  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands  ? 

6  Tf  Then  Achish  called  David,  and  said  unto  liim.  Surely,  as  the 
X)RD  liveth,  thou  hast  been  upright,  and  thy  going  out  and  thy  com- 
ig  in  with  me  in  the  host  is  good  in  my  sight :  for  I  have  not  found 
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evil  in  thee  since  the  day  of  thy  coining  unto  me  unto  this  day :  never 
theless  the  lords  favour  thee  not. 

7  Wherefore  now  return,  and  go  in  peace,  that  thou  displease  not 
the  lords  of  the  Philistines. 

8  ^  And  David  said  unto  Achish,  But  what  have  I  done  ?  and  what 
hast  thou  found  in  thy  servant  so  long  as  I  have  been  with  thee  unto 
this  day,  that  I  may  not  go  fight  against  the  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king  ? 

9  And  Achish  answered  and  said  to  David,  I  know  that  thou  art  good 
in  my  sight,  as  an  an^l  of  God :  notwithstanding  the  princes  of  the 
Philistines  have  said.  He  shall  not  to  up  with  us  to  the  battle. 

10  Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  tne  morning  with  thy  master's 
6er«^ants  that  are  come  wdth  thee:  and  as  soon  as  ye  be  up  early  in 
the  morning,  and  have  light,  depart. 

11  So  David  and  his  men  rose  up  early  to  depart  in  the  morning, 
to  return  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines.  And  the  Philistines  went  up 
to  Jezreel. 

Cfjopter   30 

1  The  Amalekites  y>ou  Ziklag.  4  David  asking  caufuel  is  enetmraoed  by  Ood  to  pwnue  Ihem.  11  By  the  menju  cf 
a  rtvived  Egyj^an  ne  is  brought  to  the  enemies,  and  recovereth  all  the  spoil.  22  David's  law  to  divide  Uu  spou 
equally  between  them  that  jijht  and  them  that  keep  the  stuff.    He  sendeth  pttsenis  to  his  frimds. 

ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  and  his  men  were  come  to 
Ziklag  on  the  third  day,  that  the  Amalekites  had  invaded  the 
south,  and  Ziklag,  and  smitten  Ziklag,  and  burned  it  with  fire; 

2  And  had  taken  the'  women  captives,  that  were  therein:  they  slew 
not  any,  either  great  or  omall,  but  carried  them  away,  and  went  on 
their  way. 

3  ^  So  Da\id  and  his  ri^en  came  to  the  city,  and,  behold,  it  vkls 
burned  with  fire;  and  their  wives,  and  their  sons,  and  their  daughters, 
were  taken  captives. 

4  Then  David  and  the  people  that  icere  with  him  lifted  up  their 
voice  and  wept,  until  they  nad  no  more  power  to  weep. 

5  iVnd  David's  two  wives  wei^  taken  captives,  Ahinoam  the 
Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  the  wife  of  Nabal  the  Carmelite. 

6  And  David  was  greath-  distressed;  for  the  people  spake  of  ston- 
ing him,  because  the  soul  of  aH  the  people  was  grieved,  every  man 
for  his  sons,  and  for  his  daughters:  but  David  encouraged  himself  in 
the  Lord  his  God. 

7  And  David  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest,  Ahimelech's  son,  I  pray 
thee,  bring  me  hither  the  ephod.  And  Abiathar  brought  thither 
the  ephod  to  David. 

8  And  David  inquired  at  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  pursue   after 
this  troop  .^  shall  I  overtake  them?    And  he  answered  nim.  Pursue:- 
for  thou  shalt  surely  overtake  them,  and  without  fail  recover  aU. 

9  So  David  went,  he  and  the  six  hundred  men  that  were  with  him^ 
and  came  to  the  brook  Besor,  where  those  that  were  left  behind  staved* 
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BY  T.  M«  BOOKS,  B.  W.  8^  A  CONTEMPOBABT  BRITISH 

P4JDITEB. 

4- 

**And  Naomi  took  ths  child^  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom, 
and  became  nurse  unto  ii.^* — Ruih,  4*  16, 

THE  story  of  Ruth  is  told  at  such  length  in  the  Bible 
because  this  Moabite  woman,  this  stranger  from 
outside  of  Israel,  became  the  ancestress  of  David, 
Israel's  foremost  king;  and  from  David's  descendants  was 
to  arise  the  long  expected  Messiah. 

The  mother  of  Boaz  had  been  Rahab,  the  Canaanite 
woman  who  saved  the  spies  of  Joshua  and  was  adopted 
into  Israel.  Now  the  wife  of  Boaz  was  also  an  outsider. 
Yet  so  favorably  had  Ruth  impressed  the  elders  of  Beth- 
lehem that  when  Boaz  announced  his  intention  of  wed- 
ding  her,  there  was  no  opposition  but  only  warmest  bless- 
ing. *'The  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is  come  into  thy 
house  like  Rachel  and  like  Leah,  which  two  did  build 
the  house  of  Israel.** 

So  they  were  wedded,  and  Ruth  bore  a  son,  *'and  they 
called  his  name  Obed.**  When  Ruth  placed  her  babe 
in  his  grandmother's  arms,  the  aged  Naomi  felt  that  her 
cup  of  happiness  was  once  more  full.  Descendants, 
be  it  remembered,  were  a  Hebrew  woman's  dearest  wbh. 
So  all  the  women  of  Israel  rejoiced  with  Naomi,  saying, 
*'And  he  shall  be  unto  thee,  a  restorer  of  thy  life,  and  a 
nourisher  of  thine  old  age:  for  thy  dau^ter-in-law,  whidi 
loveth  thee,  which  is  better  to  thee  than 
seven  sons,  hath  borne  him." 
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10  But  David  pursued,  he  and  four  hundred  men:  for  two  hundred 
ibode  behind,  wnich  were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  go  over  the 
>rook  Besor. 

11  f  And  they  found  an  Egyptian  in  the  field,  and  brought  him 
o  David,  and  gave  him  bread,  and  he  did  eat;  and  they  made  him 
irink  water; 

12  And  they  gave  him  a  piece  of  a  cake  of  figs,  and  two  clusters 
>f  raisins:  and  when  he  had  eaten,  his  spirit  came  again  to  him: 
:or  he  had  eaten  no  bread,  nor  drunk  any  water,  three  days  and  three 
odghts. 

13  And  David  said  unto  him,  To  whom  helongest  thou  ?  and  whence 
%rl  thou  ?  And  he  said,  I  am  a  young  man  of  Egypt,  servant  to  an 
^malekite;  and  my  master  left  me,  because  three  days  agone  I  fell  sick. 

14  We  made  an  invasion  upon  the  south  of  the  Cherethites,  and 
upon  the  coaM  which  belongeth  to  Judah,  and  upon  the  south  of  Caleb; 
smd  we  burned  Zikla^  with  fire. 

15  And  David  said  to  him,  Canst  thou  bring  me  down  to  this  com- 
pany ?  And  he  said,  Swear  unto  me  by  God,  that  thou  wilt  neither 
tdll  me,  nor  deliver  me  into  the  hands  of  my  master,  and  I  will  bring 
thee  down  to  this  company. 

16  ^  And  when  he  had  brought  him  down,  behold,  they  were  spread 
ibroad  upon  all  the  earth,  eating  and  drinking,  and  dancing,  because 
)f  all  the  great  spoil  that  thev  had  taken  out  of  the  land  of  the  Phil- 
stines,  and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah. 

17  And  David  smote  them  from  the  twilight  even  unto  the  evening 
if  the  next  day:  and  there  escaped  not  a  man  of  them,  save  four 
lundred  young  men,  which  rode  upon  camels,  and  fled. 

18  And  David  recovered  all  that  the  Amalekites  had  carried  away: 
jid  David  rescued  his  two  wives. 

19  And  there  was  nothing  lacking  to  them,  neither  small  nor  great, 
leither  sons  nor  daughters,  neither  spoil,  nor  any  thing  that  they  had 
aken  to  them:  David  recovered  all. 

20  And  David  took  all  the  flocks  and  the  herds,  which  they  drave 
)efore  those  other  cattle,  and  said.  This  is  David's  spoil. 

21  ^  And  David  came  to  the  two  hundred  men,  which  were  so 
■aint  that  they  could  not  follow  David,  whom  they  had  made  also  to 
ibide  at  the  brook  Besor:  and  they  went  forth  to  meet  David,  and 
x>  meet  the  people  that  were  with  him:  and  when  David  came  near 
x>  the  people,  he  saluted  them. 

22  Then  answered  all  the  \iacked  men  and  men  of  Belial,  of  those 
that  went  with  David,  and  said.  Because  they  went  not  with  us,  we 
pdll  not  give  them  aught  of  the  spoil  that  we  have  recovered,  save  to 
5very  man  his  wife  and  his  children,  that  they  may  lead  them  away, 
md  ckpart. 

2S  Then  said  David,  Ye  shall  not  do  so,  my  brethren,  with  that 
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which  the  Lord  hath  given  us,  who  hath  preserved  us,  and  delivered 
the  company  that  came  against  us  into  our  hand. 

24  For  who  will  hearken  unto  you  in  this  matter?  but  as  his  part 
is  that  goeth  down  to  the  battle,  so  sh^  his  part  be  that  tarrieth  by 
the  stuff:  they  shall  part  aUke. 

25  And  it  was  so  from  that  day  forward,  that  he  made  it  a  statute 
and  an  ordinance  for  Israel  unto  this  day. 

26  t  And  when  David  came  to  Ziklag,  he  sent  of  the  spoil  unto  the 
elders  of  Judah,  even  to  his  friends,  saying,  Behold  a  present  for  you 
of  the  spoil  of  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  ; 

27  To  them  which  were  in  Beth-el,  and  to  them  which  were  in  south 
Ramoth,  and  to  them  which  were  in  Jattir, 

28  And  to  them  which  were  in  Aroer,  and  to  them  which  were  in 
Siphmoth,  and  to  them  which  were  in  Eshtemoa, 

29  And  to  them  which  were  in  Rachal,  and  to  them  which  were  in 
the  cities  of  the  Jerahmeelites,  and  to  them  which  were  in  the  cities 
of  the  Kenites, 

30  And  to  them  which  v^ere  in  Hormah,  and  to  them  which  were 
in  Chor-ashan,  and  to  them  which  were  in  Athach, 

31  And  to  them  which  were  in  Hebron,  and  to  all  the  places  where 
David  himself  and  his  men  were  wont  to  haunt. 

Chapter  31 

1  Saul  having  loti  hia  army,  and  his  sons  slain,  he  and  his  armourbeartr  kiO  themselves.  7  The  PhQisHnes  possess 
the  forsaken  totcns  of  the  Israelites.  8  They  triumph  over  the  dead  carcases.  11  They  of  Jabesh-ifUead^  recovering 
the  bodies  by  night,  bum  them  at  Jabesh,  and  moumfuUy  bury  their  bones. 


wm 


OW  the  Philistines  fought  against  Israel:  and  the  men  of 
Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and  fell  down  slain  in 
mount  Gilboa. 

2  And  the  Philistines  followed  hard  upon  Saul  and  upon  his  sons;  . 
and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan,  and  Abinadab,  and  Melchi-shua,  ^ 
SauFs  sons. 

3  And  the  battle  went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the  archers  hit  him;^ 
and  he  was  sore  wounded  of  the  archers. 

4  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  armourbearer.  Draw  thy  sword,  an 
thrust  me  through  therewith;   lest  these  uncircumcised  come  an 
thrust  me  through,  and  abuse  me.     But  his  armourbearer  would  not 
for  he  was  sore  afraid.     Therefore  Saul  took  a  sword,  and  fell  upon  it^ 

5  And  when  his  armourbearer  saw  that  Saul  was  dead,  ne  felH- 
likewise  upon  his  sword,  and  died  with  him. 

6  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  his  armourbearer,  and  aLV 
his  men,  that  same  day  together. 

7  ^  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  were  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  and  they  that  were  on  the  other  side  Jordan,  saw  that  the  men 
of  Israel  fled,  and  that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  dead,  they  forsook 
the  cities,  and  fled;  and  the  Philistines  came  and  dwelt  in  tnem. 
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Hannah  utib  i^amttel 

BT  W.  8.  8TACEY,  A  CONTEMPORART  ENQUBH  ABnST. 

* 

**And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and  said,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  if 
thou  ....  wiii  give  unto  thine  handmaid  a  vian  ehUd, 
then  I  will  give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,** — 
/.  Sam,,  1,  11, 

THE  First  Book  of  Samuel  tells  of  the  dbange  whicfa 
canie  over  Israel  at  the  close  of  the  period  of  the 
**  judges.**  The  twelve  scattered  tribes,  dri^*ea  by 
the  warlike  necessities  of  their  situation,  united  in  a  doaer 
bond  and  became  a  nation.  The  old  loose  semi-religious 
government  of  the  judge  was  abandoned  for  the  stronger 
though  more  despotic  rule  of  a  single  arbitrary  monarch. 
The  last  of  the  judges,  the  man  in  whose  days  and  largely 
under  whose  guidance  the  change  occurred,  was  SamoeL 
The  tale  b^ns  before  the  birth  of  Samuel,  with  his 
mother,  Hannah.  Hannah  has  long  been  regarded  by 
both  Jewish  and  Christian  commentators  as  tjrpifying 
the  Church  of  Grod  yearning  for  the  coming  of  the  Messiah, 
enduring  deep  misery  while  looking  forward  to  a  period  of 
beatitude.  So  Hannah  yearned  for  the  birth  of  a  son.  She 
was  a  childless  woman,  wife  of  Elkanah,  a  wealthy  Ephra- 
imite.  He  had  another,  less  lo^-ed  wife,  Peninnah,  who 
had  many  children  and  who  avenged  herself  for  Elkanah's 
preference  by  repeatedly  mocking  at  Hannah's  childlessness. 
Hannah  endured  in  silent  sorrow;  but  idl  the  joy  of  life  was 
gone  from  her  under  this  worst  curse  which  could  befall 
a  Hebrew  woman.  Rachel  in  similar  case  had  cried: 
"Gi\^  me  children,  or  else  I  die.'*  Hannah  vowed  thai, 
if  she  had  a  child,  he  should  be  devoted 
wholly  to  God's  service. 
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i  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philistines  came 
strip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his  three  sons  fallen  in 
unt  Gilboa. 

I  And  they  cut  off  his  head,  and  stripped  off  his  annour,  and  sent 
J  the  land  of  the  Philistines  round  about,  to  publish  it  in  the  house 
iieir  idols,  and  among  the  people. 

0  And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  of  Ashtaroth :  and  they 
«ned  his  body  to  the  wall  of  Beth-shan. 

1  ^  And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  heard  of  that 
Ich  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul, 

2  All  the  valiant  men  arose,  and  went  all  night,  and  took  the 
ly  of  Saul  and  the  bodies  of  his  sons  from  the  wall  of  Beth-shan, 
I  came  to  Jabesh,  and  burnt  them  there. 

3  And  thev  took  their  bones,  and  buried  tfiem  under  a  tree  at 
letth,  and  fasted  seven  days. 


cC*--'^S^O" 


Jntrobuctton  to  tte  i^econb  Pook  of  i^atmtel 

The  authorship  and  history  of  the  Books  of  Samuel  were  explained  in  the  introduction 
tc  the  first  book.  The  second  book  consists  of  twenty-four  chapters,  banning  with  David'a 
lament  over  the  death  of  Saul,  and  tracing  the  career  of  Israel's  greatest  king  down  to  the 
period  of  his  old  age,  leanng  his  death  for  the  Book  of  Kings  which  follows. 

It  is  with  the  material  of  this  Second  Book  of  Samuel  that  the  detailed  portion  of  First 
Chronicles  also  begins;  and  from  here  to  the  period  of  Judah*s  captivity  we  have  a  double 
narrative.  The  history  recounted  in  Chronicles  duplicates  much  of  that  in  Samuel,  some- 
times repeating  the  exact  words.  Chronicles  however  deals  chiefly  with  religious  or  priestly 
events,  while  the  present  narrative  regards  the  worldly  or  kin^y  side  of  the  same  story. 

Hence  in  Second  Samuel  we  are  shown  Da\id  as  a  mighty  conqueror,  and  as  a  deeply 
human  man.  We  are  told  first  of  his  sorrow  over  the  breaking  of  old  associations  by  the 
deaths  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  then  of  his  politic  moves  and  his  establishment  in  Hebron 
as  King  of  Judah.  Next  comes  the  downfall  of  Saul's  last  adherents,  and  David's  estab- 
lishment as  king  over  all  Israel.  He  conquers  peace  at  home,  and  then  triumphs  abroad, 
and  becomes  ruler  of  an  empire.  This  he  organizes,  consolidates  and  makes  secure.  Then 
the  book  tells  of  his  private  life,  his  sin,  repentance,  and  punishment.  Then  comes  his  old 
age,  with  the  tragic  rebellion  of  his  beloved  son. 

The  final  chapters,  twenty-one  inclusive  twenty -four,  form  a  sort  of  appendix  deserting 
the  chronological  order  of  the  remainder  of  the  book.  They  are  probably  a  later  addition 
or  insertion  into  the  body  of  the  work.  The  "Hv-mn  of  Triumph"  in  chapter  twenty-two 
corresponds  closely  to  one  of  the  Psalms,  as  do  other  portions  of  these  dosing  du&pters. 
Their  religious  worth  and  literary  beauty  have  made  them  very  famous. 
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BT  HjJA  REPIN,  from  the  series  of     one  HX7NDRED 
BIBLE  PICTURES*'  ISSUED  BY  CURRElfT  LTTERA- 
TURE  PUBLISHING  OOICPANT. 
+ 

**Now  Hannah^  she  spake  in  her  heart;  only  her  lips 
moved;  but  her  voice  was  not  heard  therefore  Ni  thought 
she  had  been  drunken.** — J.  Sam.,  1,  13, 

HANNAn*S  husband  was  one  of  the  few  Isnidites 
who  in  the  dark  and  irreligious  days  ai  Samaon 
and  of  the  Philistines'  rising  power*  still  main* 
tained  his  faith  in  Grod.  He  went  yearly  to  worship  at 
the  sanctuary  of  the  ark  at  Shiloh.  Thither  one  year  he 
brought  his  family.  Hannah,  being  specially  tormented 
by  her  rival,  slipped  away  in  sorrow  from  the  othefs. 
While  they  feasted,  she  sought  the  doorway  <^  the  sanc- 
tuary and  there  pra^'ed  earnestly  to  Grod,  for  a  son. 

Now  Eli  the  high-priest,  a  very  old  and  almost  senile 
man,  sat  within  the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary  and  watched 
Hannah.  In  those  days  the  sin  of  drunkenness  was  ocHn- 
mon,  and  as  the  old  man  saw  this  woman's  passion-sway- 
ing frame,  her  streaming  eyes,  and  monng  lips  from  which 
there  came  no  audible  words,  he  duly  thought  that  here 
was  drunkenness  brought  to  the  very  shrine  of  GkxL  He 
therefore  spoke  sharply  to  Hannah,  rebuking  her.  She 
answered  him  witli  patience  and  submission;  and  tlie 
aged  priest,  touclied  by  her  misecy,  bade  her  go  in  peace: 
"And  the  Grod  of  Israel  grant  thee  thy  petition  that  thou 
hast  asked  of  him."  Such  words  from  the  chief  priest 
seemed  to  Hannah  to  have  the  force  of  a  prophecy. 
*' Her  countenance  was  no  more  sad.'* 
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OTHERWISE   CALLED,   THE   SECOND   BOOK   OF   THE 


Cbaptn  1 


•cerfhrow.  and  aceuned  hiimelf  of  Saul's  dcallt.  ii  iCain.     IT  David 

OW  it  came  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Saul,  when 
David  was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Amale- 
kites,  and  Dand  had  abode    two  days  in    Ziklag; 

2  It  came  even  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that, 
behold,  a  man  came  out  of  the  camp  from  Saul 
with  his  clothes  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head: 
and  so  it  was,  when  he  came  to  David,  that  he  fell  to 
the  earth,  and  did  ol>eisance, 

3  And  David  said  unto  him.  From  whence  comest 
thou?     And  he  said  unto  him.  Out  of  the  camp  of 

srael  am  I  escaped. 

4  And  David  said  unto  him.  How  went  the  matter?  I  pray  thee, 
»II  me.  And  he  answered.  That  the  people  are  fled  from  the  battle, 
nd  many  of  the  people  also  are  fallen  ana  dead;  and  Saul  and  Jona- 
[lan  his  son  are  dead  also. 

5  And  David  said  unto  the  voung  man  that  told  him,  How  knowest 
dou  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  Kis  son  be  dead  ? 

6  And  the  young  man  that  told  him  said.  As  I  happened  by  chance 
ipon  mount  Gilboa.  behold,  Saul  leaned  upon  his  spear;  and,  lo, 
he  chariots  and  horsemen  followed  hard  after  him. 

7  And  when  he  looked  behind  him,  he  saw  me,  and  called  unto  me. 
Lnd  I  answered,  Here  am  I, 
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8  And  he  said  unto  me,  Who  art  thou?  And  I  answered  him,  I 
am  an  Amalekite. 

9  He  said  unto  me  again,  Stand,  I  pray  thee,  upon  me,  and  slay 
me :  for  anguish  is  come  upon  me,  because  my  Ufe  is  yet  whole  in  me. 

10  So  I  stood  upon  him,  and  slew  him,  because  I  was  sure  that  he 
could  not  live  after  that  he  was  fallen:  and  I  took  the  crown  that  was 
upon  his  head,  and  the  bracelet  that  wa^  on  his  arm,  and  have  brought 
them  hither  unto  my  lord. 

11  Then  David  took  hold  on  his  clothes,  and  rent  them;  and  like- 
wise all  the  men  that  were  with  him: 

12  And  they  mourned,  and  wept,  and  fasted  until  even,  for  Saul, 
and  for  Jonatnan  his  son,  and  for  the  people  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
house  of  Israel;  because  they  were  fallen  oy  the  sword. 

13  %  And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told  him.  Whence 
art  thou  ?     And  he  answered,  I  am  the  son  of  a  stranger,  an  Amalekite. 

14  And  David  said  unto  him.  How  wast  thou  not  afraid  to  stretch 
forth  thine  hand  to  destroy  the  Lord's  anointed  ? 

15  And  David  called  one  of  the  young  men,  and  said.  Go  near, 
and  fall  upon  him.     And  he  smote  him  that  he  died. 

16  And  David  said  unto  him.  Thy  blood  be  upon  thy  head;  for 
thy  mouth  hath  testified  against  thee,  saying,  I  have  slain  the  Lord's 
anointed. 

17  Tf  And  David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over  Saul  and 
over  Jonathan  his  son: 

18  (Also  he  bade  them  teach  the  children  of  Judah  the  use  of  the 
bow:  behold,  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Jasher.)^ 

19  The  beauty  of  Israel  is  slain  upon  thy  high  places:  how  are  the 
mighty  fallen ! 

20  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon; 
the  daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice,  lest  the  daughters  of  the  un- 
circumcised  triumph. 

21  Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa,  let  there  be  no  dew,  neither  let  there 
rain,  upon  you,  nor  fields  of  offerings:  for  there  the  shield  of  th< 
mighty  is  vilely  cast  away,  the  shield  of  Saul,  <w  though  he  had  nol 
been  anointed  with  oil. 

22  From  the  blood  of  the  slain,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty,  thi 
bow  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back,  and  the  sword  of  Saul  retumecmi^J 
not  empty. 

23  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  an^ 
in  their  death  they  were  not  divided:  they  were  swifter  than  eagh 
they  were  stronger  than  lions. 

24  Ye  daughters  of  Israel,  weep  over  Saul,  who  clothed  you  in  scarl^^t 
with  other  delights,  who  put  on  ornaments  of  gold  upon  your  appar^/ 

iThe  Revised  Version  changes  **the  use  of  the  bow"  to  **the  song  of  the  bow."  and  then  iirints  tU  tli9 
following  verses,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  as  a  poetic  chant. 
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*^My   lord,  I   am  the  vxman  thai  Hood  6y  (he9  kere^ 
praying  unto  the  Lord** — I.  Sam.,  1,  £6. 

AFTER  £Ii*s  words  to  her,  Hannah  went  home  in 
peace,  and  even  as  she  had  anticipated,  she  had  a 
son.  Her  husband  was  well-nigh  as  pleased  as  she, 
and  agreed  with  her  that  her  vow  should  be  kept,  the  difld 
should  be  devoted  even  from  infancy  to  the  ser\'ice  of  the 
Ix>rd.  They  called  his  name  Samuel,  which  means, 
besought  from  the  Lord. 

There  is  an  old  rabbinical  tradition  that  just  before 
Sainuers  birth  a  prophec}'  had  declared  that  a  diOd  of 
that  name  should  be  a  mighty  man  of  God,  and  that  there- 
fore all  mothers  were  naming  their  sons  Samuel,  but  that 
the  priests  rejected  them  all  until  the  true  Samuel  came. 
Him  they  recognized  at  once.  Of  this  however  the  Bible 
says  nothing.  It  only  tells  of  the  boy  being  nurtured  at 
home  by  his  pure-hearted  mother  until  he  was  three  years 
old.  Then,  following  her  vow,  she  brought  him  to  Shiloh 
and  presented  him  to  Eli.  The  aged  priest  could  scarce 
believe  that  this  joyous  looking  woman  was  indeed  tfae 
miserable  wretch  he  had  formerly  rebuked;  but  at  length, 
convinced  of  her  identity,  he  recollected  his  vaguely 
uttered  prophecy,  and  accepted  the  child  as  a  gift  to  the 
Ix)rd. 
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25  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle!  O  Jona- 
than, thxm  wast  slain  m  thine  high  places. 

26  I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan:  very  pleasant 
hast  thou  been  unto  me:  thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful,  passing  the 
love  of  women. 

27  How  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the  weapons  of  war  perished! 

Cfjapter  2 

1  David,  by  God's  direction,  with  his  company  goeth  up  to  Hebron,  where  he  is  made  king  of  Judah.  5  He  com' 
menddh  them  of  Jabesh-gilead  for  their  kindness  to  Saut.  8  Abner  maketh  Ish-bosheth  king  of  Israel.  12  A  mortal 
9kirmish  beticeen  twelve  of  Abner's  and  twelve  of  Joab's  men.  18  Asahei  is  slain.  25  At  Abner's  motion  Joab 
toundeth  a  retreat.    32  Asahel's  burial. 

•|ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  David  inquired  of  the 
Lord,  saying,  Shall  I  go  up  into  any  of  the  cities  of  Judah  ? 
And  the  Lord  said   unto  him.   Go  up.     And  David  said, 
Whither  shall  I  go  up  ?     And  he  said.  Unto  Hebron. 

2  So  David  went  up  thither,  and  his  two  wives  also,  Ahinoam  the 
Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail,  Nabal's  wife,  the  Carmelite. 

3  And  his  men  that  were  with  him  did  David  bring  up,  every  man 
with  his  household:  and  they  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Hebron. 

4  And  the  men  of  Judah  came,  and  there  they  anointed  David 
king  over  the  house  of  Judah.  And  they  told  David,  saying.  Thai 
the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead  were  they  that  buried  Saul. 

5  Tf  And  David  sent  messengers  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead, 
and  said  unto  them.  Blessed  be  ye  of  the  Lord,  that  ye  have  shewed 
this  kindness  unto  your  lord,  even  unto  Saul,  and  have  buried  him. 

6  And  now  the  Lord  shew  kindness  and  truth  unto  you :  and  I  also 
will  requite  you  this  kindness,  because  ye  have  done  this  thing. 

7  Therefore  now^  let  your  hands  be  strengthened,  and  be  ye  valiant: 
for  your  master  Saul  is  dead,  and  also  the  house  of  Judah  have 
anointed  me  king  over  them. 

8  Tf  But  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  captain  of  Saul's  host,  took  Ish- 
Ibosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  and  brought  nim  over  to  Mahanaim; 

9  And  he  made  him  king  over  Gilead,  and  over  the  Ashurites,  and 
^Dver  Jezreel,  and  over  Ephraim,  and  over  Benjamin,  and  over  all  Israel. 

10  Ish-bosheth,  Saul's  son,  ivas  forty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
:»«ign  over  Israel,  and  reigned  two  years.  But  the  house  of  Judah 
:f  olio  wed  David. 

11  And  the  time  that  David  was  king  in  Hebron  over  the  house  of 
Judah  was  seven  years  and  six  months. 

12  %  And  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  the  servants  of  Ish-bosheth 
^he  son  of  Saul,  went  out  from  Mahanaim  to  Gibeon. 

13  And  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  the  servants  of  David,  went 
out,  and  met  together  by  the  pool  of  Gibeon:  and  they  sat  down,  the 
one  on  the  one  side  of  the  pool,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side  of 
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14  And  Abner  said  to  Joab,  Let  the  young  men  now  arise,  and 
play  before  us.     And  Joab  said,  Let  them  arise. 

15  Then  there  arose  and  went  over  by  number  twelve  of  Benja- 
min, which  pertained  to  Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  and  twelve  of 
the  servants  of  David. 

16  And  they  caught  every  one  his  fellow  by  the  head,  and 
thrust  his  sword  in  his  fellow's  side;  so  they  fell  down  together:  where- 
fore that  place  was  called  Helkath-hazzunm,  which  is  in  Gibeon. 

17  Ana  there  was  a  very  sore  battle  that  day;  and  Abner  was 
beaten,  and  the  men  of  Israel,  before  the  servants  of  David. 

18  Tf  And  there  were  three  sons  of  Zeruiah  there,  Joab,  and  Abishai, 
and  Asahel :  and  Asahel  was  a^  light  of  foot  as  a  wild  roe. 

19  And  Asahel  pursued  after  Abner;  and  in  going  he  turned  not 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left  from  following  Abner. 

20  Then  Abner  looked  behind  him,  and  said.  Art  thou  Asahel? 
And  he  answered,  I  am. 

21  And  Abner  said  to  him.  Turn  thee  aside  to  thy  risht  hand  or  to 
thy  left,  and  lay  thee  hold  on  one  of  the  young  men,  ana  take  thee  his 
armour.     But  Asahel  would  not  turn  aside  from  following  of  him. 

22  And  Abner  said  a^ain  to  Asahel,  Turn  thee  aside  from  follow- 
ing me :  wherefore  shoula  I  smite  thee  to  the  ground  ?  how  then  should 
I  hold  up  my  face  to  Joab  thy  brother  ? 

23  Howbeit  he  refused  to  turn  aside:  wherefore  Abner  with  the 
hinder  end  of  the  spear  smote  him  under  the  fifth  ri6,  that  the  spear 
came  out  behind  him:  and  he  fell  down  there,  and  died  in  the  same 
place:  and  it  came  to  pass,  that  as  many  as  came  to  the  place  where 
Asahel  fell  down  and  died  stood  still. 

24  Joab  also  and  Abishai  pursued^  after  Abner:  and  the  sun  went 
down  when  they  were  come  to  the  hill  of  Ammah,  that  lieth  before 
Giah  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of  Gibeon. 

25  Tf  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  gathered  themselves  togeth< 
after   Abner,    and    became   one  troop,   and   stood    on   the   top   of^ 
an  hill. 

26  Then  Abner  called  to  Joab,  and  said.  Shall  the  sword  devour!:: 
for  ever  ?  knowest  thou  not  that  it  will  be  bitterness  in  the  latter  end  f^ 
how  long  shall  it  be  then,  ere  thou  bid  the  people  return  from  follow — 
ing  their  brethren  ? 

27  And  Joab  said.  As  God  Uveth,  unless  thou  hadst  spoken,  siu^lj^ 
then  in  the  morning  the  people  had  gone  up  every  one  from  follow— ' 
ing  his  brother.^ 

28  So  Joab  blew  a  trumpet,  and  all  the  people  stood  still,  and  pur-^*^ 
sued  after  Israel  no  more,  neither  fought  they  any  more. 

29  And  Abner  and  his  men  walked  all  that  night  through  the  plaii 

>The  Revised  Version  reads.  **  But  Joab  and  Abishai  puraued,"  etc.    Thus  it  repnaetnts  them  •• 
on  witliout  their  followers,  while  Abner's  rallied  about  him.    *The  meaning  seems  to  be  that  but  for 
challenge  of  the  twelve  men  in  the  morning  there  would  have  been  no  battle. 
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Samuel  tti  ^aper 


A  CELEBRATED  PICTirRE,  DY  SIR  JOSHUA  RTTNOLDe. 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BRITISH  ROYAL  ACADKBfTy 

DIED   179^. 
+ 

**And  he  vx)rshipped  the  Lord  Uiere** — I.  Sam.,  U  ^» 

THE  life  of  the  infant  Samuel  in  the  temple  can  be 
pictured  for  us  with  considerable  detail.  There 
were  numerous  children  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  sanctuary,  but  none  apparently  so  young  or  so 
entirely  devoted  to  it  as  he.  A  holy,  seemingly  inspired 
joy  had  possessed  his  mother,  so  that  as  she  watched  ber 
little  son  she  sang  a  hymn,  which  has  been  preserved  to  ua 
through  the  ages,  and  which  echoes  now  through  all  the 
Church  ser\'ices  of  the  Christian  world.  It  is  in  the 
second  chapter  of  Samuel,  opening  with  "My  heart  re- 
joiceth  in  the  Lord,**  and  rising  to  that  splendid  passage, 
'*He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints,  and  the  wicked  shall 
be  silent  in  darkness;  for  by  strength  shall  no  man  prevail." 
The  first  three  years  with  this  religious  mother  must 
have  made  a  deep  imprint  upon  the  baby  Samuel.  More- 
over he  still  continued  to  sec  her  once  a  year,  when  she 
came  to  worship  with  her  husband.  She  attended  to  hia 
clothing  and  doubtless  to  his  financial  needs.  Even  at 
his  first  presentation,  when  he  was  but  three  years  old, 
slic  had  made  for  him  a  tiny  ephod  of  linen,  a  garment 
siirli  as  the  grown  priests  wore,  and  in  which  Sanniel 
prayed. 
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and  passed  over  Jordan,  and  went  through  all  Bithron,  and  they 
came  to  Mahanaim. 

30  And  Joab  returned  from  following  Abner:  and  when  he  had 
gathered  all  the  people  together,  there  lacked  of  David's  servants 
nineteen  men  and  Asahel. 

31  But  the  servants  of  David  had  smitten  of  Benjamin,  and  of 
Abner's  men,  so  that  three  hundred  and  threescore  men  died. 

32  ^  And  they  took  up  Asahel,  and  buried  him  in  the  sepulclu-e 
of  his  father,  which  wa^  in  Beth-lehem.  And  Joab  and  his  men  went 
edl  night,  and  they  came  to  Hebron  at  break  of  day, 

Cbapter  3  ' 

L  During  the  war  David  still  waieth  stronger.  2  Six  sons  \viere  bom  to  him  in  Hebron.  6  Abner,  displeased  xcith 
f^-bosheth,  12  revollcth  to  Davi'1.  13  David  requireth  a  condition  to  bring  him  his  wife  Michal.  17  Abner, 
vavir^  communed  with  the  Israelites,  is  feasted  b\j  David,  and  dismissed.  22  Joab,  returning  from  battle,  is  dis^ 
pleased  with  the  king,  and  kUleth  Abner.     28  David  curseth  Joab,  31  and  moumeth  for  Abner. 

OW  there  was  long  war  between  the  house  of  Saul  and  the 
house  of  Da\dd:  out  David  waxed  stronger  and  stronger, 
and  the  house  of  Saul  waxed  weaker  and  weaker. 

2  And  unto  David  were  sons  born  in  Hebron:  and  his  firstborn 
was  Amnon,  of  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess; 

3  And  his  second,  Chileab,  of  Abigail  the  wife  of  Nabal  the  Car- 
melite; and  the  third,  Absalom  the  son  of  Maacah  the  daughter  of 
Talmai  king  of  Geshur; 

4  And  the  fourth,  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith;  and  the  fifth, 
Shephatiah  the  son  of  Abital; 

5  And  the  sixth,  Ithream,  by  Eglah,  David's  wife.  These  were  born 
to  David^in  Hebron. 

6  TI  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  there  was  war  between  the  house  of 
Saul  and  the  house  of  David,  that  Abner  made  himself  strong  for 
the  house  of  Saul. 

7  And  Saul  had  a  concubine,  whose  name  ivas  Rizpah,  the  daughter 
of  Aiah:  and  Ish-bosheth  said  to  Abner,  Wherefore  hast  thou  gone 
in  unto  my  father's  concubine  ? 

8  Then  was  Abner  verv  wroth  for  the  words  of  Ish-bosheth,  and 
said.  Am  I  a  dog's  head,  which  against  Judah^  do  shew  kindness 
this  day  unto  the  house  of  Saul  thy  father,  to  his  brethren,  and  to  his 
friends,  and  have  not  delivered  thee  into  the  hand  of  David,  that  thou 
chargest  me  to-day  with  a  fault  concerning  this  woman  ? 

9  DO  do  God  to  Abner,  and  more  also,  except,  as  the  Lord  hath 
sworn  to  David,  even  so  I  do  to  him; 

10  To  translate  the  kingdom  from  the  house  of  Saul,  and  to  set 
up  the  throne  of  David  over  Israel  and  over  Judah,  from  Dan  even 
to  Beer-sheba. 

>Tbe  ReTised  Version  reads  **Am  I  a  dog's  head  that  bdongeth  to  Judah?    This  day  do  I  show  kind- 
"elc 
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11  And  he  could  not  answer  Abner  a  word  again,  because  he 
feared  him. 

12  %  And  Abner  sent  messengers  to  David  on  his  behalf,  saying. 
Whose  is  the  land  ?  saying  alsOy  Make  thy  league  with  me,  and,  be- 
hold, my  hand  shall  be  with  thee,  to  bnng  about  all  Israel  unto 
thee. 

13  %  And  he  said.  Well;  I  will  make  a  league  with  thee:  but  one 
thing  I  require  of  thee,  that  is,  Thou  shalt  not  see  my  face,  except 
thou  first  bring  Michal,  Saul's  daughter,  when  thou  comest  to  see  my 
face. 

14  And  David  sent  messengers  to  Ish-bosheth,  Saul's  son,  saying. 
Deliver  me  my  wife  Michal,  which  I  espoused  to  me  for  an  hundred 
foreskins  of  the  Philistines. 

15  And  Ish-bosheth  sent,  and  took  from  her  husband,  even  from 
Phaltiel  the  son  of  Laish. 

16  And  her  husband  went  with  her  along  weeping  behind  her  to 
Bahurim.     Then  said  Abner  unto  him.  Go,  return.     Aiid  he  returned. 

17  ^  And  Abner  had  communication  with  the  elders  of  Israel, 
saying.  Ye  sought  for  David  in  times  past  to  be  king  over  you: 

18  r<Iow  then  do  it:  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  of  David,  saying. 
By  the  hand  of  my  servant  David  I  will  save  my  people  Israel  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  their 
enemies. 

19  And  Abner  also  spake  in  the  ears  of  Benjamin:  and  Abner  went 
also  to  speak  in  the  ears  of  David  in  Hebron  all  that  seemed  good  to 
Israel,  and  that  seemed  good  to  the  whole  house  of  Benjamin. 

20  So  Abner  came  to  David  to  Hebron,  and  twenty  men  with  him. 
And  David  made  Abner  and  the  men  that  were  with  nim  a  feast. 

21  And  Abner  said  unto  David,  I  will  arise  and  go,  and  will  gather 
all  Israel  unto  my  lord  the  king,  that  they  may  make  a  league  with 
thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  reign  over  all  that  thine  heart  desireth. 
And  David  sent  Abner  away;  and  he  went  in  peace. 

22  1  And,  behold,  the  servants  of  David  and  Joab  came  from 
pursuing  a  troop,  and  brought  in  a  great  spoil  with  them:  but  Abner 
was  not  with  David  in  Hebron;  for  he  had  sent  him  away,  and  he 
was  gone  in  peace. 

23  When  Joab  and  all  rhe  host  th  r  was  with  him  were  come,  they 
told  Joab,  saying,  Abner  the  son  ol  Ner  came  to  the  king,  and  he 
hath  sent  him  away,  and  he  is  gone  in  peace. 

24  Then  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and  said.  What  hast  thou  done  ? 
behold,  Abner  came  unto  thee;  why  is  it  that  thou  hast  sent  him  away, 
and  he  is  quite  gone  ? 

25  Thou  knowest  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  that  he  came  to  deceive 
thee,  and  to  know  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in,  and  to  know  all 
that  thou  doest. 
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+ 

**N<nD  the  wn»  of  Eli  were  sons  of  Belial:  they  knew  not 
the  Lordr—I,  Sam..  2,  U. 

IT  WAS  not  entirely  a  religious  nor  even  a  high-minded 
world  into  which  the  little  Samuel  was  thus  introdnoed. 
The  high-priest  Eli,  while  a  well-meaning  man«  was  not 
a  vigorous  one.  Perhaps  in  early  life  he  had  dispUyed 
greater  energy;  for  he  was  not  only  high-priest  but  also 
"judge"  over  Israel.  The  two  offices  being  united  in 
his  person,  for,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  first  time.  But  now 
a  man  approaching  ninety  years  of  age,  he  bad  3rielded 
all  active  power  to  his  two  sons,  Ilapni  and  Phinehas. 

These  two  were  thoroughly  evil  men.  They  had  no 
real  faith  in  God,  perhaps  no  real  knowledge, of  him. 
The  ser\'ice  of  the  tabernacle  was  to  them  merely  a  meani 
of  livelihood  descended  to  them  by  right  of  inheritance. 
They  disobeyed  everj'  law  of  the  priestly  service,  they 
seized  the  sacrifices  of  the  scandalized  worshippers  for  their 
own  use.  They  brought  God's  name  to  shame,  so  that 
men  abhorred  the  offering  of  the  Ix>rd."  Crimes  even 
more  disgusting  and  disgraceful  were  laid  at  their  door. 
They  introduced  the  worst  practices  of  heathenism  into 
the  once  pure  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  Yet  Eli,  know- 
ing ail  these  things,  did  no  more  than  remon- 
strate feebly  with  his  contemptuous 
otfspring. 
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26  And  when  Joab  was  come  out  from  David,  be  sent  messengers 
after  Abner,  which  brought  him  again  from  the  well  of  Siiah:  out 
David  knew  it  not. 

27  And  when  Abner  was  returned  to  Hebron,  Joab  took  him  aside 
in  the  gate  to  speak  with  him  quietly,  and  smote  him  there  under  the 
fifth  rwy  that  he  died,  for  the  blood  of  Asahel  his  brother. 

28  ^  And  afterward  when  David  heard  iU  he  said,  I  and  my  king- 
dom are  guiltless  before  the  Lord  for  ever  from  the  blood  of  Abner 
the  son  of  Ner : 

29  Let  it  rest  on  the  head  of  Joab,  and  on  all  his  father's  house; 
and  let  there  not  fail  from  the  house  of  Joab  one  that  hath  an  issue, 
or  that  is  a  leper,  or  that  leaneth  on  a  staff,  or  that  falleth  on  the 
sword,  or  that  laeketh  bread. 

30  So  Joab  and  Abishai  his  brother  slew  Abner,  because  he  had 
slain  their  brother  Asahel  at  Gibeon  in  the  battle. 

31  ^  And  David  said  to  Joab,  and  to  all  the  people  that  were  with 
him.  Rend  your  clothes,  and  gird  you  with  sackcloth,  and  mourn 
before  Abner.     And  king  David  himself  followed  the  bier. 

32  And  they  buried  Abner  in  Hebron:  and  the  king  lifted  up  his 
voice,  and  wept  at  the  grave  of  Abner;  and  all  the  people  wept. 

33  And  the  king  lamented  over  Abner,  and  said.  Died  Abner  as  a 
fool  dieth? 

34  Thy  hands  were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters:  as  a 
man  falleth  before  wicked  men,  so  fellest  thou.  And  all  the  people 
wept  again  over  him. 

35  And  when  all  the  people  came  to  cause  David  to  eat  meat  while 
it  was  yet  day,  David  sware,  saying,  So  do  God  to  me,  and  more  also. 
If  I  taste  bread,  or  ought  else,  till  tne  sun  be  down. 

36  And  all  the  people  took  notice  of  it,  and  it  pleased  them:  as 
whatsoever  the  king  did  pleased  all  the  people. 

37  For  all  the  people  and  all  Israel  understood  that  day  that  it  was 
not  of  the  king  to  slay  Abner  the  son  of  Ner. 

38  And  the  king  said  unto  his  servants.  Know  ye  not  that  there  is 
a  prince  and  a  great  man  fallen  this  day  in  Israel  ? 

39  And  I  am  this  day  weak,  though  anointed  king;  and  these  men 
the  sons  of  Zeruiah  be  too  hard  for  me:  the  Lord  shall  reward  the 
doer  of  evil  according  to  his  w^ickedness. 

Ctiopter  4 

1  The  ItradUu  being  troubled  at  the  death  of  Abner,  2  Baanah  and  Rechab  elay  ItMtoAeOit  and  bring  hU  head 
§9  Hebron,    9  Danacaueelh  them  to  be  alain,  and  Ish-boeheth'a head  to  be  buried. 


|ND  when  SauFs  son  heard  that  Abner  was  dead  in  Hebron, 
his  hands  were  feeble,  and  all  the  Israelites  were  troubled. 
2  And  SauPs  son  had  two  men  that  were  captains  of  bands; 
le  name  of  the  one  was  Baanah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Rechab, 
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the  sons  of  Rimmon  a  Beerothite,  of  the  children  of  Benjamin:  (for 
Beeroth  also  was  reckoned  to  Benjamin: 

3  And  the  Beerothites  fled  to  Gittaim,  and  were  sojomners  there 
until  this  day.) 

4  And  Jonathan,  SauFs  son,  had  a  son  that  was  lame  of  his  feet 
He  was  five  years  old  when  the  tidings  came  of  Saul  and  Jonathan 
out  of  Jezreel,  and  his  nurse  took  him  up,  and  fled:  and  it  came  to 

I)ass,  as  she  made  haste  to  flee,  that  he  fell,  and  became  lame.     And 
\is  name  was  Mephibosheth. 

5  And  the  sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  Rechab  and  Baanah, 
went,  and  came  about  the  heat  of  the  day  to  the  house  of  Ish-bosheth, 
who  lay  on  a  bed  at  noon. 

6  And  they  came  thither  into  the  midst  of  the  house,  (W  thouqh  ^ 
they  would  have  fetched  wheat;  and  they  smote  him  under  the^ 
fifth  rib:  and  Rechab  and  Baanah  his  brother  escaped. 

7  For  when  they  came  into  the  house,  he  lay  on  his  bed  in  hisa 
bed-chamber,  and  they  smote  him,  and  slew  him,  and  beheaded  him,^ 
and  took  his  head,  and  gat  them  away  through  the  plain  all  night. 

8  And  they  brought  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth  unto  David  to  Hebron^ 
and  said  to  the  kins.  Behold  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  SauH 
thine  enemy,  which  sought  thy  life;  and  the  Lord  hath  avengecfl 
my  lord  the  king  this  day  of  Saul,  and  of  his  seed. 

9  ^  And  David  answered  Rechab  and  Baanah  his  brother,  th^ 
sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  and  said  unto  them.  As  the  Lor 
liveth,  who  hath  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all  adversity, 

10  When  one  told  me,  saying.  Behold,  Saul  is  dead,  thinking  t 
have  brought  good  tidings,  I  took  hold  of  him,  and  slew  him  in  Zildag  ^ 
who  thmight  that  I  w^ouTd  have  given  him  a  reward  for  his  tidings: 

11  How^  much  more,  when  wncked  men  have  slain  a  righteouis 
person  in  his  own  house  upon  his  bed.^  shall  I  not  therefore  now 
require  his  blood  of  your  hand,  and  take  you  away  from  the  earth  ? 

12  And  David  commanded  his  young  men,  and  they  slew  them, 
and  cut  off  their  hands  and  their  feet,  and  hanged  them  up  over  the 
pool  in  Hebron.  But  they  took  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth,  and  buried 
it  in  the  sepulchre  of  Abner  in  Hebron. 

Cdopter  5 

1  The  tribes  come  to  Hebron  to  anoint  David  over  In-ael.  4  David's  age.  6  He  taking  Zion  from  Ou  Jdnadtn 
dwelleUi  in  it.  1 1  Hiram  sendeth  to  David.  13  Eleven  eons  are  bom  to  him  in  Jerusalem,  17  Davids  directed 
by  God,  smiteth  the  Philistines  at  Baal-perazim,  22  and  again  at  the  mulberry-trees. 

HEN  came  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  David  unto  Hebron, 
and  spake,  saying.  Behold,  we  are  thy  bone  and  thy  flesh. 

2  Also  in  time  past,  when  Saul  was  king  over  us,  thou 

wast  he  that  leddest  out  and  broughtest  in  Israel :  ana  the  Lord  said 
to  thee.  Thou  shalt  feed  my  people  Israel,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  captain 
over  Israel. 
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BT  THE  NOTED  EAHLY  AMERICAN  ARTIST,  JOHN  8. 

COPLEY,  DIED  1815. 
+ 

'Mruf  /  wUl  raise  me  up  a  faithful  priesU  that  shall  do 
according  to  that  which  is  in  mine  heart  and  in  my  mind** 
— /.  i<am.,  2,  35, 

T>  LITTLE  Samuel,  the  liigh-pricst  Eli  displayed 
only  the  better  side  of  his  somewhat  feeble  char- 
acter. He  took  the  child  into  his  own  care  at  once. 
The  boy  became  to  him  as  an  adopted  son,  replacing  his 
own  thankless  offspring.  It  does  not  seem  that  Eli  had 
established  tliose  regular  "temple  schools*'  which  after- 
ward became  celebrated  under  Saumel.  But  at  least  the 
aged  high-priest  devoted  himself  to  the  instruction  of  the 
eager  child. 

And  mar\-ellously  did  Samuel  repay  the  care  bestowed 
upon  him.  Through  all  the  biblical  account  of  those 
evil  days  and  of  the  crimes  of  Eli's  sons,  runs  like  a  poetic 
refrain,  like  a  shining  slur  amid  the  gloomy  night,  the 
re(K*ate<i  tliought,  *'And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on  and  was 
in  favor  l)otli  with  the  Lord  and  also  with  men.'*  Soon 
he  l)ecanie  Eli*s  personal  attendant,  airing  for  the  altar 
in  tlie  tabernacle,  lighting  the  sacred  candles,  sleeping  in 
a  chamber  adjoining  tliat  of  his  aged  master,  so  as  to  be 
of  service  if  called  upon  at  night.  Josephus,  the  Jewish 
historian,  tells  us  that  Samuel  thus  passed  twelve  years 
at  the  temple,  waiting  upon  Eli  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen. 
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3  So  all  the  elders  of  Israel  came  to  the  king  to  Hebron;  and  kinj 
David  made  a  league  with  them  in  Hebron  before  the  Lord:  an^ 
they  anointed  David  king  over  Israel. 

4  ^  David  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  forty  years. 

5  In  Hebron  he  reigned  over  Judah  seven  years  and  six  months: 
and  in  Jerusalem  he  reigned  thirty  and  three  years  over  all  Israel 
and  Judah. 

6  ^  And  the  king  and  his  men  went  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  Jebusites, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land:  which  spake  unto  David,  saying.  Except 
thou  take  away  the  blind  and  the  lame,  thou  shalt  not  come  in  hither: 
thinking,  David  cannot  come  in  hither. 

7  Nevertheless  David  took  the  strong  hold  of  Zion:  the  same  is  the 
city  of  David. 

8  And  David  said  on  that  day.  Whosoever  getteth  uj)  to  the  gutter,^ 
and  smiteth  the  Jebusites,  and  the  lame  and  the  blind,  that  are  hated 
of  David's  soul,  he  shall  be  chief  and  captain.  Wherefore  they  said, 
T^he  blind  and  the  lame  shall  not  come  mto  the  house. 

9  So  David  dwelt  in  the  fort,  and  called  it  the  city  of  Da\dd.  And 
David  built  round  about  from  Millo  and  inward. 

10  And  Da\dd  went  on,  and  grew  great,  and  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts  was  with  him. 

11  •[  And  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  messengers  to  David,  and  cedar- 
trees,  and  carpenters,  and  masons:  and  they  built  David  an  house. 

12  And  David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  established  him  king 
over  Israel,  and  that  he  had  exalted  his  kingdom  for  his  people  Israel's 
sake. 

13  y  And  Da\dd  took  him  more  concubines  and  wives  out  of 
Jerusalem,  after  he  was  come  from  Hebron:  and  there  were  yet  sons 
and  daughters  born  to  David. 

14  And  these  be  the  names  of  those  that  were  born  unto  him  in 
Jerusalem:  Shammuah,  and  Shobab,  and  Nathan,  and  Solomon. 

15  Ibhar  also,  and  Elishua,  and  Nepheg,  and  Japhia, 

16  And  Elishama,  and  Eliada,  and  Eliphalet. 

17  ^  But  when  the  Philistines  heard  that  they  had  anointed  David 
king  over  Israel,  all  the  Philistines  came  up  to  seek  David;  and  David 
heard  of  it,  and  went  down  to  the  hold. 

18  The  Philistines  also  came  and  spread  themselves  in  the  valley 
of  Rephaim. 

19  And  David  inquired  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I  go  up  to  the 
Philistines  ?  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  mine  hand  ?  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  David,  Go  up:  for  I  will  doubtless  deliver  the  PhiUstines 
into  thine  hand. 


>Or  "waterooune."     This  passage  seems  to  mean  that  the  Jebusites  had  ridiculed  David,  anjtog.  Too 
caonot  take  this  city,  it  is  so  strong  that  the  lame  and  the  blind  can  defend  it. 
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20  And  David  came  to  Baal-perazim,  and  David  smote  them  there, 
and  said.  The  Lord  hath  broken  forth  upon  mine  enemies  before 
me,  as  the  breach  of  waters.  Therefore  he  called  the  name  of  that 
place,  Baal-perazim. 

21  And  there  they  left  their  images,  and  David  and  his  men  burned 
them. 

22  ^  And  the  Philistines  came  up  yet  again,  and  spread  them- 
selves in  the  valley  of  Rephaim. 

23  And  when  David  inquired  of  the  Lord,  he  said.  Thou  shalt  not 
go  up;  but  fetch  a  compass  behind  them,  and  come  upon  them  over 
against  the  mulberry  trees. 

24  And  let  it  be,  when  thou  hearest  the  sound  of  a  going  in  the 
tops  of  the  mulberry  trees,  that  then  thou  shalt  bestir  thyself:  for 
then  shall  the  Lord  go  out  before  thee,  to  smite  the  host  of  the  Phil- 
istines. 

25  And  David  did  so,  as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him;  and 
smote  the  Philistines  from  Geba  until  thou  come  to  Gazer. 

Ctiopter  6 

1  David  feichdh  the  ark  from  Kiriaih-^rim  on  a  new  cart.  6  Uzzah  U  smiUen  at  Perez-tutah.  9  God  blesteA 
Obed-edom  for  the  ark.  12  David,  bringing  the  ark  into  Zion  with  sacrificet,  danceth  before  U,  (or  tnhich  Mickd 
despiseth  him.  17  He  placeth  it  in  a  tabernacle  with  great  joy  and  fecuting.  20  Midial  reproving  David  for  hi$ 
religious  joy  is  chUdlew  to  her  death. 

GAIN,  David  gathered  together  all  the  chosen  men  of  Israel, 
thirty  thousand. 

2  And  Da\id  arose,  and  went  with  all  the  people  that  were 
with  him  from  Baale  of  Judah,  to  bring  up  from  thence  the  ark  of 
God,  whose  name  is  called  by  the  name  oi  the  Lord  of  hosts  that 
dwelleth  between  the  cherubims. 

3  And  they  set  the  ark  of  God  upon  a  new  cart,  and  brought  it 
out  of  the  house  of  Abinadab  that  was  in  Gibeah:  and  Uzzah  and 
Ahio,  the  sons  of  Abinadab,  drave  the  new  cart. 

4  And  they  brought  it  out  of  the  house  of  Abinadab  which  was  at 
Gibeah,  accompanying  the  ark  of  God:  and  Ahio  went  before 
the  ark. 

5  And  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  played  before  the  Lord 
on  all  manner  of  instruments  made  of  fir  wood,  even  on  harps,  and 
on  psalteries,  and  on  timbrels,  and  on  comets,  and  on  cymbals. 

6  ^  And  when  they  came  to  Nachon's  threshingfloor,  Uzzah  put 
forth  his  hand  to  the  ark  of  God,  and  took  hold  of  it;  for  the  oxen 
shook  it. 

7  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Uzzah;  and  Gtxl 
smote  him  there  for  his  error;  and  there  he  died  by  the  ark  of  God. 

8  And  David  was  displeased,  because  the  Lord  had  made  a  breach 
upon  Uzzah:  and  he  called  the  name  of  the  place  Perez-uzzah  to 
this  day. 
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i^eab;  :f  or  Z^v  i^emant  Heoretfi'' 

BT  J.VMCS  SAXT,  R.  A.,  AS  ENGLISH  ABTiaT,  BORN  1890. 

''  Then  Samuel  answered^  Speak;  for  iky  servant  hmr* 
ethr—I.  Sam.,  S,  10, 

SO  £\7I^  bad  Israel  become  under  Eli'a  fedble  rulcv 
that  God  had  almost  wholly  withdrawn  HU  SwfliMftr^ 
from  the  land.  The  divine  voice  was  no  more 
heard;  prophecies  had  ceased.  Then  one  night  there 
came  to  the  boy  Samuel  a  voice  calling  him  from  his  bed. 
The  lad  thought  the  summons  came  from  his  aged  master, 
Eli,  and  hastened  to  him.  But  Eli  sent  him  bade.  Thrioe 
the  call  roused  Samuel,  until  Eli  realized  what  the  diild 
did  not,  'that  this  was  God*s  voice  come  back  to  Israd. 
He  bade  Samuel  listen  again;  and  when  the  fourth  smn- 
mons  came,  the  lad  answered,  tremulous  amid  the  awe- 
struck silence,  ** Speak;  for  thy  servant  heareth.*' 

Then  the  voice  foretold  a  coming  punishment  upon 
Israel  and  particularly  upon  Eli  and  all  his  family,  becaiiae 
he  had  so  neglected  his  high  duties.  Next  morning 
Samuel  disclosed  the  revelation  to  Eli,  and  the  aged  Ug^- 
priest  bowed  himself  in  sorrow  and  submission.  The 
rest  of  the  £>eople  of  Israel  gave  little  heed  to  the  Tague 
menace  against  themselves.  Instead  all  the  tribes  t^ 
joiced  exceedingly  that  there  was  again  a  prophet 
among  them,  who  might  rescue  them 
from  the  Philistines. 
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9  And  David  was  afraid  of  the  Lord  that  day,  and  said,  How 
shall  the  ark  of  the  Loud  come  to  me  ? 

10  So  David  would  not  remove  the  ark  of  the  Lord  unto  him  into 
the  city  of  David:  but  David  carried  it  aside  into  tlie  house  of 
Obed-edom  the  Gittite. 

11  And  the  ark  of  the  Lord  continued  in  the  house  of  Obed-edom 
the  Gittite  three  months:  and  the  Lord  blessed  Obed-edom,  and  all 
his  household. 

12  ^  And  it  was  told  king  David,  saying,  The  Lord  hath  blessed 
the  house  of  Obed-edom,  and  all  that  pertahteth  unto  Iiim,  because 
of  the  ark  of  God.  So  David  went  and  brought  up  the  ark  of  God 
from  the  house  of  Obed-edom  into  the  city  of  David  with  gladness. 

13  And  it  was  so,  that  when  they  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  Ix)rd 
had  gone  six  paces,  he  sacrificed  oxen  and  fatlings. 

14  And  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might;  and 
David  wa^  girded  with  a  linen  cphod. 

15  So  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  brought  up  the  ark  of  the 
Lord  with  shouting,  and  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet. 

16  And  as  the  arK  of  the  Lord  came  into  the  city  of  David,  Michal, 
Saul's  daughter,  looked  through  a  window,  and  saw  king  David 
leaping  and  dancing  before  the  Lord  ;  and  she  despised  him  in  her  heart. 

17  Tl  And  they  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  set  it  in  his 
place,  in  the  midst  of  the  tabernacle  that  David  had  pitched  for  it: 
and  David  offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord. 

18  And  as  soon  rs  David  had  made  an  end  of  offering  burnt  offer- 
ings and  peace  offerings,  he  blessed  the  people  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

19  And  he  dealt  among  all  the  people,  even  among  the  whole 
multitude  of  Israel,  as  well  to  the  women  as  men,  to  every  one  a  cake 
of  bread,  and  a  good  piece  of  flesh,  and  a  flagon  of  loine.  So  all  the 
people  departed  every  one  to  his  house. 

20  ^  Tnen  David  returned  to  bless  his  household.  And  Michal 
the  daughter  of  Saul  came  out  to  meet  David,  and  said,  IIow  glorious 
was  the  king  of  Israel  to-day,  who  uncovered  himself  to-day  in  the 
eyes  of  the  handmaids  of  his  servants,  as  one  of  the  vain  fellows 
shamelessly  uncovereth  himself! 

21  And  David  said  unto  Michal,  It  tvas  before  the  Lord,  which 
chose  me  before  thy  father,  and  before  all  his  house,  to  appoint  me 
ruler  over  the  people  of  the  Lord,  over  Israel:  therefore  will  I  play 
before  the  Lord. 

22  And  I  aWII  yet  be  more  vile  than  thus,  and  will  be  base  in  my 
own  sight:  and  of  the  maidservants  which  thou  hast  spoken  of,  of 
them  shall  I  be  had  in  honour. 

23  Therefore  Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul  had  no  child  unto  the 
day  of  her  death. 


:<^^^s 
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Cfiopttr  7 

1  Nathan  ftr§t  approving  the  purpoMe  of  David  to  buUd  Ood  an  hmue,  4  after  bp  (he  word  of  Ood  forbiddeBi  him, 
12  He  promieeth  him  bmtftJU  and  bUednge  in  his  eeed.    18  DaoinTe  praj/er  and  thankegiving. 

ND  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  sat  in  his  house,  and  the 

Lord  had  ^ven  him  rest  round  about  from  all  his  enemies; 

2  That  tne  king  said  unto  Nathan  the  prophet.  See  now,  I 

ilwell  in  an  house  of  cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  d welleth  w^ithin  curtains. 

3  And  Nathan  said  to  the  king.  Go,  do  all  that  is  in  thine  heart; 
for  the  Lord  is  with  thee. 

4  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  Nathan,  saying, 

5  Go  and  tell  my  servant  David,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  shalt  thou 
build  me  an  house  for  me  to  dwell  in? 

6  Whereas  I  have  not  dwelt  in  any  house  since  the  time  that  I 
brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  even  to  this  day,  but 
have  walked  in  a  tent  and  in  a  tabernacle. 

7  In  all  the  places  wherein  I  have  walked  with  all  the  children  o 
Israel  spake  I  a  word  with  any  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  whom  I  com 
manded  to  feed  my  people  Israel,  saying,  T\Tiy  build  ye  not  me  a 
house  of  cedar  ? 

8  Now  therefore  so  shalt  thou  say  unto  my  servant  David, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  took  thee  from  the  sheepcote,  from  follow 
ing  the  sheep,  to  be  ruler  over  my  people,  over  Israel: 

9  And  I  was  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  wentest,  and  have  cu 
off  all  thine  enemies  out  of  thy  sight,  and  have  made  thee  a  grea 
name,  like  unto  the  name  of  the  great  rnen  that  are  in  the  earth. 

10  Moreover  I  will  appoint  a  place  for  mv  people  Israel,  and  wil 
plant  them,  that  they  mav  dwell  in  a  place  of  tneir  ow^n,  and  move  m 
more;  neither  shall  the  ctildren  of  wickedness  afflict  them  any  more  , 
as  beforetime, 

11  And  as  since  the  time  that  I  commanded  judges  to  be  over  my 
people  Israel,  and  have  caused  thee  to  rest  from  all  thine  enemies. 
Also  the  Lord  telleth  thee  that  he  will  make  thee  an  house. 

12  If  And  when  thy  davs  be  fulfilled,  and  thou  shalt  sleep  with 
thy  fathers,  I  will  set  up  tfiy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall  proceed  out 
of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  establish  his  kingdom. 

13  He  shall  build  an  house  for  my  name,  and  I  will  stablish  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever. 

14  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  shall  be  my  son.  If  he  commit 
iniquity,  I  will  chasten  him  with  the  rod  of  men,  and  with  the  stripes 
of  the  children  of  men : 

15  But  my  mercy  shall  not  depart  away  from  him,  as  I  took  it 
from  Saul,  whom  I  put  away  before  thee. 

16  And  thine  house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be  established  for  ever 
before  thee:  thy  throne  shall  be  established  for  ever. 


^...^ 


Clt'si  BeflSpair 


FBOM  THE  SERIES  BY  JULIUS  SCHNORB. 

+ 

*'And  the  messenger  answered  and  said^  **Israd  is  fled 

before  the  Philistines and  the  ark  of  (rod  is  tal^** 

I,  Sam,y  4,  17. 

THE  Bible  does  not  indicate  that  Samuel  had  any 
active  part  in  the  disaster  he  had  foretold,  yet  it  may 
well  have  been  the  knowledge  of  a  prophet's  pres- 
ence among  them  that  encouraged  the  Israelites  to  attadc 
the  Philistines.  They  did  so  and  were  repulsed.  They  de- 
termined, as  it  were,  to  force  their  God  to  aid  them.  Going 
to  the  sanctuary  at  Shiloh,  they  took  out  the  ark  and, 
bearing  it  in  their  midst,  went  forth  a  second  time  to 
battle.  Their  childish  attempt  to  compel  God  to  fight 
for  them,  brought  down  a  terrible  rebuke.  Not  only 
were  they  defeated  with  great  slaughter,  not  only  were  the 
e\'il  priests,  the  sons  of  Eli,  slain;  but  the  ark  itself,  con- 
taining the  stone  tablets  of  God,  was  captured  by  the 
Philistines  and  borne  away  in  triumph. 

A  runner,  whom  Hebrew  tradition  identifies  with  Saul, 
the  future  king,  brought  news  of  the  destruction  bade  to 
Shiloh,  where  Eli  awaited  word.  The  high-priest  in  his 
prime  had  been  a  huge  and  powerful  man;  but  now  he 
was  ninety-eight  years  old,  feeble  and  blind.  He  heard 
the  cry  of  lamentation  run  through  the  streets.  He 
heard  the  panting  messenger  approach.  Then  came 
the  shock  of  learning  of  the  treble  disaster  to  his  sons, 
to  his  race  and  to  his  God.  He  toppled  backwards 
from  the  priestly  seat  he  had  so  inefficiently  filled. 
The  fall  broke  his  neck,  and  he  died. 
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17  According  to  all  these  words,  and  according  to  all  this  vision, 
30  did  Nathan  speak  unto  David. 

18  Tf  Then  went  king  David  in,  and  sat  before  the  Lord,  and  he  said. 
Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God?  and  what  is  my  house,  that  thou  hast 
brought  me  hitherto  ? 

19  And  this  was  yet  a  small  thing  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord  God;  but 
thou  hast  spoken  also  of  thy  servant's  house  for  a  great  while  to 
come.     And  w  this  the  manner  of  man,  O  Lord  God  ? 

20  And  what  can  David  say  more  unto  thee  ?  for  thou.  Lord  God, 
knowest  thy  servant. 

21  For  thy  word's  sake,  and  according  to  thine  own  heart,  hast 
thou  done  all  these  great  things,  to  make  thy  servant  know  thein. 

22  Wherefore  thou  art  great,  O  Lord  God:  for  there  is  none  like 
thee,  neither  is  there  any  God  beside  thee,  according  to  all  that  we 
have  heard  with  our  ears. 

23  And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  thy  people,  even  like 
Israel,  whom  God  went  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  himself,  and  to 
make  him  a  name,  and  to  do  for  you  great  things  and  terrible  for  thy 
land,  before  thy  people,  which  thou  redeemedst  to  thee  from  Egypt, 
from  the  nations  and  their  gods? 

24  For  thou  hast  confirmed  to  thyself  thy  people  Israel  to  be  a 
people  unto  thee  for  ever:  and  thou,  Lord,  art  become  their  God. 

25  And  now,  O  Lord  God,  the  word  that  thou  hast  spoken  con- 
:5eriiing  thy  servant,  and  concerning  his  house,  establish  it  for  ever, 
ind  do  as  thou  hast  said. 

26  And  let  thy  name  be  magnified  for  ever,  saying.  The  Lord 
of  hosts  ?\9  the  God  over  Israel:  and  let  the  house  of  tnv  servant  David 
be  established  before  thee. 

27  For  thou,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  God  of  Israel,  hast  revealed  to  thy 
servant,  saying,  I  will  build  thee  an  house:  therefore  hath  thy  ser- 
vant found  in  nis  heart  to  pray  this  prayer  unto  thee. 

28  And  now,  O  Lord  God,  thou  art  that  God,  and  thy  words  be 
true,  and  thou  hast  promised  this  goodness  unto  thy  servant: 

29  Therefore  now  let  it  please  thee  to  bless  the  house  of  thy  ser- 
vant, that  it  may  continue  for  ever  before  thee:  for  thou,  O  Lord 
God,  hast  spoken  it:  and  with  thy  blessing  let  the  house  of  thy  ser- 
vant be  blessed  for  ever. 

Cfjapter  8 

1  David  gubdueth  the  Philistines  and  the  Monhites.  3  He  smiteth  Iladadezer,  and  the  Syrians.  9  Toi  sendeth 
Jcram  with  presents  to  bless  him.  1 1  The  presents  and  the  spoil  David  dedicateth  to  Ocd.  14  He  pvitcth  garrisons 
in  Edom.     16  David's  officers. 

ND  after  this  it  came  to  pass,  that  David  smote  the  Philistines, 
and  subdued  them:  and  David  took  Metheg-ammah  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines. 
2  And  he  smote  Moab,  and  measured  them  with  a  line,  casting 
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them  down  to  the  ground;  even  with  two  lines  measured  he  to  put  to 
death,  and  with  one  full  line  to  keep  alive.  And  so  the  Moabites 
became  David's  servants,  and  brought  gifts. 

3  ^  David  smote  also  Hadadezer,  ^  the  son  of  Rehob,  king  of 
Zobah,  as  he  went  to  recover  his  border  at  the  river  Euphrates. 

4  And  David  took  from  him  a  thousand  chariots^  and  seven  hun- 
dred horsemen,  and  twenty  thousand  footmen:  and  Da\Tid  houghed 
all  the  chariot  horseSy  but  reserved  of  them  for  an  hundred 
chariots. 

5  And  when  the  Syrians  of  Damascus  came  to  succor  Hadadezer 
king  of  Zobah,  David  slew  of  the  Syrians  two  and  twentj^  thousand 
men. 

6  Then  David  put  garrisons  in  Syria  of  Damascus:  and  the  SjTians 
became  servants  to  David,  and  brought  gifts.  And  the  Lord  pre- 
served David  whithersoever  he  went. 

7  And  David  took  the  shields  of  gold  that  were  on  the  servants  of 
Hadadezer,  and  brought  them  to  Jerusalem. 

8  And  from  Betah,  and  from  Berothai,  cities  of  Hadadezer,  king 
David  took  exceeding  much  brass. 

9  If  When  Toi  king  of  Hamath  heard  that  David  had  smitten  all 
the  host  of  Hadadezer, 

10  Then  Toi  sent  Joram  his  son  unto  king  David,  to  salute  him, 
and  to  bless  him,  because  he  had  fought  against  Hadadezer,  and 
smitten  him :  for  Hadadezer  had  wars  with  Toi.  And  Joram  brought 
with  him  vessels  of  silver,  and  vessels  of  gold,  and  vessels  of  brass: 

11  Which  also  king  David  did  dedicate  unto  the  Lord,  with  the 
silver  and  gold  that  he  had  dedicated  of  all  nations  which  he  subdued; 

12  Of  Syria,  and  of  Moab,  and  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  of 
the  Philistines,  and  of  Amalek,  and  of  the  spoil  of  Hadadezer,  son  of 
Rehob,  king  of  Zobah. 

13  And  David  gat  him  a  name  when  he  returned  from  smiting 
of  the  Syrians  in  the  valley  of  salt,  being  eighteen  thousand  wew. 

14  If  And  he  put  garrisons  in  Edom;  throughout  all  Edom  put  he 
garrisons,  and  all  they  of  Edom  became  David's  servants.  And  the 
JLoRD  preserved  David  whithersoever  he  went. 

15  And  David  reigned  over  all  Israel:  and  David  executed  judg- 
ment and  justice  unto  all  his  people. 

16  And  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  was  over  the  host;  and  Jehoshaphat^ 
the  son  of  Ahilud  was  recorder; 

17  And  Zadok  the  son  of  Ahitub,  and  xAJiimelech  the  son  of  Abiathar^ 
were  the  priests;  and  Seraiah  was  the  scribe; 

18  And  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  wa^  over  both  the  Cherethite^ 
and  the  Pelethites;  and  David's  sons  were  chief  rulers. 


iThis  name  is  later  spelt  Hadarezer.     He  was  king  of  Zobah.  a  small  Aran^aean  kingdom  somewhere 
In  or  near  the  modem  Jauian. 
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** Behold^  Dagon  was  fallen  upon  his  face  to  the  earth 
before  the  ark  of  the  Lord" — 7.  Sam.,  5,  3. 

THE  biblical  story  of  the  captivity  of  the  ark  among 
the  Philistines  is  one  of  mirade  and  marvel.  The 
trophy  was  borne  proudly  to  their  great  city  of 
Ashdod  and  there  placed  in  the  temple  at  the  feet  of  their 
own  god,  Dagon.  In  the  night  the  image  of  Dagon,  a 
strange  marine  figm^  half  6sh  and  half  man,  fell  down 
and  lay  prostrate  before  tlie  ark.  The  priests  of  Dagon 
hastened  to  set  him  on  his  pedestal  again;  but  the  next 
morning  he  had  again  fallen  and  lay,  with  head  and  arms 
broken  off,  across  the  threshold  of  the  temple.  Never 
afterward,  so  legend  tells  us,  would  the  Philistines  tread 
upon  the  threshold  of  any  of  their  temples,  through  fear 
of  desecrating  some  spot  their  god  had  touched. 

Meanwhile  their  troubles  were  but  begun.  A  painful 
skin  disease  smote  all  the  people  of  the  city,  and  a  plague 
of  mice  began  to  spread  throughout  the  land.  They  sent 
the  ark  awav  to  another  of  their  cities,  whereon  the  dis- 
ease  and  the  mice  appeared  there  also.  For  seven  months 
the  ark  was  hurried  about  from  place  to  place  among  the 
Philistines,  and  always  the  plagues  followed  it,  until  the 
people  were  crushed  and  despairing,  and  cried  out  that 
this  terrible  fetich  of  the  Hebrews  must  be  given  back  to 
them. 
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Ctiapter  9 

1  David  by  Ziba  sendeih  for  Mephibosheth.  7  For  Jonathan* 8  sake  he  entertaineth  him  at  his  table,  and  reetoreth 
him  all  that  was  Saul's.    9  He  maketh  Ziba  his  farmer. 

ND  David  said,  Is  there  yet  any  that  is  left  of  the  house  of 
Saul,  that  1  may  shew  him  kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake? 

2  And  there  was  of  the  house  of  Saul  a  servant  whose 

name  was  Ziba.  And  when  they  had  called  him  unto  David,  the 
king  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  Ziba?  And  he  said,  Thy  servant 
is  he. 

3  And  the  king  said.  Is  there  not  yet  any  of  the  house  of  Saul, 
that  I  may  shew  the  kindness  of  God  unto  him  ?  And  Ziba  said  unto 
the  king,  Jonathan  hath  yet  a  son,  which  is  lame  on  his  feet. 

4  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  Where  is  he  ?  And  Ziba  said  unto 
the  king.  Behold,  he  is  in  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son  of  Ammiel, 
in  Lo-debar. 

5  If  Then  king  David  sent,  and  fetched  him  out  of  the  house  of 
Machir,  the  son  of  Ammiel,  from  Lo-debar. 

6  Now  when  Mephibosheth,  the  son  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul, 
was  come  unto  David,  he  fell  on  his  face,  and  did  reverence.  And 
David  said,  Mephibosheth.  And  he  answered.  Behold  thy  ser- 
vant ! 

7  T[  And  David  said  unto  him,  Fear  not:  for  I  will  surely  shew 
thee  kindness  for  Jonathan  thy  father's  sake,  and  w411  restore  thee 
all  the  land  of  Saul  thy  father;  and  thou  shalt  eat  bread  at  my  table 
continuallv- 

8  And  he  bowed  himself  and  said.  What  is  thy  servant,  that  thou 
shouldest  look  upon  such  a  dead  dog  as  I  am! 

9  %  Then  the  king  called  to  Ziba,  Saul's  servant,  and  said  unto 
him,  I  have  given  unto  thy  master's  son  all  that  pertained  to  Saul 
and  to  all  his  house. 

10  Thou  therefore,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  servants,  shall  till  the 
land  for  him,  and  thou  shalt  bring  in  the  fruits,  that  thy  master's  son 
may  have  food  to  eat:  but  Mephibosheth  thy  master's  son  shall  eat 
bread  alway  at  my  table.  Now  Ziba  had  fifteen  sons  and  twenty 
servants. 

11  Then  said  Ziba  unto  the  king,  According  to  all  that  my  lord 
the  king  hath  commanded  his  servant,  so  shall  thy  servant  do.  As 
for  iVIephibosheth,  said  the  king,  he  shall  eat  at  my  table,  as  one  of 
the  king's  sons. 

12  And  Mephibosheth  had  a  young  son,  whose  name  was  IMicha. 
And  all  that  dwelt  in  the  house  of  Ziba  were  servants  unto  IMephi- 
bosheth. 

13  So  Mephibosheth  dwelt  in  Jerusalem:  for  he  did  eat  continually 
at  the  king's  table;  and  was  lame  on  both  his  feet. 
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Ctiopter  10 

1  Dovid'B  me»9engen^  sent  to  comfori  Hanun  the  son  of  Nahath,  are  vQlaifunuly  entreated.  6  The  Ammonitei^ 
Urerufthened  by  the  Syrians,  are  overcome  by  Joab  and  Abiehai.  15  Shobach,  makino  a  new  supply  of  the  Syrians 
al  HeUtm,  is  slain  by  David, 

ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  the  king  of  the  children 
of  Ammon  died,  and  Hanun  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
2  Then  said  David,  I  will  shew  kindness  unto  Hanun  the 
son  of  Nahash,  as  his  father  shewed  kindness  unto  me.  And  Da\'id 
sent  to  comfort  him  by  the  hand  of  his  servants  for  his  father.  And 
David's  servants  came  into  the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon. 

3  And  the  princes  of  the  children  of  Ammon  said  unto  Hanun 
their  lord,  Thinkest  thou  that  David  doth  honour  thy  father,  that  he  -= 
hath  sent  comforters  unto  thee  ?  hath  not  David  rather  sent  his  ser — 
vants  unto  thee,  to  search  the  city,  and  to  spy  it  out,  and  to  overthrow  ^ 
it? 

4  Wherefore  Hanun  took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  off  the  one^ 
half  of  their  beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments  in  the  middle,  eveti,-=^ 
to  their  buttocks,  and  sent  them  away. 

5  When  thev  told  it  unto  David,  he  sent  to  meet   them,  because 
the  men  were  greatly  ashamed:  and  the  king  said,  Tarrj'  at  Jericho 
until  vour  beards  be  grown,  and  then  return. 

6  ^  And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw  that  they  stank  before 
David,  the  children  of  Ammon  sent  and  hired  the  Syrians  of  Beth- 
rehob,  and  the  Syrians  of  Zoba,  twenty  thousand  footmen,  and  of 
king  Maacah  a  thousand  men,  and  of  Ish-tob  twelve  thousand  men. 

7  And  when  David  heard  of  it,  he  sent  Joab,  and  all  the  host  of 
the  mighty  men. 

8  And  the  children  of  Ammon  came  out,  and  put  the  battle  in  array 
at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate:  and  the  Syrians  of  Zoba,  and  of  Rehob, 
and  Ish-tob,  and  Maacah,  were  by  themselves  in  the  field. 

9  When  Joab  saw  that  the  front  of  the  battle  was  against  him 
before  and  behind,  he  chose  of  all  the  choice  men  of  Israel,  and  put 
them  in  array  against  the  Syrians: 

10  And  the  rest  of  the  people  he  delivered  into  the  hand  of  Abishai 
his  brother,  that  he  might  put  them  in  array  against  the  children  of 
Ammon. 

11  And  he  said.  If  the  Syrians  be  too  strong  for  me,  then  thou 
shalt  help  me:  but  if  the  children  of  Ammon  be  too  strong  for  thee, 
then  I  will  come  and  help  thee. 

12  Be  of  good  courage,  and  let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people,  and 
for  the  cities  of  our  God :  and  the  Lord  do  that  which  seemetn  him  good. 

13  And  Joab  drew  nigh,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him,  unto 
the  battle  against  the  Syrians :  and  they  ned  before  him. 

14  And  when  the  cnildren  of  Ammon  saw  that  the  Syrians  were 
fled,  then  fled  they  also  before  Abishai,  and  entered  into,  the  city. 
So  Joab  returned  from  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 
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"And  Uiey  of  Brihshemesh  icere  reaping  iheir  wheat 
liarvesi  in  ihe  xvlley:  and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes^  and  saw 
the  ark,  and  rejoiced  to  see  it" — I.  Sam.,  6,  13. 

TIFE  priests  of  the  Philistines  were  not  wholly  ready 
to  admit  that  the  ark  was  the  cause  of  all  the  misery 
so  they  proposed  a  test.  The  ark  was  brought  out, 
being  touched  with  trembling  reverence  now,  and  was 
placed  with  gorgeous  decorations  and  gifts  upon  a  cart 
To  tliis  cart  were  hitched  two  untrained  cows,  whose 
calves  were  led  away  from  them.  Now,  argued  the 
priests,  if  this  ark  is  but  an  ordinary  box,  the  cows  will  ^ 
seek  their  calves;  if  it  has  a  supernatural  power  it  will 
compel  them  to  take  it  back  to  Israel. 

**And  the  kine  took  the  straight  way  to  the  way  of 
Beth-shemesh,"  which  was  the  nearest  Israelite  town. 
As  they  drew  the  ark  along  the  highway,  they  called  plain- 
tively for  their  lost  calves,  yet  "turned  not  aside  to  the 
right  hand  or  to  the  left."  Thus  the  ark  went  bade  to 
Israel. 

The  lords  of  the  Philistines  followed  it  to  the  borders 
of  their  land,  and  then  went  home  in  awe  and  wonderment. 
The  people  of  Beth-shemesh,  looking  up  from  their  wheat 
harvest,  were  astounded  by  what  they  saw,  the  lowing 
kine  advancing  without  a  driver,  the  lonely  cart  with  all 
its  unprotected  wealth  of  decoration,  and  upon  it  their 
treasured  ark  so  mysteriously  returned  to  them. 
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15  Tf  And  when  the  Syrians  saw  that  they  were  smitten  before 
Israel,  they  gathered  themselves  together. 

16  And  Hadarezer  sent,  and  brought  out  the  Syrians  that  were 
beyond  the  river:  and  they  came  to  Helam;  and  Shobach  the  captain 
of  the  host  of  Hadarezer  went  before  them. 

17  And  when  it  was  told  David,  he  gathered  all  Israel  together, 
and  passed  over  Jordan,  and  came  to  Helam.  And  the  Syrians  set 
themselves  in  array  against  David,  and  fought  with  him. 

18  And  the  Syrians  fled  before  Israel;  and  David  slew  the  men  of 
seven  hundred  chariots  of  the  Syrians,  and  forty  thousand  horsemen, 
and  smote  Shobach  the  captain  of  their  host,  who  died  there. 

19  And  when  all  the  kings  that  were  servants  to  Hadarezer  saw 
that  they  were  smitten  before  Israel,  they  made  peace  with  Israel, 
and  served  them.  So  the  Syrians  feared  to  help  the  cliildren  of  Am- 
mion  any  more. 

Chapter  II 

L  WhUe  Joab  besieged  Rabbah,  David  commiiteih  adultery  with  Bath-eheba.  6  Uriah,  sent  for  by  David  to  cover 
^ke  adultery,  would  not  go  home  neither  eober  nor  drunken.  1 1  lie  carrieth  to  Joab  the  letter  of  hie  death.  18  Jo<U> 
ftndeth  the  news  thereof  to- David.    26  David  taketh  Bath-sheba  to  wife. 

ND  it  came  to  pass,  after  the  year  was  expired,  at  the  time 
when  kings  go  forth  to  battle,  that  David  sent  Joab,  and  his 

servants  with  him,  and  all  Israel;  and  they  destroyed  the 

children  of  Ammon,  and  besieged  Rabbah.  But  David  tarried  still 
at  Jerusalem. 

2  Tf  And  it  came  to  pass  in  an  eveningtide,  that  David  arose  from 
off  his  bed,  and  walked  upon  the  roof  of  the  king's  house:  and  from 
the  roof  he  saw  a  woman  washing  herself:  and  the  woman  was  very 
beautiful  to  look  upon. 

3  And  David  sent  and  inquired  after  the  woman.  And  one  said. 
Is  not  this  Bath-sheba,  the  daughter  of  Eliam,  the  wife  of  Uriah  the 
Hittite  ? 

4  And  David  sent  messengers,  and  took  her;  and  she  came  in 
unto  him,  and  he  lay  with  her;  for  she  was  purified  from  her  unclean- 
aess:  and  she  returned  unto  her  house. 

5  And  the  woman  conceived,  and  sent  and  told  David,  and  said, 
[  am  with  child. 

6  If  And  David  sent  to  Joab,  saying^  Send  me  Uriah  the  Hittite, 
And  Joab  sent  Uriah  to  David. 

7  And  when  Uriah  was  come  unto  him,  David  demanded  of  him 
how  Joab  did,  and  how  the  people  did,  and  how  the  war  prospered. 

8  And  David  said  to  Uriah,  Go  down  to  thv  house,  and  wash 
thy  feet.  And  Uriah  departed  out  of  the  king  s  house,  and  there 
followed  him  a  mess  of  meat  from  the  king. 

9  But  Uriah  slept  at  the  door  of  the  king's  house  with  all  the  ser* 
rants  of  his  lord,  and  went  not  down  to  his  house. 
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10  And  when  they  had  told  David,  saying,  Uriah  went  not  down 
unto  his  house,  Da\4d  said  unto  Uriah,  Camest  thou  not  from  thy 
journey  ?  why  then  didst  thou  not  so  down  unto  thine  house  ? 

11  And  Tjriah  said  unto  David,  The  ark,  and  Israel,  and  Judah, 
abide  in  tents;  and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  servants  of  my  lord,  are 
encamped  in  the  open  fields:  shall  I  then  so  into  mine  house,  to  eat 
and  to  drink,  and  to  lie  with  my  wife  ?  as  thou  livest,  and  as  thy  soul 
liveth,  I  will  not  do  this  thing. 

12  And  David  said  to  Uriah,  Tany  here  to-day  also,  and  to-mor- 
row I  \\ill  let  thee'  depart.  So  Uriah  abode  in  tierusalem  that  day, 
and  the  morrow. 

13  And  when  David  had  called  him,  he  did  eat  and  drink  before 
him;  and  he  made  him  drunk:  and  at  even  he  went  out  to  lie  on  his 
bed  with  the  servants  of  his  lord,  but  went  not  down  to  his  house. 

14  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  David  \\Tote  a  letter 
to  Joab,  and  sent  it  by  the  hand  of  Uriah. 

15  And  he  wrote  in  the  letter,  saying.  Set  ye  Uriah  in  the  forefront 
of  the  hottest  battle,  and  retire  ye  from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten, 
and  die. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joab  observed  the  city,  that  he 
assigned  Uriah  unto  a  place  where  he  knew  that  valiant  men  were, 

17  And  the  men  of  tlie  city  went  out,  and  fought  \rith  Joab:  and 
there  fell  same  of  the  people  of  the  servants  of  David;  and  Uriah 
the  Hittite  died  also. 

18  ^  Then  Joab  sent  and  told  David  all  the  things  concerning 
the  war; 

19  And  charged  the  messenger,  saying.  When  thou  hast  made  an 
end  of  telling  the  matters  of  the  war  unto  the  king, 

20  And  if  so  be  that  the  king's  wrath  arise,  and  he  say  unto  thee. 
Wherefore  approached  ye  so  nigh  unto  the  city  when  ye  did  fight  .^ 
knew  ye  not  that  they  would  shoot  from  the  wall  ? 

21  Who  smote  Afcimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbesheth  ?  did  not  a 
woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  millstone  upon  him  from  the  wall,  that  he 
died  in  Thebez  ?  why  went  ye  nigh  the  wall  ?  then  say  thou.  Thy  ser- 
vant Uriah  the  Hittite  is  dead  also. 

22  ^  So  the  messenger  went,  and  came  and  shewed  David  all  that   - 
Joab  had  sent  him  for. 

23  And  the  messenger  said  unto  David,  Surely  the  men  prevailed 
against  us,  and  came  out  unto  us  into  the  field,  ana  we  were  upon  them 
even  unto  the  entering  of  the  gate. 

24  And  the  shooters  shot  from  off  the  wall  upon  thy  servants;  and 
some  of  the  king's  servants  be  dead,  and  thy  servant  Uriah  the  Hittite 
is  dead  also. 

25  Then  Da^^d  said  unto  the  messenger.  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unta 
Joab,  Let  not  this  thing  displease  thee,  for  the  sword  devoureth  one 
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And  as  Samuel  teas  offering  up  the  humt  offering^ 
the  PhilUiines  drew  near  to  battled — I.  Sam,,  7,  10. 

THE  return  of  the  ark  brought  to  Israel  a  disaster 
not  unlike  that  which  the  Pliilistines  had  suffered. 
The  over-curious  people  handled  the  ark  with 
little  reverence,  and  because  of  this  profanation  a  great 
plague  smote  Israel.  After  that  the  people  submitted 
themselves  whollv  to  the  commands  of  Samuel.  The 
prophet  was  raised  to  Eli's  double  position  acting  as  both 
priest  and  judge,  the  **last  of  the  judges."  As  Shiloh,  the 
ancient  seat  of  the  tabernacle,  had  been  utterly  destroyed 
by  the  Philistines,  Samuel  erected  a  shelter  for  the  aik 
at  Kirjath-jearim,  a  town  near  to  where  the  ark  had  been 
brought  bv  the  cows.  Here  for  twenty  years  the  prophet 
preached  and  taught,  until  he  had  brought  Israel  bade 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  He  reformed  and  changed 
the  people  as  no  man  had  done  since  Joshua's  day. 

When  at  length  Samuel  thought  his  followers  were  ready, 
he  marsluilled  them  once  more  against  the  Philistines; 
but  instead  of  trusting  to  Israel's  military  prowess,  he 
offered  a  sacrifice  to  God.  In  the  midst  of  the  ceremony, 
the  Philistines  attacked.  **But  the  Lord  thundered  with 
a  great  thunder  on  that  day  upon  the  Philistines.*'  So 
completely  were  they  defeated  that  the  Israelites  were 
again  independent,  and  there  was  peace  thereafter  **«U 
the  davs  of  Samuel." 


ui-91 


SECOND  SAMUEXj  XII — ^DAVID  BEPENTB  HIS  SIN  563 

well  as  another:  make  thy  battle  more  strong  against  the  city,  and 
overthrow  it:  and  encourage  thou  him. 

26  ^  And  when  the  wife  of  Uriah  heard  that  Uriah  her  husband 
'was  dead,  she  mourned  for  her  husband. 

27  And  when  the  mourning  was  past,  David  sent  and  fetched  her 
to  his  house,  and  she  became  liis  wife,  and  bare  him  a  son.  But  the 
thing  that  David  had  done  displeased  the  Lord. 

Chapter  12 

1  Naikan*9  parable  of  the  ewe  lamb  cauaeth  David  to  be  hie  own  fudae.  7  David  reproved  bu  Nathan,  eonfumA 
ki9  nn,  and  it  pardoned.  15  David  moumeth  and  praueth  for  the  chiid,  while  U  lived,  24  Solomon  i»  born,  and 
named  JedUHah,    20  David  takeih  Rabbah,  and  tortwrOh  the  peopU  thereof. 

• 

ND  the  Lord  sent  Nathan  unto  David.  And  he  came  unto 
him,  and  said  unto  him.  There  were  two  men  in  one  city; 
the  one  rich,  and  the  other  poor. 

2  The  rich  man  had  exceeding  many  flocks  and  herds: 

3  But  the  poor  man  had  nothing,  save  one  little  ewe  lamb,  which 
he  had  bought  and  nourished  up:  and  it  grew  up  together  with  him, 
and  with  his  children;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat,  and  drank  of  his  own 
cup,  and  lay  in  his  bosom,  and  was  unto  him  as  a  daughter. 

4  And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  spared 
to  take  of  his  own  flock  and  of  his  own  herd,  to  dress  for  the  way- 
faring man  that  was  come  unto  him;  but  took  the  poor  man's  lamo, 
and  dressed  it  for  the  man  that  was  come  to  him.  < 

5  And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the  man;  and 
he  said  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done  this 
thing  shall  surely  die : 

6  And  he  shall  restore  the  lamb  fourfold,  because  he  did  this  thing, 
and  because  he  had  no  pity. 

7  Tf  And  Nathan  said  to  David,  Thou  art  the  man.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel,  and  I 
delivered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul : 

8  And  I  gave  thee  thy  master's  house,  and  thy  master's  wives  into 
thy  bosom,  and  gave  thee  the  house  of  Israel  and  of  Judah;  and  if 
ihat  had  been  too  little,  I  would  moreover  have  given  unto  thee  such 
and  such  things. 

9  Wherefore  hast  thou  despised  the  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
to  do  evil  in  his  sight?  thou  hast  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite  with  the 
sword,  and  hast  taken  his  wife  to  be  thy  wife,  and  hast  slain  him  with 
the  sword  of  the  children  of  Ammon. 

10  Now  therefore  the  sword  shall  never  depart  from  thine  house; 
because  thou  hast  despised  me,  and  hast  taken  the  wife  of  Uriah  the 
Hittite  to  be  thv  wife. 

11  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  raise  up  evil  against  thee 
out  of  thine  own  house,  and  I  will  take  thy  wives  before  thine  eyes. 
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and  give  ihem  unto  thy  neighbour,  and  he  shall  lie  with  thy  wives 
in  the  sight  of  this  sun. 

12  For  thou  didst  it  secretly:  but  I  will  do  this  thing  before  all 
Israel,  and  before  the  sun. 

13  And  David  said  unto  Nathan,  I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord. 
And  Nathan  said  unto  David,  The  Lord  also  hatn  put  away  thy 
sin;  thou  shalt  not  die. 

14  Howbeit,  because  by  this  deed  thou  hast  given  great  occasion 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blaspheme,  the  cmld  also  thai  is  born 
unto  thee  shall  surely  die. 

15  If  And  Nathan  departed  unto  his  house.  And  the  Lord 
struck  the  child  that  Uriah's  wife  bare  unto  David,  and  it  was  very  sick. 

16  David  therefore  besought  God  for  the  child;  and  David  fasted 
and  went  in,  and  lay  all  night  upon  the  earth. 

17  And  the  elders  of  his  house  arose,  and  went  to  him,  to  raise 
him  up  from  the  earth:  but  he  would  not,  neither  did  he  eat  bread 
with  them. 

18  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  the  child  died. 
And  the  servants  of  David  feared  to  tell  him  that  the  child  was  dead: 
for  they  said.  Behold,  while  the  child  was  yet  alive,  we  spake  unto 
him,  and  he  would  not  hearken  unto  our  voice:  how  will  he  then  vex 
himself,  if  we  tell  him  that  the  child  is  dead  ? 

19  But  when  David  saw  that  his  servants  whispered,  David  per- 
ceived that  the  child  was  dead :  therefore  David  said  unto  his  servants. 
Is  the  child  dead  ?     And  they  said.  He  is  dead. 

20  Then  David  arose  from  the  earth,  and  washed,  and  anointed 
himself y  and  changed  his  apparel,  and  came  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  worshipped:  then  ne  came  to  his  own  house;  and  when  he 
required,  they  set  bread  before  him,  and  he  did  eat. 

21  Then  said  his  servants  unto  him,  What  thing  is  this  that  thou 
hast  done  ?  thou  didst  fast  and  weep  for  the  child,  while  it  was  aUve; 
but  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou  didst  rise  and  eat  bread. 

22  And  he  said.  While  the  child  was  vet  alive,  I  fasted  and  wept: 
for  I  said.  Who  can  tell  whether  God  will  be  gracious  to  me,  that  the 
child  may  live  ? 

23  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore  should  I  fast  ?  can  I  bring  him 
back  again  ?     I  shall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me. 

24  Tf  And  David  comforted  Bath-sheba  his  wife,  and  went  in  unto 
her,  and  lay  with  her:  and  she  bare  a  son,  and  he  called  his  name 
Solomon:  and  the  Lord  loved  him. 

25  And  he  sent  by  the  hand  of  Nathan  the  prophet;  and  he  called 
his  name  Jedidiah,*  because  of  the  Lord. 

26  ^  And  Joab  fought  against  Kabbah  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  took  the  royal  city. 

ijedidiah,  Solomon's  other  name,  means  **  beloved  of  Jehovah." 


4 


•A 


,    I 


\  ■' 


/  ■  I 


/. 


•      I 


.'> 


v'   •-.  . 


i;  . 

A'- 


'r 


'     t  i» 


',1 : 


.1 ' 


»i 


■    J- 


'f 


■5 


:  '"■■'■'>  \,  ',  :      -f       .  -• 
1    'n'i    "i.i.:    I '  -i.  ■»  »!j 


> .    ■■  ■< 


!  • 


i 


i 


/ 


I'.V.' 

I''- 

r 


I*  . 

•  V 

A 


i 


ii     : 


9fi(rael  Bemanbi;  a  lltng 

•      BY  J.  VVTNTER,  A  DUTCH  ENGRAVER  OF  THE  EIQHT- 

EFJS'TH  CENTURY. 
+ 

'*  Xcverthelcas  the  people  refused  to  obey  the  voice  cf 
Samuel;  atul  they  said,  Xay;  but  we  will  hair  a  king  over 
us,*' — /.  Sam.,  S,  19. 

AT  I^ENGTII  Samuel  grew  old.  His  wise  and  tem- 
perate rule  may  have  become  feeble,  at  any  rate 
be  had  two  sons,  who,  like  tliose  of  Eli,  brought 
their  father*s  guidance  into  disrepute.  They  ^'turned 
aside  after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judg- 
ment.*' So  the  elders  of  Israel  came  to  Ramah,  where 
Samuel  had  erected  the  tabernacle  and  where  he  dwelled. 
They  declared  to  the  aged  prophet  that  the  Israelites  had 
decided  that  the  priestly  rule  had  proven  too  weak;  they 
must  have  a  king  *Mike  all  the  mitions.** 

Samuel  pleaded  earnestly  with  them.  This  proposal 
for  change  came  not  from  God  but  from  themselves.  It 
was  a  new  disobedience  to  the  divine  Law.  It  must  bring 
evil.  Especially  he  pointed  out  to  them  tlie  sufferings 
they  would  have  to  endure  under  a  king.  *'And  ye  shall 
cr\'  out  in  that  day  because  of  your  king  which  ye  shall 
have  chosen  you;  and  the  Ix>rd  will  not  hear  you  in  that 
day." 

Nevertheless  the  Israelites  insisted.     And  the  voice  of 
God  came  to  Samuel  bidding  him  \ield  to  the  people's 
will;  "'for  tliey  have  not  rejected   thee,  but  they  have 
rejected  me,  that  I  should  not  reign  over  thcm.^ 
It  was  a  fateful  day  for  Israel. 
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27  And  Joab  sent  messengers  to  David,  and  said,  I  have  fought 
igainst  Rabbah,  and  have  taken  the  city  of  waters.  ^ 

28  Now  therefore  gather  the  rest  of  the  people  together,  and 
encamp  against  the  city,  and  take  it:  lest  I  take  tne  city,  and  it  be 
called  after  my  name. 

29  And  David  gathered  all  the  people  together,  and  went  to  Rab- 
>ah,  and  fought  against  it,  and  took  it. 

30  And  he  took  their  king's  crown  from  off  his  head,  the  weight 
thereof  was  a  talent  of  gold  with  the  precious  stones :  and  it  was  set 
>n  David's  head.  And  he  brought  forth  the  spoil  of  the  city  in  great 
ibundance. 

31  And  he  brought  forth  the  people  that  were  therein,  and  put 
^Jiem  under  saws,  and  under  harrows  of  iron,  and  under  axes  of  iron, 
ind  made  them  pass  through  the  brick-kiln:  and  thus  did  he  unto 
ill  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Ammon.'  So  David  and  all  the  people 
returned  unto  Jerusalem, 

Cfiopter  13 

I  Amnon  lovino  Tamar,  by  JonadaVs  coufuel  feignino  hinu^f  tick.  ravUheth  her,  15  He  haUth  her,  and  thame' 
iittw  tumeth  her  aufay.  19  Abaalom  erUertaineth  her,  and  coneealeUi  hie  purpoae.  23  At  a  theepthearing,  caiuma 
iff  the  kino'e  eone,  he  kiUeth  Amnon.  30  David  grieving  at  the  neu>B  ie  comforted  by  Jonadab.  37  Abaatom  flidk 
o  Taimai  at  Oeahur, 

ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom  the  son  of  David 
had  a  fair  sister,  whose  name  was  Tamar;  and  Amnon  the 
son  of  David  loved  her. 

2  And  Amnon  was  so  vexed,  that  he  fell  sick  for  his  sister  Tamar; 
or  she  ivas  a  virgin;  and  Amnon  thought  it  hard  for  him  to  do  any 
hing  to  her. 

3  Uut  Amnon  had  a  friend,  whose  name  was  Jonadab,  the  son  of 
>himeah,  David's  brother:  and  Jonadab  was  a  very  subtil  man. 

4  And  he  said  unto  him.  Why  art  thou,  being  the  kind's  son,  lean 
rem  day  to  day  ?  wilt  thou  not  tell  me  ?  And  Amnon  said  unto  him, 
[  love  Tamar,  my  brother  Absalom's  sister. 

5  And  Jonadab  said  unto  him.  Lay  thee  down  on  thy  bed,  and 
nake  thyself  sick:  and  when  thv  father  cometh  to  see  thee,  say  unto 
lim,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  sister  I'amar  come,  and  give  me  meat,'  and 
]ress  the  meat  in  my  sight,  that  I  may  see  it,  and  eat  it  at  her  hand. 

6  ^  So  Amnon  lay  down,  and  made  himself  sick:  and  when  the 
dng  was  come  to  see  him,  Amnon  said  unto  the  king,  I  pray  thee, 
et  Tamar  my  sister  come,  and  make  me  a  couple  of  cakes  in  my  sight, 
hat  I  mav  eat  at  her  hand. 

7  Then  David  sent  home  to  Tamar,  saying,  Gro  now  to  thy  brother 
^mnon's  house,  and  dress  him  meat. 

8  So  Tamar  went  to  her  brother  Amnon's  house;  and  he  was  laid 

SApMrratly  this  meMU  tlwt  Joftb  had  Uken  the  low«r  part  of  the  dty,  tbe  part  that  lay  atong  the  water- 
mme.  but  had  not  captured  the  citadel.  «Thia  vene  ii  ■ometimea  interpnted^that  Dafid  put  them  to 
awa,  etc.,  not  under  eawi:  that  is.  he  made  them  labor  at  hia  mat  worica  of  buUdlnf .  •The  word  "meat" 
n  the  foltowlog  paanges  ii  altered  in  the  Berleed  Venlon  to  bnaa  or  food. 
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down.    And  she  took  flour,  and  kneaded  it^  and  made  cakes  in  his 
sight,  and  did  bake  the  cakes. 

9  And  she  took  a  pan,  and  poured  them  out  before  him;  but  he 
refused  to  eat.  And  Amnon  said.  Have  out  all  men  from  me.  And 
they  went  out  every  man  from  him. 

10  And  Amnon  said  unto  Tamar,  Bring  the  meat  into  the  chamber, 
that  I  may  eat  of  thine  hand.  And  Tamar  took  the  cakes  which  she 
had  made,  and  brought  them  into  the  chamber  to  Amnon  her  brother. 

11  And  when  she  nad  brought  them  unto  him  to  eat,  he  took  hold 
of  her,  and  said  unto  her.  Come  lie  with  me,  my  sister. 

12  And  she  answered  him.  Nay,  my  brother,  do  not  force  me;  for 
no  such  thing  ought  to  be  done  in  Israel :  do  not  thou  this  folly. 

13  And  I,  whither  shall  I  cause  my  shame  to  go  ?  and  as  for  thee» 
thou  shalt  be  as  one  of  the  fools  in  Israel.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee^ 
speak  unto  the  king;  for  he  will  not  withhold  me  from  thee. 

14  Howbeit  he  would  not  hearken  unto  her  voice:  but,  being 
stronger  than  she,  forced  her,  and  lay  with  her. 

15  ^  Then  Amnon  hated  her  exceedingly;  so  that  the  hatred  where- 
with he  hated  her  was  greater  than  the  love  wherewith  he  had  loved 
her.     And  Amnon  said  unto  her.  Arise,  be  gone. 

16  And  she  said  unto  him.  There  is  no  cause:  this  evil  in  sending 
me  away  is  greater  than  the  other  that  thou  didst  unto  me.  But  he 
would  not  hearken  unto  her. 

17  Then  he  called  his  servant  that  ministered  unto  him,  and  said. 
Put  now  this  w(yman  out  from  me,  and  bolt  the  door  after  her. 

18  And  she  had  a  garment  of  divers  colours  upon  her:  for  with  such 
robes  were  the  king's  daughters  that  were  virgins  apparelled.  Then 
his  servant  brought  her  out,  and  bolted  the  door  after  her. 

19  ^  And  Tamar  put  ashes  on  her  head,  and  rent  her  garment  of 
divers  colours  that  was  on  her,  and  laid  her  hand  on  her  head,  and 
went  on  crying. 

20  And  Absalom  her  brother  said  unto  her.  Hath  Amnon  thy 
brother  been  with  thee  ?  but  hold  now  thy  peace,  my  sister :  he  is  thy 
brother;  regard  not  this  thing.  So  Tamar  remained  desolate  in  her 
brother  Absalom's  house. 

21  H  But  when  king  David  heard  of  all  these  things,  he  was  very  wroth. 

22  And  Absalom  spake  unto  his  brother  Amnon  neither  good  nor 
bad :  for  Absalom  hated  Amnon,  because  he  had  forced  his  sister  Tamar. 

23  Tl  And  it  came  to  pass  after  two  full  years,  that  Absalom  had 
sheepshearers  in  Baal-hazor,  which  is  beside  Ephraim:  and  Absalom 
invited  all  the  king's  sons. 

24  And  Absalom  came  to  the  king,  and  said.  Behold  now,  thy 
servant  hath  sheepshearers;  let  the  king,  I  beseech  thee,  and  his  ser- 
vants go  with  thy  servant. 

25  And  the  king  said  to  Absalom,  Nay,  my  son,  let  us  not  all  now 
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B7  J.  8TE£PL£  DAVIS,  A  CONTEMPORABT  AUEBIGAN 

ARTIST. 
* 

**Then  Samvd  took  a  vial  of  only  and  poured  U  upon  kU 
headr—l:  Sam.,  10,  1. 

YIELDING  to  the  command  of  God  rather  than  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  Samuel  looked  about  for  the 
man  whom  he  should  appoint  as  king.  So  comes 
Saul  into  the  biblical  stor}'.  He  was  the  younger  son  of  a 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  energetic,  capable  youth* 
of  huge  stature,  towering  head  and  shoulders  over  ordi- 
nar}'  men.  Ilis  father  had  lost  some  asses,  so  Saul  went 
with  a  ser\'ant  searching  for  them  through  the  mountains. 
Led  by  the  divine  guidance,  he  came  to  the  city  of  Samuel, 
and  learning  of  the  prophet*s  presence,  resolved  to  con- 
sult him  about  the  lost  animals. 

Samuel  learned  from  Grod  that  this  youth  was  the 
destined  chieftain.  So  with  a  vial  of  oil  the  prophet 
anointed  Saul  as  king,  consecrating  him  to  the  service  of 
the  Lord.  Then  Samuel  foretold  the  signs  by  which  the 
young  man  might  surely  know  this  prophecy  was  truth. 
Each  sign  befell  as  the  prophet  said;  yet  Saul  went  doubt- 
ingly  to  liis  home.  ^Vfter  that  the  prophet  summoned  a 
general  assembly  to  see  who  should  be  king,  and  lots  were 
cast,  and  again  the  choice  fell  upon  SauL  So  some  people 
accepted  him  as  king.  ""But  the  children  of  Belial  said 
Uow  shall  this  man  save  us.^  And  they  despised  him, 
and  brought  him  no  presents.    But  he  held  his  peace.*' 


Ill -93 


SECOND  SAMUEL  XIII — ^ABSALOM's  REVENGE  567 

I,  lest  we  be  chargeable  unto  thee.     And  he  pressed  him:  howbeit 
le  would  not  go,  but  blessed  him. 

26  Then  said  Absalom,  If  not,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  brother  Amnon 
go  with  us.     And  the  king  said  unto  him,  Whv  should  he  go  with  thee  ? 

27  But  Absalom  pressed  him,  that  he  let  Amnon  and  all  the  king's 
sons  go  with  him. 

28  ^[  Now  Absalom  had  commanded  his  servants,  saying,  Mark 
ye  now  when  Amnon's  heart  is  merry  with  wine',  and  when  I  say  unto 
you.  Smite  Amnon;  then  kill  him,  fear  not:  have  not  I  commanded 
you.^  be  courageous,  and  be  valiant. 

29  And  the  servants  of  Absalom  did  unto  Amnon  as  Absalom  had 
commanded.  Then  all  the  king's  sons  arose,  and  every  man  gat 
him  up  upon  his  mule,  and  fled. 

30  *|f  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  they  were  in  the  way,  that  tidings 
came  to  David,  saying,  Absalom  hath  slain  all  the  king's  sons,  and 
there  is  not  one  of  them  left. 

31  Then  the  king  arose,  and  tare  his  garments,  and  lay  on  the 
earth;  and  all  his  servants  stood  bv  with  their  clothes  rent. 

32  And  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Shimeah,  David's  brother,  answered 
and  said.  Let  not  my  lord  suppose  that  they  have  slain  all  the  young 
men  the  king's  sons;  for  Amnon  only  is  dead:  for  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Absalom  this  hath  been  determined  from  the  day  that  he 
forced  his  sister  Tamar. 

33  Now  therefore  let  not  my  lord  the  king  take  the  thing  to  his 
heart,  to  think  that  all  the  king's  sons  are  dead :  for  Amnon  only  is  dead. 

34  But  Absalom  fled.  And  the  young  man  that  kept  the  watch 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  there  came  much  people 
by  the  way  of  the  hill  side  behind  him. 

35  And  Jonadab  said  unto  the  king.  Behold,  the  king's  sons  come: 
as  thy  servant  said,  so  it  is. 

36  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing, that,  behold,  the  King's  sons  came,  and  lifted  up  their  voice  and 
wept:  and  the  king  also  and  all  his  servants  wept  very  sore. 

37  ^  But  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Talmai,  the  son  of  Ammihud, 
kinc:  of  Geshur.     And  David  mourned  for  his  son  every  dav. 

38  So  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  was  there  three  years. 

39  And  the  soul  of  king  David  longed  to  go  forth  unto  Absalom: 
for  he  was  comforted  concerning  Amnon,  seemg  he  was  dead. 

Chapter  14 

1  Joab,  suborning  a  widow  of  Tekoah,  by  a  parable  to  incline  the  king's  heart  to  fetch  home  Absalom,  hringeth  him 
io  Jenualem.  25  Absalom's  beauty,  hair,  and  children.  28  After  two  years,  Absalom  by  Jt)ab  is  brought  inia 
the  king*a  presence. 

OW  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  perceived  that  the  king's  heart 
wcuf  toward  Absalom. 

2  And  Joab  sent  to  Tekoah,  and  fetched  thence  a  wise 

woman,  and  said  unto  her,  I  pray  thee^  feign  thyself  to  be  a  moumery 
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and  put  on  now  mourning  apparel,  anoint  not  thyself  with  oil,  but 
be  as  a  woman  that  had  a  long  time  mourned  for  the  dead : 

3  And  come  to  the  king,  and  speak  on  this  manner  unto  hinu 
So  Joab  put  the  words  in  her  mouth. 

4  ^  And  when  the  woman  of  Tekoah  spake  to  the  king,  she  fell 
on  her  face  to  the  ground,  and  did  obeisance,  and  said.  Help,  O  king. 

5  And  the  king  said  unto  her,  WTiat  aileth  thee.^  And  she  an- 
swered, I  am  indeed  a  widow  woman,  and  my  husband  is  dead. 

6  And  thy  handmaid  had  two  sons,  and  they  two  strove  together 
in  the  field,  smd. there  was  none  to  part  them,  but  the  one  smote  the 
other,  and  slew  him. 

7  And,  behold,  the  whole  family  is  risen  against  thine  handmaid, 
and  they  said.  Deliver  him  that  smote  his  brother,  that  we  may  kill 
him,  for  the  life  of  his  brother  whom  he  slew;  and  we  will  destroy  the 
heir  also ;  and  so  they  shall  quench  my  coal  which  is  left,  and  shall  not 
leave  to  my  husband  neither  name  nor  remainder  upon  the  earth. 

8  And  the  king  said  unto  the  woman.  Go  to  thine  house,  and  I  will 
give  charge  concerning  thee. 

9  And  the  woman  of  Tekoah  said  unto  the  king.  My  lord,  O  king, 
the  iniquity  he  on  me,  and  on  my  father*s  house:  and  the  king  and 
his  throne  he  guiltless. 

10  And  the  king  said.  Whosoever  saith  aught  unto  thee,  bring  him 
to  me,  and  he  shall  not  touch  thee  anv  more. 

11  Then  said  she,  I  pray  thee,  let  the  king  remember  the  Lord 
thy  God,  that  thou  wouldest  not  suffer  the  revengers  of  blood  to 
destroy  any  more,  lest  they  destroy  my  son.  And  he  said.  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  there  shall  not  one  hair  of  thy  son  fall  to  the  earth. 

19  Then  the  woman  said,  I^t  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee,  speak 
one  word  unto  my  lord  the  king.     And  he  said.  Say  on. 

13  And  the  woman  said,  Wherefore  then  hast  thou  thought  such 
a  thing  against  the  people  of  God  ?  for  the  king  doth  speak  this  thing 
as  one  which  is  faulty,  m  that  the  king  doth  not  fetch  nome  again  his 
banished. 

14  For  we  must  needs  die,  and  are  as  water  spilt  on  the  ground, 
which  cannot  be  gathered  up  again;  neither  dotn  God  respect  any 
person:  yet  doth  he  devise  means,  that  his  banished  be  not  expelled 
from  him. 

15  Now  therefore  that  I  am  come  to  speak  of  this  thing  unto  my 
lord  the  king,  it  is  because  the  people  nave  made  me  afraid:  and 
thy  handmaid  said,  I  will  now  speak  unto  the  king;  it  may  be  that  the 
king  will  perform  the  request  of  his  handmaid. 

16  For  the  king  will  hear,  to  deliver  his  handmaid  out  of  tlie  hand 
of  the  man  that  would  destroy  me  and  my  son  together  out  of  the 
inheritance  of  God. 

17  Then  thine  handmaid  said,  The  word  of  my  lord  the  king  shall 
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FROM  A  RECENT  ENOUSH  PRINl'. 

Wnd  Oiere  they  made  Saul  king  before  the  Lord  in 
Giigair—L  Sam,,  11,  15. 

SALX  made  no  effort  to  force  his  rule  upon  Israd. 
Perhaps  he  felt  that  the  matter  was  in  Grod*s  handi» 
and  could  be  left  to  God.  There  came  a  day, 
however,  when  his  re^solute  spirit  was  stirred  to  action. 
An  Ammonite  king  besieged  the  chief  city  of  Gilead  and 
demanded  that  its  defenders  should  each  give  him  one  of 
their  eyes  as  tribute.  Reduced  almost  to  the  point  of  sur- 
render, the  Gileadites  sent  a  messenger  throughout  Israel 
appealing  for  aid,  else  they  must  lose  their  eyes,  and 
this  shame  be  put  upon  the  nation. 

When  the  news  reached  Saul,  he  rose  in  wrath,  and 
summoned  every  tribe  to  join  him,  adding  a  stem  threat 
against  the  laggards.  A  great  army  gathered,  \^nth  which 
Saul  overthrew  the  Ammonites.  At  the  victor\'  all  Israel 
rejoiced,  and  they  declared  that  whoever  still  refused  to 
acknowledge  Saul  as  king,  should  die.  Saul,  hoivever, 
won  high  praise  by  refusing  to  slay  any  of  those  who  had 
opposed  him.  Thus  his  kingship,  though  won  there  upon 
the  field  of  battle,  began  with  an  act  of  peace.  Samuel 
came  forward  once  more  and  summoned  all  the  people  to 
a  solemn  coronation.  This  was  held  at  Gilgal,  the  ancient 
camp  first  established  by  the  followers  of  Joshua  in  the 
Jordan  valley. 
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low  be  comfortable:  for  as  an  angel  of  God,  so  is  my  lord  the  kinj 
:o  discern  good  and  bad :  therefore  the  Lord  thy'  God  will  be  witi 
liee. 

18  Then  the  king  answered  and  said  unto  the  woman.  Hide  not 
From  me,  I  pray  thee,  the  thing  that  I  shall  ask  thee.  And  the  woman 
jaid.  Let  my  lord  the  king  now  speak. 

19  And  the  king  said,  7^  not  the  hand  of  Joab  with  thee  in  all  this  ? 
knd  the  woman  answered  and  said.  As  thv  soul  liveth,  mv  lord  the 
king,  none  can  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left  from  auglit  that  my 
lord  the  king  hath  spoken:  for  thy  servant  Joab,  he  bade  me,  and  he  put 
sill  these  words  in  tlie  mouth  of  thine  handmaid: 

20  To  fetch  about  this  form  of  speech  hath  thy  servant  Joab  done 
this  thing:  and  my  lord  is  wise,  according  to  the  wisdom  of  an  angel 
Df  God,  to  know  all  things  that  are  in  the  earth. 

21  ^  And  the  king  said  unto  Joab,  Behold  now,  I  have  done  this 
thing:  go  therefore,  bring  the  young  man  Absalom  again. 

22  And  Joab  fell  to  the  ground  on  his  face,  and  bowed  himself, 
and  thanked  the  king:  and  Joab  said.  To-day  thy  servant  knoweth 
that  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  (!)  king,  in  that  the  king 
hath  fulfilled  the  request  of  his  servant. 

23  So  Joab  arose  and  went  to  Gcshur,  and  brought  Absalom  to 
Jerusalem. 

24  And  the  king  said,  I^et  him  turn  to  his  own  house,  and  let  liim 
not  see  my  face.  So  Absalom  returned  to  his  own  house,  and  saw 
not  the  king's  face. 

25  If  But  in  all  Israel  there  was  none  to  bo  so  much  praised  as 
Absalom  for  his  beauty:  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  even  to  the  crown 
[>f  his  head  there  was  no  blemish  in  him. 

26  And  when  he  polled  his  head,  (for  it  was  at  every  year's  end  that 
be  polled  it:  because  the  hair  was  heavy  on  him,  therefore  he  polled 
It:)  he  weighed  the  hair  of  his  head  at  two  hundred  shekels  after  the 
king's  weight. 

27  And  unto  Absalom  there  were  born  three  sons,  and  one  daughter, 
whose  name  was  Tamar:  she  was  a  woman  of  a  fair  countenance. 

28  ^  So  Absalom  dwelt  two  full  years  in  Jerusalem,  and  saw  not 
the  king's  face. 

29  Tlierefore  Absalom  sent  for  Joab,  to  have  sent  him  to  the  king; 
but  he  would  not  come  to  him:  and  when  he  sent  again  the  second 
time  he  would  not  come. 

30  Therefore  he  said  unto  his  servants,  See,  Joab's  field  is  near 
mine,  and  he  hath  barley  there;  go  and  set  it  on  tire.  And  Absalom's 
servants  set  the  field  on  fire. 

31  Then  Joab  arose,  and  came  to  Absalom  unto  his  house,  and 
said  unto  him.  Wherefore  have  thy  servants  set  my  field  on  fire  ? 

32  And  Absalom  answered  Joab,  Behold,  I  sent  unto  thee,  saying. 
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Come  hither,  that  I  may  send  thee  to  the  king,  to  say.  Wherefore 
am  I  come  from  Gieshur  ?  it  Iiad  been  good  for  me  to  have  been  there 
still:  now  therefore  let  me  see  the  king's  face;  and  if  there  be  any 
iniquity  in  me,  let  him  kill  me. 

33  So  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and  told  him:  and  when  he  had  called 
for  Absalom,  he  came  to  the  king,  and  bowed  himself  on  his  face  to  the 
ground  before  the  king:  and  the  king  kissed  Absalom. 

Chapter  15 

1  ii&M/om,  by  fair  speeches  and  courtesies,  slealHh  the  hearts  of  Israel.  7  Under  pretence  of  a  vow  he  obtaindh 
leave  to  go  to  Hebron.  10  He  makelh  there  a  areat  conspiracy.  13  David  upon  the  news  Tteeih  from  Jerusalem. 
19  lUai  would  not  leave  him.  24  Zndok  and  Abiaihar  are  sent  back  wUh  the  ark.  30  Dand  ana  his  company  go 
up  mount  Olivet  weeping.     31  He  curseth  Ahithophel's  counsel.     32  Hushai  is  sent  back  with  instructions. 

ND  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom  prepared  him 
chariots  and  horses,  and  fifty  men  to  run  before  nim. 

2  And  Absalom  rose  up  early,  and  stood  beside  the  wav 
of  the  gate :  and  it  was  so^  that  when  any  man  that  had  a  controversy 
came  to  the  king  for  judgment,  then  Absalom  called  unto  him,  and 
said.  Of  what  city  art  thou  ?  And  he  said.  Thy  servant  is  of  one  of 
the  tribes  of  Israel. 

3  And  Absalom  said  unto  him.  See,  thy  matters  are  good  and  right; 
but  there  is  no  man  deputed  of  the  king  to  hear  thee. 

4  Absalom  said  moreover.  Oh  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land, 
that  every  man  which  hath  any  suit  or  cause  might  come  unto  me, 
and  I  would  do  him  lustice! 

5  And  it  was  so,  that  when  any  man  came  nigh  to  him  to  do  him 
obeisance,  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  him,  and  kissed  him. 

6  And  on  tnis  manner  did  Absalom  to  all  Israel  that  came  to  the 
king  for  judgment:  so  Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel. 

7  Tf  And  it  came  to  pass  after  forty  ^  years,  that  Absalom  said  unto 
the  king,  I  pray  thee,  let  me  go  and  pay  my  vow,  which  I  have  vowed 
unto  the  Lord,  in  Hebron. 

8  For  thy  sei-vant  vowed  a  vow  while  I  abode  at  Geshur  in  Syria, 
saying.  If  the  Lord  shall  bring  me  again  indeed  to  Jerusalem,  then 
I  will  serve  the  Lord. 

9  And  the  king  said  unto  him.  Go  in  peace.  So  he  arose,  and 
went  to  Hebron. 

10  ^  But  Absalom  sent  spies  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
saying.  As  soon  as  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  then  ye  shall  say, 
Absalom  reigneth  in  Hebron. 

11  And  with  Absalom  went  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jerusalem, 
that  were  called;  and  they  went  in  their  simphcity,  and  thev  knew  not 
any  thing. 

12  And  Absalom  sent  for  Ahithophel  the  Gilonite,  David's  coun- 
seller,  from  his  city,  even,  from  Giloh,  while  he  offered  sacrifices. 


>Tbere  is  an  obvious  difficulty  in  time  here,  some  versions  read  **  four  yeara. 


tt 


.i  .' 


^/ 


3^oiiattiati*K  Sarins 


^^^1 


BT  OmiAB  ELLIGEB  THE  TOUNGEB.  AN  AKEBOr  OF 

HOLUkND,  DIED  17S^ 

^And  JonaOum  dimbed  up  upon  hii  hand$  aid  tipow 
hUfed,  and  hia  arm/ourbearer  after  ^m."— /•  San^  14 15. 

SAIJL  made  an  aUe»  vigorous  king.  Having  xqwlled 
the  Ammonites,  he  turned  against  the  far  more 
dangerous  Philistines,  capturing  one  after  another 
the  8trongh<^ds  thej  had  established  among  the  moon* 
tains  ol  Israd.  As  the  years  passed  the  Philistines  realised 
that  they  were  losing  all  the  autho^ty  over  Israel  whidi 
th^  had  assumed.  Therefore  they  gathered  all  their  armies 
and  came  up  through  the  valley  of  Michmash,  intendiqg 
to  annihilate  Saul. 

Here  we  first  learn  of  Saul's  odelnuted  son  Jonathan^ 
Only  six  hundred  followers  had  dung  to  the  king.  TCtii 
these  he  sought  shdter  among  the  higher  hills;  but  Jona* 
than,  calling  an  armorbearer,  went  boldly  down  into  the 
valley  in  full  view  of  a  Philistine  ou^KMt,  perdied  upon  a 
steep  opposing  hill.  At  sightof  theyoungmen,  the  Philistines 
modced  them,  defying  them  to  scale  the  cli£F.  JonaQiaa 
promptly  accepted  the  challenge.  Moreover,  when  he 
reached  the  top,  he  and  his  attendant  attad^ed  their  in;* 
suiters  so  desperatdy  that  twenty  were  slain.  The  rest 
fled;  and  the  entire  Philistine  army  thinVing  themsdvea 
surprised,  fell  into  confusion^  Perhi^  there  was  a  slight 
earthquake  to  intensify  their  terror.  They  fou^t  among 
themselves;  and  Saul  and  his  six  hundied»  joining  the 
assault,  put  them  to  utter  rout 
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And  the  conspiracy  was  strong;  for  the  people  increased  continually 
with  Absalom. 

13  ^  x\nd  there  came  a  messenger  to  David,  saying,  The  hearts 
of  the  men  of  Israel  are  after  Absalom. 

14  And  David  said  unto  all  his  servants  that  were  with  him  at 
Jerusalem,  Arise,  and  let  us  flee;  for  we  shall  not  else  escape  from 
Absalom:  make  speed  to  depart,  lest  he  overtake  us  suddenly,  and 
bring  evil  upon  us,  and  smite  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

15  And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  the  king,  Behold,  thy  ser- 
vants are  ready  to  do  whatsoever  my  lord  the  king  shall  appoint. 

16  And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  his  household  after  him.  And 
the  king  left  ten  women,  which  were  concubines,  to  keep  the  house. 

17  And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  the  people  after  him,  and  tar- 
ried in  a  place  that  was  far  off. 

18  And  all  his  servants  passed  on  beside  him;  and  all  the  Chere- 
thites,  and  all  the  Pelethites,  and  all  the  Gittites,  six  hundred  men 
which  came  after  him  from  Gath,  passed  on  before  the  king. 

19  ^  Then  said  the  king  to  Ittai  the  Gittite,  Wherefore  goest  thou 
also  with  us?  return  to  thy  place,  and  abide  with  the  king:  for  thou 
art  a  stranger  and  also  an  exile. 

20  Whereas  thou  camest  but  yesterday,  should  I  this  day  make 
thee  go  up  and  down  with  us  ?  seeing  I  go  whither  I  may,  return  thou, 
and  take  back  thy  brethren:  mercy  and  truth  be  with  thee. 

21  And  Ittai  answered  the  king,  and  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth, 
and  as  my  lord  the  king  liveth,  surely  in  what  place  my  lord  the  king 
shall  l)e,  w^hether  in  death  or  life,  even  there  also  will  thy  servant  be. 

22  And  David  said  to  Ittai,  Go  and  pass  over.  And  Ittai  the 
Gittite  passed  over,  and  all  his  men,  and  all  the  little  ones  that  were 
with  him. 

23  And  all  the  country  wept  with,  a  loud  voice,  and  all  the  people 
passed  over:  the  king  also  himself  passed  over  the  brook  Kidron,  and 
all  the  people  passed  over,  toward  the  way  of  the  wilderness. 

24  ^  And  lo  Zadok  also,  and  all  the  Invites  were  with  him,  bearing 
the  Ark  of  the  covenant  of  God :  and  they  set  down  the  ark  of  God ;  and 
Abiathar  went  up,  until  all  thejjeople  had  done  passing  out  of  the  city. 

25  And  the  king  said  unto  Aadok,  Carry  bacK  the  ark  of  God  into 
the  city:  if  I  shall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring 
me  again,  and  shew  me  both  it,  and  his  habitation: 

26  But  if  he  thus  say,  I  have  no  delight  in  thee;  behold,  Iiere  am 
I,  let  him  do  to  me  as  seemeth  good  unto  liim. 

27  The  king  said  also  unto  Aadok  the  priest.  Art  not  thou  a  seer? 
return  into  the  city  in  peace,  and  vour  two  sons  with  you,  Ahimaaz 
thy  son,  and  Jonathan  the  son  of  Abiathar. 

28  See,  I  will  tan-y  in  the  plain  of  the  wilderness^  until  there  come 
word  from  you  to  certify  me. 
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29  Zadok  therefore  and  Abiathar  carried  the  ark  of  God  again  to 
Jerusalem:  and  they  tarried  there. 

30  ^  And  David  went  up  l)y  the  ascent  of  mourd  Olivet,  and  wept 
as  he  went  up,  and  had  his  liead  covered,  and  he  w^ent  barefoot:  and 
all  the  people  that  was  with  him  covered  every  man  his  head,  and 
they  went  up,  weeping  as  they  went  up. 

31  ^  And  one  told  David,  saying,  Ahithophel  is  among  the  con- 
spirators with  Absalom.  And  David  said,  O  Lord,  1  pray  thee, 
turn  the  coimsel  of  Ahithophel  into  foolishness. 

32  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  David  was  come  to  the  top 
of  the  mouniy  where  he  worshipped  God,  l^ehold,  Hushai  the  Archite 
came  to  meet  him  with  his  coat  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head : 

33  Unto  whom  David  said,  If  thou  passest  on  with  me,  then  thou 
shalt  be  a  burden  unto  me: 

34  But  if  thou  return  to  the  city,  and  say  unto  Absalom,  I  will 
be  thy  servant,  O  king;  as  I  have  been  thy  father's  servant  hitherto, 
so  will  I  now  also  be  thy  servant:  then  mayest  thou  for  me  defeat  the 
counsel  of  Ahithophel. 

35  And  hast  thou  not  there  with  thee  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the 
priests  ?  therefore  it  shall  be,  tJiat  what  thing  soever  thou  shalt  hear 
out  of  the  king's  house,  thou  shalt  tell  it  to  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the 
priests. 

36  Behold,  they  have  there  with  them  their  two  sons,  Ahimaaz, 
Zadok's  Sony  and  Jonathan,  Abiathar's  son;  and  by  them  ye  shall  send 
unto  me  every  thing  that  ye  can  hear. 

37  So  Ilushai,  David's  friend,  came  into  the  city,  and  Absalom 
came  into  Jerusalem. 

Cfjapter  16 

1  Ziba,  by  presents  and  false  svffgestions,  olitaineth  his  master's  inheritance.     5  At  Bahurim  Shitnei  eurteih  David, 

2  David  vnth  patience  abstaincth,  and  rcstraincth  others,  from  revenge.     15  Hushai  insinuateth  himteif  into  Alh 
9alom's  counsel.     20  Ahithophel' s  counsel. 

ND  when  David  was  a  little  past  the  top  of  the  hilly  behold, 
Ziba  the  servant  of  Mephibosheth  met  him,  with  a  couple  of 
asses  saddled,  and  upon  them  two  hundred  loaves  of  bread, 

and  an  hundred  bunches  of  raisins,  and  an  hundred  of  summer  fruits, 

and  a  bottle  of  \yinQ. 

2  And  the  king  said  unto  Ziba,  What  meanest  thou  by  these? 
And  Ziba  said,  The  asses  be  for  the  king's  household  to  ride  on;  and 
the  bread  and  summer  fruit  for  the  young  men  to  eat;  and  the  wine, 
that  such  as  be  faint  in  the  wilderness  may  drink. 

3  And  the  king  said.  And  where  is  thy  master's  son?  And  Ziba 
said  unto  the  king.  Behold,  he  abideth  at  Jerusalem:  for  he  said. 
To-day  shall  the  house  of  Israel  restore  me  the  kingdom  of  my 
father. 

4  Then  said  the  king  to  Ziba,  Behold,  thine  are  all  that  pertained 
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+ 

'//«  put  forth  die  end  of  the  rod  that  wa»  in  hi»  hani^ 
and  dipped  it  in  an  Iioney  eomb^  and  put  hia  hand  to  hia 
mouth:*— I.  Sam.,  U,  27. 

AS  THE  Philistiiies  fled  from  that  diflutroui  ^de 
of  Michmash,  King  Saul,  for  the  first  recorded 
time,  gave  way  to  that  wild  savagery  which  niade 
the  gloomy  latter  half  of  his  life  so  different  from  its  bril- 
liant opening.  In  his  exultation  he  cried  out  to  his  fol* 
lowers  *' Cursed  be  the  man  that  eateth  any  food  imtQ 
e\'ening»  that  I  may  be  avenged  on  mine  enemies.**  Hence 
the  Israelites  as  they  pursued  the  fleeing  foe,  dared  pause 
for  neither  food  nor  drink.  Soon  they  were  all  exhausted* 
Young  Jonathan,  leading  them  on,  fdt  even  his  eager 
strength  overtaxed.  Stumbling  on  some  honey  in  a  wood* 
he  ate  it  and  was  refreshed.  He  had  heard  nothing  of 
his  father's  command,  and  when  afterward  he  was  warned 
of  it,  he  answered  brusquely  that  such  a  command  was 
senseless. 

When  Saul  found  that  he  had  been  disobeyed,  he  vowed 
that  though  the  offender  was  his  own  son  yet  should  he 
die.  Indeed  the  enraged  ruler  would  have  slain  Jona* 
than  \('ith  his  own  hand.  His  followers  interfered.  De- 
claring that  the  whole  of  their  great  victory  was  due  to 
Jonatlian,  they  swore  that  not  one  hair  of  hb  head  should 
be  harmed.  Perhaps  Saul*s  mad  temper  had  b^on  to 
cool;  he  truly  loved  his  son,  and  may  not  have  been  aorry 
to  be  restrained.  ''So  the  people  rescued  Jonathan  that 
he  died  not," 


111-06 


SECOND  SAMUEL  XVI — BHIMEI  CUBSES  DAVID  578 

irnto  Mephibosheth.     And  Ziba  said,  I  humbly  beseech  thee  that 
I  may  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king. 

5  Tf  And  when  king  David  came  to  Bahunm,  behold,  thence  came 
out  a  man  of  the  family  of  the  house  of  Saul,  whose  name  wa^  Shimei, 
the  son  of  Gera:  he  came  forth,  and  cursed  still  as  he  came. 

6  And  he  cast  stones  at  David,  and  at  all  the  servants  of  king 
David:  and  all  the  people  and  all  the  mighty  men  were  on  his  right 
hand  and  on  his  left. 

7  And  thus  said  Shimei  when  he  cursed.  Come  out,  come  out,  thou 
bloody  man,  and  thou  man  of  Belial: 

8  The  Lord  hath  returned  upon  thee  all  the  blood  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  in  whose  stead  thou  hast  reigned;  and  the  Lord  hath  de- 
livered the  kingdom  into  the  hand  of  Absalom  thy  son:  and,  behold, 
thou  art  taken  in  thy  mischief,  because  thou  art  a  bloody  man. 

9  ^  Then  said  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  unto  the  king,  Why 
should  this  dead  dog  curse  my  lord  the  king  ?  let  me  go  over,  I  pray 
thee,  and  take  off  his  head. 

10  And  the  kin^  said,  WTiat  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  sons  of 
Zeruiah?  so  let  nim  curse,  because  the  Lord  hath  said  unto 
him.  Curse  David.  Who  shall  then  say,  Wherefore  hast  thou 
done  so? 

11  And  David  said  to  Abishai,  and  to  all  his  servants.  Behold,  my 
son,  which  came  forth  of  my  bowels,  seeketh  my  life:  how  much  more 
now  may  this  Benjamite  do  it?  let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curse;  for 
the  Lord  hath  bidden  him. 

12  It  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  look  on  mine  affliction,  and  that 
the  Lord  will  requite  me  good  for  his  cursing  this  day. 

13  And  as  David  and  his  men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei  went  along 
on  the  hill's  side  over  against  him,  and  cursed  as  he  went,  and  threw 
stones  at  him,  and  cast  dust. 

14  And  the  king,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him,  came 
weary,  and  refreshed  themselves  there. 

15  T[  And  Absalom,  and  all  the  people  the  men  of  Israel,  came  to 
Jerusalem,  and  Ahithophel  \\dth  him. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Hushai  the  Archite,  David's  friend, 
was  come  unto  Absalom,  that  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  God  save  the 
king,  God  save  the  king. 

17  And  Absalom  said  to  Hushai,  Is  this  thy  kindness  to  thy  friend  ? 
why  wentest  thou  not  wdth  thy  friend  ? 

18  And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  Nay;  but  whom  the  Lord,  and 
this  people,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  choose,  his  will  I  be,  and  with 
him  will  I  abide. 

19  And  again,  whom  should  I  serve?  should  I  not  serve  in  the 
presence  of  his  son  ?  as  I  have  served  in  thy  father's  presence,  so 
will  I  be  in  thy  presence. 
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20  ^  Then  said  Absalom  to  Ahithophel,  Give  counsel  among  you 
what  we  shall  do. 

21  And  Ahithophel  said  unto  Absalom^  Go  in  unto  thy  father's 
concubines,  which  he  hath  left  to  keep  the  house;  and  all  Israel  shall 
hear  that  thou  art  abhorred  of  thy  father:  then  shall  the  hands  of  all 
that  are  with  thee  be  strong. 

22  So  they  spread  Absalom  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  the  house:  and  J 
Absalom  went  m  unto  his  father's  concubines  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel.     ^ 

23  And  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel,  which  he  counselled  in  those  -^ 
days,  was  as  if  a  man  had  innuired  at  the  oracle  of  God:  so  was  all  ^ 
the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  botn  with  David  and  \vith  Absalom. 

Ctjapter  17 

1  AhWiophd*s  counsel  is  overthroxm  bv  HushaVs,  according  to  God's  appointmcni.     15  Secret  itUHliqence  tV  tttd      ^ 
tin/o  David.    23  Ahithophel  hangeth  himself.     25  Amasa  is  made  captain.     27  David  at  Maharuxim  ts  furnished 
wUh  provisions. 

^REOVER  Ahithophel   said  unto  Absalom,   Let   me   now 
choose  out  twelve  thousand  men,  and  I  will  arise  and  pursue 
after  Da^^d  this  night: 

2  And  I  will  come  upon  him  while  he  is  weary  and  weak  handed^ 
and  will  make  him  afraid:  and  all  the  people  that  are  with  him  shall 
flee;  and  I  will  smite  the  king  only: 

3  And  I  will  bring  back  all  the  people  unto  thee:  the  man  whom 
thou  seekest  i^  as  if  all  returned :  so  all  the  people  shall  l>e  in  peace. 

4  And  the  saying  pleased  Al)salom  well,  and  all  the  elders  of  Israel. 

5  Then  said  Absalom,  Call  now  Hushai  the  Archite  also,  and  let 
us  hear  likewise  what  he  saith. 

6  And  when  Hushai  was  come  to  Absalom,  Absalom  spake  unto 
him,  saying,  Ahithophel  hath  spoken  after  this  manner:  shall  we  do 
after  his  saying?  if  not;  speak  tnou. 

7  And  Husnai  said  unto  Absalom,  The  counsel  that  Ahithophel 
hath  given  is  not  good  at  this  time. 

8  For,  said  Hushai,  thou  knowest  thy  father  and  his  men,  that  they 
be  mighty  men,  and  they  be  chafed  in  their  minds,  as  a  Ijear  robbed 
of  her  wnelps  in  the  field:  and  thy  father  is  a  man  of  war,  and  will 
not  lodge  with  the  people. 

9  Behold,  he  is  nid  now  in  some  pit,  or  in  some  other  place:  anc 
it  will  come  to  pass,  when  some  of  tnem  be  overthrown  at  the  first 
that  whosoever  heareth  it  will  say,  There  is  a  slaughter  among  tb 
people  that  follow  Absalom. 

10  And  he  also  that  is  valiant,  whose  heart  is  as  the  heart  of  a  lio 
shall  utterlv  melt:  for  all  Israel  knoweth  that  thy  father  is  a  migb 
man,  and  they  which  be  with  him  are  valiant  men. 

11  Therefore  I  counsel  that  all  Israel  l>e  generally  gathered  ui 
thee,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  as  the  sand  that  is  by  the 
for  multitude;  and  that  thou  go  to  battle  in  thine  own  person. 
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**And  Samuel  said  unto  him.  The  Lord  hath  rent  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee  this  day.** — /.  Sam.,  15,  28. 

HAMNG  repelled  the  Philistines,  Saul,  still  aided 
by  his  warlike  son,  defeated  Israel's  other  enemies, 
and  stood  for  a  moment  at  the  pinnacle  of  his 
power.  Then  the  aged  Samuel,  coming  out  of  his  honor- 
able retirement,  brought  the  comn^and  of  the  Lord  direct- 
ing Saul  to  attack  Isra^'s  most  ancient  foe  the  Amalekites 
of  the  desert,  and  to  destroy  ever}'  living  creature  among 
them.  Saul  fought  Amalek  willingly;  but  in  his  growing 
self-confidence,  he  presumed  to  disobey  the  remainder 
of  the  command.  He  kept  the  king  of  the  desert  dweilefs 
as  a  captive,  and  their  herds  as  spoil. 

Samuel  went  again  to  Saul  to  rebuke  him.  These  two, 
who  had  been  so  long  allied,  had  now  reached  the  parting 
of  their  ways;  for  Saul  had  become  a  trickster.  He  pre- 
tended to  have  obeyed  God.  When  Samuel  would  have 
turned  away  from  him  in  scorn,  the  king  seised  the  proph- 
et's robe  to  hold  him.  The  garment  was  torn  across  in  a 
jagged  rent,  whereon  Samuel  prophesied  that  even  at  that 
moment  was  the  kingdom  being  rent  away  from  Saul. 

''And  Samuel  came  no  more  to  see  Saul  until  the  day 
of  his  death:  nevertheless  Samuel  mourned  for  Saul; 
and  the  Lord  repented  that  he  had  made  Saul  king  over 
Israel." 
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12  So  shall  we  come  upon  him  in  some  place  where  he  shall  be 
found,  and  we  will  light  upon  him  as  the  dew  falleth  on  the  ground: 
and  of  him  and  of  all  the  men  that  are  with  him  there  shall  not  be  left 
so  much  as  one. 

13  IMoreover,  if  he  be  gotten  into  a  city,  then  shall  all  Israel  bring 
ropes  to  that  city,  and  w<^  will  draw  it  into  the  river,  until  there  be 
not  one  small  stone  found  there. 

14  And  Absalom  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  said,  The  counsel  of 
Hushai  the  Archite  is  better  than  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel.  For 
the  Ix)RD  had  appointed  to  defeat  the  good  counsel  of  Ahithophel, 
to  the  intent  that  the  Lord  might  bring  evil  upon  Absalom. 

15  ^  Then  said  Hushai  unto  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar  the  priests. 
Thus  and  thus  did  Ahithophel  counsel  Absalom  and  the  elders  of 
Israel;  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  counselled. 

16  Now  therefore  send  quickly,  and  tell  David,  saying.  Lodge  not 
this  night  in  the  plains  of  the  wilderness,  but  speedily  pass  over;  lest 
the  king  be  swallowed  up,  and  all  the  j)eople  that  are  with  him. 

17  Xow  Jonathan  and  Aliimaaz  stayed  by  En-rogel:  for  they  might 
not  l)e  seen  to  come  into  the  city:  and  a  wench  went  and  told  them; 
and  tliev  went  and  told  kin^  David. 

18  Nevertheless  a  lad  saw  them,  and  told  Al)salom:  but  they  went 
both  of  them  away  quickly,  and  came  to  a  man's  house  in  Bahurim, 
which  had  a  well  in  his  court:  whither  thev  went  down. 

19  And  the  wonuui  took  and  spread  a  covering  oyer  the  well's 
mouth,  and  spread  ground  corn  thereon;  and  the  tiling  w^as  not 
known. 

20  And  when  Al)salom's  servants  came  to  the  woman  to  the 
house,  they  said.  Where  is  Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan  't  And  the  w^oman 
said  unto  them.  They  l)e  ffone  over  the  brook  of  water.  And  w-hen 
thev  had  sought  and  could  not  find  them,  thev  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

21  And  it  came  to  pass,  after  they  were  dej^arted,  that  they  came 
up  out  of  the  well,  and  went  and  told  king  David,  and  said  unto 
Dayid,  Arise,  and  pass  quickly  over  the  water:  for  thus  hath  Ahi- 
thophel counselled  against  you. 

22  Then  David  arose,  and  all  the  people  that  icere  with  him,  and 
they  passed  over  Jordan:  by  the  morning  light  there  lacked  not  one 
of  them  that  was  not  ojone  over  Jordan. 

23  ^  And  w  hen  Ahithophel  saw  that  his  counsel  w  as  not  followed, 
he  saddled  his  ass,  and  arose,  and  gat  him  home  to  his  house,  to 
his  city,  and  put  his  household  in  order,  and  hanged  himself,  and 
died,  rtud  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father. 

24  Then  David  came  to  Mahanaim.  And  Absalom  passed  over 
Jordan,  he  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  with  him. 

25  ^  And  Absalom  made  Amasa  captain  of  the  host  instead  of 
Joab:  which  Amasa  was  a  man's  son  whose  name  was  Ithra  an  Israel- 
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ite,  that  went  in  to  Abigail  the  daughter  of  Nahash,  sister  to  Zeruiah, 
Joab's  mother. 

26  So  Israel  and  Absalom  pitched  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 

27  ^  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  %vas  come  to  Mahanaim, 
that  Shobi  the  son  of  Nahash  of  Rabbah  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  Machir  the  son  of  Ammiel  of  Lo-debar,  and  Barzillai  the  Gileadite 
of  R<^elim, 

28  Brought  beds,  and  basons,  and  earthen  vessels,  and  wheat,  and 
barley,  and  flour,  and  parched  com,  and  beans,  and  lentiles.  and 
parched  pulse, 

29  And  honey,  and  butter,  and  sheep,  and  cheese  of  kine,  for 
David,  and  for  the  people  that  were  with  him,  to  eat:  for  they  said, 
The  people  is  hungry,  and  weary,  and  thirsty,  in  the  wilderness. 
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